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HE following Memoirs being written, 
for the moſt part, ſeveral years ſince; 
primarily, For a memorial to myſelf, of the 
dealings of the Lord with me, and eminent 
preſervations in many difficulties and dangers, 
in a thankful remembrance of his mercies, 
That I may publiſh with the voice of 
«*« thankſgiving, and tell of his wondrous 
* works,” Pſal. xxvi. 7. Secondly, To give 
account of ſome of the perſecutions which 
then raged in many places; and the ſuffer- 
ings we (the people called Quakers) under- 
went from cruel and. mercileſs men, for our 
religious diſſent and nonconformity. "Thirdly, 
For a warning againſt perſecution in time to 
come, that none may thereby preſume to op- 
preſs tender conſciences, to the ruin of many 
honeſt and induſtrious families, and them- 
ſelves too in the end, as many of theſe men 
did. Fourthly, For the encouragement. of 
all that may hereafter ſuffer for the teſti- 
mony of truth and a good conſcience, that 
they may never be diſcouraged ; but _— 
1 | .** 


the Lord in the greateſt ſtraits and hardſhips, 


who is able to deliver out of them all. And 
Laſtly, To do juſtice to myſelf and my 
friends; and to commemorate the lives, and 
noble acts, of many renowned worthies, as 
well as che lamentable ends of many per- 
ſecutors. 
Which yet I ſhould hardly have publiſhed 
at this time (having lain ſo long by me) or 
my letter to my adverſary prieſt Ancketyl, 
who) is long ſince in his grave (and the reſt of 
my perſecutors, the biſhop, chancellor and gaol- 
keepers who purſued me with the utmoſt ſe- 


verity they could) dead and gone, and their 


places hardly to be found: at whoſe fall I 
never rejoiced, or defired that the evil day 


ſhould haſten to come upon them; but in the 


innocency deſired always to be kept, knowing 
5 their foot would ſlide in due time, (being 
« ſet in ſlippery places ;) for the day of their 
40 calamity was at hand, and the things which 


e ſhould come upon them made haſte, Deut. 


XXXIIi. 35. Pſal. Ixxiii. 18. And the ſuffer- 


ings I, and many more underwent in thoſe 
days, ſo long (through the mercy of God) 


ſurvived by me, that I ſhould hardly now 
have publiſhed it, had I not ſeen the ſame 
ſpirit of perſecution {till remaining and reviv- 
ing in ſome, whoſe fingers itch to be at their 
old work again, endeavouring, in more in- 
ſtances than one, to break in upon the tole- 
ration which the government hath been 
| TO 
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pleaſed to grant us, and which hath been con- 
tinued with ſuch good ſucceſs for more than 
twenty years, and the ill effects of perſecution 
ſo obvious to the nation, that one could hard- 
ly have thought it could have revived again 
ſo ſoon, but that perſecutors were always 


blind, and could never ſee their own intereſt; EN 


for the reprehenſion of which this is now 
publiſhed, and to record unto poſterity the 
wonderful dealings and providences of the 
Lord towards me and others in relation there- 
unto, which were ſo remarkable, that its pity 
they ſhould be buried in oblivion. + * 

1 ſay remarkable, inaſmuch as few perhaps of 
latter times, have exceeded them in all reſpects, 
as I doubt not but will appear by the time I 
have done, if the reader will be at the pains 
and have the patience to read it through; in 
which I can aſſure him I have not aggravated 
any thing beyond the truth, but rather for 
brevity ſake, omitted many Mini gs and cir- 
eumſtances that might be wende en though _ 
the nature of the relation and thiread* of = 
diſcourſe, hath led me to ſpeak of many other 
things and paſſages in relation to the perſecu- 
tions of thoſe times, beſides what concerns 
_ myſelf; the whole being intended to expoſe 
perſecution for conſcience, a warning to per- 
ſecutors, and to excite all to that noble prin- 
ciple of! Liberty of Conſcience,” Mat. vii. 
12. which is every man's right, and that 
e's rule of Doing to others as they 
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* vould be done by; Luke vi. 31. which 
is my deſire might take place in all the king- 
doms of the world: and then there would be 


an end of all the cruelty, violence and op- 


preſſion that is in it, and the peaceable king- 
dom of Chriſt would come to be ſet up, 
wherein The wolf ſhall dwell with the 
e lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 


* the kid, &c. They ſhall not hurt nor de- 


**. ſtory in all the holy mountain,” Ifaiah xi. 
6, 7, 8, 9. However, I have done my duty 
to God and his truth, my native country, my- 
ſelf and my friends; eſpecially ſuch as ſuffered 
with me for the truth's ſake, which is dearer 
to me than all; and have nothing in my eye 
but the glory of God, the honour-and promo- 
tion of his truth, encouragement to the faith- 
ful who may ſuffer for the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, and the admonition of ſuch as 


would cauſe them to ſuffer in time to come, 


and that my ſoul may have the comfort of 


well-doing in the end; which is my fincere 
defire to the Lord. 


Some may ſay, It is not uſual for any to 


© publiſh journals, or memoirs of their lives 


in their lifetime.” To which I anſwer, 
Neither is this but in part; and it is uſual 
to publiſh parts, ſo far as relate to ſome 
particular ſufferings, trials or travels, as I 
could inſtance in ſeveral, known to men of 
books, and this is no more than a part at 
moſt, therefore called Some Memoirs: ſo 

: that 
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that objection, I hope, is eaſily. removed. I 
know all books are liable to cenfure, by 
Tome or other, and ſo perhaps may this; 
but that I muſt leave and take my lot, 
Which I am not much ſolicitous about, For 
„ Wiſdom is, and will be juſtified of her 
“ children:” Mat. xi. 19. Truth will prevail 
at long-run and get the victory, though the 
witneſſes of it may be ſuppreſt for a time, 
and their teſtimony trampled upon, it will 
riſe again and be heard hereafter, if not at 
the preſent, as it always was; what was per- 
ſecuted as error in one age, has been received 
and owned as truth in another, and the ſuf- 
ferers for it commemorated, as it was ſaid of 
Gad, A troop ſhall overcome him, but he 
« ſhall overcome at the laſt,” Gen. xlix. 19. 

Perſecution was always exploded by the 
beſt of men, kings and princes as well as 


others, of which a cloud of witneſſes might 


be produced, and only practiſed by the worſt 
of tyrants, the Pharaohs, Nebuchadnezars, 
Antiochuſes, Herods, Neroes, Papiſts, Helde- 
brands, Lewiſes, Philips, &c. of Cain's ge- 
neration, being inſtigated by the prince of 
darkneſs, 8 the old ſerpent and his off- 

ſpring, ſince the enmity was placed between 

the two ſeeds; but I could never find that 
any perſecutors would be ſo dealt with, and 
ſo have excluded themſelves from being 
Chriſtians, in not“ doing as they would be 
< done by, and of being Chriſt's diſciples in 
k RE = not 
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not loving one another,” John xiii. 35. 
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Wherefore, reader, if thou readeſt the ſcrip- 
tures, and turneſt in thy mind to the light of 


Chriſt in thy own heart, which ſhews thee 
good and evil, that thou mayeſt chuſe the one 


and elchew the other, thou wilt diſcern be- 
tween truth and error, the true religion and 
church, and the falſe, with their fruits and 


effects; for the * true church never perſe- 
 cuted any; ſhe can ſuffer her blood to be 


© ſhed, but never ſhed the blood of others; 


as king James I, ſaid, © It is a pure rule in 


© divinity, that God never loves to plant his 
© church with violence and bloodſhed ; and 


x that it was uſually the condition of Chriſti- 


© ans to be perſecuted, but not to perſecute. 
{Speech to 5 parliament, 1609.) And king 
Charles I, in his prayer to God, ſays, * Thou 


© ſeeft how much cruelty among Chriſtians is 


© aQed under the colour of religion, as if we 


© could not be Chriſtians unleſs we crucify 
one another.—Make them at length ſeri- 


© ouſly to conſider, that nothing violent and 
**mjurious can be religious:* (Ikon Baſilike, 


printed, 1648, pages 97. 120.) With much 
more. And it is never known that a lamb 


did worry a wolf, but are worried by them. 
(See alſo page 95, 96 of that book) So to 
God's faithful witneſs in the conſciences of 


All that read it, I recommend it, to judge of; 
whether ſuch proceedings and doings. are con- 


ſiltent either with Chriſtianity or humanity; 


and 
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and whether any would be ſo done by, as 


many of our friends were in the ollen 
relation? Deſiring the good and well-being of 
all people, That they may be ſaved, 3 
« come to the knowledge of the truth; that 
their moderation may be known to all men, 
“for the Lord is at hand:” 1 Tim. ii. 4. Phil. 
iw. 5. To whom, and to the word of his grace, 
I commit thee, reader, with my own ſoul, 
and reſt, 


A friend to truth and all men, 


JOHN WHITING. 


The 25th of the 4th 
month, 1714. 


THE 
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REFORE I proceed to give account of my 
| impriſonment, &c. I think fit in the firſt 
place, for the reader's information, to premiſe 
a few words concerning my education, and 
how I came to the knowledge of the truth, 
through the infinite love of God to my ſoul, 
and for the encouragement of others to ſeek 
the Lord in their young days. 

I was born at Naylſey, in the county of 
Somerſet, ſeven miles from Briſtol, and four 
from Wrington, where I afterwards dwelt, 
and may ſay I came of honeſt parents, and of 
good report in the country. My father John 
Whiting, and my grandfather alſo, being re- 
putable yeomen, having a competent. eſtate in 
the ſame pariſh, where my anceſtors lived for 
many generations; and my mother, Mary, 
was daughter of John Evans, a man of good 
repute alſo, in the ſame pariſh, where his {on ' 
Edward, my uncle, and mother's brother, 
lives to this day. My father and mother were 
both convinced of the bleſſed truth, in the firſt 

_ © ſpreading 
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ſpreading of it in our country, and received | 


it in love, and the meſſengers of it, John 
Audland and John Camm, and their teſtimony, 


in peace; when they came firſt to Briſtol and > 


Somerſetſhire, in the year 1654, and kept 
meetings at their houſe (which were ſome of 


the firſt in that country) before I was born, in 
1656, the fame of whom, and others of the firſt 


publiſhers of truth I can remember, though 
not the perſons of ſome of them. And ſo 


meetings continued at their houſe till the time 1 


of my father's death, which was in the Ath 
month, 1658, while I was very young, ſo 


that I cannot remember him, but he was an 


honeſt upright man, and left a good ſavour 
behind him, leaving the tuition of me and my 
ſiſter to our dear mother, who educated us 
according to. truth, as much as in her lay; 
and alſo continued meetings at her houſe till 
the time of the great impriſonment, after the 
coming in of king Charles, 1660, when ſhe, 
and above two hundred more were commit- 


ted to Ivelcheſter priſon, for meeting and re- 


fuſing to take the 15 of allegiance; ſo that ſhe 


rake up houſe-keeping, leaving us with our 


_ grandfather that winter: but being freed, 
with many more; at the next Spring affizes 
at Chard, ſhe returned and took us home; 
and ſome time after, in the year 1661, mar- 
ried again, to one Moſes Bryant, a friend of the 
fame pariſh, and kept meetings at their houſe 


- as formerly and brought us up according to 
x | the 
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the way of truth they profeſt, till my mother 
died, in the gth month, 1666, when I was 
about ten years old, which was a great 
trouble to me, ſhe being a tender mother, 
and an honeſt charitable woman, much be- 
loved and lamented: after which, though the 


eſtate was mine, Llet my father-in-law continue. 


in it, to bring up my three younger brothers 
which he had by my mother, and dwelt with 
him till the time of his deceaſe. * 


But though I was educated under the pro- 
feſſion of truth, yet the wild nature was apt 
to appear in me, till truth took hold of me 


and opened in my underſtanding ; which 
through the great love and mercy of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus to my poor ſoul, he was pleaſed 


to manifeſt to me in my early days, being as 


a ſwift witneſs in me againſt fin and evil 
and by his light and grace, which brings: fal- 
vation and appears to all men, © teaching to 
deny ungodlineſs,” &c. Titus ii. 11. ſhewed 
me good and evil, and ſet life and death be- 
fore me, checking and reproving me when T 
ſaid or did any thing amiſs, and ſpeaking 
peace to me when I turned at its reproof; 
and if I was at any time light or wanton, I 
was reproved and judged for it, ſo that in- 
expreſſible trouble would take hold of me, 
that I have. gone under condemnation - for 
ſeveral days, till through the merciful for- 
giveneſs of God, I have been reſtored into 


favour with him again: and by the ſecret re- 


proofs 
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proofs of it, I was taken off, at about twelve 
years old, from all my vain ſports and paſ- 
times ; for having been on a time with other 
boys at play, when I came home at night, I 
was ſo exceedingly troubled and condemned 
in myſelf for my vanity, that I made a cove- 
nant with the Lord, That if he would for- 
* give me, for Chriſt's ſake, I would never 
go to ſuch vain paſtimes again:' and praiſed 
be his name, through his mercy I never did 
after, but became more ſober and religiouſly 
inclined ; and as I grew in years the witneſs 
of God grew more and more prevalent in me, 
ſo that no word or action could paſs without 
due obſervation. But being ſent to ſchool to 
one that was not a friend, I was taught to 
put off my hat to men, which I was ſoon 
convicted in myſelf for, and ſaw the evil of, 
and was made to deny it again; and then I 
went to another who was more moderate, 
and left me to my liberty; after which 1 
went to a friend, under whom I profited moſt 
every way; and in thoſe days the Lord was 
near me, even when I was a ſchool boy. 
And the plain language alſo coſt me very dear, 
it was ſo hard to take up, that I oa have 
gone miles about rather than have met ſome 
of my relations to ſpeak to them; which how 
{mall a thing ſoever ſome may count it, I 
could have no peace till I gave up and took 
up the croſs in that reſpect, and then it Was 
wade ealy to me, and [ had peace therein. 


And 
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And the Lord was alſo pleaſed, by his 
light, to diſcover to me the hireling prieſts, 
their erroneous ways and worſhips, and begot 
a teſtimony in my heart againſt them; fo that 
if at any time in my young years, before I 


Was taken off from my vain ways, I went 


with other boys to hear them at burials, or the 
like, I could diſcern a difference between them 
and friends, and I had a teſtimony in my heart 


againſt paying them tithes, believing it not 
agreeable to the miniſters. of Chriſt, or goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, obſerving from the ſcriptures _ 
of truth, which I diligently read as well as 
friends books, that the true miniſters in for- 
mer times, as well as now, were never ſent, 


or came to people to ſeek their's, but them; 
Jo that the ſame divine light that convinced 


me of truth, diſcovered them and their main= - 
tenance by tithes to be wrong. And if at - 
any time I ſaw a defe& in any, as to their - 


teſtimony, in that reſpect, I was troubled. 
And the Lord was near me in thoſe days, in 
my early zeal for his name and truth's ſake; 
that I have had no. cauſe to repent of it, 


bleſſed be his name, though I have ſuffered - 


much for my teſtimony ſince. 


After my father-in-law's deceaſe, which 
was in the 4th month, 1672, I choſe Edmond 
Beaks, an eminent friend of Portſhead, four 


miles off, for my guardian, and went thither 
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to live; and while I dwelt there, the Lord 
| was pleaſed, in his everlaſting love in Chriſt 


© + Jefus, to appear to me, and manifeſt his bleſ= 


fed truth more fully to my underſtanding, 
h the miniſtry of dear George Coale (a - 
Mn of Joſiah's) and Charles Marſhall of 
- Briſtol, who uſed to come thither, and were 
as fathers in the truth to me, whom I dearly 
loved for its and their teſtimony's ſake. So 
that I came to have a more clear diſcerning, 
and found I had many things, and idle words, 
yet to do away, which required great watch- 
fulneſs: and as I was brought into a more in- 
ward acquaintance with the work of truth, and 
cloſe walking 1 in obedience to it, a ſecret Joy 
aroſe in me, and I came more and more to 
feel and enjoy the Lord's preſence with me, 
whom I had ſought and longed for in my 
moſt ſerious ſeaſons from my childhood, and 


now had © found him whom my ſoul loved, 


to my exceeding joy and comfort; glory to 
him for ever: to whoſe praiſe I can ſay, it was 
as a ſeal to me, which left a laſting impreſſion 

upon my ſoul, never to be razed out; ſo that 
I never had any cauſe ſince to queſtion it to 
this day, but am fully ſatisfied as to religion 
for ever, bleſſed be his holy name, ſaith my 
foul. Oh! the glory of that day, wherein 
the Lord ſo eminently appeared 'in his ever- 
laſting love, which he ſhed abroad abundantly 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and many 


Tan to and fro that knowledge might be en- 
| creaſedʒ 
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creaſed ; and many were gathered in his love, 
to become ſons and daughters of the Moſt 
High. And in thoſe days, and afterwards, 
while I was at liberty, I frequented friends' 
meetings in the city of Briſtol, where the 
moſt 'eminent friends, of this and other na- 
tions, uſed to come, and many heavenly 
meetings there were, as well as in our country, 
which were a great help and ſtrength to me, 
for which I praiſe and magnify the worthy, 
name of the Lord, who i is known by his 80. 
ings in his ſanctuary. | 
I dwelt at Portſhead near three years, ex- 
cept the winter half-year, 1673, with my guar= 
dian's brother at Backwell, where I went 
through deep inward exereitis' under the 
work of truth in myſelf, and eat my bread 
with fear and trembling z but had my ſpiritual 
. and comforts alſo, (the brook by the 
ay) ſo that I was not faint or weary: and 
this Lord was wonderfully with me, and ap- 
peared to me in his great love, his preſence 
was my delight : the Lord was become my 
God, and he was my fear: his fear was placed 
in my heart, which keepeth the heart clean: 
his image was renewed in me, and I was in 
meaſure made conformable to it. And the 
next ſpring I returned to Portſhead again, 
and the Lord was ſtill near me, to carry on 
his bleſſed work in me, which was not a work 
of a day, or a year, but gradually as I grew 
in the truth, and nothing was dear to me for 
FFF his 
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his fake who was with me; I could freely 
Have ſuffered for the truth's ſake, and remem- 
ber when ſome perſecuting juſtices eame 
broke up our meeting at Clareham, where 
Charles Marſhal Was, in the 10th month this 
year, and haled us out, Oh! how freely could 
I have gone to priton, and rejoiced that I was 
counted worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, in whom 
T had believed,” 7 
In the 1ſt month, 1675, I returned to my 
houſe- at Naylſey, and the Lord, I may ſay, 
went with me, and continued to extend the 
viſitations of his love to me; ſo that my days 
were delightful, and my nights pleaſant to me, 
becauſe of his preſence who was with me. And 
I often thought, if people knew what we 
enjoyed, they would never follow the blind 
guides, but come and partake with us. 
could favour the things of God, and diſcern 
between things that differed; and not the 
leaſt evil did appear, but I could feel his pure 
Spirit riſing to judge and condemn it: and in 
his preſence was, and is, life, and at his right 
* hand pleaſures for evermore. His ways 
were, and are, ways of pleafantneſs, and all 
his paths peace, I dwelt there with my ſiſter 
for ſome time; but ſhe being raiſed in a 
teſtimony, before my return, travelled in it 
this ſummer, and in the gth month I went, 
by Oxford, to her in Buckinghamfhire, and 
from thence to London with her, where I-got 
acquaintance with many friends, laying Shore 
5 till 
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till the beginning of the 11th month, and 
then returned home, ſhe going northward. 
And next ſpring, at her deſire, went after her 
into the North, by Northampton, when it 
lay in aſhes, Leiceſter, Nottingham, &c. to 
Norton in the county of Durham; where ſhe 
departed this life the 8th of the 2d month, 
which was a great exerciſe to me, but through | 
Providence I came to her ſome time before 
ſhe died, (See the account of her, intitled, 
Early Piety Exemplified, &c.) After which 
1 1 lying ill by the way at Mansfield, 
and after at W. Wells's, near Leiceſter; but 
at laſt got to D. Wills's, at N orthampton, and 
ſo by Ayleſbury, Reading, &c. home, where 
I lived retired, till the prieſt began to trouble 
me. And the Lord was with me, bleſſed be 
his name; of whoſe love and mercy to me, 
in appearing and viſiting me in ſuch an e, 
traordinary manner, I was willing to make 
this ſhort memorial to his praiſe, though but 
an abſtract of a larger account by me; which, 
with other memoirs, I hope, one time or 


other may ſee the light, as a firſt part to 
what follows, | 
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north from the death of my dear ſiſter, (of 

— —— and of which I have formerly given an 
account in a book intitled, Early Piety exem- 
plified in the life and death of Mary Whiting,) 
being then in the 2oth. year of my age, and 
having ſome of my eſtate in my hands, I ma- 
nured part of it, and ſowed it with corn the 
latter end of this year, and the next ſpring 
ſome more of it, of which I had a ſmall: crop 
of about ten acres the ſummer following. 

But I could not for conſcience Takes Jer 
forth the tenth part of my, corn for the prieft 
of the pariſh, Edward Ancketyll; for that 
Jeſus-Chriſt being come in the fleſh; had put 
an end to the Levitical law. and prieſthood, 

which commanded and took tithes: For 
< the prieſthood being changed, there is made 
* of en a change alſo of the law. For 
We. he of whom theſe things are ſpoken, per- 
B ( taineth 


e 


3 

te taineth to another tribe, of which no man 

& gave attendance at the altar. For it is evi- 
dent that our Lord ſprang out of Judah, of 
„ hich tribe Moſes ſpake nothing concern- 
| 8 ing prieſthood. And it is yet far more evi- 
8 « dent; for that after the ſimilitude of Mel- 
1 chiſedec, there ariſeth another prieſt who 
& ig made, not after the law of a carnal com- 
„ mandment, but after the power of an end- 
leſs life. For there is verily a diſannulling 
* of the commandment going before, for 

& the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof. 
„For the law made nothing perfect, but the 
* bringing in of a better hope did; by the 
« which we draw nigh unto God. Jeſus being 
made a ſurety of a better teſtament; and be- 
* cauſe he continueth ever, hath an unchange= 
able prieſthood. Wherefore he is able alſo to 
& fave.them to the uttermoſt that come unto 
God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
“ interceſſion for them. For ſuch an High 
© Prieft became us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
© undefiled, ſeparate from finners, &c. Who 
needeth not daily, as thoſe high priefts, to 

te offer up facrifice, firſt for his own fins, and 
then for the people's, having once offered 
< up himſelf; but now hath he obtained a 
© more excellent miniſtry, being the media- 

© tor of a better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon 
“better promiſes.” Heb. vii. 12, 13, 14, 15, 
—_ 16, 18, 19, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27. chap. viii. 6. 
= 5 Having by his — up himſelf once for all, 
= he 


- 
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COR. 
he put an end to all the offerings, tithes, && __ 
and ſet up a better miniſtry: So that the prieſts = 
hood being changed, and tithes abrogated by 
the coming and ſufferings of Chriſt, the com- 
mandment is diſannulled, the law ſuperſeded 
by the goſpel, and the firſt covenant by the 
ſecond; In which diſpenſation, they, (viz. 
tithes; offerings; &c.) belonging to the law 
and Levitical prieſthood, are no ways agreeas 
ble or ſuitable to the goſpel or miniſters of 
Chriſt ; but ſuch as are ealled of God, fitted 
thereto, and ſent forth into his vineyard, hav= 
Ing freely received of Chriſt, are commanded © 
by him, that they ſhould “ freely give, Mat, 
x. 8. or adminiſter again, and depend on him 
for a maintenance, being content with his ap= 
pointment; to eat ſuch things as are ſet be- 
&* fore them,” Luke x. 8. as the Lord ſhall 
open peoples hearts to receive them. For the 
labourer 1s worthy of his meat, and needs not 
ttithes and forced maintenance to live on; for 
that would be, to bring the wages of the law 
to the work of the goſpel; which would be, in 
effect, to deny Chriſt to be come in the fleſh, 
and fo mix law and goſpel together; and fo 
make the coming of Chrift of none effect. 
But we are exhorted by the apoſtle, © ſtand 
1% faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
* hath made us free, and be not entangled a- 
“ gain with the yoke of bondage; Gal. v. 1. 
which to be ſure is intended of the Jewiſh 


rites and ceremonies; 


B 2 And 
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. And therefore becauſe I could not for theſs 
” reaſons, which in ſhort I thought fit in the 
flirſt place to premiſe, pay tithes, or put into 
the prieſt's mouth, he ſoon began to prepare 
War againſt me, citing me to appear at the 
biſhop's court at Wells, the 28th of the 3d 
month, 1678, which I did accordingly; and 
another friend, Chriſtopher Sharp, of the ſame 
pariſh with me on the ſame account of tithes: 
where the chancellor or biſhop's deputy, John 


Baylie, a proud imperious man, ſat judge = 


the court, which was held in an angle of the 
beirn; who commanded our hats to be 
taken off, which the other friend objected a- 
gainſt, ſaying, he was an old man and might 
take cold in his head. The chancellor told 
him, it was no matter if his head was off too 
(i. e. as well as his hat). Then he aſked me why | 
I did not pay Mr. Ancketyll, as he called him, 
His tithes. I anſwered, that I could not for 
_ conſcience ſake pay tithes, becauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt being come in the fleſh, had changed 
the law and prieſthood, which commanded 
and took tithes, and put an end to the firſt 
covenant by eſtabliſhing the ſecond; in which 
he commanded his miniſters, that as they had 
received freely, ſo they ſhould adminiſter 
freely again: and therefore to pay tithes under 
this . diſpenſation, was to deny Chriſt 
to be come in the fleſh, and to uphold the 
Jewiſh rites and ceremonies which Chriſt had 
aboliſhed; which I could not do whatever I 


28575 z ſuffered, 
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AY * | 
N ſulfered; or to that dene To which the 


chancellor, inſtead of anſwering or offering 
any thing to convince me to the contrary, 
gave me very abuſive language (being ave 

haughty, paſſionate, as well as envious 7 
ill becoming his place; threatening me What 
he would do if I did not ſubmit and pay tithes; 
admoniſhing me in their formal way, once, 
twice, and thrice, to pay my tithes; and fo 
diſmiſſed me for that time, charging me to come 
again that day week, and bring him an ac- 


count that I had agreed with Mr. Ancketyll, 


and paid him his tithes; but ſent the other 
friend that came with me, to priſon, by the 
aſſiſtance of Francis Paulet, of Wells, a perſe- 
euting juſtice of peace, fit for their turn, and 
always ready at their ſervice to help them at 
the time of need; (the ſame, who in the 10th 
month, 1674, pulled down Charles Marſhall, 
at a meeting at Clareham, when he was in 
prayer, griping him ſo by the ſide with his 
long hand, as cauſed him to ſpit blood, of 
which 1 heard him complain many years after; 
but the ſaid Paulet was bereaved of his un- 
derſtanding, and became fooliſh” before he | 
died) ſending the ſaid Chriſtopher Sharp to 


priſon, at Ivelcheſter, becauſe he ſpoke againſt 0 


their worſhip, calling it idolatry (becauſe the 
organs and choriſters played and ſung while 
we were there) and he did not anſwer them ſo 
directly as they expected to the caſe in hand; 

but he was diſcharged again before I was car- 
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1 And there were two orhdy 
friends at the biſhop's court the ſame day. 
viz. John Coat of Lambrook, and Richard 
Counſell of the Marſh, on account. of tithes; 4 
but how they came off, or what became of i it, 
I do not now remember. 

When I appeared the 3 time, they 
aſked me if I had agreed with Mr, Ancketyll, 
as they called him, and paid him his tithes, 
Kc. as they had adacaithed me; I ſaid No; 
for the reaſons aforeſaid. Then they pro- 
duced a libel, as they called it, againſt me, 

Full of lies indeed ; alking me if I would fee 
a. proctor to plead it; It bid the proctor read 
it, which he did, but was ſo aſhamed. of their 
own work, that inſtead of 500 buſhels of wheat 
in an acre, &c. as they alledged in the libel, 
he read but 0, which yet I admired at, and | 
when he had read it, I demanded a copy of it. 

y aſked me if I would anſwer to it on oath, 

: mich I refuſed; becauſe Chriſt ſaid, Swear 
not at all: they threatened that they ſhould £0 
n to excommunication, if I did not; at which 
i was not terrified, but deſiring) a copy of the 
Übel, 6 proctor alked me where I inned, | 

d promiſed to bring me one, which he did; 

but » when be brought it demanded ten groats 
or. it, which I refuſed to give him, telling 
him I thought it every man's right to have a 
copy of his charge. He aſked me whether I 
thought they could write for nothing, I told 

bim, he that ſet TE to work, muſt Pay them: 

N 
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———— 
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be Bid 1 might take it, but muſt pay for at 
at laſt, I told him, when I paid for the ns of” 


I would for that, and fo we parted, /. 
The L L B EL 1 in Latin, i is as fottow; - 


N Dei nomine, Amen. Coram wabis 
I Venerabili Hiro Fobanne Baylie Legum 
Docrore Reverend: in Cb Patras: ac 

Domini Domini Petri Permiſſione Diuina 
Batbonienſis & Wellenſis Epiſcopi Vicaria 
in Hpiritualibus Generali & Officiali Prints 


-_  cipals fufficienter & legitime conſtituto 1. 


 firove Surrogato vel Deputato vel alio Fu- 
dice in bac parte competenie 


Pars probi is diſereti Viri Magiſiri Hd. 


vuardi Ancketyll Clerici Rectoris Ecelgia 


Parochialis de Wraxall, vgſtrarum Batho- 
nienſis & Wellenfis Diocafts & Fure/aic- 
tioni contra & advenſus quendam Fuban- 
nem Whiting de eudem & contra & ad. 
venſus quemcunque alium ſen alios qugſcun- 
gue curam vobis pro codem in Judicio legi= 


lime inter venieutem ſeu intervenientes in 


quadam Cauſa ſubtractionit Decimarum 
ive aliorum Furium Ecclę afticorum per 


viam Querelę ac vobis in bac parte quere= 


lando dicit allegat & in bis ſcriptis\in Jure 


proponit conjunctim 41 m. & wenne 
prout ſæquitur. 51 
Nprimis videlicet, Quod Sl Magil- 
; ter Edvardus Ancketyll Clericus fuit & 
eſt Eccleſiam Parochialem & ReQoriam de 
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Windel eum ſais Juribus & Pertinentiis Uni- 
verſis legitime & Canonice aſſecutus, ipſam- 
que cum ſuis Juribus & Pertinentiis Univerſis 
Mienſibus Martii Aprilis Maii Junii Jutii Au- 
i i Septembris Octobris Novembris Decem- 
bris Januarii Februarii Annis Domini 1676 
& 1077 ultimo præteritis nec non Menſibus 
Martii Aprilis Maii Anno Domini 1678 jam 
currefite-eorum Menſium & Annorum quoli- 
bet & uno ſive aliquo pacifice & quiete poſſe- 
dit prout falvis infra-ſcriptis in præſenti poſ- 
ſidet proque vero Rectore & legitimo Polſeſ⸗ 
ſore guidem fuit per tempus prædictum & in 
præſenti eſt communiter dictus tentus habitus 
nominatus & reputatus palam publice & no- 
torĩe ac ponit conjunctim diviſim de quolibet. 

2. Item, Quod tam de Jure communi ac de 
Saus & Legibus hujus Regni Angliæ quam 
de & ex antiqua laudabili legitimeque præ- 
ſeripta conſuetudine a tempore & per tem- 
pus cujus initii {ive contrarii memoria homi- 
num non exiſtit hucuſque inviolabiliter. & in- 
concuſſe uſitata ac obſervata ac incontradicto- 
rio judicio ſæpius ſeu ſaltem ſemel obtentum 
jus percipiendi recipiendi & habendi omnes, 
& ſingulas Decimas Jura & Emolumenta Ec- 
cleſiaſtica quæcunque tam majores quam mi- 
nores mixtas & minutas cujuſcunque fuerunt 
generis aut quocunque nomine habeantur & 
cenſeantur & particulatim Decimas in quadam 
Schedula præſentibus annexa contentas & ſpe- 
r infra Farochiam de Wraxall prædicta 

MEX is 5 hneſquy - 


finefgiie nales 8 1 loca decimabilia <ultch 
quotieſcunque quandocunque & qualitercun- 
que reſpective provenientes ereſcentes reno- 
vantes & contingentes ad Rectorem ibidem 
pro tempore quemcunque exiſtentem ejuive - 
Firmarium & ad dictum Magiſtrum Anckeryll 
Rectorum ibidem modernum pertinuit perti- 
netque ac ſic ſpectare & pertinere debuit E 
debet ac etiam in furan dobebit;! Ac Poſuit 
ut ſupra . of mobito mowp Ainα⁰]duig 
: 3. Item, Quod a 5 Viginti Triginta 
ine Quinquaginta & Sexaginta Annis 
ultimo elapſis uttraque & citra nec non a Tem- 
pore & per Tempus cujus initit ſive cantraxiĩ 
memoria hominum non exiſtit Rectores 


dictæ Rectoriæ de Wraxall temporibus reſpec- 


tive ſuis ſucceflive exiſtentes dictuſque — 
ter Ancketyll Clericus Rector ibidem modernus 
eorumque Præceſſores & Prædeceſſores omnes 
& ſinguli ſuis temporibus ſucceſſive exiſtentes 
in eadem fuerunt prout eſſe debuerunt in quis 
eta & pacifica Poſſeſſione Juris ſeu quaſi per- 
cipiendi recipiendi & habendi omnes &. ſingu- 

las decimas prædictas eaſque per ſe aut ſuos per 
idem tempus perceperunt receperunt & habu- 
erunt ac de & cum eiſdem libere diſpofuerunt 
ſicquè ſalvis infra ſcriptis fuit idem Magiſter 
Ancketyll Rector ante dictus ac percepit ac ha- 
buit toto omni tempore Incumbentiæ ſuæ in 
eadem uſque ad tempus Grayaminum infra 


ſcriptorum. Ae ponit ut ſupra. 
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4. Item, Quad præfatus Johannes Whiting 


| Mcafibus & Annis prædictis eorumve uno 


five aliquo omnes & ſingulas decimas Res 
Fructus Jura & Emolumenta Eccleſiaſtica in 
Schedula præſentibus annexa contenta & | 
cificata' infra Parochiam de Wraxall prædicta 
Aneſque limites & loca decimabilia ejuſdem 
provenientia ereſeentia renovantia & contin- 
gentia prout in eadem Schedula narrantur & 
deducuntur quam quidem Schedulam pro his 
lectam & inſertam haberi vult prædictus iſta 
proponens quatenus ſibi expedit & non aliter- 
neque alio modo habuit tenuit poſſedit per- 
vepit recepit & ad uſum ſuum proprium con- 
wertebat & applicuit ac ponit prædictus ifta de 
alio numero rerum reſpective decima- 
bilium in Schedula prædicta præſentibus ut 
præfertur annexa contentarum & ſpecificata- 
rum majore medio vel minore nec non de tali 
ac tanto quales vel quantas per probationes le- 
———. in eventu Litis hujus plenius venit 
3 Ponit ut ſupra, | 
. 785 — uod Johannes Whiting fuit & eſt 
Parochiæ de V . Bathonienſis & Wellenſis 
Dicecehs veſtræque e A notorie ſub- 
N & ſubjectus. 
6. Item. Quod præmiſſa omnia & ſingula 
| Weder & ſunt vera notoria publica manifeſta 
Pariter ac famoſa ac de & ſuper eiſdem labora- 
runt ac in præſenti laborant publica Vox & Fama. 


Unde facta Fide, &c. 
The 
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& and Wells and 


ei tent 


60 ET" 9 | | 5 


_ L I B E L in 
„i. thus, l 
N the Name of | 


cc 


l. Amen 4 

* I or 5 the 
de Wo hn }*. 

4 d Baylie Bode of 

Labs Vicar gene- 

c ral in Spirituals, 

of the Reverend 


6 e Chriſt | **4 


„ and Lord the 
Lord Peter *: by 
„Divine permiſſi- 
of Bath 


Wh principal Official 
& © ſufficiently and 
bc lawfully: conſtitu- 
(e ted or our Surro- 
„ gate or Deputy, 
or other compe 
©. in thi 
e Cauſe whom; 
& ever. The Caſe! 
* of Mr, * Edward 
6 Abita ll an ho- 
. neſtꝰ and lereet 
Man Clerk and 
© Rector of the 


“ Pariſh Church of 


REMARKS, by way of OY 


141 begin in the namt of 
God in-words, but in 
him, and go on in the name of him 
who was a lar from the begin- 
ce nin 


55 John viii. 44. 


who had little worſhip or reve- 
rence in him, being an irreverent 
man, as his words and actions 
ſequel. 

This is a term. 

4 What! and yet teach men 
to break Chriſt's commands, in 
urging them to ſwear contrary to 
his command. If they ſhall be 
counted the leaſt in the kingdom 
of heaven, who break the lenſt vf 


counted, who would force men 


as that, of . Swear not at all"? 


or ſend them to priſon if they will 
not. Beſides, the apoſtle Peter 
was not called the Lord Peter, 


(nor Paul neither) but it was the 


| Genzilts that exerciſed lonlſhip, 
which Chriſt expreſly forbids; 


ſaying, It ſhall not be ſo among 
« you, Mark x. 43. 

© Another Popiſh term. 

f An unſcriptural term. 

Here they are out of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, Mat.xxiii.10, 

hb What! and yet ſend men ta 
priſon for conſcience ſake? 

I do not read of ſuch titles 
in ſcripture. 


k Nor of ſuch a church as 


e Wraxall of your 


Pariſh-Church, 


wy Dioceſs 


, and abode not in the 


ihe winch as 
little deferve — Bi | 


Chriſt's commands and teach 
men To, "What ſhall they be ac- * 


to break ſuch a great command 


: 
: 
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What See have ye for | e Dioceſs and Ju- | 
= mee e, © riſdidtionof Bath 
e Sa Y „ and Wells, againſt 
e ; | © oneJohnWhiting 


for him in Judg- 

te n | 15 ment lawfully in- 
m | © tervening inacer- _ 
901 — 15 = | © tain Cauſe of ſub- 
00 al ſtraction of Tithes 
ea or other Eccle- 
. N ſiaſtical Rights 

by EE * Oe | =o by way of Com- 
na SH N < plaint; andtoyou 
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4 of the ſame and 
* againſt whomſo- 
ever other or o- 
4 thers before you 


4 in this Cauſe com- 
4 plaining faith al- 
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T I © legethandintheſe 
** | © Writings in Law 
2 — rer. 0 ſets forth jointly 
; | © ſeverally and Ar- 
mo | © « ticle by Article ag | 
ES 1.5 "cc followeth. 
97 1 
1.5 | [x 1. Mprimis, viz. 
1 14 That the a- 
THR foreſaid Mr. Edward 
5 5 | « Ancketyll Clerk 
1 Not miniſter of Chriſt, © hath Lawfully and 


yy Canons | 


— 
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The LIBEL. 

Canonically ob- 
* tained the Pariſh 
Church and Rectory 
of Wraxall' with all 
its Rights and Ap- 
purtenances and ſo 
obtained with all its 
* Rights and Appur- 
<« tenances in the 


Months of March 
April May june 
Auguſt Sep- 
tember October No- 


July 


« e December 
« January February 


*1n the Years of our 
* Lan 1676and 1677 
laſt paſt and in the 
% Months of March 
* April May in the 
Gs Year of our Lord} 

70070 now running 

in every one or ſome 
1 2705 thoſe Months and 
_ © Years peaceably and 
« quietly poſſeſſed as 
« ſaving 
ter written he at 
< preſent 

and as the true Rec- 


* tor and Lawful Poſ- 


; x 4 4 


i 


poſſeſſeth 


8 


the hereaf-| 


Th REMARKS: 


1 Not by che law-af God, or 
IN Ty 185 [25/1 


= 
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5. Ger , ths n wits 


and thing they aim at, deſire, and” 
ſeek after; togeta good fat hene 
fice or parſonage, when they are 
out of their time, to arch at eule 


e 


151 


* wt — 
„ 


We read of no fu h months im 
ſcripture, but firſt, ſecond, 
&c. Herein they follow the Hea- 
thens, (rather than the Chriſti- 
ans) in calling the months after 
the names of the Heathen 
and goddeſſes (as well as the days 
of the week) con to ſerĩp- 

ture. Thus ſaith the Lord, learn 

not the way of the Heathen, 


9 oy 8 
TX wx TW 


Jer. xi N For the Lord ſpake: | 


thus to me with a ſtrong hand,” 
tc and inſtructed me that I ſhould 


ce not walk in . OE | 


„ple,“ lia. YL 11. 
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De REMARKRKS. I Te LIBEL 
©» Bue the queſtion is, by Shatfte ſeſſor of the ſame * 

authority he is opoſlſled; wr) was for the time a- 


"Chriſtians and Proteſtants, we | 
want ſcripture for theſe things.. foreſaid and at the 


And whatever he hath been held cs preſent is common< 


| Thonever @ accouneed of im [** y called held had 


| : . for Fe openty - publickly 
if he was, he would not receive|** and notoriouſly and 
tithes, however he came to bee ſets forth jnintly and 


8 16 ſevetally of every 
* Ohe. oi 

« 2, Item, That as 

„well bythe common 

* But not by the goſpel or law|** Law and Statutes 


of God: andall laws contrary tolcs and Laws of this 


that are, ipſo facto, null and void, : 
b Doftor and Student. Kingdom of Eng- 


-1* land as of and by: 
“ Antient Laudable 
3 “ and Lawfully pre- 
* Cuſtom without lawful au- ſcribed Cuſtom * 


thority, is no good ground for a 
miniſter of Chriſt to go upon or from time and by 
' follow, © for the cuſtoms of the time of whoſe be- 


«© people and nations are com- {cc 
75 y vain,” Jer. x. 3. ginning or. the cone 
; trarythere 1s no me- 


7 Nay, the foundation of tithes EY of Men extant 

Is ſhaken in this nation ſince the hitherto inviolably 

reformation, and the more glori- cc And unſhakenly 1 

- ous light of truth lately broken. ( | barred 
forth; ſo that they will never ſet⸗ U ed and ob GETS 

tle on a goſpel bottom; / and the and in uncontradic- 


« Lord hath ſhaken his hand at] | 
« your diſhoneſt gain,” Ezck. | tory Judgment often 
Ali. 13. |< or at leaſt once ob- 


« tained 


LY 


\ 
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De LIBE. | Th REMARKS: | 
4 tained the Right off .* But bywhatrighthathheobs | 


taking receivingand 
having all and ſin- 


« gular the Tithes 
Rights and Emolu- 


« ments Eccleſiaſtical 


* whatſoever as well] 
«© greater as leſſer mixt 


& and minute of what 
“% kind ſoever they 
„have been, or by 
< whatſoever name 


they may be ac- 
„counted and rec- 
< koned and particu- 


« larly the Tithes con- 


* tained and ſpecified 


*in a certain schedule 
<« to theſe Preſents an- 
„ nexed within the 


* Pariſh of Wraxall 
« aforeſaid and the 
« Bounds Limits and 


„ Tithable Places. of 


c the ſame as often as 
“ ever whenſoever and 


after what manner 


ſoever reſpectively 
* ariting growing re- 
* newing and belong- 


* ing to whatſoovery 


tained the receiving and havi 
tithes, &c. there being no 
for it in the New Teſtament; and 
human authority is not ſufficient 
for a miniſter of the goſpel? but 
N 


| 


Ay, great and ſmall, they 
can get, nothing comes amiſs; all 
om 
parſonage barn, (and ſteeple - 
houſe top) receive all that 


comes. 5 


w ” 


b Whether Jewiſh or Popiſh, 
all is one to them, ſo as they can 
have them. i 


{ 


© But there were not all the 
tithes mentioned in the ſchedule, 


and how then could he receive or 


have them ? For there are ſo ma- 
ny, and of ſuch a value, as I be- 
lieve never any one had, much 


leſs John Whiting. 


= 


| 4 However they come by Wy 
right or wrong, it is all a caſe to 
them, ſo they can but get chem. 


bo tor | 


69 
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eee 1%. Rector thereof for 


7 7 
| 


— 


* Here again they break the 
command of Chriſt, in calling 
men maſters, when one is our 
maſter, even Chriſl. And we at 
3 


of 


er that, that 
it ſhall belong an E er to 
kamfor the fomre 2 they think 
he would always remain there, 
and never die? O unheard of 
folly: 


I never read of any ſuch 
titles in ſcripture, as rectors or 
rectories, for miniſters of Chriſt. 

bh Nor of clerk : though I have 
read, that * every ſcribe which |, 
« is inſtructed unto the kingdom 
« of heaven, is like unto a man 
* that is an houſholder, which 
« bringeth forth out of his trea- 
«c ſure things new and old,” Mat. 
Xii. 52. But doubt you have not 

been ſo inſtructed, and have little 


4 Thirty y 
[< Sixty Years laſt paſt 


De LIBE L 


* the time being or his 
4 Farmer and did and 


|< doth belong to the 
* ſaid Mr. Ancketyll ©. 


c the preſent Rector 
pu 3 and ought 
„and doth and allo 
« for the future ſhall 


% tain to him and he 


* ſets forth as above. 
That 


* from Ten Twenty 


Forty Fifty 


„more or leſs and 
from time and by 
„time of whoſe be- 
* ginning there is no 


„memory of Men ex- 


tant the Rectors of 
* the ſaid Rectory *® 


* belong and apper- , 


* of Wraxall in their 


© times 


ing and the ſaid Mr. 
“ Ancketyll Clerk 
cc the 
«© thereof and all and 


to bring out of the true treaſury, 


2 
3 


*« ceſſors 


reſpectively 
* and ſucceſſively be- 


preſent Rector 


ſingular their Pre- 


0 * 
1 

( 

wt ef 


The LIBE L. 
* ceffors and Prede- 
e ceffors in their times 
ſueceſſively being in 
the ſame have been 
and ought to have 


„been in quiet and 


peaceable Poſſeſſion 
_ #,"of-the Right or as 
* of taking Yeceivin 


cc 
[4 


- 


and having all and 
* {ingular the Tithes 
“ aforeſaid and them 

< by - themſelves or 
* theirs for the ſaid 
time have taken re- 
_ * ceived and had and 


f and with the 


« ſame; have freely 
e diſpoſed ** and ſo 
* ſaving the hereafter 
* written -hath been 
the ſame Mr. Anc- 
% ketyll Rector afore- 
“ {aid and took and 
„ had the whole and 
s all the time of his 
«* Incumbency in the 
«© ſame unto the time 
of the Grievances 
© hereafter written. 


De REMARKS. 


i How ought all their prede- 
 Ceſſors to have been in the quiet 
and peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
| tithes ? what ? in the late turn of 
times, doth not this; the late 
aſurpation, when the church of 
Ju gore men were turned out, 
and others put in their places, 
except they turned with the times; 
to keep their places, as many of 
them did. 
* How have they freely diſ- 


ö 
1 


S poſed of them? Have they ſhared 


them among the poor according 
to their firſt inſtitution? I doubt , 
the poor have little enough of 
them: for among the Jews, the 
poor were to have a as well 
as the prieſts; and the pri- 
mitive times, they were counted 
pure alms, even in England; at 
firſt, they might give them to 
whom they would, and the poor 
were to be maintained out of theni 
as well as the prieſts; but now, the 
prieſts go away with all; the 
poor muſt ſhift, for themſelves, 
and be maintained by the pariſh 
beſides, or ſtarve ſor them: ſo 
that I doubt, they have no more 
freely diſpofed of them than they 
have freely received them. 
1 This is W of 
the pariſh of Naylſey, refuſed to 
pay tithes before this time; and 
one of the defendant's relations 
(William Tucker of the ſame 
pariſh) died a priſoner at Ivel - 
cheſter, for refuſing to pay tithes 
to one of prieſt Ancketyll's pre- 
deceſſors, Thomas George, in 


ö 
8 


* Di 1 very falſe, for John| 

can no more receive 
tithes than he can pay tithes, 
much leſs, all the tithes mention- 
en in the Schedule: a little be- 
fore they ſaid, that E. A. had 


Poſleſſed the ſame, and all the 


rights, &c, but now they fa 
John Whiting poſſeſſed them all. 


This being —— „ the 

cannot be both true. . 

Mhiting had not all, nor a tenth 
the tithes mentioned i wt 


the Schedule, as his neighbours 


Ean witneſs: and how then could 


he have, hold, poſſeſs, and receive 
all the _ &c. 5 


+, 
5 8508 
| En % applied to his own 
Ps 1 _ uſe all and 
+7 ES 1 
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I“ And he Tens forth. 
4 as above. ö 
es Peers J. Whiting 
11 4 in the Months and 
I Vears aforeſaid or in 
one or ſome of them 
J hath had held poſ- 
ſeſſed + hats Ar 


The: LIBE Is 


« and converted and 


ngular the Tithes 
Things Fruits Rights 


Land Emoluments 


4 Eccleſiaſtical con- 


4< tained and fſpecihed | 
hee WE'D Schedule to 


„ theſe. Preſents an- 
* nexed within the 
„ Pariſh of Wraxall 
c aforeſaid and the 
* Bounds Limits and 


growing renewing 
and belonging as in 
the ſame Schedule 
they are related 
«© and deduced which 


| « ſaid 


„ Tithable Places of 
the fame ariſing 


Schedule the afore- 


LS 


( 


be L 1 B EL. 


© ind inſerted inſtead 
& of theſe propoſing 
& them as far as is ex- 
& pedient for Himſelf v 
« arid no otherwiſe 
nor in any other |; 
te manner and the a- 
e foreſaid * propoſing 
te them of every other 
number of things 
*reſpectively Titha- 
* ble contained and 
* ſpecified in the 
“Schedule to theſe | 
<« Preſents annexed as 
c aforeſaid of a greater 
c gf leſſer ſort and of 


« ſuch a Quality and 


i Quantity as and 
& how much by law- 
te ful Proofs in the II- 
© ſue of this Suit it 
© comes more fully to 
tt he proved.” And he 
e ſets forth as above. 
* 5. Item, That 
John Whiting of the 
* Pariſh of Wraxall ? 
© hath been and is 
* known to be a Sub- 


DD REMARKS, 
n aid will have read 


® Who they mean by the a- 
on know net e if they 
mean Whiting, being laſt 
mentioned, though I - confeſs 1 
deſired them to read it when 
it, and aſked me if 
anſwer to it on oath ; yet 

wo hw x I deſired} or would 

| have inſerted; as conſenting to 
It, or of it; and how 
they could add it after; if I had, 
B 


2 

Here they ſeem to intend 
Edward Ancketyll, though he is 
not mentioned after the above 
[aforeſaid] which renders it ſo 
confuſed, that there is no know- 
ing what they mean, 


P This was never proved in 
the iſſue as they ſay, nor erer 


PO Gy 


He was not of the pariſh of 
Wraxall, properly ſpeaking, but 
of Naylſey, being (whatever it 
was formerly) now two diſtin 
|pariſhes. 


S ect 


F 
e 
3 
% 


> 
# 


> 


ts). 


1 


3 — 
beſs or — In ferk 
— fhe na ſubje&, w did 
they ſend him to priſon? but he 
could not be ſubje& to ſach un- 
ſeri 5 1 


» 


ba i dd infamous, that in- 


ſtead of all the premiſes being 
true, &c. they are known to be 
eee nale. 88 | 


* 1 
* 4 2 


a.” 


What nonſenſe is here, to tell 
of labouring, public voice and 
fame? But they may labour long 
enough, before they make it 


ere 3 is the gift of God, 
Which none can give or make; 
and they are ſo far from making 
faith, R 
heved. 


4 
3 
oN 


+F “Whiting 


The EIBBI: - 
« jet of your Dioceſs 
and Juriſdiction * of 
Bath and Wells. 
6. Item, That all 

* and every the ſaid 
* Premiſes have been 
q * and are True Notori- 

* ous: Publick Mani- 
t feſt and Famous 
* and of and concern- 
ing the ſame have 
* laboured and at pre 


4 


“ ſent do labour pub- 


« lick - Voice 
"= Fame * | 


* Whereof Faith be- 
ing made, &c.“ 


and 


| 
The Schedule; mention- 
; ed in the Libel. 


Mprimis, - viz. 
The ſaid John 
had held 
* and poſſeſſed in the 


J * ſaid Pariſh of Wrax- 


„all and 'Tithable 
e Places thereof the 
„Tears and Months 
« Libellateall or ſome 
« of 


1 


The LIBE L. 
of them 7 Acres of 


* Ground which he} . 
« Sowed or cauſed too 
„ Sown with Wheat] _ 


« each Acre yielding 
*« 500 Buſhels each 


« Buſhel-. worth 88. 


and the Tithes after 
that Rate. 

„Item, The aid 
John Whiting had in 
« the ſaid Pariſm 8 
Acres of Ground 
* which he Sowed or 
* cauſed to be Sown 
with Oats each A- 
* cre yielding 800 
« Buſhels each Buſhel]; 
worth 48. Gd. and 
„ the Tithe after that] 7 
8 

„Item, The ſaid 

* John Whiting had 5 


« Acres of Ground 


„ which he Sowed 8 400 buſhely in an acre 3 


* with Barley each 
Acre yielding 400] Me 
„% Buſhels and each bn 
„ Buſhel worth 58. 
* Item, The ſaid 


, j 4 


2 41 ot : 
" Fs Me 
\ . % fat} * a 8 
rere 


This is all alte for Ichn 
| Whiting had no wheat any of the 


faid years or months mentioned 


in the libel, much leſs 500 buſhels 
in an acre; which how impoſſible. 
it is to have ſo much in an acre, 


of 33 to judge; ſo that 
the corn of this one article for one 
year, at this rate, comes to 1400. 
(20ol. per acre) and the tithe ae 
ter that rate 140l. 


* This is falſe alſo, for he had KID 


but 5 acres of oats, and how in- 
credible it is to have 800 buſhels» 


in 2 acre, let any huſbandman 
jud * , When there were but about 
uſhels in an acre; and the 
price they ſet is above treble the 
value: ſo that the oats according 
to this _ for one year, came 
to 1 e per acre) and 
the tithe after that rate 1441. 
This is likewiſe” falſe, for © 


the like I believe was never heard. 
The NN 

the wheat and oats 
homme France hv boom So 


the barley for one year youre oh 


to this, came to 5ool. (100. 


e Kao Whiting was 
C 


acre), and the tithe after 
rate, gol, 3 


3 66 = 
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leave to any that know any thing. 


art of it, and the 


2 
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BR did not live m Wraxall, | 6 and is an Inhabitant 


p EE ——_ * and Pariſhioner of 


in ſcripture. WS . "NET * and in Wraxall a- 


ö | 6& 2 
Lord's fupper nd oftener tan foreſaid and ought 
once a year? we ought to pray to recetve the Sacra- 
for daily bread, how elſe can 2 we e ment of the Lord' 8 


W mY MY „Supper Supper Vearly 8 at 
8 PEP % Eaſter and ought t6, 
Ms pay the Parſon or 


„ What can in weir his Aſſigns* the Sum. | 


then? This the” apoſtle] of 6d. in Money 
r could not do to non 


Mager at theFeaſt of SM | 
-< And kit he to 46 ar * 
8 Year.” 
— 2 — — S lays Thus ends the Libel 


tary: «Come ye, buy and eat; and Schedule. 
« yea, come buy wine and milk 
« without monty . wichoutf If any queſtion the 


2 


* 


4 price, Ha: lv. See alſo truth O this, 1 have. 


John vii. 37- and Rev. xxl. 17. the original by me. ta. 


ew. 


$i Wt the whole corn according to. 
this libel for one year, came to 28 3340 
And the tithe after that rate for one 1 3341, 


year, to — 
But if fer two years as they charge 
in the libel, and three months of 
another, then it came to double, 
" (befides the three months. and 
--Eaſter offerings) viz. © 
4 the tithe after that A 668 J. 
1A, He earn Gta X A When, | 


66801, 


603) 
When all 1 J had, was worth ol. 


but about — — — 


And the e abn. — — rl. 


Was oct the like 128 of; tax wel wie 
d to be minifters of Chriſt, ſhould aſſert 
fuch notorions falſhoods ? O ye prieſts, proc» 
tors, &c. who are guilty of theſe things, be 
aſhamed of your lives, and repent of your 

injuſtice and oppreſſion; and let people never 
believe or follow them more, till they con- 


demn theſe things. Are theſe the fruits of the 


biſhops ſpiritual courts, ſo called ? ſurely it is 
his ſpirit, who is the father of lies, that is the 
author of ſuch falſhoods ; and he ſits and rules 
there in the hearts of hi children; and his 
works they will do, who will “ decerve every 
one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak the 
truth, but have taught their tongues to ſpeak 
lies:“ Jer. ix. 5. ſo that it may be faid of 

them, as it was of him, who was a liar from 
the beginning, that the truth is not in them; 


John viii. 44. whoſe portion will be miſerable | 


except they repent. 

And becauſe in obedienee to Chriſt's com- 
mand, who ſaid, « Swear not at all, Matth. 
v. 34. I could not anſwer upon oath to this 
libel, they (as if it was all true) proceeded to 
excommunication againſt me, for contempt 
and diſobedience (as they called it) though I 
pleaded the command of Chriſt for my refuſal” 
to wear, although the tender of the ſaid oath, 

04 called 


: 
5 

1 
Fi 


'( :24 » . 
called er eco, or any other denk, whereby | 


any perſon may be charged or compelled to 
_ confeſs, or accuſe, or purge himſelf; - beſides, 


its being contrary to Chriſt's command as 
aboveſaid; and the apoſtle James's Exhortation 
chap. v. 12. is likewiſe contrary to the ſtatute 
of 13 Car. a. chap. 13. which repeals the = 
ofthe of which, more hereafter. 
Now ſeeing they were proceeding elk 
mes to impriſon me on the writ, de excommu- 
nicato capicndo, J. prepared for it, by N 
things in order; and while I was at liberty, I 
was preſſed in mind to go and viſit: a dear 
friend in Leiceſterſhire (with whom I had ac- 
quaintance as I returned out of the north, af- 
ter the deceaſe of my ſiſter, in the year 1676) 
which I did the latter end of this ſummer, the 


It of the 8th month, by Briſtol, to my couſin 


Gregory' 8,at Puckelchurch, in Glouceſterſhire: N 
next day went to Glouceſter, and ſo to Eveſham, 
Warwick, Caventry, and Leiceſter; where, at 
a quarterly meeting, at the houſe of Samuel 
Wilſon, the mayor and officers came and broke 
up the meeting, (which was pretty large, the 
men in one room, and the women in another) 


and turned us out into the ſtreet; and the 


mayor taking notice of me to be a ſtranger, 
aſked me where I dwelt; I told him I did not 
dwell thereabouts; he bid me go to my home 
then; but after they were gone, the meeting 


gathered again, and held late; and after ſome 
time. 1 returned the ſome way I came; viſits 


baffs ; ing 


| (WS) 
ing in my way, going and coming, that ans 
cient ſuffering ſervant of God and miniſter of 


* oy 


Jeſus Chriſt, William Dewſburyg- priſoner at 
arwick, for the teſtimony. af- ſeſus; where 
he had been a priſoner for the moſt part ſince 
1663, and was ſeveral years. after; in all, 19 
years from firſt to laſt, in this town of War- 
wick. Thomas Taylor, an ancient ſervant of 
the Lord, and likewiſe a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
had alſo been impriſoned at Stafford on the ſame 
account of præmunire, though they were both 
freed on King Charles's declaration in 1672, 
yet ſoon after impriſoned again; but William 
Dewſbury then dwelt in his own hired houſe, 
with whom I had pretty much diſcourſe (in 
his garden) of many things, to my great com- 
fort and ſatisfaction; for he was very open 
and free to me beyond what I could expect, 
being a young man, and a ſtranger outwardly 
to him; and told me ſome things which 1 
ſhall never forget. He was an extraordinary 
man man wy ways, and; I thought, as exact a 
pattern perfect man as ever I knew; and 
he gave me an epiſtle to carry to friends; and 
coming to the door with me, when I came 
away the laſt time, at taking leave of him, he 
told me, The bleſſing of the Lord would be 
with me if I was faithful; which was an en- 
couragement to me, and through the Lord's 


goodneſs I have found it ſo (beyond my deſert); — 1334 


blefſed be his holy name for ever. He lived 
to be diſcharged of his impriſonment, and 


died 


6 269 


Sed in peace with the Lord, in the year 1688; ; 


of which more in that year; of whom, I could 
not but make this ſhort memorial here. So I 
| eee 7 29. greet peace aud 
em. with my tenant that Winter.. 
This year 1678, died that faithful ſervant 
& God, Stephen Smith, of Warpleſdon, in 


Surry, a man of account' in the world. He 


was bora the 19th of the 7th month, 1623. 
who in his younger years, travelled into ſe- 


veral countries, and reſided ſometime at Scan- 


deroon, in Syria, (Aſia,) as a merchant; 


Chriſtians, in their dealings, He received the 
truth in the year 1665, and gave up to obey 
I, and walk therein; and truly loved the 
meſſengers and faithful (though del iſed and 


and afterwards writ a book; called, Wholſome 
Advice and Information, wherein he ſhews 
how much ſome of the Turks exceeded ſome” 


fuffering) people of God; and faffered with 


them both in perſon and eſtate, by impriſon- 
ment and ſpeil of goods for his tender conſc>- 
_ ence and Res, in behalf of Chriſt Jeſus; 
an honeſt upright man, one that feared God 


and was of good report in his country, a by 


preacher of righteouſneſs in his converſation ; 


kind and ready to do good in his day; and the 


Lord endued him with a gift of the miniſtry 
and experimental teſtimony, to tell of his 


goodneſs, and ſpeak of his praiſe, to the com- 


_ RO grind ge of them that 1 * 


[4 . 
» 
” 


* 


( 27 > 3 | 

bim. He travelled in many parts of this na- 
tion, in the work of the Lord; eſpecially in 
Surry, Suſſex, and Hampfhire, till thi this year, 
when he was taken fick, and had many com- 
fortable expreſſions on his death bed; and at 
laſt laid down the body, dying in Peace with 
the Lord at his own houfe near Guilford, in 
Surry, the 22d of the 7th month, 1678, en. 
tering into the 56th year of his age. He 
wrote ſome pretty ſerviceable books and pa- 
5 which are collected in 8vo. intituled; 

The True Light diſcovered to all who deſire 
to walk in the Day,” Printed, 167 

This year alſo died that faithful miniſter and 
Weine in the goſpel Chriſtopher Bacon of 
Venice Sutton, on Pollen Hill, in our county 
of Somerſet: He was born about the year 
1623: in his youth he was ſomewhat wild; 
and in the time of the civil wars, was a fob 
dier in the king's army; but after he returned 
home, about the year 16 56, it pleaſing the 
Lord to ſend fome of his ſeryants into thoſe 
parts to preach the everlaſting goſpel, he went 
to one of their meetings (to fetch home his 
wife, as I have heard, who was convinced be- 
fore him) howeyer not with an intent to fe. 
ceive the truth, but rather to ſeoff and deride 
the Lord's people; : but throu oh the Lord's 
mercy to him, he was reacties” in his conlci- 
ence, and convinced of the truth; and received 
it in the love of it, and became a choſen veſſel 
ir the Lord's uſe, to turn many to righte - 
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i And not long 5885 about 1657. 


ding from his own houſe, with intent to go 
o Puddimoor meeting on a firſt day, and paſ- 
fing by Ivelcheſter, he had a mind to go in and 


ſee ſome of the Lord's-ſeryants who were pri- 


ſoners there (particularly Thomas Salthouſe) 
and putting up his horſe in order thereto, he 
Was taken up and brought to the conſtable 
William Pullen, who required ten ſhillings of 
him for travelling on that day (according to 


me cuſtom of thoſe hypocritical times) or elſe 


he would ſeize his horſe, Chriſtopher not be- 
ing conſcious to himſelf of the breach of any 
law, refuſed to pay it, ſo the conſtable let him 


' £9; and after he was gone to the meeting, 
ſeized his horſe; and when he returned to Ivel- 


cheſter for his horſe, in order to return home, 
the conſtable required the watch to keep him 
aſoner, ſaying, he ſhould go before a 1 
the next day; and after three days reſtraint, 
oe committed to Ivelcheſter priſon, by Robert 
Hunt, John Cary, and John Harrington, and 
was continued there ſeveral years, for refuſing 
to take the oath of abjuration, which was then 
the ſnare to catch ſuch as could not for con- 
ſcience ſake, ſwear at all. And during the 
time of his impriſonment, the power of the 
Lord broke forth in him, and a diſpenſation 

of the goſpel was committed to him; and after 


his enlargement, he became a diligent labour. 
er in the work of the miniſtry, eſpecially. in 


To weſtern counties, from London to the land 8 
end, 


4 5 


end and divers other parts of England” Ke 
Wales; and went ſeveral times into Ireland; ; 
and through the bleſſing of the Lord on his 
labour, many were convinced of the truth N 

declared and ſuffered greatly for. Being again 
impriſoned at Ivelcheſter, the 18th of the iſt 


month, 166z, for keeping meetings at his 


houſe, but diſcharged at Wells“ affizes, in the 
6th' month, 1662; and the ſame year at Exe 
ter, where * wrote a book, called, A Trum 
ſounding an Alarm from tlie Spirit of 
A Life, through an Inhabitant of the Ci iry of 
© God, to all the Inhabitants of the Earth,” Bc. 
in the gth month; and an Epiſtle to Friends 
in the 10th: and was alfo impriſoned at Brid- 
port, in Dorſetſhire, for his teſtimony in 1666, 
and wrote an epiſtle there in the gth 'month- 
He was an able miniſter of the goſpel of 
_ CurisT, in which he laboured much, atid 
Was inſtromental in turning many to "the 
Lord; and the diſobedient to the wiſdom of 
the Juft.” A valiant man for truth; and 
freely given up to ſuffer for it, and to ſperid 
and be ſpent for the gathering of people to it. 
He was afterwards taken up at a meeting at 
Glaſſenbury, and had before biſhop Mew, at. 
Wells, who reproached him, calling him rebel, 
K. for meeting contrary to the king s laws; 
Chriſtopher thinking he did not deſerve that 
treatment, having been a ſoldier for the king, 
faid to him, Doſt thou call me rebel? I would 
_ ©. have thee to * I have jeoparded . life 


© for 


for che king; in the high places of the field; 
hen ſuch as thou lay behind hedges; which 
Mopped his mouth, and made him willing te 
be quit of him. He was after impriſoned in 
Bridgwater, for the tithe of three vt four acres 

of arable land; the tithes whereof were claims 
ed by the corporation of Bridgwater, which 
he for conſcience fake could not pay, arid theres 

in that town; once by Thomas Bickham, in the 


* 


year 1669; and two other times, of Whien 


there is no certain account, but doubtleſs for 
ſome years. His laſt impriſonment was by 


William Macy, one of the magiſtrates of that 


town, about the 7th month, 1678, where he 


was kept cloſe in a very cold room in the com- 


mon priſon: Macy ſaying, He ſhould abide 
© there until he eat the boards of the loft; and 
through the extremity of cold he ſuffered 
much, and was taken very ſick in a ſhort 
time; and his wife could ſcarce have liberty to 
go in and out to him; but he grew ſo weak; 
that it was thought he would have died there; 
ſo they put him out of priſon the ſame day 
month he was put in; and after ſome time he 
reached home, being ſo weak that he was like 
to die by the way, being about four miles ; 
and after he came home, he kept his bed about 
two weeks, but never got over that weakneſs, 
which impaired his health ſo much, that he 


complained of it ſeveral times, that tha: im- 


priſonment in. Bridgwater, was his bane, 
Ys . | though 


Tm Wh 
though he travelled abroad after in bis with. 
mony, and went weſtward into Cotnwall, and 
was taken up at Truro for a popiſh recyfant, 
but cleared, yet nacken . kad BY Wit vm. 
vious man: n though weak, 10 
far as Falmouth, where he had a mecting, and 
the next day took his bed, and in the ume of 
his ſickneſs, he bore a living teſtimony tothe 
truth, to friends great datisfaQtion, RA were 
very careful and tender of him; and in about 
ten days, he finiſhed his courſe, and was g. 
thered to his e the ſpirits of juſt men . 
made perfect, laying 2 
and dying in the Lord the 29th of the xoth 

his age 


month 1678, about the 55th year of his 
being much ſpent with hard Tales” Gra 
and ſufferings for the goſpel's fake and the 
timony of it ; but there was a freſh Fong £7 
of the Lord's power and preſence with hi 

to the laſt, fo that he was a "Wk favour to 


them that were about him. R. —_— 
N of him. 74 


The next f pant T being Sari ef hs 
overſeers of the poor po Ret en 
ſey; when I went to the eſt's houſe to c- 
lect the poor's rate, he aſked me how T could” 
come to demand money of him, and would 
not pay him his tithes which he was rated to 
the poor for; I told him, if he would com- 
pute how much he paid to the poor for my 
tithes, I would dedudt {o much of my rate as 


that 


* — — — 
* — — 223 22 _ — — 
. 


4 as 3 


% 


that nn, which he not 
IG: of, it . e as to that 


N gt 6.09 gods an 
About this: lime, in the 3 Monti, my 
tenant, George Allen, and another e 
Samuel Hipſley, of Cleve, in the pariſh of 


_ -Yatton, were taken up and carried to priſon, 
to Ivelcheſter, on proceſs at common law, at 


the ſuit of the Lord Paulet, for titles. 


— 


x againſt me in ho biſhop's court to excommu—- 


nication: for the ſaid tithes, and refuſing to 


anſwer the libel on oath, as aforeſaid, on _ 
28th of the 4th. month, 1679, as I was fitting 
In my ball, reading early in the morning, 
being but lately returned from the quarterly 


meeting at Ivelcheſter, and- not thinking of 
going thither again ſo ſoon, there came in a 


_ . bailiff and arreſted me, on the writ de excom- 


municato capiendo, at the ſuit of the ſaid Ed- 
ward Ancketyll; and had he not come when 


he did, I ſhould perhaps have been out of 


his way, being upon removing to my uncle 


Jeffery Rumney's, at Walton, ſome four miles 
off by the ſea fide; not to avoid a priſon, but 


for my eonyenience; but providence ordered 
it otherwiſe, which I have no cauſe to repent. 
of, for the Lord can make all things to work 


together for good to them that fear him. So: 
after I had provided myſelf with ſome neceſ- 
faties, be, carried, me amay nd TOY and- 
Wells, 


n bh &'3 


And now my adverſary. having proceeded 


EG 2 
Wells, to Ivelcheſter, the fame day, belog 


near thirty miles from 


For my contempt 
te and diſobedience, as 


*« was alledged in the| _ 


te writ or ſheriff's war- 
9 rant, in not obſerv- 
ing certain honeſt * 
* and moſt lawful 
„ commands of the 
" biſhop or his depu- 


« ty, in not taking his don 


% corporal oathꝭ upon 


* the holy evangeliſts, 
66 4 faithfully to anſwer 
eto certain poſitions 
* and articles, &c. 
« exhibited in a libel *| 
„on the part of 
j Edward Ancketyll, 
5 prieſt of Wraxall, 
for not paying ti- 


& thes, GCC. * 


mer own houle. 


« Whas! and pt my to 
Chriſt's command ? | ray 


d What! more lawful thad 
Chriſt's command to the con- 


+ O n enn 
© That is bodily oath; 3 


Chriſt commanded not to ſwear 
not with the had or 


« This was denied by ſeveral 
of the martyrs, 

© But very falſe ones. + Ws 

Full of lies indeed. SEM 


Which they have no ſcrip- 
ture for but the law of "Moſes, 
which is aboliſhed by Chriſt; who 
commanded his diſciples, ay in 
Freely ye have r 
ve, Matth. 
1 * atall,” Mat. v.34 


And thus they wickedly preſume in their 


corrupt wills, to ſet up their antichriſtian come 
mands in oppoſition to the commands of our 
Lord Jesus CHRIST, who faith, © Swear 
not at all;” Matth. v. 34. but they ſet up 
their contrary commands, above Chriſt's; cal- 
ling theirs * honeſt and moſt lawful com- 


D * mands;” 


(44) 
© trands?” what? more lawful than Chriſt's? 
O unheard of blaſphemy and preſuimption! 
Was ever the like heard of, that mortal man 
ſhould exalt himſelf above the ſovereign and 
immortal God? What are ye, that you ſhould go 
to ſet yourſelves againſt your Maker? Shall 
any contend with the Almighty, and profper? 
Surely nay; yet they will arrogate to themſelves 

a ſuperiority aboveChrift, and entrench intohis 
prerogative, to thruſt him out of his throne, and 
' rule over theconfeiences of men; ſo that if any 
- In obedience to Chriſt, and not in contempt 

to any lawful authority, refufe to fubmit to 
their corrupt wills, and cannot obey their un- 
juſt commands, who teach for doctrines the 
© commandments of men, Matt. xv. . they 
excommunicate them, and would deliver them 


to Satan; if it was in their power, being in- 


deed his minifters; and then ſend them to 
Jail for their diſobedience, and call their com- 
mands honeſt and moſt lawful, by which they 


| 1 render Chriſt's not honeſt or wfül; for they 


: being g contrary one to the other, they cannot 
| bark be honeſt or lawful; and now whom we 
- ought to obey, Chriſt or them, judge ye: if 
Bod commands one thing and men another, 
dught we not to obey God rather than man ? 
And if © he that breaks the leaſt of Chriſt's 
& commands, and teaches men ſo, ſhall be count- 
. ed the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven,” Mat. 
19. what ſhall they be that break ſuch great 
commands? ? And not ny teach men, but 
would 


daoctrine of Chriſt and the apoſtle, ſays; you 


man muſt anſwer for himſelf, and regei 


(Wu). 
would force men ſo to do, or puniſh them 
tat refuſe. Now Chriſt commands-expreſly; 
© but 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all,” Mat, 
v..34- and the apoſtle James who abode in his 
doctrine, lays, © above all things my brethren, 
„ ſwear not, &c. James v. 12, But the 
biſhop or his deputy, who is gone from the 


ſhall ſwear, or we'll ſend . and call 
their commands moſt lawful; as if more law- 
ful than Chriſf's; and“ thus they make the 

** commandments of. God of none N wo 
« their traditions. Mat, xv. G. And f 
any ſhould be drawn or cgmpelled for fear of 
ſufferings, to break the command of Chriſt, 
and do the contrary, will the biſhop or his 
deputy undertake to excuſe them, or anſwer 
for them at the day of judgment, hag — 


cording. to his Works? O nay I they wi gr 
be able to deliver their own ſouls in that day, 
except they repent, much leſs; ſtand in the 
gap to anſwer for others, though the blood of 
thoſe whom they have cauſed to erx; ſhall lie 
at their doors. But in that day ſhall their 
„pride be brought down, and — Lord along 
1 exalted ; and the haughtineſs .of man laid 
«low, Lime UH. 11. who now rule in their cory 
rupt wills over God: tha „and uſurp au- 
thoxity over men's faith and conſciences, and 
would force men to break the commands of 
Chriſt, and yet would be accounted miniſters of 
Chbriſt, but ſhew by their works, whoſe miniſa 
D 2 ters 


8 4 ; 


36 )- 


ters and ſervatits 8 are, by doing his Weer. ; 

Though the tender of the faid oath in this caſe, 
is alſo contraryto the law of the 13th year of king 
Charles II. Stat. 1 3. Car. 2. cap. 12. in theſe 
words: Provided alſo, and it is hereby further 
«© enacted, That it ſhall not be lawful for any 
90 Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Vicar-General, Chan- 
ec tellor,, Commiſſary, or any other ſpiritual 
« or eccleſiaſtical Judge, Officer or Miniſter; 
«© or any other perſon, having or exerciſing 


«ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, to 5 


cc tender or adminiſter unto any perſon what- 
1 ſoever, the oath uſually called the oath ex 
% officio, or any other oath whereby fuch per- 
* E70 to whom the ſame is tendered or ad- 
miniſtered, may be charged or compelled 
2 —— or accuſe, or to purge him or her- 
s ſelf of any criminal matter or thing, where- 
AP he or ſhe may be liable to any cenſure 
«or puniſhment; any thing in this ſtatute, or 
6 any other law, cuſtom or uſage heretofore to 
the 5 hereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
% ing.” Therefore it is not honeſt or moſt 
lawful, in reſpect to God or the king for the 
biſhop or his deputy, to tender the ſaid oath, 
or ſend men to priſon for refuſing it; and yet | 
the ſaid John Whiting muft be cenſured for 
contempt and diſobedience for refuſing to take 
it, and ſuffer impriſonment accordingly. | 
Thus was I carried from my father's houſe, 
in the prime of my days, to be ſhut up in a 
priſon pa conſcience ſake, and never returned 


again 


1 
OY 


i) 


again to inhabit there; but the Lord was with 
me, and took care of me, that I had no cauſe 
to be diſcouraged. When I came to Ivel- 
cheſter, I was put in the ſheriff's ward, for- 
merly a nunnery, by the river fide, over a- 
gainſt the common goal; where were ſeveral 
friends priſoners on truth's account, but more 
in the friary, at the other end of the town; 
in all, to the number of about thirty-three; 
ſome for not paying tithes, ſome for not com- 
ing to church, and ſome for not ſwe 

A particular account of whom, Fg 1 


what, by whom, and when committed, is as 
followeth: 3 


John Sage, of ie Mendip, aged* Ty 
about 89, for tithes, at the ſuit of 1666 
Anne Kinfmel, widow, impropria- p 
trix. 8th month, 47s 

Marmaduke Coat, of Hambrid ge, for)! 

iithes, at the ſuit of Robert abe, l, 1670 
1mpropriator. th month, 

Arthur Jeffry, of South Brint, for 
tithes, at the ſuit of William Plumly, 
Thomas Brigham, and Willoby 
Leyne, ſpinſter. gth month, 

William Liddon, of Withell, for tithes, ' 

at the ſuit of John Hillacre, tithe». 6 hg 
farmer. ''11th month, Fer: 

Gregory Ceely, of N orth Dani for 
tithes, at the ſuit of Robert Sh 15 1673 
tithe-farmer, 2d month, 0] | 

1! D 3 Thomas 


1670 


190) 

Thomas Browning, of £05 9 
for tithes, at the ſuit of Matthew 
HBrayn, prieſt of the ſame. — 
1ſt month;  - 

James Pople, of Stawel, for tithes, at 

_—_ ſuit of Henry Bull, impropria- 

28th 1ſt month, 


Joki eines of Weſton-Zoy Ha 5 
bw 
f 


1674 8 


excommunication' for i, at the 
uit of William Powel, impropria- 
. '1oth month, - 

Jeremiah Powel, of Michal Creech, 


on excommunication for tithes, at 


the ſuit of John Gale, prieſt. 1674 
1ith month, © Jes 
William Ford, of Ci Male, for bo 
Bites, at the ſuit of Thomas Beal, 1 
prieſt. 2d month, 55 


John Wride, of Burnham, on juſ- | 
ii 7 tice'swarrantzforcon- 
Robert Tutton, | tempt, in not appear- 
+ 7} ing at the biſhop's 
John Brice, I court for tithes, at the 
ſuit of Robert Collier, | 
Robert Stert, + prieſt of Chard, 2d | 5 
| inoath, 


Edward Sitcacks, of Weta Apev⸗ 
Mare, on excommunication for 
tithes, at the ſuit of Samuel Willan, + 11 
prieſt of Weſton. ny Wendel f 

Ns on, +42 1 


— 


_ _ 
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J ohn Parſons, of Midlezoy, on excom- r 
municatian for tithes, at the ſuit of > 167 
Wuliam Powel, impropriator, n 

John Anderdon, of Bridgwater, on} _ me 
præmunire, for refuſing to take the (. 
oath of allegiance, by Judge Rains. f 

ford. zd 6th month, 

Jn Chappel, of Worle, on eee, 

- munication for tithes, at the ſuit of 6 5 5 
Samuel Willan, prieſt of Kewſtoke. 2 78 
11th month, hh 

Robert Wills,. of Chiſſelborough, 7 
tithes, at. the ſuit of prieſt Galler 
25th iſt month, | 

Thomas Powel, of Grenton, on && 
communication for tithes, at the ſuit } 75 6 | 
of William Poyel, impropriator. pr 7 
5th month, 

Eleanor Powel, his wiſe, for tithes, at 
the ſuit of prieſt Collier, of Gresten. 10 1676 2 


15th 6th 3 
of Banwell, B 


William Goodridge, tithes, at the ſuit |_ . 
4 of Jacob Croſ- > 1676 
4 man, prieſtof the | © 
| ſame. "5th 7ber, . ; 
* Chappel, of Worle, 25 tithes, Þ. . 
at the ſuit = prieft Willan, afore- 7 
ſaid. 2oth 0 month, xs 

Joho Pople, of Edington, for tithes,. 3 
at the ſuit of N Bull, impro- 


Priator. 28th 1ſt month, . EY 
D 4 Theme | 


* 
{ 
* 


Samuel Sayer, 


fW) 


Thomas Hurd, of Somerton, for tithes, T” 
at the ſuit of Henry Crane, tithe- uy 
farmer. 13 9ber, 5 
Thomas Martin, of Chilthorn Dormer, 
for tithes, at the ſuit of John Stuckey, 1677 
| prieſt. 4th 12th month, 5 
Henry Gundry, of Street, for tithes, 
on juſtice's warrant, for contempt, , 
in not appearing at the biſhop's 1678 
court, at the ſuit of Joſeph Glanvil, 
prieſt of Bath. 11th ber, . 
George Allen, of 7 for tithes, on pro- 
Naylſey, { ceſsat common law, 6 
Samuel Hipſley, f at the ſuitof the lord 4 1079 
of Latton, '] Pawlet. 3d month, 3 
Peter Hutchins, of Cheriton, in 12 


— — 


pariſh of 3 for at the 
ſuit of I have forgot his caſe. 
1 onexcommunication ] 
Will. Beaton, of | for not receiving the | 
Puddimoor, euchariſt as alledged | 
din the writ, at the uit 1 1679 
Mun Allen, of | of prieſt Sands. 26th it 
| ' Bridginton, 4th month, but 2 days 


J before Icame to Jail. 2 


* 


Aſter I was brought to priſon, I was kept 
cloſe for ſome time in the ward, as aforeſaid; 
but though under confinement, it was a fine 

refreſhing time with me through the goodneſs 
of God, who was near us, and many friends 


came to viſit 1 us, which Was a great comfort ta 
ed I 


4 


us; and glad I was e I could have the 
liberty to go to the meeting at the friary where 


moſt friends were, and where meetings were 


kept. But not long after I came to priſon, 
I was taken ill of a fever, being confined. from 
the freſh air in the heat of ſummer, ſo that my 
life was in danger, but the Lord was near me; 
and J. Anderſon, a friend of the miniſtry, 
coming to ſee me, told me, He believed the 
Lord would raiſe me up again, for a further 
* fervice for him, as accordingly in ſome time 
the Lord was pleaſed to do, for which my ſoul 
bleſſed and praiſed his holy name, for his love 
and mercy to me: and after I was ſomewhat 
recovered, I afked the keeper, Edward Davis, 
for a little liberty to go forth in-the country, 
to take the freſh air for my health's fake, which 
he croſsly denied, ſaying, I ſhould not ftir a 
foot, ſuch was the hardneſs of his heart, 
though he might have done'it without the leaft 
injury; ſo I gave up myſelf to ſuffer, and the 
Lord was with me to ſupport me in my inno- 
cent ſuffering for his name's ſake, under the 
wrath of man, ſo that none could hurt me 
as I kept my eye to him. Rt 15 

This Edward Davis, the keeper, ene Fo 
profeſſed truth, but apoſtatizing from it through 


the corruption of his own heart, he became ex- 


ceeding wicked, as the ſequel will ſhew; in- 
ſomuch, that a friend, John Dando, aſking 


him, © what he thought would become of him 
f when he came to die; Edward Davis told 


= Cen 
him, that © he knew what * become of 


him then, and therefore he would make the 


+ beſt of his time now, and that he knew 
© where he went out, meaning from truth, 
and where he muſt come in again, if ever he 
7 was ſaved; and if he thought he ſhould neyer 
* return again, he would be as wicked as he 
could; but he never returned, but grew - 
worſe and worſe, and at laſt died miſerable, | 
of which hereafter. -— _ 
About this time, died Alice Curwin, wife a 
of Thomas Curwin, of Lancaſhire, a faithful 
ſervant and handmaid of the Lord, who tra- 
fered for it. She was. born about the year 
1620; and when ſhe was in the higheſt form 
of profeſſion, ſhe was very zealous in her way; 
but 3 the truth came, ſhe was ready to 
receive it, and, did, with great joy and 
wladneſs of heart, ſaying, ** * — ſhe had 
found him whom her ſoul loved, Cant, ii. 
g. and defired, which the blind watchmen 
could not ſee: and when a meaſure of the 
'Spirit of Grace was manifeſted to her, and 
3 out upon her, according to the pro- 
3 of Joel, that * the Lord would pour out 

5 his Spirit upon all fleſh, ” &c. Joel ii. 28. and 
Felt the operation of i in her heart, ſhe gave up 
to be led and guided by it, and did improve 
Her talent, fo that ſhe received more, and had 
A —_— bear for the Lord, and was not 
aſhamed 


. TY) 

aſhamed to confeſs his name 8 men, being 
often brought before magiſtrates and rulers; 
and was caſt into priſon, and ſet in the Rooks, 
and brought to the whipping-poſt, in New- 
England, for her teſtimony; and had great 
exerciſe with the prieſts of this. and other na- 
tions and iſlands beyond the ſeas; and did go 
in the fear and dread of the Lord, to ſeveral 


prieſts and ſteeple-houſes ; and the Lord was 


with her in. all her trials and exerciſes, ant 
3 her nen all her travels and June 
gs. | 
- In the year 4660 — of the gun 11 ; 
bulations that the ſervants of the Lord did 
ſuffer at Boſton in New-England, of cruel 
whippings, bonds and impriſonments; yen, 
to the laying down of their lives; four friends 
being put to death there, viz. William Robinſon, 
+ ee, Stevenſon, William Leddra; od 5 
ary Dyer, for their teſtimony to God's bleſ- 
| barges truth againſt that wicked generation : at 
the hearing of their patient ſufferings, her 


heart was broken in a ſenſe of the goodneſs of 


the Lord, in bearing up the ſpirits of them 
that. truly fear him; and it was ſaid, in the 
ſecret of = heant, that ſhe ſhould travel in 
that nation, and ſee that bloody town of Hef. 
ton; at which her heart was exceedingly bro- - 
ten; and ſhe cried to the Lord, what ſhould © 

become of her little children and her poor huſ- 
band, who was then a priſoner ſor tithes, and 


_— many days in a ſenſe of her inability, 


but 


(-44 ) 


but kept it to herſelf, not knowing but the | 


Lord might try her whether ſhe would give 
up or whe) and as ſhe was made willing, it 
was made eaſy, and the burden taken away, 


ſo that ſhe thought the Lord would accept her 


willingneſs; and it was hid from her for a 
ſeaſon; and ſhe hid the word of the Lord in 


her hoot, until it was as a fire in her till ſhe 


had declared it; and then ſhe told it to her 
huſband; and that the Lord would deliver 


him out of priſon; and that they ſhould travel 


thither together, to bear a teſtimony to God's 


-blefſed truth; ſo the thing reſted with her 
many months and years, in which time, her 


children were grown up, except the youngeſt, 
which the Lord took from her; and her huf- 


band was freed out of priſon: and then it 
opened in her, that the time was come that 


ſhe might no longer hide it in her heart, but 


make it known to friends and laboured day 


and night with her huſband who did not yet 
ſee it required of him, but gave her liberty, 
which was hard, becauſe it was ſhewed her 


5 they ſhould go together, but the Lord made 


her willing to leave all; ſo ſhe went on her 
journey to London, and after ſome time, with 


friends there, made prepararions to go to ſea, 
-and having gotten her things on ſhipboard, it 
pleaſed the Lord to ſend her huſband to go 
- with her; ſo they took ſhipping together 
in the year 1675, and were 13 weeks in their 
1 to Rhode Iſland, belonging to New- 
England, 


( 45 ) 


ing, burning, and murdering ; and great diſ- 
treſs was upon the people's minds; ſo they ſtaid 
a few days there, and heard of a new law made 
at Boſton, againſt friends, That every per- 
* ſon found at a quaker's meeting, ſhould be 

© ſent tothe houſe of correction, and have the 
« diſcipline of the houſe, and be kept to work 
© with bread and water for three days, &c." 
Then it opened in them that they muſt travel 
thither, and break in upon that law; ſo they 
travelled through the woods and places, where 
the devouring Indians had made great defola- 
tion; but the Lord preſerved them: and on 
the firſt day, they had a meeting with friends 
at Boſton, which was peaceable, their law not 
being yet publiſhed; and after, they travelled 


eaſtward near 100 miles, and viſited friends, 


and ſought them out where they were ſcattered, 
becauſe of the Indian wars, as far as the Great 
I lfland, and Piſcataway River and Dover, and 
ſeveral other places; and to a friend's houſe 
ond the river, where many people were 
come for ſafety from the bloody Indians; and 
had ſeveral meetings with them, who gladly 


received their teſtimony, it being a time of difl> 


treſs. Then they returned, viſiting friends all 
along till they came to Boſton again; where 
their law being now publiſhed, the conſtable, 
&c. came and drove them out of their meet- 
ing, along the ſtreet, to the houſe of correc- 
tion, and thruſt them in, where they had good 
8 | : ſervice 
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3 1 many that came to lock en them 


and ſome were convinced, it being a time of 


great tribulation ; their hearts failing for fear 
and God's witneſs was reached; and the third 


= day they brought them to the whipping-poſt, 


but the preſence of the Lord was with them, 
and they could not but magnify his name, and 
declare of his wondrous work at that time; at 
which the heathen were aſtoniſhed and hook 


berty, and went to meeting again, and t 
their leave of friends, and went bn. Scituate 
Dukeſbury and Sandwich, viſiting feds il 

they came to Rhode Iſland, Shelter [ 

Long Iſland, Oyſterbay, W dee oe 


their heads; Wnt Hes We 


Eaſtcheſter; Graveſend, Jamaica, ee, 


New ; and ſome parts of New] ley, 1 
far as friends did inhalt a and at et 


returned to the early meeting at Rhode 
Iſland; and . have gone _ Berm 

but could not, but got a paſſage to Barbadoes; 
and after ſome time there, returned to, Lon- 
don in ſeven weeks, the beginning of the 3d 


Seabrook, and Milford, on the main land, — 


month, 1677, and after ſome time there, tra- 
velled weſtward to the Land's-End, and after 


chat, eaſtward; and at laft ſhe finiſhed her courſe, 


and died ſweetly at London the 7th of the 6th 


month, 1679, about 60 years of age; having 
been married 38, leaving behind her, a rela- 
tion of her labour, as and ſuffering. with 
m epiſtles and papers, for the encourage- 


ment, 
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© had all the advantages the ſchools and uni ver- 
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*. * metit,' as ſhe fays, © of them that may hereaf- 5 
ter truſt in the Lord. To which I refer. 
Not long after, died that eminent friend and 
miniſter of Chriſt, Iſaac Penington, of Buck - 
inghamfhire, who was well deſcended as to 
worldly parentage, being ſon to Iſaac Pen- 
ington, alderman of London; he was born 
about the year 1616, to a fair inheritance, and 


fitties of his own country could afford him, 


joined with the converſation of ſome of the 
knowingeſt and confiderableſt men of his dW 
time. His father's ſtation in public buſimeſe 
gave him pretence enough: to a ſhare of the 
the Egyptian glory of the world, and choſe 
rather a life dedicated to an inquiry. after God, 
and fellowſhip with him and his deſpiſed: I. 
rael: from his childhood he was religiouſly 
- inclined, and fought. the Lord in his tender 
years; and very early did the Lord viſit hirn 
wich a more than ordinary manifeſtation! of 


dis love, His inward. exerciſes and enjoy 


ments, being of a very peculiar nature, led 
him to ſeparate from moſt religious ſocieties, 
and walk as one alone; in which ſtate he: writ 
ſeveral notable books before he was called na 
Quaker; and though the way of truth was 
 notithen ſo caſt up unto him as it was after, 
pet he had ſome touches and taſtes af liſe, 

and great openings and fights of heavenly 
_ © things; which was ſometimes ſo high and 


glorious, 


(48) 
glorious, as to overcome his natural ſpirits, that - 
he beſought the Lord to take that Now him 
Which he was not able to bear; and give him 
ſuch a portion of his light and preſence, as was 


fuitable'to his preſent ſtate; whereupon it was 


preſently removed from him, yet a ſavour re- 
mained with him; and albeit, at the firſt ma- 
nifeſtation of truth unto him, he was not 
without doubts and jealouſies concerning it, 
looking on it as a low appearance, and its fol- 
lowers, as deſpicable; yet when the Lord had 
broken in upon him, and ſhattered him as to 
His former profeſſion and attainments, ſo that 
he came to ſuffer the loſs of all, and was left 
in great poverty and diſtreſs; he then bowed 
down to receive the truth as his chiefeſt j Joy 
and crown, and went under great exerciſe in- 
wardly, till the Lord was pleaſed to relieve 
him by the miniſtry of his deſpiſed people, 
about the year 1658, and renewed a freſh 
viſitation of life in him, to his. great comfort 
and confirmation in the truth; and as he grew 
in it, he came to receive a teſtimony to bear for 
it, in much zeal and tenderneſs for the good 

of others; and wrote many ſerious, ſolid and 


experimental treatiſes for promoting the truth, 


and informing the minds of people, eſpeciall 
profeſſors, whom he was much drawn forth 
towards, for the opening their underſtandings, 
that they might come to the knowledge of the 
truth as he had done, and be ſaved. He 
dwelt at Peter's Chalfont, in On 


(49 ) 
and kept meetings at his houſe-in early times, 


and was very ſerviceable, and a help an and 


ſtrength to many; but his father having been 


one of king Charles's judges, his elta Was 


taken from him, except What he had by his 
wife, who was Sir Wm. Springett's ey og and 


mother toGulielma Penn. He afterwardsdwelt 
at Amerſham, and after that at Woodſide, by 


Amerſham common, in the ſame pariſh. 


He ſuffered impriſonment for his n 5 


fix times. - Firſt, at Ayleſbury, in 1661 and 
62, for meeting to worſhip God in his own 
| houſe; and was kept 17 weeks, moſt part in 
ales: in a cold and incommodious roomwith- 


out a chimney, ſo that he contracted ſo great 


a cold, that he could not turn in his bed for 


ſeveral weeks after. Second, in the year 1004, 0 


being taken out of a peaceable meeting, and 


ſent to Ayleſbury gaol, where he again rea 


mained between 17 and 18 weeks. Third, in 


the year 1665; being taken up with others i in 55 


the ſtreet at Amerſham, as they were e 


ing and accompanying the body of a See | 
friend to the grave, and ſent again to 


Ayleſbury gaol; but this commitment, being 1 


in order to baniſhment, was but about & 


month. Fourth impriſonment about a month; 


after his releaſe: a rude ſoldier came to his 


houſe, without any warrant but his ſword, 


and told him, he came to fetch him before Sir 
Philip Palmer, one of the deputy lieutenants 
of the county; he meekly went, and was by 


— 


1 
him ſent with a guard of ſoldiers to Ayleſbury 
_  gaol, to be kept in ſafe cuſtody, during the 
l pleaſure of the Earl of Bridgwater, who had 
conceived ſuch diſpleaſure againſt him, that 


though the Nag it being the ſickneſs year, 


was edel to be in the gaol, he would not 


be prevailed with at the earneſt deſire of a 
perſon of quality and power in the county, 
to but permit Iſaac to be at another houſe in 
the town, till the gaol was clear; but a priſoner. 
| dying 1 in the gaol of the plague, the 8 8 
wife, in her huſband's abſence, permitted him 
to remove to another houſe, where he was. 
ſhut up fix weeks, till by the procurement of 
the Earl of Antrim, a releaſe was ſent from 
the ſaid Philip Palmer, after he had ſuffered 
three quarters 2 a year with hazard of his Hife. 
Fifth, but by that time he had been at home 
about three weeks, a party of ſoldiers from the 
ſaid Philip Palmer, by order of the Earl of 
Bridgwater, as reported, came to his houſe. 
and ſeizing him in bed, carried him to 
Ayleſbury gaol again, where without any cauſe. 
ſhewn, he was kept in priſon. a year and a half, 
in rooms ſo cold, damp, and unhealthy, that it 
nearly coſt him his life, getting ſo great a diſ- 
temper, that he lay weak ſeveral months : at. 
laſt, a relation of his wife's, by habeas corpus, 
removed him to the King's Bench-bar, where. 
with wonder that he ſhould be kept ſo long. 
for nothing, he was diſcharged i in 1668. Sixth, 
in * year 1670, 1 in ä gaol, whether 
he. 
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3 
he went to viſit his friends who were 1 
there for the teſtimony of Jeſus ; of hi hich 
William Armorer, juſtice, (o called the great 
perſecutor, having notice, forthwith ſent for 
him, and ſent him to gaol, whereby he . 
a ſufferer with the ſufferers whom he went to 
viſit: here he continued priſoner a year and 
three quarters, and was brought under the 
ſentence of præmunire; but at length the Lord 
delivered him. 
Thus through many eee ad he en- i 
ter the eee 5 — been exerciſed, tried, 
| proved and approved of the Lord. At laſt, 
going with his wife into Kent among her 
tenants,” he was taken ill at one of her farms 
called Goodneſtone Court, and there died the 
8th of the 8th month, 1679, in the 63d year 
of his age. His body was conveyed to Lon- 
don, thence to his own houſe in Buckingham- 
ſhire, and ſo to the burying-place at Jordans, 
the meeting he belonged to, where he was 
interred ; leaving behind him a ſorrowful 
widow, but a ſerious ſolid woman, three ſons, 
and one daughter, ſince ie to Daniel 
Wharley: much might be ſaid of him, but 
there being a large account given of him in the 
teſtimonies of ſeveral friends prefixed to his 
works in folio, pr. 1681, I refer thereto. 
About this time ants were exerciſed with 
a dividing oppoſite ſpirit that appeared abroad 
in ſome libertine perſons among them, to op- 
| pok and lay waſte the good order of truth _ 
ec 2 eſtabliſhed 
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Ane in the church; being unfaithful to . 
the teſtimony of truth in themſelves; which 

when friends dealt with them and fared 
them for, they for a colour cried out againſt 
forms and Epos faying, © What -haſt 


thou to do to judg e me? Let me ſtand or 


fall by my own maſter.” It began in Weſt- 


moreland, but ſpread ſouthward; particularly in 
e, but not much in our country, only 


ſome of them would come among us ſome- - 


times, and prove an exerciſe to friends in 


meetings. Whereupon, the 1ſt of the 12th _ 


month this year, being the firſt day of the 
week at night, as I lay upon my bed, waiting 
on'the Lord in my priſon chamber, I had an 
opening in my mind concerning them, and 


the nature and tendency of that ſeparate ſpirit | 
Which was entering among ſome profefling 


truth, I wrote a ſheet of paper about it, to 
me the groundleſneſs of their pretences, 
called, *A ſhort Teſtimony to all whom it may 


concern, &c. ſhewing, that ſome being de- 


parted from the ſpirit of truth in their own 


particulars, are found in oppoſition againſt the 


power thereof in them in whom it is made 
"manifeſt ; and ſo being gone from the judg- 
ment of truth in their own hearts, they are 
afraid to ſubmit unto it in others, and therefore 


will not own or Join with the judgment of the 


Spirit of God in his church, and among the 


faithful friends and deren And this is the 


cauſe . the oppolytion that hath of late hap- 
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| ak in ſome, becauſe they are gone from 
the truth in their on particulars, in which 
the unity ſtandeth; for they that keep to truth 
in their own, hearts, will never oppoſe it in 
| others; for they being. 1 in unity, with. the Spirit 
of truth a in themſelves, they can never oppoſe 
the work thereof, but will have unity with it, 
in whomſoeverit is made manifeſt, Andagan, 
they that own the judgments. of the Lord in 
their own hearts, and bring alt their deeds ts 
the light, that they may be approved. in the 
ſight of God, and hide nothing in their own 
particulars that is contrary to the truth, ſuch 
will neyer be afraid to ſtand to the judgment 
which the Lord hath given to his church ac- 
cording to the Spirit of truth and. diſcerning, 
that is therein among the faithful. brethren z 
but will own it, and be ready to join with it, 
and ſubmit unto it, whether it be in judgment, 
reproof, admonition, inſtruction or exhortas 
tion; for, the ſpirits of the prophets are. ſub- 5 
+ ject to the prophets,” &c. With. much more, 
anſwering their objections againſt judging one 
another; and their plea for being left to their 
liberty, &c. which I ſhewed to Jo. Anderdon, 
a friend of the miniſtry, a priſoner at the Friaryz 
and Wm. Gibſon, of London, coming to viſit 
us, L read it to him, who both approved of it; 
and I gave out ſome . of i it, but it never 
was et 1 e 
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About the 25th of the iſt month following, 
J was removed from the ward, or Old Nun- 
nery, to the Friary, a great houſe at the other 
end of the town, where were many friends 
priſoners as aforeſaid; and a very fine com- 
Frtable 6 time we had together, ; and in the great 


hall there, uſed to keep our meetings, eſpeci- | 


ally on firſt days: and many brave meetings 
we had there; many friends coming out of 
the country to it; and moſt publick friends that 
came that way, and ſome on purpoſe, coming 
to viſit us. And after I had the liberty of the 
town, I uſed often, and delighted much to walk 
in the fields, (which I never knew the comfort 
of ſo much before, not having been debarred 
the liberty of them) to read and meditate, for 
ſome hours together, which I'was pretty much 
given to, and much comforted in; and the 
Lord was pleaſed in his infinite love to my 
foul, often to appear in a wonderful manner to 
me, and overſhadow me with his preſence, to 
my exceeding joy and comfort; one time eſ- 
pecially, which I ſhall never forget : as I was 
walking 3 in the fields in a deep meditation, the 
influence of his divine preſence fo overſhadow- 
ed me, as if the heavens had been open to me; 
that I was, as if I had been almoſt taken out of 
myſelf. To God's glory I ſpeak it, and for 
the encouragement of others 8 ſeek the Lord, 
not to exalt ſelf, but that all fleſh may be aba- 
fed, and the Lord alone exalted, whoſe name 
1 extol and magnify for all his mercies and 

wondtous 
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Wondrous dealings towards me, beyond my 
deſert; who am not worthy of the leaſt ofa 
his mercies, which I cannot but commemo- 
rate; and whoſe power and goodneſs I defire 
for ever t6':adore and walk worthy of: and 
which extraordinary appearance, I took” as a 
ſpecial favour, and token of his owning me 
in my innocent ſuffering for his cauſe and 
name s-ſake; fo that my impriſonment -was 
made pleaſant to me, hone of his preſence 
which was with me: and as it was a token to 
us of falvation, ſo to our adverſaries of per- 
dition ; for as it was light in our dwellings, 
{fo it was dark in that of our enemies, that we 
Had no cauſe of being diſcouraged, nor they 
of triumphing; and ſurely may I ſay, as it was 
of old; “ Iſrael, was then holineſs unto the 
* Lord, and the firſt fruits of his inicreaſe;” as 
it was faid of outward Iſrael, when the Lord 
remembered him, © the kindneſs of his youth, 
= the love of his eſpouſals, when he followed 

& the Lord in the er b in a land that 
bs. ris Bot flown,” Jer. ii. 2 

We had alſo, belonging to the Friazyz A 
large orchard of about four acres, walled 
about; where we uſed to walk, and where 
I had many a ſolitary, as well as comfortable 
ſeaſon of retirement, by myſelf. And about 
this time came abroad George Keith's books 
of Immediate Revelation: The Univerſal 
Free Grace of the Goſpel aſſerted: The Way 
to the City of God: The Way caſt up,” & . 

Eq and. 
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and Robert Barclay's moſt excellent Ap 0 
© logy for the ove Chriſtian Divinity, Fe, 


| ee L was. often mary much comforted in the 


reading of. 
"The — —ꝗ —— 1 the 3d micnth this: year, 


1680,. one George Ruſſel, of Burliſcomb, in 


tithes, in the goth year of his age. * 


Devonſhire, an honeſt innocent man, died HE 


priſoner at Exeter, for his teſtimony againſt 


teſtimony concerning Rin, " Robert Welch 
another priſoner. -- | o 


This year died our * 1 Richard 


a Sante. that faithful ſervant of God, and 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, of whom I cannot but 


make honourable mention for his teſtimony's 
lake. He was born at Penhall, in the pariſh 


| of Enoder, in Cornwall, and hap tized accord- 


ing to the manner of the es, of England, 


the 24th of the 5th month, 1644, and edu- 
Cated according to his degree in the Proteſtant 


religion, in which he walked in the da ys of 
His youth, ſeeking the Lord with Ae 
breathings and cries to him, being ſenſible of 


ſomething in him that manifeſted ſin, and kept 
him from ſome evils; but knew not what it 


Was, till the Lord was pleaſed to call him by 


His grace, and reveal his Son in him, and then 


| he ſaw it was the © light of Chriſt which ſhined 


„in darkneſs, though the darkneſs compre- 
« hended it not; John i. 5. and came to the 


fe knowledge of the truth, about the year 1666, 


| at which time the 1 ſent ſome of his mel. 


ſengers 


—— 


6 2 J 


ſengers into thoſe parts, to malte W the 
way of ſalvation, and turn people from dark- 
neſs to light, &c. whoſe teſtimony he received 
and cloſed with; and like Ephraim did lament 
his miſ-ſpent time, under a form of godlineſt, 
without the power of it, ſaying, what have 
I to do any more with idols? And did then 
join himſelf to the Lord and his people, as in 
2 perpetual covenant never to be broken; and 
in humility ſat down in ſilenee in the aſſem⸗ 
blies of God's people for ſeveral years, in 
tenderneſs, fear and trembling; waiting upon 
the Lord for wiſdom, till his heart was > filled | 
with the power of the Lord, like a veſſel with 

new wine; he would break forth ſome⸗ 
times with a few ſentences, which increaſed 
by degrees till he had a large and living teſti- 
mony, improving his gift with great diligence: 
and for about ſix or ſeven years, he travelled 
much in England and Wales, and was well 
received from the evidence and demonſtration 
of the Spirit and power of God that attended 
his teſtimony, to the comfort and confirmation 
of many in the truth; and at his return, fell 
diligently to his trade, being that of a taylor, | 
for the {ſupport of his family, though he was 
much drawn forth to travel; miſſing no op- 
portunity, as he ſays, where he ſaw: life's way 
clearly open before him, knowing his time was 
but ſhort; giving up himſelf, though ſometimes | 
in weakneſs, to ſpend and be ſpent for the 
goſpel's ſake ; and was as careful of his time, 
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i ik be had Wen the ſhadows of the eveniuß 


Hrotched out. Wer 

He writ many feet eifles'ty Finds i "A 
the firſt of Bonar he commemorates the good- 
neſs of the Lord in viſiting them when: they 
Were in darkneſs, and in a ey 0 of ſeparation 


not ſhine, their day was not. dawned; they 


were ſhut up as in the night of apoſtacy, 


Where God is forgotten, and his wondrous 
works not known. Can a remnant, ſays he, 


s * forget the Lord, who appeared to their - 


comfort in the time of grief and deſperate 


£ ſorrow, who were like the doves of the val- 

_ © ley, every one mourning for the loſs of his 
| © beloved; crying out in is night, becauſe of 
© fears, and in the day time very heavy; and 

the countenance and beauty paſſed away; 


- and the ſun as it were went down at noon. 


“ And as we conlidered the bleſſed eſtate of the 


church in time paſt, and the ſoul ſatisfaction 


© which they enjoyed, when they did eat 


© their bread with joy and ſingleneſs of heart, 


© Theywerelike them of old, *that wept when 
they remembered Sion, hanging their harps 


upon the willows by the rivers of Babylon; 
« and could not 3 the Lord's ſong in a 
* ſtrange land; to ſay, © they 


9 ſhould not ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in 
L the land of the living.“ Pſal. cxxxvii. 1, 2 


; ts xv 13. But the Lord cauſed his day 
| to 


— — 


from God; in a ſenſe of which, they went 
- mourning without the ſun; thei candle did 


- 


46 


e „den and the Son of his etemal love t6 

_ © ariſe,” &c. a 
1 knew him Ron his firſt coming be 

and was affected with his miniſtry in 'my _ 

young days; having as ſweet a reftimony as 

any that ever came out of the weſt. He was 


often in our country, and came th Ivel- 
cheſter once after I was a priſoner: and about 


the beginning of the 1ſt month, 1680, in his 


travels from meeting to meeting, he was taken 
ſick at Pool, in Dorſetſhire, from whence he 


wrote a conſolatory epiſtle to friends in Corn- 
wall, to comfort them in relation to his de- 


parture; being hkely as to the outward, as 200 | 
ſen 


ſaid, to ſee their faces no more, ſaying, I 


5 this falatation as though it was my laſt unto | 


© you; wherein I take my leave of you in the 


the truth, and e and Ke 3 in 


which my foul hath had with you, is freſh 


« 8-0 


my body grows very weak, but my ſoul is 
ſtrong in the Lord, who hath greatly re- 
5 e. the laſting ſeal of his love unto my 
« ſoul this morning. O how could I fleep 


* when my heart was ſo awakened into the 


© bleſſed ſenſe of my acquaintance with the 
Lord, who ſounded through my habitation, 


that © my name fhould not be blotted out 
* of the book of life and of the holy city; the 


wi * heavenly Jeruſalem, whoſe foundation is 


4 full 


« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, deſiring you 11 obey 1 
many fweet aud heavenly opportunities | 


in my remembrance: and now dear friends, 


mo 


full of precious ay he river of er 
<- of life | pant where the gates are not ſhut 
& at all by day, neither is any night there :” 
* which — — my ſoul heard, my heart was 
diſſolved and broken within me; and my 
head was as it were turned into Waters, and 
mine eyes guſhed out with tears, in the con- 
ſideration of the endleſs love of God to ſuch 
- a poor creature as I. The Lord hath been 
pleaſed to make this ſick bed unto me bet- 
ter than a king's palace; and I have great 
fellowſhip with my laſt day, and do rejoice 
in the Lord, who doth ſo {ſweetly viſit, me 
with the glorious light of his countenance. 
It is with me as with one who has travelled 
many weary journies, and at laſt hath come 
to = fight of his deſired end; which when 
he ſees, greatly rejoices in a ſenſe of a further | 
ſatisfaction which he ſhall after -enjoy,—I 
know when this comes to your hands, there 
will be no want of ſorrow; but I truſt in my 
God, that both my dear wife and you will 
be ſo endued with the power and preſence of 
the Lord, that if you ſhould hear of my go- 
ing hence, that you will conclude as be- 
comes true Chriſtians, that you muſt; come 
to me, and that I cannot come to you.” 3 
8 much more. | 

But after ſix or ſeven weeks, * e re- 
covered a little ſtrength, he was deſirous to re- 
turn home to his wife and. children, relations 


ng: friends in Cornwall; and in order thereto, 
travelled, 


* — —— 
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66 5 
travelled, though weak, to Topſham, where 
he was kindly received and entertained; and 
_ after a few days reſt there, travelled about ten 
miles further weſtward, to a place called Clam- 
pet, near Moreton, in Devonſhire, where he 
fell into a relapſe. His wife came to him, and 
the 15th of the 3d month, 1680, he finiſhed 
his teſtimony, and ſlept with his fathers in the 
36th year of his age, and is entered into reſt 
from his labours, and his works follow him,” 
having left a ſweet ſavour behind him. His 


body was accompanied by many friends, about 


24 miles through the country to Kingſbridge, 
and there buried the 18th of the ſame: He 
| was a man worthy of commendation many 
ways; but my buſineſs is not ſo much to write 
encomiums, as to give account of matters of. 
fact. See his works: A Handful after the 
£ Harveſi-man, &c. And the Teſtimonies 
concerning him, in 4to, 168 11H 
About this time, I happened into fome as 
courſe with one Walter Singer, a Preſbyterian 
in the town, envious enough againſt truth, 
who oppoſed us in ſeveral points of trinciplles . 
and practice; and to confirm his oppoſition 
the more, produced John Faldo's book, falſly 
called * Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity” "whereas 
it ſhould have been, © Forgery no Chriſtianity” 
which he offered to lend me, I having never 
ſeen it before : and though I anſwered all his 
objections, as it then aroſe in my mind accord= 


ing to the underſtanding the Le was pleaſed 


0 


* 


w 


1 00 

to gite me, as the apoſtle adviſed, 1 Pet, ii. 1 5, 
vet afterwards in a ſenſe of their oppoſition 
_ againſt the truth, I wrote my mind fuller on 


each head, in a book intitled, * A Threefold 
e Apology for the People of God, called 


£ Quakers, in vindication of their principles : 
and practices, againſt all their oppoſers, 
directed to him the ſaid W. 8. The firſt part, 
an account of ſome particular things that paſſed 
in diſcourſe between me and him, een 
even ſections. 5 
8. 1. Concerning Chriſtianity; and moral« 
ty, as being a part of it. | 

SF. 2. Concerning the ſcriptures being the 
word of God and, only. rule. 

$.-3.; Concerning tithes under the law, and 
5 wo. they came to be introduced ande the 

5 1. 
: §. 4. Concerning juſtification by Chai 
and his righteouſneſs, .&c. _ : 

. 5: Concerning good works, and. the ne. 
ceffity thereof to ſalvation, thou gh not meri- 
torious. 

F. 6. „ee the infallibility of the 
Spirit 8 guudance, perfection, or freedom from BY 
hn in this life. | 
F. 7. The concluſion, rai the light 

— which enlightens every man that 
cometh into the world.“ John i. 9. 
The ſecond part, by oœcaſion of John 
Faldo' s book, © 5 teſtimony for the truth and 
Fand its Elan all the oppoſers 
00 |  * thereof” 


PO rn ere — 
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4 ork? wherein the prieſts and profeſſdrs, 
particularly the Preſbyterians and ee 
dents deceit, apoſtacy, and . perſecutions /zre 
diſcovered; who fought for, and promiſed in 
berty of. conſcience, yet denied it to others, 
and broke their oaths and engagements; their 
enmity and oppoſition againſt the truth mani- 
feſted, the ſufferings of the people of God de- 
clared, and their innocency cleared from a 
their enemies, to their confuſion, except they 
repent; in divers inſtances, &c. 5 
The third part, A brief anſwer to the heads 

of John Faldo's book, though William Penn 
bed anſwered 'it bafore, in a book intifled, 

© Quakeriſm a new nick-name jor old Chri- 
« ſtlanity; which I had not that I 
remember at that time, to my charges, 
and refute his cavils: in which the principles ; 
of truth are briefly defended againſt its adver- 
ſaries; whoſe injuſtice is therein ſhewn, and 
their enmity, againſt the N thereof, 
reproved, and a judgment thereupon given, 
according to the e ad the Loy you 
pleaſed to give me. 
To which is added an e giving ad- 
count of ſome other things which paſſed in 
ſome further diſcourſe between e and the 
aforeſaid perſon W. Singer, viz. Concerning 
4 perſecution for conſcience; the ſcriptures 
of truth, and the word of God; baptiſm; 
£ Chriſt, and his light and ſpirit in the inward 
#4 hes knee the t wee &. 
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The third ſeclion of the firſt part concern- 4 
ing tithes, being ſuitable to the preſent ſubject, 


I thould'have-defired to inſert here, but that 
the ſubſtance of it is more at large in my let- 


ter to wy adverlary, gf een here- 


| after. r A 8 31 885 660 71 
This year, 1 686, endende es W hib 


and Thomas Burr, being at a meeting at Nor- 


wich in the iſt month, were taken out of the 
meeting, and committed to priſon there till the I 
ſeſſions in the 2d month; then tried and the 


Oath of allegiance tendered to them, and for 


then none appearing againſt them, they were 
diſcharged. mh is alarge account of the pro- 
_ ceedings againſt them, and arguings of law in 
the caſe, in a printed book intitled, Due 
order of laws and juſtice pleaded, agal inſt i ir- 
regular and arbitrary proceedings, Ne 
Samuel Cater, of Littleport, in the iſle of 
Ely, proſecuted in the biſhop's court for not 
conforming, was excommunicated and impri- 
ſoned at Ely, in the 3d month, for not. taking 


the oath: of allegiance, and the: writ de ex- i 


communicato capiendo was aſterwanils eie 
_ EINE £195 143 
John Gratton, of Moneyaſh, in  Derbyſhite, 
iſoned at Darby, on a writ de excommu- 
nicato capiendo, for not coming to the pariſh 
church, ſo eile oF en of n eth month, 
$920k 0” | - 
— i | Naas 


—— — 
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vefuſing to take it, were committed to priſon 
again till the ſeſſions in the 5th month; and 


— — 


(SW) 


Thomas Camm, of Camfpill, in Weſtmgore- 


| und, was impriſoned at Appleby, with Abund- 
ance more, to the number of near i o 
in the ſeveral gaok of England, about this 
time, on excommunications out of the biſhio 
courts, as by * a particular account af the late 
and preſent great ſufferings and oppreſſions 
df the pen called Quakers, upon preſebuti- 
| e eee court, Print- 
ed this year, may appear; beſides, on other 
N for tithes and the oath; and for meet- 
„beſides the ſpoil and havock e el 
venticle ac, too numerous to recount. 
. theGth month this year, 1680, came down 
che duke of Monmouth, in his progreſt in the 
weſt, and came through Ivelcheſter, with ſome 
thouſands on horſeback attending him; che 
country flocking to him, and after him, the 
of the nation being towards him, us 
the hopes and head of the proteſtant intereſt 
at that time, „„ 
York and the Popiſh party; fo that che affee- 
tions of the people run exceedingly after him. 
We ſtood in the Friary-gate as he rode through 
the town; and as he paſſed by, taking notice 
of ſo many Quakers together with their hats 
on, he ſtopped and put off his hat to us, and. 
our friend John Anderdon had a mind 0 
Fpeak to him, and tell him that We were pri- 
ſoners for conſcience ſake, but had a ſtop in 
his mind, left there ſhould be an ill uſe made 
of it, in rige to W 
too 


55 came, and friends were come to town, the 


u 
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tog popular; the court having a watehful eye 
over him: However, we could not but have 
a reſpect to him for his affability, and there- 
fore were the mote concerned for him when 
Ri fall came. 
Our nein being uſually held N 
at the Friary, (where we were priſoners) the 
Kfth day before each quarter-day; and now 
in the ſeventh month, againſt the time of it, 
came Henry Walrond, a perſecuting juſtice of 
| 3 called, (choug h one of the greateſt 
diſturbers of it) of Elbrewers, about ten miles 
Ward, (and captain of a troop of horſe) 
with his troop to town, to prevent and break 
up our ſaid meeting. So that when the time 


- 


keepers came and locked up the doors of the 
Friary, and fo ſhut us up, that we could nei- 
thex go out, nor friends come in to us; ſo that 
friends were forced to go to their inn, at the 
Seorge, being the houſe of one Robert Abbot, 
an innkeeper in the town, (no friend, but a 
friendly man) and there held their meeting. 
In the mean time, Captain Walrond, having 
been exerciſing his men in the field, returned | 
with his troop in great ſtate into the town, q 
by the walls of the Friary, as we beheld 150 ; 
out of the windows, and went and fell up x 
friends as they were met at the ſaid inn, a | 
the affairs of the poor, and other ſervices of 
truth; the men in one room, and. the women 
in n another about their own aflairs; for * 
C 
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| de fined the ſaid Robert Abbot 40l. for wo 
meetings in his houſe, the one of. men; the 
other of women, though there was neither 
\preaching nor praying at that time; and 
forth a warrant to diſtrain his goods, which 
they did; but, to prevent the carrying them 
away, Robert Abbot paid down the money, 
and appealed to the quarter-leſſions, but was 
caſt according to the iniquity of thoſe times, 
which coſt him near 201. more; and he 
no friend, friends could not let him ſuffer for 
bis kindneſs in entertaining them, but paid 
him again, ſo that it coſt friends about 60. 
But behold what followed: Giles Bale, one 
of the officers of the town, who was thought 
to be the inſtigator of this injuſtice, being an 
envious man, and alſo an inn- keeper in the 
town, and ſo. had a ſpleen againſt. the ſaid 
Robert Abbot, and aſſiſted in diſtraining his 
goods for the ſaid meeting. He had ſhut up 
a parcel of ſheep in ahouſe, (as we WEE in 
the Friary) and being ſo buſied in this We 
to ruin his neighbour, that he had fe 
his ſheep for ſome days, as I Ps ſo 
that they eat up a parcel of reed ſheaves a8 
was ſaid, and were moſt of them ſtarved, and 


Glied. And this G. Bale, though he had a 1 85 


good eſtate, and was afterwards = eper of the 


gaol three Jour, yet he grew ſo — 5 (no- 
thing proſpering with him) that when he 
fallowed his land to ſow wheat, he hath let it 


lie again for want of ſeed to ſow it, and ran _ 
* out 
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1 tis aſtate, PPE kis family came to 
Antle. Another officer in the town, R. Mor- 
is, -who was concerned in this work, died 
Joon aſter in a ſad condition. And for Henry 
Walrond, the perſecuting 2 we 55 8 8 
hear more of him er. N 
In the eighth month, I. 2 an eminent 
friend of the formerly, but now join- 
| ing with the ſeparate party aforeſaid, moo 
tvelchefter out of the weft, 
With J. Anderdon, as he rode by, J. A. was 
muy of him, becauſe his name wWas to a paper 
coder; eee to friends; whereupon T. C. 
an away in diſguſt, but I vent after him 
to a friend's houſe, and ſpoke to him foberby 
about-it, telling him the cauſe of it, but he 
was in 2 on with me, and went a 
in a rage, which tended to manifeſt him and 
9 8 party the nen 


of This year (in theeighthmontk) was printed 
und preſented to the king, lords and commons 
„Kr ape-w. , © The:caſe of the 
people called Quakers, ſtated in relation to 

© thelate and preſent ſuffering, „ ce A oo 
* old ſtatutes made againſt Popiſh:recul; 
At che end of which, is a general rear 


* — {as F n 
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1. There have died of our friend in 
priſon, and priſoners for the ex- 
ereiſe of their faitli and conſci- / 

ence in matters "ſpiritual, fore} 
of whom have been beaten and-/: 
bruiſed; being knocked! down atx 
their peaceable. ane, and died], 
of their wounds, 
2. And there remains neun be prilon 
in the ſeveral goals in England | 
and Wales, who ſuffer alſo for the 
teſtimony of a good conſcienee, 
many of which are proſecuted by \, 4276 
writs of exconmunicats capienas, 
and havebeen divers of them cloſely 
confined upon that account for ſe⸗ 
veral years paſt, — 

3. And there have ſuttered i e 7 

ment for meeting and refuſin for 1 

| conſcience fake to ſwear; force off | 4 
whom have had the ſentence of a | 
premunire paſt upon them; and 0 | 
divers of them have had their 

goods ant chattels diftrained, and (2552 

taken from them, | 

4. The number of our Eden ekesm- | 
municated and impriſoned for not 2 
conforming to the public worſhip; , 

And there have hee ſentenesd 7 
for baniſhment, for en ge x98 Fe ICY 
ther to weer en 


rn 
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6. And 
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6. And, beſides the proſecution againſt - 
us upon the | aforeſaid | ftatutes, ,- 
great have been, and till are, the 13 
ſufferings we undergo by ſpoil 
and ruin made upon our goods 
and chattels, upon the laſt act 
made againſt conventicles, in the 
22d Car. II. for our peaceable 
meetings to worſhip God, to the _ 
value of many thouſands of _ 
pounds; which ſufferings have 
been greatly encreaſed in ſeveral 
counties, in a way of revenge, 
ſince our friends have appeared: 
in the late elections for ſuch mem 
bers of parliament, as they be- 
lieved would moſt approve them 
ſelves juſt men for the general 
good of their country; Weich 
great oppreſſions have fallen heavy 
upon poor tradeſmen, farmers, 
ſhop- keepers, and handicrafts; and 
the widows, and fatherleſs chil- 
dren, who have had their very 
beds taken from under them, and 
nothing left but the boards to lie 
en. The ery of which deftruc- ay 
tive proceedings is very loud in 
ſeveral counties of this nation at 
this very moment; and the land 
mourns, becauſe of this oppreſ- 1 
0 Hon: and we . thus EPO | 


Wo 


4 
will be 1 taken into your Ahn 
weighty conſideration. And we 
pray that God may direct you. 


and make you ſenſible of the great e 1 1 
afflictions and calamities we lie 
under, and that for no other 


cauſe but the exerciſe of ur 
tender conſciences, in the fight © © 
wy God, Wan our W hase W 


About this time alſo the following friends, 
viz. Richard Vickris, Edward Erbury, Wil- 
liam Ithell, and Paul Moon, were im priſoned 
in Newgate; Briftol, in the eighth — 
upon writs of excommunicato capiendo; thou gu f 
ſome of them, I think, were committed 
ſome time before. 

Being now a priſoner hs tithes; though 1 
was ſatisfied in myſelf of the truth, from the 
ſenſe which the Lord had been pleaſed to 
give me; and had a teſtimony in my heart 
againſt them and the prieſts, from my child- 
hood; and ſaw that they were wrong in the 
ground, and not compatible with the goſpel 
diſpenſation, but only with the law of Moſes; 
which was abrogated by CHRIST, Who, in- 
ſtead thereof, inſtituted a free miniſtry: Yet 1 
was willing to inform myſelf further in the 
| 8 about tithes, and in order thereto, 
furniſhed myſelf with books on that ſubject, 

V. e Hiſtory of Tithes; Fran. Hew- 


F 4 4 of 
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gills 3 Caſe of Tithes; and the Founda. 
tion of Tithes ſhaken, by Thomas Elwood; 
with many more, by friends and others, By 
which I more fully perceived their Popiſh 
original in 22 che comĩng of Auſtin 7 
the monk, and how they were introduced and 
ſet up, in the night of apoſtacy, by Popiſh 
kings and councils, upon very impious 
grounds, and to ſuperſtitious: and: idolatrous 
ends and uſes, as may be ſeen by what 

follows. 3 F. 

„For not long after, I had a concern upon 
my mind to; write a letter to my adverſary, 
Edward: Ancketyll, to ſhew him his injuſtice! 
ant eruelty towards me, and ta- leave him 
without excuſe: as to his pretence to tithes: in 
this. goſpel day and diſpenſation, as, A teſ- 
*« timony againſt the hireling prieſts and their 
&F tithing trade, who run, 3 the Lord ne- 
, ver ſent them, and therefore cannot profit 
<< the people at all; ſpeaking; a, divination) 
of their own; brains, and not from tha 
mouth af the Lord: Teaching for hire, 
and divining fer money, who are become 
. ſuch brutiſh paſtors, that they have not 
8 ſought the Lord, but cauſe. the people ta 
Derr. by: their lies and by their lightneſs; 
s ſeeking their gain from their quarter, (but 
s never — — crying Peace, peace, 


0 ſuch as put into their mouths, but againſt 


6 them that refuſe, they: prepare war, whoſe 
E eke deſtruQion mp 1 5 
| . 
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(x) 
Jer. xiii, 21, 32. xiv, 14. Kili. 16. Mie, 


iii. 11. Jer. x. 21. Iſa. Ivi. 11. Mic. iii. 9e 
For © if the blind lead the blind, both ſhall 
6 fall into the ditch.”* Matt. xv. 14. | 
In a letter to Edward Ancketyll, prinfirins 6 
Wraxall and N aylſey, wherein his and his 
bretlinens deceit: is diſcovered, and} their in- 
law teproved, by one who believes << that 
Jeſus: Chriſt is come in the fleſh,” 1 Joh 
ny 2. and hath © put an end to the LeviticaP 
e prieſthoad, tithes, and offerings;”” Heb. vi, 
10. andi therefore cannot pay tithes to uphold 
a changeable: prieſthood, for which 1 ſuffer 
bonds at Ivelcheſter by a perſecuting genera- 
tion, whoſe “ rod ſhall not. always reſt on: the 
* back of the righteous.” Pal. cxxv. 3. 
Hear this, © ye prieſts, for judgment is 
* towards you: Hol, v. 1.—lf they muſt 
** depart into everlaſting fire, Matt. xxv, 46, 
that do not viſit Chriſt's members in priſon, _ 
what will be the portion of thoſe that caſt . 
them in? | 
For it is written, The devil ſhall caſt 
* ſome of you into priſon that ye may be 
“tried, and ye ſhall have tribulation ten 
* days; but be thou faithful unto death, and 
„ will give thee a crown of life, Rer. 
ii. 10. 
«* And the dragon was wroth with the 
„ woman, and went to make war with the 
+07 Temnant of her ſeed, which keep the word 
* of 


= to) 


ef God, and the x: of Jeſus,” 8 
Rex. Xii. 17. 

And they overcame him by the blood of 
« the Lamb, and by the word of their teſti- 
mony, who loved not their lives unto the 
death,” Rev. xii. 11: 
. For to us it is given in the- behalf of 
«_ Chriſt, not only to believe in him, but alſo 
to ſuffer for his ſake. Yea, and all that 
vill live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer 
« perſecution.” Phil. i. 29. 2 Tim. iii. 12. 

« But they that ſuffer with Chriſt ſhall 
« reign with him; for the way to life is 
d through death, and without the croks n 
65 in no crown, 2 Tim. ii. 12. 


6 . 
8 
8 | , Fg 
* 

- x * 

7 v3 

N ; 4 

5 . 
o 
* 4 1 * 9 >< 
F 7 + 


1 % * - 


1 2 


To Roads Anand re; 3 Pries PY 
Wraxall and Naylſey; and whom "mn 95 bus 
F. emen, it ey concern. 22 75 


N 1 
* ** 22 


EDWARD ANCEETYLL, | "Ya 4 1 


Ir hath often been in my heut to verde! 

unto thee, but more eſpecially within theſe 
few days it came upon me, and remains with 
me to expoſtulate a little with thee,” concern- 
ing thy dealings towards me, and wherefore 
thou haſt kept me in priſon about 17 months, 
without any juſt cauſe, to my great ſuffering 
and. loſs many ways; of which I ſhall not 
ſay much at preſent, for thou wilt be rewarded 
according to thy works for the evil done to 
me, and I ſhall have my reward for my ſuf- 


ferings, if I continue faithful to the end; nei- 


ther do I complain or murmur againſt the. 
Lord, for he is abundantly good to Iſrael 
“ his people, though the mercies of: * 
* wicked are cruel,” Prov. xii. 10. 
But it may be thou mayſt hope to weary. 
me out by impriſonment, to make me ſubmit 
to thy corrupt will; but I truſt thou wilt fail 
in thy expectation, for the hope of the hy- 


ve e ſhall periſh,” Job viii. 13. But if Pl 


nothing will ſatisfy thee but my blood;: though 


the Lond ſhould permit that thou ſhouldeſt | 
have thy a, yet thou wilt not then be 


4 „„ 1 


0 


4 


ſatisfied, no more than the perſecutors in for- 
mer ages were, when they had * ſlain the 
« witneſſes. of Jeſus, Rev. xi.— And though 
the Lord may give them blood to drink. 1 
who have loved it, yet it will not be for 
their advantage, for they ſhall be drunken 
therewith, and fall and never riſe again. | 

But thou mayſt ſay, I deſire not thy blood 
but tithes; which if thou wouldeſt pay, thou 
mighteſt not lie in priſon. To which I an- 
— That if thou canſt make it appear by 
holy writ, that tithes are now due to tire 
of ENGLAND, and that I have wronged 
thee, I will honeſtly confeſs my error, and ſa- 
tie thee; but till thou haſt fo done, I ſhall 
not count I have wrnnged thee, nen An 
any ſatisfaction. 10 

. r therefore if there is any prerept, e- 
e, or command, in the New - Teſtament; 


Wherein Chriſt; or any of his apoſtles, en- 


Joined: the payment of tithes, now under the 
ion of the goſpel, I challenge thee, 
en anx of thy brethren, to produce it and 
bi bring it forth, for E muſt have plain 
for it, or nothing; and the rather, becauſe 8 
Je pretend the ſcripture is your rule. And; 
therefore, I ſay again, if ye can find any pre- 
_ cept or command in the New Teſtament, 
Which requires the payment of tithes to you 
at this day, ſhew us where it is, or elſe con- 
fels that ye have no rule for what you do: 


Hud do not run back to the time of the _ 


4 


(77) 
undd tell how tithes were ordained: to the Le- 
vitical prieſthood, extccpt Ao nase your» 
ſelves to be of that ſo 
Chriſt to be come in the fleſh; ad when that 
is done ye muſt prove that ye are of the tribe 
. — and then you muſt have no part t 
| OY ret xviii. 20. Deut. x. g. but 
only the tithes; and beſides the poor, the ſa- 
therleſs, the widows, and the ſtranger, Deut. 
iv. 29. Xvi. 41, 14. Xvi. 12. mult be min- 
tained out of them too as well as yon; and 
then alſo you muſt be cireumeiſed; and offer 
Aacrifices to God for the fins: of the people; 
and many other things ye muſt do, if 
plead the law of Moſes in the caſe. For it ik 
but a folly to tell that the ſervices of the lay 
are ended, and yet plead that che wages which 
belonged aide remains; thatisbutfor-your 
own ſelf- intereſt and advantage to maintain 


So Fyourlelves, that ye may live in pride and 
ee upon che the ſweat of; other," men's 
TE 


4 22 ee and ſay thine n 
es e gofpel, ou wk to live of the wal 
pel, 1 Cor. ix. 14. — 48300 
ut Why do ye run to the 2 Js A 
as you do for tithes? which do not to 
the goſpel, but to the law. We know, hey 
D that preach the goſpel; ought to live of the 
ſpel,” Matt. x. 10. and ſo they de (of 
ipel maintenance) but what is Ps to you, 
Ne % preach the Selpel nor lien Fra | 
e 


you wlll 


„„ 

& the' goſpel,” Luke x. 7. for you are not 
end with that, but are "ilk to the law, 
and ſuing: men at the law for tithes, and caſt 
men into priſon (ſome till death) for tithes, 
which are no part of the goſpel, (nor belong- 
_ ing: thereto) but of the nao dh law, (and 
belonging wholly to it) which is ended and 
aboliſhed; and the! prieſthood that took tithes 
1s « changed; 3 and the commandment going 
« before, is diſannulled: For Chrift is come 
* in the fleſh, and hath offered up himſelf 
once through the eternal ſpirit, the one of- 
ol fering for all the offerings, and hath per- 


<-feted for ever them that are ſanQified: 


« And he hath: changed the Levitical prieſt- 
hood that took tithes, and aboliſhed the 
<-firft covenant, / that he might eſtabliſh the 
< ſecond: and blotted out hs hand-writing 
« of ordinances that was againft us, Which 
was contrary to us, and tock it out of the 
«way, nailing it to his croſs: Having abo- 
* liſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the lav 

gf commandments contained in ordinances, 
et even the carnal ordinances, (which made 

not the comers thereunto perfect) but was 
« + impoſed on them until the time of reform 


0 ation, which was, when the ſeed Chriſt 


„ came in the fleſh in the fulneſs of time, 
having ſlain the enmity which ſtood be- 
„ tween man and his Maker; who came 
not to deſtroy the law but to fulfil it.“ 
Feb. vii. 12, 18. 1 John iv. 2. Heb. vii. 27. 


« 79 ) | 
ix. 14. x. 14. viii. 7. x. 9. Col. 1. 2% 


Eph. ii. 15. Heb. ix. 10. x. I. Gal. ii e 
iv. 4. Eph. ii. 16. en 

For though the Sanden ind Phariſbes < paid 
« tithes of = anniſe and cummin, but; at 
the ſame time, neglected the weightier mat 
« ters of the law, judgment, mercy,and truth, 
Matt. xxiii. 23. (for which he cried wo. a- 
gainſt them) * for. theſe things ought they to 
have done, and not to have left the other 
% undone,” Luke xi. 42. The firſt law and 
prieſthood yet ſtanding, wherein the tithes 
were to be brought into the ſtore-houſes for 
the maintenance of the Levites, the poor, & 
and they who refuſed to pay or bring in their 
tithes in thoſe days, robbed God, and were 
„ curſed with a curſe, Mal. iii. 8, 9, 10. 
the outward ordinances remaining yet in 
force: which (with other things) was ſuch _ 
* a yoke upon the necks of the diſciples, 
< as neither they nor their fathers were able 
„to bear,” Acts xv. 10. I ſay, though the 
firſt prieſthood, law, and ordinances, were yet 
ſtanding in force, wherein tithes were com- 
manded * for the office of the prieſthood; 
* for the ſervice of the tabernacle,” -Heb. 
vii. 5. and was to be kept and obſerved by 
them who were yet under it: yet Chriſt ſend- 
ing forth his twelve apoſtles in order to ano- 
ther diſpenſation; even the diſpenſation of 
the goſpel, to proclaim the glad —— of fak 
vation ;—He ſaid to them, 1 * ye have 
£1 « received, 


8 2 


received, Fees give,” Matt. X. vil. and 
[though one jot or tittle of the law was not to 
8 unfulfilled, yet when -Chrift was offered 
on che croſs, he Haid, * It is finiſhed,” 
. 
And wee „ c being come in he 
< feh,”:2 John iv. 2. and offered up thim- 
_. {felfa moſt acre ptable facrifice to God, L forahe 
Nins of the 1 world, in che falneſt x time 
 Appointed'of the Father; and having put an 
end to all thoſe offerings, and, according to 
the will of God, aboliſhed and changed the 
la and prieſthood which commanded and 
Took tithes: He is become the end of the 
Aua for righteouſneſs to every one that 
» bpelieveck in him, Rom. x. iv. I lay 
again: Chriſt being come in the fleſh, | 
and offered up himſelf 3 the eter- 
nal ſpirit, once for all, 2 John vii. he 
hath put an end to the Levitical prieſthood, 
athes, and offerings, and is become an high- 
prieft for ever, not after the order of Aa- 
* ron, but after the order of Melchiſedec, 
who is without beginning of days or end of 


dif: not Uke thoſe priefts, who could < not. 


continue by reaſon of death,” but liveth 
and abideth a prieſt for ever, to make inter- 
ceſion for us; and “ ſuch an be- 
„ cometh us, who is holy, harmleſs, unde- 
* filed, and ſeparate from ſinners: who bs 
made a prieſt, not after the law of a car- 
* nal commandment, — £4 


—_— —_— — H 
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t an endleſs life :” and is become the mi- 


< niſter of the ſanctuary and true tabernacle 


“ which God hath pitched, and not man: 
* and dwells not in temples. made With 
oi hands,” , Heb. vü. 11, 16, 23, 2, 206 
Heb. viii. a. but is long ſince departed from 
them.—“ Who, when he aſcended up on high, 

led captivity captive, and gave gifts unt 
“ men; for the perfecting of the 2 for 
te the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 


<« of the body of Chriſt;” Acts vii. 48. 8 aff if 


iv. 8, 12. — faith, « freely y ye have re- 
* ceived, freely give, Mat. x. 8, Of whom 
the Lord faith, * this is my beloved ſon, hear 
« ye him,” Mark Xs, os t. "OR 

And therefore to plead: for the payment of 


tithes now, (or to ſue for them, pay them, 


or receive them) in theſe evangelical days, 
and under this goſpel diſpenſation, is antichri- 
ſian, and to deny Chriſt's being come in the 
fleſh; and by the ſame rule, all the EE 
rites ad ceremonies, as circumciſion, purifi- 
cations, ſacrifices, and offerings, of the Blood 


of bulls and goats, &c. may be brought in 


and ſet up as well as tithes, which would be 
to introduce Judaiſm inſtead of Chriſtianity: 
Yea, . Popery (as to tithes) in this goſpel day, 
firſt hatched and brought forth in the apoſta- 
tized church of Rome, about the time of Pope 


Gregory, called the Great (who is ſaid to b 
the worſt of all the Roman biſhops that went 
before him, and the belt of all chat came after 
9 . 


[ 


F 


holy 


| Pope s bull (which more in love to the gain, 


82 


kim; fot they | qr ad rk) in K 
towards the ight of darkn eſs and igno- 


rance; when — . men from truth into 


error, then he ſet up tithes to u hold his mini- 
ters; and they were introduced? into this nation, 
p0pflh. and idolatrous kings h ccen- 
ſion of murder and adultery N Ok. king 
6f Mercia, wron ; Killing Ethelbert, king 
of the Eaſt-angley, gave for the remiſſion 
kis fins, the tenth of his revenue or goods to 
church, ſo called. And Ethelwelf, king 
of the Weſt Saxons, becauſe of the Daniſh 
invaſion, to appeaſe the wrath of God for the 
innocent blood he had ſhed, and to merit hea- 
ven, (as they thought todo in thoſe ſuperſtitious 
2 by their good works, falſely To called) 
ve the tenths of his goods and lands td 
the church, in like manner. And Athelſtan, 
king of England, to. pacify the ghoft of his 
murdered brother Edwin, (to whoſe death, it 
is ſaid, he conſented) did not only undergo 
ſeven, years penance, but alſo built certain 
monaſteries; and made a law, that people 
ſhould p pay tithes, hoping thereby to OD | | 
his fins.. And Edgar, king of England, a 
moſt yicious prince, being enamoured with 
Elfrida, wife of earl Ethelwood, to make way 
for the fatisfaction of his inſatiable luſts, join- 
ed with her in murdering her huſband Ethel- 


wood: for the ſatisfying of whoſe death, to 


temove the guilt, and fave himſelf from the 
than 


ar 33 


than oe LEY 
him, he confirmed the payment of tathes, 


and built ſeveral monaſteries and nungeries, 


And Elfrida, his adulterous queen, to make ſan 
tisfaction both for the death of har formen 
huſband, and for that heinaus ſin of making 
away her huſhand's ſon. Edward, ſhe built a 
nunnery at Almsbury in Wiltſhire, &c. 
_— thus were tithes dedicated and 6050 


grounds, after ſuch, a mannar, and to fuck in 
pious ends and uſes, (as ye may read wa 
Rook of Martyrs) that it is a ſhame for an 
that pretend themſelves Chriſtians and — 
— ta plead fos or uphold them, yaz; to 
expiate murders, adulteries, and other: fins; 
for the health of their ſouls, and their fathers 
and mothers, and wives and, childrens, ſouls, 
and the reſt of their relations. alive and dead; 
(as the words are. of many charters in Seiden) 
to maintain idolatrous. houſes and priaſts, - te 
— maſſes, and pray for them (out of: purgar 
ory). when. they were dead; and to, mgrit faly - 
_— by ſuch ſuperſtitious deeds, / And here 
is the foundation of tithes in England. G 
prieſts! for ſhame, never plead for tiches, r 
cept ye will own the church of Rome fn 
your patron, and confeſs that ye are cer 
to her for a maintenance. 
But if ye object, and ſay, Is it ry great 
matter for us to reap your. match ide 30 
* whom. we have fry ſpiritual ae 5 
| 2 1 Cor, 


firmed (though not yet generally) upon. fun 


| E 1 5 
Fe Cor: 0 fi 1 fay, nay; it is no great mat- 
ter for chem that have ſown ſpiritual things, 


0 reap of our carnal things; but we are free 
to adminiſter of our carnal things to them that 
Have ſown ſpiritual to us, where there is occca- 
ſion; and” the workman is worthy of his 
„ meat,” Matt. x. 10. But what is this to 
ou? To whom have ye ſown ſpiritual things? 
not to me, I am ſure). And where do the 
ſpiritual fruits appear which the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of? which are love, joy, peace, long- ſuffer- 
ing, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
| ©-terperance;” * (patience, humility, ſobriety, 
"Holineſs, Sc.) ** againſt which there is no 
„ law: hut, the other hand, do not the 
contrary fruits appear, as hatred; e 2 
« emulations, wrath, ſtrife, envyings, '&c: 
Gal. v. 20, 21, 22, 23. hi aheomidttectnbls; - 
wantonneſs, pride, idleneſs, |; 2 fulneſs of -. 
bread? Are not many of your pariſh hearers 
5 more like heathens than 4 chriſtians? Do 
not drunkenneſs, whoredom, ſwearing, lying, 
cozening, and the like, abound amongſt 
them? Do ye not ſee how the nations are 
become liké a deſolate wilderneſs as to the 
knowledge of God? Wherein have ye pro- 
fited the people at all? And is it not becauſe 
| "have run, and the Lord never ſent 
Ig you? ?” Saying, thus faith the Lord, 
„hen he hath not ſpoken to you; the pro- 
"0 phets propheſying falſely, and the prieſts 
* bearing rule by cheir means: committing 
5 8 * N a hor- 


"C8 F- 
N horrible and filthy thing in the land? 
2 preaching for hire, and ne for mo 
and the people loving to have it ſo, * 
Xxili. 1 5, 21, 31. Not like the aboldiba; for 
ye are not made miniſters by the l of God, 
as Paul was, but by the will of man Vor 5 
the younger ſons of gentlemen are comm. 
ſent to the univerſities of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, to be made prieſts: which are places 
of ſuch looſeneſs and prophanenels, as is he- 
yond the bounds of modeſty to relate; (ſtink- 
ing fountains indeed) as I have in part ſeen 
with my eyes, and which may be read in 
many books; (and how can ſuch as are carnal 
ſowipiritual things ?) and when they have been 
there, it may be ſeven years, the time of an 
apprenticeſhip, and taken their degrees, &c: 
then they come abroad like locuſts (as Luther 
called them) and make friends to ſeek for a 
parſonage; and if they cannot get one, to ſet 
up for themſelves, then they muſt be journey - 
men fora while, till they can get a place; and 
then whatever: becomes of thè leſſer, they will 
be fure to run to the greater benefice as ſoon 
as they can: And thus, like tradeſmen, they 
truck from place ta place to fel} their wares 
vrhere they can get moſt gain, and turn with 
the times, as they did in the late times. The 
Jame men, many 3 them, that were firſt for 
the king (Charles I.), when he could not up- 
hold 8 any longer then they turned to the 
Parliament for their oπ¼πAn ends, and called the 
ii?) NES > 
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Sener vage book, hell, and Egyptian . 
3 and flocked to Oliver, that he 
in Pabeide for them and protect them; 
ant when he was dead, then they petitioned 
his ſon Richard, and flattered him, calling his 
father, the light of their eyes, and the breath 
ef their noſtrils; and that he had been their 
Moſes to bring chem out of the land of Egypt; 
and chey hoped, that he (Viz. his ſon Richard) 
9 to jead them into the 
land of promiſe, Which was but a good fat 
benefice of tithes and au ations; and thus 
they have daubed the powers of the earth, 
that they might uphold their corrupt intereſt. 
And then when the king (Charles II.) came 
in, they generally turned to him, 
to him: 
mon- prayer up again and the furplice be put 
on, &. And thus they have turned to and 
fro, hither and thither, according to the times, 
to keep their places and benefices, and en 
Their tithes, — ior the Tool Fere 
Unriſt, but their own bellies: And if ever 
Popery ſhould be brought in or fet up again, 
God forbid) it is much if many of 
them do wot join with it, if they could get 
any thing by it, if one may judge by What 
hath been; and people begin to ſee what they 
are, and which way they are affected, if time 
and opportunity did but ſervez and yet the 
uſed to ery out againſt the Quakers, (as 
ace _ e e ee the ancient 
* 


ſwore 
and Directory muſt down, and Coms 


e 
Chriſtians, NMartyrs, and firſt ee | 


that they will not obey. the kin s laws, 
though we are ſubject, as the es were, 
and ſubmit, as they did, to every ordinance 
of man, by doing or ſuffering, for conſcience 
lake, Rom. Xiii. 5. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 

Ye prieſts would make people believe, If 
ye could, that ye watch for their ſouls; but 
hy then are ye ſo much concerned about 
their corn, and hay, and other things? You 
watch when the corn is ripe, and graſs cut; 
and when the cows do calve, 5 yean, 
&c. And how many calves, lambs, and pigs 
they have: And how many hens and geeſe 
people do keep; how many eggs they, have, 
&c. Theſe are the things you watch and 
wait for, more than for thaw Hide And 
like Eli's ſans, would take it by force, or 
caſt men into priſon for tithes; though you _ 
5 Cry peace, PEACE t0-them that put, into 

„your -mouths,” 1 Sam, ii. 16. but if any 
refuſe, you prepare war againſt them: = | 

_ they give you ſomewhat to bite e, 
| TY _—_ ? * 

ut you again; C a 
« warfare ot bs own charge? He 3 
« eth a vingyard, may eat of the fruit there- 
« of; and he chat eh a flock, may eat 
« of che milk of the flock,” 1 Cor, ix. 7. 
all which we grant, chat they who. 1 a 
vmnepard, and feed a flock, Ws eat thereof. 
en e LW has markare do 


you 
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u go? fave Hecht one pariſh or benefice to 


. nag (that 1 is, from the leſſer to the great- 
ert) which you love ſo well, that you will 
ly Hay go far from it if you can help it. The 


L 3 Turks, and Indians, may do what 


will for you, who love your eaſe too 
to go far from' home to' convert them, 


; if you Bhi, except there was a better ſti- 


pend ſettled. Yea, I ſay, what is your war- 


fare ? What are your weapons? Who is your 


captain? And what e u war againſt? An- 


4 8 theſe thin g8. 


what e have 
u planted? Abic where are they or their 


| ais Are your hearers planted or graffed 
into the true vine? Are not the nations ra- 
ther as a wilderneſs, than the vineyard or 


garden of God, overgrown with briars and 


"thorns, ſcratching and tearing one another? 


Doth not the wild nature ſtill appear by its 


fruits? And what flocks have you fed? (not 


us, for we are none of your flocks; and ſo 


hy your own rule, you are not to eat of our 


milk, but of the flock you gather or feed). 
And where is the Lamb's nature to be "AY 


among you? Are you not rather rough, more 


like the hands of Efau than Jacob, or a 
flock of goats than ſheep? and more like 


wolves and lions, than lambs? r rending and 


devouring one another; and perſecuting the 


lambs of Chriſt. And do not your flocks 
rather feed you, than you them? And as for 
r e of the * ” Do ye not know, that 
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* hey which miniſter about holy things 
“ live of the things of the temple, &. 
1 Cor. ix. 13. all which we know as well 


as you, and grant it was ſo under the law: _ 


“And they which waited at the altar, were 
* partakers with the altar,” But what is that 
to you, who pretend to be | miniſters of the 
goſpel, and — of the law, or temple, or 
altar? For it is plain, that as, under the oth 
the prieſts lived of the things of the tem- 
1 pie and altar, even ſo, ſaith the apoſtle, 
„ hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
8 preach the goſpel ſhould. live of the goſ- 
* pel,” ver. 14. a plain diſtinction between 
che law and goſpel, and their maintenance. 
And beſides, whatever liberty Paul, or any 
other miniſter of the goſpel, had or have, who 
«ſow ſpiritual things, to reap carnal, &c. 
7 Paul faid, „he had uſed none of theſe 
4 things, ver. 15. And what holy things 
| have you miniſtred about? Are not your holy 
duties defiled? Vour beſt performances ſin, 
according to your own confeſſions? And do 
you not plead for fin and imperfection all 
your. days? (and ſo uphold. the devil's king- 
dom) wah that there is no perfection or free- 
dom from ſin on this ſide the grave? Tho 
God and Chriſt ſays, Be ye holy, for I 
am holy;“ and, “ be ye perfect, even as 
4 your Father which i is in heaven is perfect; 
Lev. xi. 44. xx. 7. Mat. v. 48. But that ye 


ſay is impoſſible, and ſo would . God a 
5 | * 


3 90 
Har, and Chriſt a hard maſter; as if they com- 


rome miniſters of fin and not of righteouſ- 
„Which 1 is not glad tidings to any Weary 


foul 

And if ye ſay 
* be muzzled that treadeth out the corn, 
x Corin. ix. 9. I ſay ſo too. But what corn 


have ye trodden out? And where doth the ſeed 


appear? If ye had no more corn than what 


you tread out, 
bread. It is fit that the ox ſhould be fed by 


him that employs him, but not by another: 


But ye are not ſo honeſt as .the poor 
afs; for the ox knoweth his owner, and 
the aſs his maſter's crib,” Iſa. i. 3. 
ere content to feed at it; but you are not, 


„ 


Foun have not laboured; and expe& wages 
from them that never hired you. And the 


«tures, is, when you go a warfare, not to go 
at Four on charge: And when you plant 


be muzzled when you © tread out the corn: 
and, that he that ploweth ſhould plow in 
“ hope; and that he that threſheth in hope, 
e Thould be partaker of his hope: and they 


mat ſow ſpiritual things, to reap carnal 


* things;” and they *that preach the goſpel, 
e live of the goſpel,” 1 Cor. is, 10. (chat 
is 


— — 


manded that which is 1mpoflible to be done, 


you might ſtarve for want of 


and 


you can pretend to from theſe ſerip- 


1 
vineyard, to eat of the fruit thereof, and of 
the milk of the flock you feed; and not to 


again, * The ox ib not to 


Hut would force them to feed yon for whom = 


is; of goſpel maintenance) which is free; ime: 
as that opens peoples hearts to receive them 
and not to Re others to maintain chem, for 
whom they do none — nd 
man is the ſum of the matter. 

But what have ye to do to tell vf Sun, 
N who are not content with their ap- 
pointment or allowance? For though Chriſt 
faid, the workman is worthy of dis meat; 
„ and the labourer of his hire, Mat. x. 10. 


Luke x. 7. For whom have ye laboured "of | 


wrought? And what is the work ye have 
done? Have not others rather laboured ant 
wroughthard for you, to maintain you in pride 
and idleneſs? Chriſt faid to his 4difciples, 


% Into whatſoever city, town, or Houſe, ye 


© enter, and they receive you, there remain, 
2 Zen and drinking fach tl 


content with this, viz. - what they give freely, 


for yon will take away the temth of people's 
— (or rather, the tenths of their labour 


as "they 
« give, and are fet before you; till yu gs 
* thence,” Luke x. 5, 7, 8. But ye are not 


5 ; % 


and fruits of their induſtry) by force, Whether 


they receive you, or are worthy, or no: and 
fue men at the law, and take treble damages, 


precedent in all the ſeriptures, either in 


things, thew us where it is. Beſides, if you 


evuls prove yourſelves to be ſuch 1 the 
| apoſtle 


ard fometimes mack more; which Chriſt and 
his apoſtles never did: and if you can H 


the time of the law or the goſpel, for theſe. 


„ 


e Paul ſpoke of: (which you are never 


95 able to do). Yet Paul ſaid, he had uſed 


none of theſe things, (but laboured and 
& wrought with his hands, to miniſter to 
his neceſſities: remembering the words of 
the Lord Jeſus, how he faid, it is more 
L blefled to give than to receive) that he 
« might not be chargeable to any, and that 
* he might make the goſpel of Chriſt with- 
« out charge. You are more like the Scribes' 


. and Phariſees, (whom Chriſt .cried wo 


6, againſt) who laid heavy burdens upon 


other men's ſhoulders, and devoured wi- _ 


« dows - houſes, and for a pretence made 


= $2008; prayers; who wore long robes, ſtood 
praying in the ſynagogues, loved the up- 


emol rooms at feaſts, the chief ſeats in | 


6 the aſſemblies, 


which. Chriſt forbad, and ſaid, © the tree is 
7 known by his Fruits, and by their fruits 
© ye ſhall — them, 1 Cor. ix. 15, 18. 

oh iv. 12. Acts xx. 33, 34. 1 Thel. ii. 9. 2 Theſ. 
iii. 8. Mat. xxiii. 4, 14. vi. 7. Mark xi. 38. 

39. 40. Luke xi. 43. xx. 46, 47. Prov. 
Xxiii. 23. And more, like one of old, who 


5 greetings in the markets, 
. and to be called of men, Rabbi, or maſter;” 


offered to buy the gift of God; yea, Worſe 


in ſome reſpect; for ye not only pretend to 

— it, or purchaſe your miniſtry at the 
univerſity, but to ſell it again; for it is bet- 
ter, if it was poſſible, to buy it, than to ſell 
it: and if he was rejected for mai Ms" ta 


\ 


to buy 
. | 


* 
8 apt 


N 
buy it; ſo ought they much more that pres 
tend to ſell it; 1 5 therefore repent of TO 5 
deceit, in deceiving; the poor people. 
Another inſtance of your deceit is, in 
tendirig to be miniſters of Chriſt, and yet 
teach people to bteak his commands; elſe, 
why am I excommunicated and impriſoned 
through thy, occaſion, by the biſhop and his 
proud chancellor, in their illegal court at 
Wells? and, as ye pretend, curſed out of the 


: 


church, which I was never in, or of; and 


in your fooliſh conceits delivered to Satan? =; 
And, laſtly,” to the jailor; for no other cauſe, 
in the firſt place, than refuſing: to pay tithes . 
and receive the ſacrament (ſo called) for 
which ye have no ſeripture or example, 
from Chriſt or his apoſtles. And, ſecondliy, 
for refuſing to ſwear, contrary to the com- 
mand of Chriſt and his apoſtle James, in an- 
{wer to the libel, which is ſo falſe, that one's 
word is ſufficient to deny without ſwearing, 
becauſe I am charged with ſeveral acres of 
corn which I never had; and ſo many hun- 
dred buſhels in an acre, that the like was 
hardly ever heard of. Are theſe the fruits of 
your miniſtry? O ye prieſts, &c. be aſhamed 
of your lies and deceit! And yet I am im- 
priſoned, as it is alledged in the writ, for my 
| contempt and diſobedience,” in not obſerving 
certain honeſt and moſt lawful commands, 
of the biſhop. or his deputy, in not taking 
ay Ry oath upon the holy evangeliſts, - 
faithfully 


T& 1 


faithfully to anſwer to certain 
articles exhihited in a libel wag part; as if 
their commands were more laveful than Chriſt'a, 


man? judge ye. O for ſhame! never pre- 
tend to be miniſters of Chriſt till ye learn to 
keep his commands! for — hall 
break one of the leaſt of Chriſt's com- 
mandments, and ſhall- teach men ſo, he 
* hall be called the leaſt in the kingdom 


F aof heaven,” Acts iv. 19. v. 29. Mat. v. 19. 


and yet ye not only teach, but would force 
men ſo to do: And after all, that the hiſhop 


mould ſay in the bebe I 
have e wre that there were none in 
in his dioceſe, for conſcience, ſeems 
to me to be the height of obdurateneſs; as if 
eee ee eee God, and abuſe 
bis poor/people. - 
O ye erddfin/ de read the feape 
tures and eccleſiaſtical hiſtories; particularly 
Euſebius, and Fox's Ads and Monuments of 
the Church: and ſee. your image in the perſa- 


cutors of God's people in all ages: „ 


ſerve how. many of the ancient Chriſtians, 
and godly 2 martyrs, have borne; their 
teſtimony againſt thoſe. two. great oppreſſions, 
, of tithes and ſwearing; which, with many 
other things, have been a clog and: a burthen 
upon the conſciences of God's faithful wit- 


5 re, through many generations: and though 


2 


poſitions and | 


whoſe command is, « Swear not at all,” Mat. 
v. 34. And whom ought we to obey, God or 


' 
, 
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you may. © garniſh the tombs of the rightes 
* ous, and fay, if ye had been in their days, 
ye would not have perſecuted them, Mat. 
xxiii. 29, 30. yet, if ye do the ſame things, 
ye are of the ſame ſpirit and generation, that 
er perſeeuted the juſt and righteous ſeed of 
God, in all ages; and are doing the fame 
things to your power. Mourn and weep” 
Jam. iv. g. for the miſery that is coming upon 
you: Your kingdom is ſhaken and fall 
apace, and your {ſkirts ſhall be diſcover 
more and more; and your deceit made ma- 
nifeſt to all men; and people ſhall fly frond 
you, as for their lives, in the day when the 
Lord ſhall ſmite the idol ſhepherds, — 
all their flocks ſhall be ſcattered,” Er. a 11 
26. x. 21. Deck xi. 1 WT. 
You ſay, O ye prieſts, that & God lack ” 
« ordained the tithes for you,” but how is 
it then that the Lord doth not put it into 
oples hearts to pay you more freely than 
they do? Do ye not fee how | ola be- 
gin to decline from you? And of whom 
could you aſſure yourſelves of a maintenance, 


did not the laws of the nation force them to * 


uphold you? And if tithes were but taken 
away, Or- ** laws that uphold them, and 

left to yourſelves; then it would ſoon be ſeen 
how 4.x you could ſtand of yourſelves, and 
preach freely; ſurely, not long: for no PT. 
no pater noſter. And were not x 

in bondage to you by a law, they would Fas 


COINC 
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RE WT 
dome out from among you, if tithes were 
put down, as no doubt they will in the Lord's 
time. For he hath * his hand againſt 
"5 «your diſhoneſt gain, Ezek. xxii. 13. and 
put it into the hearts of many, to deny them 
as /antichriſtian in theſe -goſpel days; and 
raiſed us up to bear a teſtimony. againft | 
them; and we believe he will in his own 
time, eaſe his people of this, oppreſſion: And 
was! but liberty of conſcience! once granted, 
for all to werſhip God as they are perſuaded 
in their own minds, and left free — ts ot 
their own teachers as they ſaw. good, without 
compulſion, (which is ſo ee that one 
would think none ſhould be againſt it) then 
might the merchants of Babylon lament, 
© becauſe no man buyeth their merchandize 
any more, Rev. xviii. 11. And were 
but people © valiant for the truth upon the 
earth, fer. ix. 3. and not enſlaved in their 
minds for fear of ſufferings, they would have 
ſhook off this nile * of bondage 
long ago. «OJ 
But are you not W ee for the | 
tithes, than the tithes for you, by being ſent 
to the univerſity, to be made miniſters: for 
the ſake of the tithes, to get a maintenance 
thereby? And were it not for the profit and 
—— ſake, to live at eaſe in gt fleſh; 
| becauſe of the tithes, the people might do 
n hey qi and go e een pe 
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for then, or any love they have to, 


concern for them. This love of money U . N 
the root of all evil, which. while ye ſo muck | 


covet after, ye have erred from the. faith, 
Sc. 1 Tim. * 10. For covetouſneſs 
by idolatry: and they that will be rich, 
“into temptation atid a ſnare, and into many 
. fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown-men 
6 in deſtruction and perdition: but the man 
* of God ought to ſlee theſe things, and fols | 
4 low after righteouſneſs,” &c. Col. iii. 5. 
1 Tim. vi. 9, 11. And Iſaiah, that evanges 
lical prophet, making proclamation of L 
„ ſaid, Ho, every one that 
& come ye to the waters, and he that bath no 
„money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, com 
„ buy wine and milk without money, a0 


4 without price,” Ia. ly. 1. And Chriſt he 


Prophet and High Prieſt of our piglets 
ion, whom all are to hear, ſaith, « freely. 1 
have received, freely give, Mat. &. * 
& And the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Com, 
„and let him that heareth, ſay, Come: 
let him that is athwſt, come: pt hh oj 
© ſoever will, let him take of the water of 
fe freely,” Rev. xxii. 17. And if any 
* man bring; or preach, any other doctrins 


« than that we have received, we are not to 
“ receive him into our houſes, or with him 


Gad ſpeed,” &c. Gal. i. 9. 2 John 10. 


O ye prieſts! take notice of theſe things, 


and leave off 3 and oaſking men 
into 


— 
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into priſon for tithes. Is this a time for 


2 you, ye evil ſervants, to be eating and drink- 


ing to exceſs; and ſmiting your fellow-ſer- 


vants With the fiſt of wickedneſs? Vour wea- 


pons are not ſpiritual, like the apoſtles, but 


* carnal: wreſtling with fleſh and blood againft g 


the truth, and them that live in it, Mat. xxiv. 


48. 2 Cor. x. 4. Eph. vi. 12. Know ye not, 


that the maſter of the houſe is returning to 
take an account of his ſervants, and give to 


every one his due reward? O take heed! 


leſt he come upon you at unawares, and caſt 


you into utter darkneſs, who have hated the 


light, and loved darkneſs rather, becauſe 


your deeds are evil,” John iii. 19. Be- 


hold, the Judge ſtandeth at the door, who 


judgeth righteouſly, and will not acquit the 


guilty: and if he condemn you, his Judg- 


ment is Juſt: © Who will render to every 
„man according to his deeds, Rom. ii. 6. 
Therefore be warned in your life-time, 
aid repent ere it be too late, leſt your lat- 
ter end be like ſome of the former perſecu- 


Tors of God's people, recorded in the ſcrip- 
tures of truth, &c. And the Lord is the 


ſame that ever he was, and changeth not; 
who though he may bear long, yet he 
* will not let the wicked go unpuniſhed,” 


' Prov. xi. 21. And though judgment. may 


not be ſpeedily: executed, and therefore the 
heart of the wicked are wholly ſet in them to 
do Wee yet, W is the Lord's, and he 


will 
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Will repay it in due time, and reward all men 
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according to their works: and it is a righteous 


thing with God, to recompence tribulation to 
them that trouble his people, and to them 
ho are troubled, reft with him, Eccleſ. vil. 

TT. Rd: KL 19. 2 Thet 1; .. 

O ye perſecuting tribe of men! how have 
ye made a prey of the people of God! Feed - 
.* ing yourſelves, but not the flock; eating 
* the fat, and clothing with the wool: but he 
« will deliver his flock from your mouths, 
that they may not be meat for you, and 
they ſhall no more be a prey,” Ezek. xxxtv. 
1 to 22 verſe. But ye have riot turned. 
the people from their evil ways, but rather 
encouraged them therein by your example: 
ſo that from you, is prophaneneſs gone 
U forth into all the land, Jer. xxiii 1 5. for 
like prieſt, like people, —nay, you are ra- 
ther like the fooliſh prophets that Follow their 


own ſpirits, and have feet: nothing: ſedue- 


ing the people for handfuls of barley, and” 


pieces of bread; cauſing people to err by your - 


lies and by your lightneſs; making merchan- 
dize of ſouls for diſhoneſt gain: looking to 
2 own way, every one for his gain from 
is quarter, but never have enough, running 
greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, 
loving the wages of unrighteouſneſs as As 
did, and will periſh in the gainſaying of Core, 
except ye repent. Ezek. xill. 3 to 19. Jer. 

XU; 32. 2 Pet. ii. 3. Jude o_ 
'H2 1" 


1 - PP the contrary | in plain 
terms, that if tithes were now due, it is not 
19 you; not {ecking to ſhun or evade any ar- 
eee from ſeript Ure: 1 
— * not Tha can be urged 9 58 of 
190 20 12 ye dere to be Further ſatisſied, read 
N 's Great Caſe of Tithes, T. Ell- 
5 0 b Foundation of Tithes Ts, R. Ri- 
; Ro & 's Teſtimony againſt Tithing among 
+ Chriftians,” &c. which you have not, nor 
ever will be able to anſwer or refute: But when 
you areconfuted as to any divine Abe vou 
fly to Your laſt refuge, laying, The! aw Ser | 
them vs, and we will have them; which is but 
a poor ſhift for a goſpel miniſter to run to the 
law for his defence, Which originally gave them 
to Popiſh prieſts; and are claimed by a Popiſh 
law to TED day, ag due to God and holy church; 
but till you can prove them, and your practice 
in receiving them, by ſcripture or divine inſtitu- 
p at K day, you muſt give us leave to re- 
ent of them, (though we ſuffer 

101 15 1 on good ground, deny you to 
be miniſters of Chriſt for receiving them, go 
ing to law for them, ang — ſuch as 


Lannot for conſcience ſake pay th 


There is arjother book written on this dice. called 
The Great Caſe of Pithes,“ by Anthopy je, all 
"oY, — reader is alſo referred. 


— — — 
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And ice having #quitted myſelf of 
any obligation t to pay tithes in this gofpel- day 
I do now as a Chriſtian and Proteſtant demand 
. toy Btherty from under this oppreſſive anti 

ehriſtian yoke of bondage. 

And this I have to Sveni thee o, cat 
free my imprifonment in this place, 1 Have 
often beets very it as to my health, throught 


Hoſe confinement, and want of common cons .. * 


veniences ſo far from cre not that I com- 
plain to thee, or expect ting of thee' but 


God and men; and if T do otherwiſe than 
well, my blood will lie at thy door, and thou 
wilt not be guiltleſs: But however it may be 
ordered as to me, I hope I fhall be content 
in the will of God, and leave my cauſe to 
him if I periſh through thy cruelty. O. why 
ſhould thy Hoary head % ove to the grave 
flained with blood? Repent, repent, if thow 
eanſt find a place, and turn to the Lord with 
all thy heart, that he may ſhew thee mercy, 
before his fury break out and there be no 
remedy: For ſurely the Lord will viſit for 
theſe things, and thy head will hardly go 
down to the grave in peace except thou re- 
penteſt. O that thy ſoul might be ſawed! 1 
wiſh well to thee, and defite thy falvation, 
whatever I ſuffer from thee. that thou 
* mayeſt know in this thy 45 the things 
© that belong to thy peace, before they be hid 
* from thine eyes, Luke xix. 42. I am 
. concerned 


my liberty, Which z muy At in de fight &f Oh 


162) 
5 concerned for thee,. and can freely en 
thee What thou haſt done to me: Thou art 
already old, and thy days will ſoon come to an 
end, and an account thou muſt give of thy 
deeds done in the body, and rgceive a reward 
according to thy works. L am loath to treat 
' thee ſo harſhly as thy dealing with me des 
ſerves; yet this 1 know, that if thou wilt be 
happy, and come to know, © Peace with God 
* when time ſhall be no more,” thou muſk 
come to the © light of Chriſt,” which ſhines 
In thy dark heart, to ew thee thy evil 
deeds, eyen all that ever thou haſt done, 
John i i. 9. viii. 12. The grace of God that 
* brings ſalvation which appears to all men, 
= 2 teaching them (that learn of it) to deny un- 
* godlinels and worldly luſts, and to live ſ 
< berly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
< ſent world,” Tit. ii. 11, 12, Which lebt, 
| grace, and ſpirit of God, will work the ſalva- 
tion of all that believe in it, receive it, and 
obey it, from ſin here and wrath to come. 
And thou muſt, repent from ſin and dead 
works, even with that repentance which is 
never to be repented of, that thy ſins may be 
blotted out before thou goeſt ce and ſeeſt 
man no more; elſe thou wilt “ die in thy 
ſins, and whither Chriſt is gone thou canſt 
&« not come, Jo. viii. 21, 24. This is true, 
according to ſcripture; wherefore be wile, and 
confider thy latter end; and mind not the 


thingy 


th 5 þ, y 7 X 


8 1e) 8 
things of this world more than that which is. | 


And as for that indie Ke Py, or wor- 
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thip, that cannot ſtand or ſubſiſt without.foree -* 


or violence, it cannot be the true miniſtry, 
for that can ſubſiſt without it. Vea, I believe, 
the Lord will never want true evangeliſts to 
preach the everlaſting goſpel of glad tidings 
and ſalvation to the ſons and daughters 
of men: not like the Pope's. droniſh di- 
vines, who, under a pretence of ſerving 

Chriſt, have devoured the good of many 
lands in the ſervice of their luſts and bellies; 
having their hearts © exerciſed with covetous 
practices, 2 Pet. ii. 14. minding: not hea» 
venly, but earthly things, and loving the 
creatures more than the Creator, whoſe minds 
are in the earth, © ſeeking thoſe things Which 
are here below,” Col. ni. 1, 2, and not 
thoſe which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth, 
who have not firſt ſought. the“ kingdom of 
God, and his KW Ie, Mat. vi. 33. 
where the addition of other things are known 8 
in ſeaſon; which if ye had, things would pro- 
ſper better with you than they do; for it is 


evident, the bleſſing of God doth not attend 


your ill-gotten gain, but a curſe fallows it, 
inſomuch that many men with ſmall eſtates 
live far better than you do with ſome hundreds 
by the year; ſo that your great incomes do not 
make you rich, and there is little laid up in 
ſtore for your children: For * to 198 
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ſhall ſay little more of theſe things, for people 
foe it plain 9 are ready to judge 


m4 


proſper. But 


. 
der fay, * Repent that your fins 
be blotted out, Acts iii. 19. and turn 


> Acer rogers 
& eonfets, but forfake your fins,” Prov. Xxvili. 

13. that he may hear 
mercy upon you, whie 
for 


r prayers and have 
is e deſire 


no more feen. However, I fhall be fatisfied 
in that J have warned you of theſe things, and 


borne my teſtimony! to the truth in my day, 
both by doing and ſuffering; and having 
| cleared my conſcience to you, and thee in 


icular, I hall reſt in the Lord, in whom 
"have peace, (glory to him for ever) which 
you cannot take away, being above the wrath 
of manz—and no you hear or forbear 
F ſhall be elear in the ſight of God: If you 
periſh in your gainſaying, and if thou or — 
others, yet perſiſt in your cruelty 

and continue in hardneſs of heart againſt God F 


| 1 his people, deſpiſing inſtruction, and hat- 


g to be reformed, I ſhall leave you to the 


5 = 25 and commit our cauſe to him who 


fadgeth righteouſly, and will © render to 


* every man according to his deeds: To 
* them who by patient continuance in well. 


| " Wo. leek for gory honour, and immors 
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any of you, that ye may come to know _ 
peace with him, before ye go hence and be 
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« 'talit}; eternal life. But unto them har 


8 are contentious, and do not obe —_— 
© but: obey unrighteoufricks; indignation and 


« wrath,” Ste. Roma, ii, G, 7, 8, 9. And Wr 
i» here written ſhall: ſtamd as a witneſs 
againſt theez and I expect thy anſwer heres = 
e ee e in „ PONOIEE where: x 5 
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; ward bonds, for eſti- 
| mony again ft 22525 'and though ar . 


© chnillfan- oppreſſion of to . 2235 2 
| 20 month, 3689, Ito truth, 


. © JOHN? WRITING, 


A copy of the i letter Fab — 
ee by my kinſman, William Rums 
ney, to 7 Ancketyll the younger, for 
the hands of his father, at the ſteeple-houſe 
at Naylſey, the 19th of the roth month fol- 
lowing the date thereof, where it was read 
openly among the people by an eminent man 
of the pariſh, who was ſoon aſter convinced 
of the Sk the ſaid Edward Ancketyll, jun. 


promibing, on behalf of his father, that they 


"wo 5 
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5 mguld „ it to the clergy, and er 
hit never did, and afterwards ſaid, they would 


not anſwer it, and ſo were worſe — their 
words; my adverſary being troubled that it 


was made ſa public, though his ſon when 


he was preſſed not to conceal it, not only 
gave it to his hearers, and conſented to the 
reading of it there, as aforeſaid, but ſaid, if 


I would, it ſhould be read at the high-croſs 
in Briſtol, my deſire being that it ſnould be 
made public. And another time, at the fprink« 
ling of a neighbour's child, diſcourſing about 


it, one of their chief hearers ſaid, he did be- 
lieve in his conſcience, that it was true ev 
word of it. Whereupon the old prieſt broke 


out in a rage, and faid, I was a rogue, and ſa 


were they that did take my part; and called my 


letter railery: but I gave them no ſuch names, 
for I treated them in ſcripture language; and 15 
to evade anſwering me, they faid, it was writ- 
ten by John Anderdon, my fellow-priſoner, 
which is falſe: And, Aua for an excuſe, 
ſaid, It was not worth anfwering; v f 
the old OO! that A bad ſhift is better that 
mine. * 
But worth or not 9 ſo it is like to x6 | 
main for them, who ſeem reſolved, as long as 
the law-upholds them, to take no notice. of 


whatever is urged againſt them and their prae- 


tice, out of the goſpel; and therefore, ſeeing 


* it ſtands over their heads unanſwered, [ now 


1 it to the reader's judgment, 
And 
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And I a 96 to all, who have any S 


of honeſty, whether it was juſt or ceaſonily 
to perſecute and abuſe us at their pleaſure, 


without giving account of their ſo doing ac 2 


cording to ſcriptute; though they pretend the 
{cripture is their rule, but will not be ruled by 
it; and yet cry out of Popery, but live in the 
ſame ſpirit, and do the ſame things to their 
power, witneſs their delivering over to the 
ſecular power, to be gaoled, though not 
burnt; denying the Pope, but upholding 
Popery, as I could ſhew in many things, if * 
they would ſtand the teſt. But if nothing in f 
prevail with them “ to do juſtly, love merey, - 
&c. Mic. vi. 8, we muſt leave them ta the 
judgment of the great day, when it will not 
be enough to plead they had a law for What 
they did, any more than it did excuſe the 
Jews, who ſaid, © They had a law, and by: 
their law Chriſt ought to die, John xix. 75 
But, * Depart from me, I know. ye not, 
Luke xi. 27. will be pronounced to all the 
workers of iniquity (who inſtead of “ r. 
" geiving, viſiting, or mmniſtering” unto him, 
Mat. xvi. 27. perſecute him, and impriſon his 
members, „When the Son of man ſhall come 
& in the glory of his kingdom, with his holy 
{© angels, whom he will ſend forth, and they 
| 6 ſhall gather out of his kingdom all things 
| that offend, and them which do i iniquity, 
8 "Tow: ſhall the righteous ſhine forth 
F by me ſun, in the kingdom of their father 
N weng. 


. tone) that they have not received freely (be- : 


Ns „ee, hath cas to hear, lot lin heat” Mat. 
2 5 iii. 41, 43. 

£15 = ron ye fs wed; 
a & freely giv Mat. x. 8. But the prieſts 
of England 9 rag wilt fay (as ſome have 


caiſe it ebſts them money to be made 2 
erz) and therefore cannot freely give. In 
which; though they ſpeak truly, yet they 
thereby prove themſelves to be no miniſters 
of Chriſty for they receive freely, and ſo mi- 

miſter freely again; but theſe do not, having 
not received freely, but are hirelings; for * the 
git of God is not to be bought and ſold 
_ © with money, Ads viii. 20. if it had, then 
Simon Magus might have bought it, but he 


could not; and if he was rejected for offering 
to 


duy it, without doubt They: are as reprove · 
Able who pretend to ſell it: From which na- 
tarally ariſes this argument __ oy Fin 
ee on Matt. *. 8. 


e minifters of Chriſt f 
2 received the goſpel freely of Chriſt: 38 
Aud therefore adminiſter it freely again. 
Bur they who do not preach the goſpelfreely; a 
Becauſe 


they have not received it freely, 
They have not received the goſpel of Chriſt; 
And therefore are no miniſters of Chriſt 


The common Engliſh Proteſtants (ſo called) 
may be — to king Saul and his rhom 
whom 
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1. the Lord commanded hs | the mouth of 


his hands, and gave it to 3 neighbour. gl 
„ his wha was better than he, 1 
1 „ obeyed nat the werd of the-Lank, 
% cuting his wrath upon his enemies, ö 
6 fly upon the ſpoil, and did evil in Bey -4 
£ of the Lord; for to obey-is better thay Ja» 
* crifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams EN 
“ far rebellion is as the ſin of witchcraft, and 
66 ſtubbornneſs as iniquity and . 
1 Sam. xy. 3, 9, 18, 19, 33, 43, 2% 
go thoſe called Proteſtants, When they ſhould - 
have deſtroyed Popery, root and branch, 
only deſtro e and refuſe 
3s Saul did, but fed on the ſpeil, and ſpared 
the beſt, as tithes, and other W were 
profitable to them, Like * Achan, who took 
* the accurſed thing, when he ſaw-amony the 
e ſpoils (in the deſtruction of Jericho) a-gaodby 
« Babyloniſh garment, and two hundred the- 
kels ge ſilver, and a wedge: of gold, he co» 
< veted them and took them, and hid them 
< in the earth in his tent; becauſe of which, 
4 Iſrael could not Rand in the day af battle, 
« hut fled before their enemies, till Achan Was 
$:itokan and toned to —— the f fily and 


"BY 
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n and the garment, and the wedge of gold; 
2 burnt with him in the valley of Action. 


* which is the door of hope.“ Joſh. vii: i, 


. 25. Hoff ii. 15: O that all concerned 


herein, would lay theſe things to heart, and 


produce the like effect. It i is in vain to pre- 
tend to hate the Pope and Papiſts, afid love 


and uphold Popery; that is but like the pro- 
verb, To hate the traitor, and love the trea- 


fon. Why ſhould they hate the perſons and 


Had rang whence they came? I ſay, let hone 


love their practices? Cry out againſt Rome, 
Aid hug the rags and relicks of 1 i as if they 


beware leſt the ſame happen to them; for the 
Lord will not be mocked; the ſame cauſe will 


NIE themſelves, God will not be mock- © 
#-ed; ſuch as every one ſovrs, that muſt they | 


pery, and keep up the reſt, | becauſe it ſuits 


their own intereſt; they cannot ſerve God 


. and mammon, or be heirs of two kits 


- *© doms,” Luke xvi. 13. If they will (drink 
© of the whore's cup, and partake of her ſins, | 
dec they muſt alſo of her plagues, Rev. xvii, 0 | { 


The Lord will not be mocked, or ſerve 


; Gy halves: His ſervants ye are whom ye 


* obey, Rom. vi. 16. and to deſtroy ſome 


and keep the reſt alive, is but like the children 


of lirael {paring that which ſhould have beeri 


deſtroyed or given up. There muſt not be a 
| 3 ef behind; all the old leaven muſt be 


PR 


* teap,” Gal. vi. 7. And let hone think it 
enough, that they have denied part of Pos 
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purged out, and that which is for the fark 

Tven up to the ſword, Kc. „Whoſoever will 
ſave his life ſhall loſe it.” 1 Cor. v. 7. Jer. 
XV. 2. Mat. xvi. 25. Mark viii. 35. 8 that 
there muſt be a thorough refarmation, before 
all will be well, and that is the, concluſion of 
this matter.. 

Note, ſoon after this, the clerk of the pa- 
rich, one George Gay, a young man, whole _ 
father was the prieſt's tithe-gatherer, was con= _ 

vinced of the truth, and lived and died an ho- 
neſt frienc. 

About this time died Hugh Ticbell, an 
eminent friend of Cumberland, who eue a 
public teſtimony. He was born about the 
year 1609, or 10; and was an honeſt man, 
even before he was convinced of the truth, 
which was in the year 1653, when G. Fox 
came firſt into Cumberland, and gave up his 
houſe for meetings, and was ready. alſo to 
entertain the Lord's meſſengers, and to do 

good. to all, eſpecially the houſhold of 
« faith,” Gal. vi. 10. according to the apoſtles 

exhortation, Forget not to entertain ſtran- 
gers, &c. Heb, xiti..2. And the Lord 
bleſſed him in both ſpirituals and temporals. 
And as he grew in the truth, he came to, 
receive a teſtimony to bear for it ; and Was 
often concerned to bear teſtimony againſt 
the hireling prieſts at ſteeple-houſes, and in 
markets; to the people, as well as friends in 
meetings. And in n euxear 1656, he was 
moved 


(n 


moved of the Led to go into Seotlind, to 
Douglas, Heads, Hamilton, Glaſgow, Edin- 
burgh, &c. and had good ſervice for the Lord 
and his truth; and was alſo drawn forth to 
viſit friends in the Weſt of England and divers 
other „He was a' man that bore a + 
faithful as for the truth, and ſuffered 

mach for it, both in the ſpoiling of his goods 
and impriſonment of his body for tithes: As 
in the year 1664, he, and four friends more, 
ſhal, prieſt of Croſtwhait; and though he kept 
; priſon about three years, yet he took 


Kim 
tithe of his land. But afterwards, this prieft 


Marſhal fell down a pair of ſtairs, and broke 
kis ſcull, upon which he died. He was after- 
wards impriſoned in the faid gaol of | 
Carliſle, in his old age, (being about 68 years 
ola) by Richard Lowry, another prieſt of the 
aid Croftwhait, becauſe he could not pay 
im tithes, who kept him- priſoner about nine 
months, part of it in a cold winter, and in 
a cold naſty place, not fit for honeſt men to 

He in, till Providence ordered his enlarge- 
ment. And this prieſt Lowry was ſud | 


firicken, and had the uſe of one fide of his 
tongue, and his underſtanding much taken 

from him, and ſo continued a long time, —2 
remarkable judgment. The ſaid Hugh Tickell 
patiently bore all his ſufferings, and willingly 
endured theſe for the teſtimony of Jeſus and a 
good conſcience. „ 
3 e 
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he contrafted a diſtemper of body, which! in⸗ 
creaſing upon him after he came home, he 
grew weak, but continued in great patience; 
and being ſenſible his departure drew nigh, he 
ſet his houſe in order, and taking his leave of 
friends and neighbours, a departed 
this life, and laid down the body in peace 
with the Lord, being above 0 years of age, 
in the year 1686. 
Ibis year alſo died that faithful. herons of 7 
God and miniſter of Chriſt, Giles Barnard= _ 
iſton, of Clare, in Suffolk; a man of account 
in the world, as defcending of a great family. 
He was born about. the year 1624, and was. 
brought up at ſchools of learning, being foe 
years at the univerſity, his parents deſigning 
him for the miniſtry, but he had not freedom 
to take that office upon him, which was ac 
rording to the will of man, though he had 
learning to render him . and was 
promiſed preferment: but he ſaw a want in 
himſelf, of that pure and ſpiritual wiſdom 
which the ſcripture teſtifies the Lofd en- 
dued his miniſters withal; ſo that a dread 
and fear came upon him, looking upon that 
work to be too weighty for him in the ſtate 
he was then in; and faw that the national 
teachers did not walk as became the miniſters 
of Chriſt; counting they had the more to an- 
ſwer for to God, in taking upon them ſuch an 
office, and ſo little regarded to perform what 


. pretended to, &c. ſo that his friends 
f 1 could 


— 
. 
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could not perſuade him to accept: af che place 
provided for him, hereby he rather expoſed 


himſelf to their diſpleaſure. 2 
Hon in the late a 


down, and came to Wormingford-Lodge in 
Eſſex, applying his heart to wiſdom, (which 
Solomon ſays is better than weapons of war) 


and-betook himſelf to a moreftri& private life 
than formerly, which had been much in 


worldly pleaſures and delights, (called paſ- 
time and recreation) in the midſt of which 


be had no true content, finding a ſting in 
the tail of them, and their latter-end bitter, 


cc. defiring of the Lord to ſnew him the 


way of life; reſolving in his heart, if he could 


find out the people that were truly ſeeking the 
Lord, he would join with them; and being 
Incliged to try and ſearch into the principles 
of the people called Quakers, about the year 
1661, he invited ſome of them to his houſe; 

and George Fox, jun. being then at Colcheſter, 
took George Waden wh him, and went to 
give him a viſit, whom, when he ſaw, he in- 


vited in; and G. Fox diſcourfing with him 


: concerning the light of Chriſt Jeſus; who had 
taſted death for all men, and lighted them that 


they might have life; which ſuiting with the 


ſcriptures, and Giles Barnardiſton's own expe- 
nence, he embraced'the truth, and took up the 
. — his 1 lovers and compa- 

nions; ; 
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having ſatisfaction 
in it, ſeeing ſuch a deluge of wickednefs, com- 
ing in like a flood upon che nation, he laid it 
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nions; deſpiſing the ſhame, and frequented! | 
the meetings of the Lord's people; and be- 
came a companion to them that feared the 
Lord; abandoning the glory and friendſhip 
of the world for the love of Chriſt, — 
at a time of very great danger and exerciſe, 
when truth was perſecuted in the ſtreets at 
Colcheſter, by two troops of armed ſoldiers, 
ſet on by ſome envious men to break up friends 
meetings twice a week, in 1663, and part af 
64, to the hazard of their lives. He, like 
Moſes, chooſing rather to ſuffer with the 
people of God, than enjoy the pleaſures af 
ſin for a ſeaſon: And ſome years aſter, about 
1669, the Lord opened jhis mouth, and made 
him an able miniſter of the New Teſtament, 
not of the letter but of the ſpirit, which ſervice 
he faithfully performed till the day of his death. 
In the ſaid year 1669, he removed to Clare, in 
Suffolk, the place of his birth, and had great 
deſires that the Lord would raiſe up à people 
in that place; and the Lord anſwered his de- 
fire; and he was made inſtrumental to tuen 
many from darkneſs to light, &c. 89 that 
though he had no children outwardly, yet in 
the ſpiritual relation, he had many ſons and 
daughters, to his great rejoicing in Ns Lord. 
He travelled in many parts of England, and 
alſo beyond ſea, in Holland, with Thomas 
Green yr John Furly; and came to Briſtol 
with his countryman William Bennit, (of wham 
hereafter) about 1677, (the only time I Jaw 


2 him). 
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2 TIO Andi at laſt; after all his trials, wes, 
And exereiſes, he was gathered to his fathers, 
being taken ill in his return from London to 
Chelmsford, in Eſſex, where he had been a 
priſoner many years (but the time of his com- 
mitment 1 do not find). His ſickneſs was but 
ort, in which he ſaid the Lord was his por- 
tion, and he was freely given up to die, as he 

did the 11th of the 11th month, 1680, being 
about 56 years of age, and left a ſweet ſavour 
bebind him; a worthy example of contempt of 
the world's s glory. 7 Much might be ſaid of 

him, but there are many teſtimonies of friends 
concerning him in a book intitled, The Life 
of Chriſt magnified in his "Miniſter, 8vo. 
c red in 1687. . 705 
Samuel Scott, of Jveliheſter, was mid 

40 priſon this year, on a qui fam writ, for not 

naps to church, o nene BER 


In the ot nSorith following; I writ a letter 
of encouragement to my kinſman William 
Rumney, of which 1 think meet to inſert ah 
as follows; 


| 
1 
L 


| ND r my deſire is, chat we may all 
walk in the truth, and paſs the time 
of our ſojourning here in fear; that when our 
days, which are few and troubleſome, may be 
expired, and our teſtimony finiſhed, we may 
ay down our heads in peace, and die in the 


Lord; as we ſhall, if we live in his fear, that 
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in che end we may live with the Lord, will” 
reſt with the ſpirits of juſt men, made d 
where the righteous ſhall meet together again 
af the General Aſſembly when time ſhall be 
no more: When they that now ſuffer with 
Chriſt, ſhall reign with him in glory for ever 
and ever, and partake of the riches of God's 
houſe for evermore, which will be a ſufficient 
reward for all theſe light afflitions which are 
not worthy to be compared to that eternal 
weight of glory, which is laid up in ſtore for 

them that have followed the Lamb in the re- 
generation, through the tribulation of their 
time, and continue faithful to the end, which 
glory ſhall be revealed in due time to, and in, 
all thoſe who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
wait for his appearance, the which as thou 
doſt covet after, bearing of N n _ 
receive the crown; ; 1 | 


| As wiſheth the: gend, 
Lvelcheſter, en * And loving b 
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priſoner of hope; the 28th 


of the Iſt 7 $991, Joux Wurrine. 


The later 621 of ths: 2d month, having 
been out in the country a little, and returning 
towards Ivelcheſter, as I ſat under an oak, in 
the heat of the day, with my mind turned in- 
ward to the Lord, and meditating in my 
heart the things of God, [ felt; him near me; 
ang * me, in a more than ordinary man- 

f I 3 ner! 
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der: and reflecting on our ſuffering condition; 
T had an opening in my mind concerning 
tithes in the ground of them, and how they 
came up in the night of apoſtacy, and were 
introduced into this land; and what: a ſhame 
it was to Proteſtants to receive or uphold 
them, being of Popiſh original, ſomewhat be- 
yond what is aforeſaid, or than I can now ex- 
preſs, and wiſhed afterwards I had taker it 


down in writing, but was ſufficient. at that 


time for my own confirmation, and perhaps 
was only for myſelf. I went to a friend's 
houfe at Walton on Pollenhill that night, and 
next day to the burial of an honeſt young 
man, at Street, where I met dear John Ander- 
don, and 2 Powell, two  fellow-priſons 
ers: we had a fine opportunity, and after- 
wardsreturned to Ivelcheſter, it being an ex- 
traordinary time of love, for which reaſon 
I mention it. 

This ſpring, Giles Bale aforeſaid, being: 
come in keeper of the priſon, : who was an 
angry peeviſh man, becauſe I did not go out 
of the Friary (which belonged to Davis the 
former keeper, where I, with others, were 
priſoners) to his houſe at Belliſpool, of my 
own accord, without any direction from him; 
he ſent one day, about the beginning of the 
4th month, and fetched me out, (againſt my 
will I confeſs, it being a pleaſant priſon to me) 
and put me down into the common-gaol, 
vue ſeveral friends were before me on the 


lame 


— 


| ng) 
ſame account, ſaying, That was my place, 
and there F ſhould be; though I told him, 
if he had ſent the leaſt child in his houſe: to 
order me whither I-ſhould go, I had gone; 
but all was one, nothing would do, bog this 
ther J muſt go, and there I ſhould lie, ſaying, 
I ſhould never come out again while he was 
keeper (the ufual threat). So down I Was had, 
and put into a dark naſty hole called Doctors 
Commons, where they uſed to put the con- 
demned men, where I lay upon ſtraw on a 
damp earthen floor, which ſeemed ſomewhat 
hard, not having been uſed to fuck lodgings.” _ 
But one day, as I was walking in the court 
of the priſon, with my mind retired” to the 
Lord, it aroſe in my heart, Give up, which 
took impreſſion on my mind, ſo that I gave 
up to ſuffer patiently, and leave my cauſe to 
the Lord, being . er to his will and as 
I was freely given up, there was way made 
for my deliverance near about that very time, 
by means of the keeper's wife's ſiſter, (a 
pretty friendly woman) who ſpoke in my 
behalf, and wrought my enlargement, either 
with him or her ſiſter, (for which I hope ſhe 
did not go without her reward) and 16 in 
about a week's time after I was put in, I came 
out again, notwithſtanding the keeper's threat - 
ening. And, O the peace that had in my 
boſom! furely, it was as a river, the glory of 
the Lord as a flowing ſtream: and Flaw it 
was been to be * Which I mention 2 
14 Wc 
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mme good encouragement for all that may coma 
to ſuffer for the teſtimony of a good conſci. 
© ence, that they may never be diſmayed, but 
truſt in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is ever= 
laſting ſtrength; and the Lord was wonder= 
fully with me, and gave me, as it were, a 
ſong in che night, in my faithful ſuffering for 
- his name's ſake, that I could often even 8 
though in the priſon-houſe, as Paul and Silas 
did in the ſtocks; and could ſay with the 
pſalmiſt, His ſtatutes were my ſongs in the 
G houſe of my pilgrimage,” Pſal. exix. 54. 
But not long after, having been out of town 
| at a meeting on a firſt day, it was noiſed about 
town at my return, that I ſhould. be put down 
into the lower gaol again, which ſeemed a 
little hard to look at; the enemy purſued 
1o cloſe, that I was ready to ſay with 
een '* I ſhall one day fall by the hand 
e of mine enemy, 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. but as 
I retired in my mind to the Lord, and was 
given up to ſuffer for his ſake, the thing 
_ paſſed over. And thus hath the Lord pre- 
ſerved me many a time, as I have OO es | 
ful unto him. 
About this time, being much weed, 1 | 
ad] in my heart to write a teſtimony con- 
eerning my dear ſiſter, Mary Whiting, who 
travellec in the ſervice of truth, and died in 
the 226 year of her age, at Norton, in the 
county of Durham, the gth of the 2d month, 
n the * 1676; Which was. afterwards | 
| Fr 


me fe” 

printed under the title of Early Piety exems 
4 plified in the Life and Death of Mary Whit- 
ing, in 4to. and/fince-in'8yo; And ſoon.” 
after, I began to write my own. memoirs of © 
the moſt material paſſages of my life, as ta, 
things both civil and religious, chiefly for a 
memorial to myſelf of the dealings of the 
Lord with me from my childhood. of which 
theſe (at leaſt ſo far as relates to my Dave: 
ſecution and impriſonment, &c.) arè a part. 

The-1oth of the gth month this year, 168 1. 
my adverſary, Edward Ancketyll, ſent another 
friend, Robert Bullock of Clapton, a pretty in- 
nocent-man, to priſon for tithes: for this Edw. 
Ancketyll had four pariſhes: under him, viz, 
Wraxall, Naylſey, Burton, and Clapton, and 
the great tithes of them all; and yet all would 
not do, of which more anon: and at the ſame 


time he was proceeding againſt my kinſman, 


William Rumney, of Naylſey, (who lived in 
my houſe, and looked after my eſtate and af - 
fairs in my abſence) for the tithes of his on 
eſtate at common-law, hoping perhaps to get 
more that way of him, than he had of me in 
the biſhop's court; but he was diſappointed 
as to him alſo; for he dropt his ſuit, or ſome 


way or other miſſed his mark, that the profes 


cution fell and came to nothing, which indeed 


was very providential to me as well as to him; 
for had he been brought to priſon alſo, as was 


2 
a 


expected, it would have been very prejudi- | 


GP io me, eſpecially at that time, I having 


none 


{ 
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g dene elle to cenßde in, as to the nianages | 
ment of my affairs in the time of my im- 
Priſonment, but him, who! was very ſervice- 
Ale to ms: I pray God he may not miſs 
A his reward. But our adverfary the prieſt 
grew poor, though Re had three or four bene - 
Rees, worth 2 or Jol. per ann. he could hard- 
i rub found, his corn being ufually all fold 
and gone before more eame, ſo that he was 
glad te boy again for his own uſe, long be- 
fore Harveſt; fo that I think the proverb was 
ſuffeiently verified in him (as I told him in 
my letter) that ill-gotter goods do not pro- 
For; and at laſt he Klee prot, (of _ more 
wr its place, 168 5). | 2 U 
At this time, 168 1, my houſe Si Wayliey 
being vacant, my tenant G. A. having left 
My eſtate, only my kinſman William 3 
above-mentioned, living in it, to look after it, 
I gave it up for friends: ufe to meet in as for- 
merly; and many brave meetings there were 
in my abſence; and ſome were convinced of 
the truth, particularly the clerk of the pariſh, 
and another eminent man as aforeſaid, . But 
perſecution being like to riſe upon it, for the 
word's ſake, I not only ou up my houſe, 
but goods alſo in it to be ſpoiled on that ac- 
count, if fufferings had come, as threatened 
and expected at that time, though I was pre- 
ſerved from it in that reſpect, being freely 
given up for the truth's ſake, in doing or ſuf- 
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Pare of the 1071 nie 10. y Ante, Whew 
garner nean, i 28 follows: Wen 7 

Bie 2.716 ich — "ml 
8 bon dle penfanelgas chat 18 7 
I am grieved to hezr of ir; but 0 
like to be generally ſo in moſt places; but le 
none be troubled, ir will not laſt long: Anda 
to my own part, I am not at all converaedy 
whatever may be the iſſue, not mae , 
loſs of any thing fon the truth's ſake; and l 
friends meet there as they uſedt to do: ank tell 
them from me, that they ſhalb never Want a 
kouſe to meet in as long as I hive one, whats 
ever comes of it. I leave it to the Lord, OI 
will be done in heaven and earth, believing 
he will never fail them that put their truſt im 
him, for his merties endure for ever, and the 
righteous he will never forſake; but the juſt. 
(half live by faith, and all things ſhall work 
together for god to them that fear the Lordy 
and wait upon him; and whatfoever ſuch may 
loſe for the truths ſake, and the exerciſe of # 
good conſcience towards God, of him they 
ſhalt receive an hundred fold, as they are kept 
faithful to the Lord, who is worthy to befearet 
and waited upon, faith my ſoul for evermore. 

And ſeeing the day of great exerciſe is at 
Rand, we had need be very careful and dili- 
gent, that we may be prep nes to ftand in the 
day of trial; that keeping the word of his pa- 


— 


tietice, we allo may be kept in the hour ot 
wenpeee 
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tation, which is coming upon all the 

world, to try every man's work, that none 
may ſuffer as an evil doer, but truly for well- 
doing, and then ſhall we not miſs of a reward 

in the end; that none, while they ſuffer out: 

 wardly by others, may cauſe the ſeed of God 

wo ſuffer in themſelves. - O William! I truly 

- deſire thy proſperity in the truth, as I do my. 

own, that above all things thou mayſt come 

to feel and witneſs the wick and operation of 

God's power in thy own heart, which will be 

4 gladneſs to me, who am thy real friend in 

the truth: in which, with my true and un- 

_ feigned love to thee, and friends in A a 

"xp * 1 Hamed them in particular, 


. e e, bid thee farewell; 
2. the 20th of the 7 
n 16817. Joux Wurrino. 


tem 


But though, through the mercy and provi- 
ance of God, ſufferings were prevented there, 
as I faid, (and which is remarkable, I do not 
remember that ever a meeting was troubled on 
the conventicle· act in that pariſh of Naylſey, 
where I was born) yet it fell NOONE elſe⸗ 

=o cm as will appear by what follows: 


And firſt, to begin with BRIsToL: 


The latter part of this year, 1681, there was 

a great / perſecution raiſed in Briſtol, by John 

Knight, ſheriff; Ralph Oliffe, alderman; John 

8 ener onal ; and ſeveral al 
an 
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and informers, their aſſiſtants; which being 2 
neighbouring city in the confines of our coun- 

ty, I cannot but take ſome notice of it. There 
have been three great perſecutions 1 in this city: 
Firſt, by the Preſbyterians, in the year 1674 
and 55, on the riſe of the people called Qua- 
kers in that city, under the mayoralty of John 
| Gunning; ſee © The Cry of Blood.“ Second, 
after the coming in of the King, in the. 
year 1663 and 64, on the account of ba- 
niſhment, by old Sir John Knight; ſee the 


relation of The Inhuman and Barbarous 


Sufferings of the People called Quakers, in 
the ſaid city.” And Third, this laſt, which, 


like the third blaſt of wind or wave of the ſea, + 


was the moſt violent of all. It began in the 
10th month, by diſmantling the meeting- 
| houſes, particularly that at the Friars, "under 


pretence of a fine of 51. impoſed on the houſe, UE 


for not ſending out a man in arms, though it 
was never aſſeſſed before, to the trained bands. 
They began by breaking the forms, benches, 
glaſs-windows, &c. tearing down the galle- 
ries, which with the forms, &c. they burnt or 
carried away. Then going up ſtairs, they 


rifled the widow Batho's tenement, throwing 2 A 


down her goods into the meeting-houſe, even 

her very bed, which Ralph Oliffe would have 
' burnt, if he had wot been prevented; breaking 
down her cloſets, cupboards, wainſcots, parti- 
tions, glaſs windows, &c. making great ſpoll, 


d carrying away" her goods7 ft ths» i 
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hauſe for the, King; loſing, up the doors, A 
ſet a watch to keep friends nt: after Which, 
they went and made the like{poil on the meet- 


no fine pretended there, (Which ſhews that 
that was but a pretence to begin their work) 
inſomuch, that a ſober woman of their own 
church cried gut upon them to leave off for 
Mame, for theſe things would bring the plague 
_ of God upon them; and it had beep well if 
they had tagk her advice. The damage done 
at thoſe two meeting-houſes amountedito 1 ol. 
Then falling upon, and following friends 
meetings from time to time, ſometimes taking 
names to make conventicles of them, and iſo 
diſperſing them; for which they made great 
il of goods, particularly on Thomas Goldney, 
— Jordan, Thomas Callowhill, Richard 


Harford, Charles Jones, Richard Vickris, &c. 
tothe value of ſome hundreds of pounds, tak- 
ing commonly double the fines: Hannah Mar- 
Wall being at prayer, they ſined ſome, 20l. for 
her, Which was conceived to be contrary to law. 
At other times, ſending them to priſon for 

-Pretending riots, or breach of the peace, thirty, 
Forty, &c. at a time; (driving them ſometimes 
Ake cattle, and ſaying, they were worle than 
beaſts, becauſe. they would not go a drove) the 

men moſtly:to-Newgate, and the women to 
 _ _Bridewell; as John Moon, on the Oxford act; 

Griſſith Jones, agnerghant of London, coming | 


ing houſe in Jemple-ſtreet, thaugh there was 


March, Richard Snead, John Love, Charles 


—— — 
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Mrs ial occaſions, and ſerial 
Others, to Newgate; and eighteen to Bride well 
ms one time, ſeveral whereof were women; us 

ne Evans, Joan Haly, Elizabeth Har- 
ford, ford, Maga Thomas, &c. till they exe 


ſtowed ſo full, (ſometimes eighty, ninety, ar 
a hundred, and upwards, at a time) eſpecially 


in Newgate, a cloſe, naſty priſon, that Sir Ra- 
bert Cann ſaid, he would not put a dog there 
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be loved; and which, Sheriff Lane and others | 


would have enlarged, - but that Sheriff Knight 
obſtructed it, with deſign, no dauht, to deſtro ; 
the lives of the priſoners, they often complain- 
ed to the mayor, Sir Thomas Earle, &c; of 
the ſtraitneſs of the priſon, and how chey 
were crouded like the exchange at full time, 
that there was not room for them to 
or lie down one by the other, but they were 
forced to ſit up, (eſpecially one night) or lie 
on the floor, table- board, and under the table, 
where the great dog uſed to lie, che frame 
ſlerving for their pillow. to take a little reſt; 
and when they got in beds and mats to lie on, 
there was not room enough to ſpread them; but 
{ſome lay on the floor, and ſome in hammocks 
over head; and in the morning were forced to 
take up their beds, and pile them up't to Baa 
room to walk. | n 
And, beſides their thus came ad 
crouding them in priſon, beating them with | - 
Raves, and abuſing friends at their meetings. 
_ much, even e, yea with child too, 


offering 


DS K 126) 
offering incivilities to old and young, throws 
ing down ancient men and women in the 
ſttreets, like to ſpoil them; haling, dragging 
by the arms, and forcing along faſter than they 
were well able to go to priſon; punching in 
ce back, and pinching their arms till they 
were black and blue; pulling off and throwing 
away hats; tearing the womens' hoods an 
earfs, which Helliar uſed to give a ſignal for 
to the boys, by bidding the women have a care 
of their hoods: and ſcarfs; fo ſetting on the 
rude boys that generally followed him, and 
teaching them how to do it. Others encou- 
raging them to throw dirt at them; threaten» 
ing to thruſt his cane down their throats, and 
offering to punch it in their faces; abuſing 


not only women, but girls and children; beat: 


ing, ſhaking, and pulling by the hair; and if 
any ſpoke to them by way of reproof, ſending 
them to priſon; as they did a young woman, 
As a rioter, for giving a rude boy a box on the 
ear (which he well deſerved) for offering an 
- incivility to her, endeavouring to wrench 
their arms and hands, as if they would break 
them off; and ſo roughly handled one young 
woman, tearing her ſcarf off her back, ſhaking, 
_ thruſting, and throwing her againſt others, as 
much diſordered her; calling the women abu- 
five names, and ſetting on the boys to abuſe 
them, by tearing their ſcarfs, and throwing 
dirt at them, &c. Helliar, ftriking at John 
Dole, ſtruck a woman in the face with his 


cane 


o — — —- 


- 


105 129 » 


cane, Which hurt her much. It would be 4 
tedious to tell of all their abuſes. 

And, beſides all their dpriſangamts and 
| ſpoils of goods, they proſecuted fifty friends, 
on the ſtatute made againſt Popiſh recuſants 
for 20l. a month, and threatened others 
(knowing they could not fwear) to tender 


them the oath of allegiance, to ruin them, ag 


they did to ſome, And in the priſon kept 
them ſo ftrait, that when ſome were danger» 
oufly ill, they would not let them go home, 
ſo much as to get a little health, though they 
promiſed to return, or to be returned, alive or 
dead: and one friend's wife was brought tq 
bed, and they would not ſuffer him to 

o and fee her. Another's father was ſick, 
— died, and he could not be admitted to go 


and ſee kim before he died, or go to his 


burial, though much deſired; and would 
have paid one for going with him; ſo 
inhuman were they. And ſheriff Knight, 
being about this time knighted for his ſer- 
vices, was ſo imperious afterwards, both at 
meetings and in the priſon, that there was no 
doing with him and his accomplices, who 
vaunted and boaſted much of his encourages 
ment, and that he was called at Newmarket 
the pillar of Briſtol, (to the ſhame of the city) 
and that they ſhould have a troop. of 
and a company of foat down, to break the 
meetings, —of which more next year. 


This year, 168, died that ancient ſuffering EW 


{ſervant of God, and faithful miniſter of Jeſus 
K 2 
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Chriſt Thomas Taylor, whom I well knew, 
and therefore cannot but give ſome account of 
Him. He was born at or near Skipton in 
Yorkſhire, about the year 1616, and was 
brought up a ſcholar at the univerſity of Ox- 
ford; and came to be a national teacher, and 
had a place in Weſtmoreland, where he uſed 
to let John Audland and Francis Howgill, 
ſometimes Preach in his pulpit before they 


were convinced. His hearers were called 
_ Round-heads wad Puritans; and he was a 


lecturer at Richmond in Yorkſhire. He re- 
fuſed to baptiſe children at the font, or ſign 
them with the ſign of the croſs, before he was 
convinced; and had a diſpute with the prieſts 
at Kendal, in 1650, about it, and was too hard 
for them: And in the year 1652, when G. 
Fox came into Lancaſhire, he and ſome other 
-Prieſts went to Swarthmore, and diſcourſed 
with him, and Thomas Taylor was convinced, 
but the reſt oppoſed. Thomas went with 
G. F. to a meeting next day, where truth 
ſpringing up in him, he declared it to the peo- 
ple, and ſo left his pariſh ſteeple-houſe and 
preaching for hire (though he had been a 
noted prieſt) and came to preach Chriſt freely, 
as he had received him; and travelled up and 
down in many parts of England; and not long 
after was impriſoned at Appleby in Weſtmore- 
land, in the 6th month, 1657, for ſpeaking in 
the ſteeple-houſe there, where. he continued 
till 1659: and was alſo impriſoned at York, 
Leiceſter, and Coventry; but the exact times, 
or 


| { 137 ) | A 
br how long, I cannot ſet WIA but about the 5 
year 1661, he was impriſoned: at Stafford, 
and tried at the aſſizes there; and præmunired 
for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance, in 
1662, where he continued till king Charles the 
Second's Declaration of I ndulgence; on which 
he and many more, were releaſed in 1672. 
But he was afterwards impriſoned there again 
for a time, and charged for a Jeſuit, but finally 
cleared and eb about 1679. He had a 
diſpute with Pr. Owen, at Oxford, but the time 
when I am not certain, and the very ſcholars 
could ſay, that Thomas was too hard for him; 
for the Lord was with him, and upheld him 
by his mighty power, in all the ſufferingsz 
hardſhips; and oppoſition he met with for the 
truth” s fake. He uſed to come to Briſtol, and 
was once at Ivelcheſter after I was a priſoner 
there. And at laſt, after all his labours, tra- 
vels, and füfferings, died in peace, at Stafford, 
the 18th of the iſt month, 1681, reſting from 
his labours, being about ſixty-five y ears of age, 
and was there buried; and left a ee report 
and ſavoui behind kim in the town; his 
wife dying about a year before. him. He 
wrote many ſerviceable books and papers, 
-chiefly by way of warhing to the rulers, 
prieſts, and people, and one book, in anſwer 
to Richard Baxter's Cure of Church Diviſions, 
which are ſince collected in 4yxo0. 4 
The latter end of this year, 1081, there were 
ten friends ſent to priſon, viz. I's 
Robert Bullock aforelaid, by my adverſary i 
| Edward Ancketyll, for tithes” © pos 
| K 2 John 
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fs 28 } 
| | Jof Burnham, two old pri- 
7 ſoners, impriſoned again 
for tithes, at the ſu 2 
Thos. Mumpeſſon, 1 im- 
Ackerer roth m. 1681 [. 
Crewkerne, for meeting 
MSC ofiſt m. 168 , 
committed the Iith do. and 
Rufus Coram, for refuſing 
to take the oath of allegi- 
ance, was præmunired at 


Ryfus Coram, 


” waz 


2d month, 1682. | 
] for meeting at Gals 

Stoke, were committed by 
Vincent Boldy, Henry Walrond, in the bid 
| 155 Grabham | 1ft month, 168 f. and Ri- 
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of. H emberry, | chard Grabham, for refu- 
Jilbert Willicom, | fing to take the oath of al- 
George Godfry, _ | legiance, was præmunired 
at the laid ſeſſions at Ivel- 
cheſter, in the 2dmo. 1682. 
Thomas . of Bridgwater, was com- 
mitted topriſon, for refuſing to give evidence 92 
oath againſt one that had robbed him on th 

high-way, by judge North, at the allizes, the 
5th of the ad month, 1682; and ſo the 1 inno- 
cent ſuffered, and the guilty was let go free. 
The laſt iſt day of the 2d month came Henry 
Walrond, Juſtice, to. Ilminſter meeting, where 
was our friend Elias Oſborn of Chard, who 
having been at the aſſizes the latter end of the, 
laſt month, to aſſiſt Robert Abbot, the inn- 
ad of Ivelcheſter in his trial on the WD 
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peal, upbn his being fined 461. by the ſaid 
Henry Walrond, for two quakers eu 
his houſe, when indeed there os of 21 
within the conventicle-uct, on 1 | 
terly meeting aforeſaid; the (aid 
| braided him, the ſaid Elias > N with it, 
d ſtruck him ſeveral blows with his cane, 
and committed him and fixty-eight friends 
more to the conſtable, to have them before 
Colonel Edward Phillips, next day; and then 
committed fix bf them to priſon, viz. Elias 
Oſborn, John Alloway, Walter Bult, Tho- 
mas Smith, and ted. more, to Pride well; 
leaving the reſt till next mont. 
They were had to Bath ſeſſions in the 8th 
month following, and there diſcharged, except 
Elias Oſborn, who was returned to Ivelcheſter 
ſeſſions in the 2d month, 1683, and then re- 
leaſed by Sir Ed. Phillips, jad Keck the ſefſions. 
Chriſtopher Holder of r Wine in Glou- 
ceſterſhire, who formerly ſuffered in N ew-Eng- 
land, and had his ears cut offthere) coming over, 
and ſuffering the ſpoiling of his goods for meet- 
ing in Glouceſterſhire: * was cominitted to 
Ivelcheſter priſon, for refuſing to take the 
oath of allegiance, the 22d of tlie 3d month, 
1682. 


The 28th of the zd month, came Henry 


Walrond to Ilminſter meeting again, anid took 


the following friends, and A day committed 
chem to priſon, viz. : 


1 William jp 
. : 5 


= 
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5 William Rock, of Uminſter. 
Water Giles, ditt, 
Robert Giles, ditto, 
John Croſs, ditto, 
John Chozley, ditto, _ 
Alexander Key, ditto, 
John Mead, ditto, 
Joſ. Paul, ditto, 
Francis Wilkins, of Chard, 
Matthew Page, ditto, 
William Waſeby, of Buckland, || 
_ Bartholomew Alford, ditto, _ 
Francis Wilkins, of Chillington, 
Jof. Garland, of Comb, 
John Tucker, ditto, = 
John Lumbard, of N 
Joſiah Limberry, ditto, | 
John Porter, ditto 
Joſ. Hemberry, o of G. Stoke 
Nathaniel Blawden, ditto, : 
Henry Alloway, of N. Curry, 
Gilbert Willicom, of 2 
John Voak, of Fifehead, 
Daniel Wyat, of Dumot, 
John Fanthins eo, 
Robert Wills, of Chillelborough, 
* Giles Knight, ditto, 
Richard Slade, of Limington, 


Jo. Forſe, of Haſſelborough, 


Ste. Harsford, of 8. deten, 
ny Paul, of LI 


- oro. 


1 | $, 1 * 
w * * „ 
— 


Thirty- 
one or 
cating; 
pu IIlmin- } 
minſter, Fo. 

on 


= day, the” 


\28th of 
the third 
month, 
168 
x comms” | 
ted by 
Henry 

| Walrond 

N the 29 7 


| ad 1253 
1 
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Of which ſeventeen were ſent che 3d of 
as 4th month, and put into Bride wel- 
f Chamber over the cee el. 7197 

\ had 0 12th of the 4th month, Were c 
nineteen friends more committed from Gres 
gory-Stoke meeting, the 1 1th inſtant, by the 
ſaid Henry Walrond, who beat and abuſed 
friends very much at the ſaid meeting, par- 
ticularly John Wall 'of Edington, (who Tome 
time after died a priſoner) detaining thirty, 
or upwards, priſoners all night; ald next 
day, becauſe they would not give him 1 | 
font theſc tolleviring't to eee 

| john Charley, 

John Dinning, 

Henry Chappel, Fefe 
Nicholas Bid wel, 2378 

Aae Shall, og 

Thomas Burrow, Til, nee Fo] 
Jonathan Allen,, MES £1- 
Elizabeth Shattock, In al 17 

Thomas Stone, 10 85 a | 51 

Anne A Dl 5 Ne King 


U Jahn \ Wall, Aan e 
Ne en 
; Robert Clark, - oy * 64 $2 yz A ie 
Wilm Wafl r,. 


| | 5 
Ane 0 e 1% Gre 3 
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There being now about 3o friends priſoners 
ia Bridewell-Chamber, a large room that run 
all over the common gaol, friends uſed to 
meet there on beſt-days, + and the 18th of the 
ath monch, there being a large meeting of 


and other friends and relations of 
the — that came out of the country 
to viſit them, Giles Bale, the keeper, ſhut 
us all up priſoners for ſome hours after the 
meeting was done, about 100 in the room, 
though he had promiſed C. Holder that we 

mould have the privilege of meeting there, 
not being ſuffered to meet elſewhere in the 


town, except apart by ourſelves at our ſeve- 


ral lodgings; = the under-keeper came and 
took the names of ſome; and them that gave 


their names he let go out, and the reſt he 


kept in, both men and women together, till 
the evening, and then we were all let out 


again, except thoſe that lodged there, and ſuf- 


tered to go to our ſeveral lodgings; which 


is another inſtance of the ſaid G. Bale's arbi- 


trarineſs, contrary to law and juſtice. | 

This year, 1682, died that faithful ſervant 
and miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, William 
Wilſon, of Langdal-Chappel-Steel, in Weſt- 


.. Moreland, an honeſt and upright man. The 


time of his birth and convincement I do not 


| find; but, before he was convinced of the 
truth, he ſought the Lord to the utmoſt of 


his underſtanding; and for diſputing about 


the things of God, and the ſcriptures, he was 


behind 


—_— — 


1 
behind few of the profeſſors of thoſe dayst 


though his education was but mean; and he 


had little outward learning; being zealous in his 
way: yet ſomething there was in him unſatis- 
fied; which the Lord in his due time did fab 
. tisfy, and, by his living and eternal power, 
raiſed him to bear a teſtimony; unto which 
he was obedient, and willing to be led and 
guided; which led him in the way of God, 
which is light, in which he came to Tee that 
a profeſſion of the truth made not a Chriſtian 
but a poſſeſſion of it; and alſo came to ſee the 


deceit of both priefts and profeſſors, and was . 


often concerned to bear teſtimony againft 
them, and was eruelly handled at ſteeple» 
houſes: for, ſoon after his converſion, he was 
moved of the Lord to go to the ſteeple-houſa 

at Eſhdal, in Cumberland, to exhort the peo- 
ple to mind that of God in their own conſei= 
ences, &c. for which the prieſt, Parker 
did beat and wound him, and with one of his 
crutches broke his -head, which cauſed the 
blood to run down his ſhoulders; and being 
lame, cauſed his horſe to be brought; and gets 
ting up, did in the fight of the people break 
his ſtaff in three pieces on William's bare 
head, Which made the people cry out againſt 
bim; and when he had done, he rode'awayj 


but before he got home he met with-a reproof”- 


for his cruelty, being ſtruck ſick, ſo that 
never came more to the ſteeple-houſe; and 
during the time of his ſiekneſs was very 
N : | loathſome, 


6 33) | 
Mudda ſtinking above ground, and was 


made a ſad e A few weeks after, Wm. 
Wilſon was movedtogo totheſaid ſteeple-houſe 
again, and prieſt Fogo being there, when he 
had done, William ſpoke a few words to the 
people, which made the prieſt rage, and ſome 
of his hearers would have put him out; but 
tze prieſt bid them let him alone, and coming 
to him, took him by the hair of his head and 
pulled him to the ground, and drew him out 
of the ſteeple-houſe; and his brother Michael 
bid the people mind the fruits of their prieſt, 
See. which the prieſt hearing, came and cru- 
Elly abuſed him: in beholding of which cru- 
_ elty done to them, many of the people were 
ſet againſt the prieſt, which he perceiving got 
away, and within a few months after met 
with a reproof alſo for his cruelty; for riding 
cover "HG ſands, with ſeveral others, he fell 
into a quick-ſand, and was immediately 
- drowned.. One time, William being at work 
at a houſe, being a taylor, one Charles Crow, 
a prieſt, came into the room, and walked to 
— fro with a book in his hand, bigger than 
a pocket bible; William mildly ſaid, Charles, 
Thou haſt a great toil in getting thy leflan: 
at which the prieſt being in a rage, came and 
took him by the hair of his head, and pulled 
him off his ſeat down to the ground, punching 
him with his feet, and knocking him on the 
head with the book, that ſome women in 
| Weste om hearing it, came in and pre- 
ago! vente 


* 
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vented the prieſt from en him furthey 
miſchief. | 

PR travelled 1 in the miniſtry, i in many. Sarky 

| of England, and ſeveral times in Scotland, as 
in 167 3» &c. The laſt time, to the N 

parts of it; and alſo in Germany, (but I. do 
not find the time) to bear a teſtimony againſt 

the wickedneſs of the wicked; for which he 

ſuffered great hardſhips in che city of Ham- 


burgh, and in Germany and other places 
there-away, both by ſea and land. He ſus | 


fered impriſonment ſeveral times after the 
reſtoration of king Charles II. viz. in 1660, 
He was arreſted, by warrant from juſtice 
Braithwait, of Ambleſide, on the informa» 
tion of John Tomſon, prieſt of Graſmire, 
for ſpeaking ſome words to the people; 
and at the ſeſſions he was fined by juſtice 
Fleming, &c. 100 marks, and committed to 
| Kendal gaol till payment; and the next ſeſ- 
ſions the ſame juffices ſent for him, and ten- 
dered him the oath of allegiance; and becauſe 
for conſcience lake he could not ſwear, he was 
ſent to priſon again, to remain till he took the 
path and paid the fine; (though, in 1648, he 
ſuffered the laſs of all he had, but his life, for 
the king, as he made appear) yet he remai 
in priſon above half a year, and then was ſet 
free by the king's Act of Indulgence. In the 
roth 1 85 1662, he was committed to Lan- 
eaſter caſtle, with many more, by warrant 


Bern Je Fleming and W. 250 e for meets 
ing 
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ing together to worſhip God in fpirit and 
truth; and at the next ſeſſions had ys oath 
. tendered to him again by the ſaid juſtice, 
Ahd becauſe he durſt not ſwear, was re-com- 
mitted, where he remained 20 weeks. In 
the year 1665, he was arreſted again, by war- 
rant from juſtices Fleming and Braithwait afore- 
ald, for meeting on the 5th of November; for 
which he was impriſoned a month in Kendal. 
In the year 1670, he was fined 2061. on the 
conventicle act, by juſtice Fleming and juſtice 
Phillipſon, for ſpeaking in a meeting; for 
which he had taken from him two cows, a 
horſe, &c. worth 71. 10s. And again, for 
| ſpeaking in a meeting at Fieldhead, he was 
fitted 201. for which his goods were ſpoiled 
by W. Satterthwait, conſtable, and others. 
And in the year 1073, for not paying 6d. or 
7d. a year, h John Ambros, prieft of Graſ- 
mite, for tithes, he was arreſted on 4 com- 
Miſſion of rebellion out of the Exchequer, 
and caſt into priſon at Kendal, where he con- 
tinued 16 weeks, and then was fet free by the 
gaoler, after the writ was out of date. 3 
But theſe were but ſmall matters to what ne 
went through fince he received the truth, be- 
fore the king came in, viz. Mockings, ſtockings, 
ſtonings, buffetings, beatings, &c. by the hire- 
ling pries and al for deſiring the good of 
their ſouls, and that they might turn to the 
Lord, and from darkneſs to light, &c. — 
= the year 1682, age Ambros aboveſai 
| exhibited 
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exhibited a bill in the Exchequer againſt 


him and ſeveral other friends, becauſe they 
could not give him tithes: bur the Lord pro- 
vided a better place for him, than the ſaid 
rieſt intended for him; for having been a 
ong journey, he returned from London ve 
much ſpent, and died in peace with the 88. | 


the third day after he came home, the th of _ 


the 5th month, 1682, I ſuppoſe not leſs than 
60 years of age, leaving behind him a widow 
and two daughters; and ſeveral epiſtles, Jets 


ters, and papers, which are collected in a book © 


in 4to, intitled, © The Memorial of the Juſtz? 
with ſeveral teſtimonies concerning kim. 
Printed 1684. 

The friends aboveſaid from Uminſter and 
Stoke meetings, were had to Bridgewater 
ſeſſions in the 5th month following, and 
indicted for a row by the {laid H. Walrond, 
tried without a jury, and fined 68. 8d. as 

piece, and committed to gaol till payment; 
—— they remained till the 12th month, 
1683, (in which time John Wall died a pri- 
ſoner) and then they were releaſed, as here» 
after in that year will appear. 

Soon after the ſeſſions, I writ the following 
letter to a friend in Briſtol; which, becauſe ib 
gives a further account of ſome enn * | 
meet to inſert. 


— 
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. 8 Friend, M. 175 


i we to "thee 4 in the truth: I have long 
waited an opportunity to write unto 
thee, in anſwer to thy deſire, when thou waft 
laſt here, to give thee an account. how things 
are with us; and the ſeſſions being now 
ended; I thought fit to ſignify unto thee; 
that there were- near 40 friends committed 
fince the laſt ſeſſions, for meetings, who went 
hence to Bridge water ſeſſions, where they were 
called ; and ſome had the oath tendered to them; 
and an indictment drawn againſt them by their 
adverlary, Henry Walrond, or by his order, for 
a riot, though he had committed them for 4 


1. 
— — 
— 
— 
* 


conventicle; and the council pleaded much 


againſt it in friends behalf, but it would nok 
prevail; but they were fined a noble a-piece; 


and ſent to priſon again.—We long to hear 


how things go with friends there at your | 


ſeſſions: 1 deſire thee to give me ſome. ac- 
count by letter, if thou haſt an opportunity: 
We hear, to our grief, that ſome draw back 
among you in this time of trial. O that 


leer it ſhould be ſaid of any— that, like the 
* children of Ephraim, they ſhould carry 
* bows, and turn back in the day of battle, 
“ Certainly, it is the willing and obedient 
that ſhall eat the good of the land; ge” 


(us) 


K any draw back, God's ſoul will have no 
bug pleaſure in them: and it is the willing in 

« Ifrael that ſhall obtain the victory and the 

«. bleſſing; for. the inhabitants of Meroz were 
* curſed bitterly, becauſe: they came not up 
to the help of the Lord againſt the migh- 

ty; Pfal. Ixxviii. 9. Iſa. i. 19. Heb. X. 
38. Judg. v. 23. no, it is like they would lie 
behind, whilſt others jeoparded their lives 
in the high places of the field, hoping to 
enjoy the benefit of Iſrael's warfare, and 


partake of their peace and bleſſing; but in- 


ſtead thereof, they incurred a curſe. O that 
all would conſider the ſame! tor, certainly, 
if any ſhould draw back'in the time of trial, 
and think to renew their diligence again 
when the ſtorm is over, they may not then 
have an opportunity: but I hope better things 


of thee, and many more; and ſhould be glad 


to hear from thee, how it is among 


you. 
Friends here are generally pretty well; and 


truth proſpers over all, and gains a good re- 


port. Remember my * love to thy fa 


ther and mother, or any other friends, as if 


J named them: I hope you are all well, as 


am at preſent, through the mercy of the Lord, 


who never fails them that put their truſt in 


him.—l have little elſe to write at Lan 
a but that I am, 921 


: Jvelcheſter priſon, the "46th 
"of 625 he OY $688. 


Thy Riend, 
Joux water a 


Thomas 
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Thomas Comb, of Gregory Stoke, was 
committed to - priſon on a ſignificavit out of 
the biſhop's court, for tithes, by Sir Edward 
Phillips, and Henry Walrond, the 4th of the 
6th month, 164. 
- Sometime aſter this, having a little li- 
herty, (at leaſt hy connivance) I went home 
to: my bouſe at Naylſey, to fee how 
things were; and on the firſt day, I had 
_ ke my former guardian, Edmund Beaks ; 
When I came there; friends were kept 
out of their meeting-houſe, it being per- 
ſecution time almoſt every where : ſa I put 
Up my horſe, and went and ſtood with | 
them in the fireet, and a conftable fat on 
2 file, aloof off, either to ſee if any 
preached, or elſe to keep the peace if any 
diſturbed them. But my friend, Edmund 
Beaks, Was afraid of me, left I ſhould be 
taken up, being a priſoner; but I was 
not very apt to be fearful. After meeting. 
I went to his houſe, and lodged there 
that night; and next day I had a mind 
to go and ſee friends at Briſtol, being but 
ſeven miles off, there being many in pri- 
ſon; but my friend Edmund, in his wont- 
ed care, being ftill tender of me, was fear- 
ful, left my adverſary, living but five miles 
from it, ſhould have laid any ſnare to 
take me up, and keep me in priſon. there, 


and fo the keeper of Ivelcheſter might come 
0 


t 
to 3 but I was not apprehenſive 90 


any ſuch thing, nor afraid of it, ſo went 


thither. But mark what followed! When, 
1 came to the brow of the hill, on 


down, above Aſhton. Park, in ſight: of the 


city, I had a we came over my mind, 
and then 1 remembered what E, Beaks had 
danger; ſol rode on. very, penſive and heavy; 
all the way, pondering in my mind what the 
matter might be, till I came to the city; and 
riding along Redclift-ſtreet, who ſhould I meet 


with but G. Bale, the keeper, ſtanding. in a 


ſhop-door, ſo that there was no miſſing 
him; when I ſaw him I was ſomewhat ſur- 
prized, and he as much admired to ſee me 


there, yet ſpoke pretty pleaſantly to me; aſked _ 


me whence I came; and whither I was rid- 


ing; told him I had been to ſee ſome of my 8 


friends in the country, but had kept myſelf 


pretty private, ſs that L hoped he would have 


no blame; and had a mind, when L was ſo 
near, to come and ſee my friends in Briſtol. 
He aſked me how long I intended; to ſtay, 


and when I would return; I told him I in- 
tended to ſtay but a night or two, and ſhould 
make haſte home, ſo turned away, and then 
my burden was gone. I went and law friends 
in Newgate, which was very full; ſo returned 


to Ivelcheſter, where G. Bale had made a noiſe 
how * had been at Briſtol: and who ſhould 
L he 


. 


* 
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12 meet there, but John Whiting, threaeklng 
What he would do when I came home; but I 

Went quietly to my lodging, and ſo heard 1 no 
more of it. 

This Giles Bale; though often ted; that 
he could not do what he would or intended, 
was a very envious, peeviſh man, and apt to 


* 


= 


take occaſton againſt me in diſcourſe, in which 


we could ſeldom agree; and told a friend, 
John Dando, once, on occaſion, when he 
poke to him about me, that I had ſpoken 
words againſt the government, viz. That the 
laws of England were contrary to the laws of 
God; when J only put it by way of queſtion, 
in diſcourſe about tithes and ſwearing; as the 


apoſtle did: If God command one. thing, 


and man another, whether we ought not 
to obey God rather than man?” Acts iv. 


19. as I afterwards made it appear to his 


face. And another time happening into ſome 
» difcourſe with one 
er in the ward, at G. B's hed doom affirmed, 
PT hat none were ever free from fin, though 
1 pave him ſeveral inſtances out of ſcrip- 
ture of ſuch who were; and G. Bale coming 
in juſt at the time, took up the diſcourſe, 
ſaying, It was impoſſible to live without ſin. 


J told him, I did believe it was poſſible, by 


the grace of God, to live without ſin, which 
he faid was blaſphemy; for if people could 
live without fin, what need was there of 
- Chriſt ? I told him, that it was through 


Gan | 


Clark, a Baptiſt teach- 
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Chriſt, and by virtue of his death and ft. 
ferings, that we were enabled ſo to do: But 0 
be ſaid, It was blaſphemy, and the higheſtt 
| blaſphemy: that ever he heard; and that I | 6. 
deſerved to be hanged for it; aud that I was 1 
not fit to live; and that he did not deſire 1 5 
ſhould trouble his houſe; which I told hmm 4 
I did not deſire: and he faid, He did belie de 
he had the more to anfwer for, for giving the 


Quakers ſo much liberty as he had done; anckk 
that he would never do it again, if * was EL. 

keeper ever ſo long. I told him, if he did 0 

make it matter of conſcience, he min keep 4] 


us as cloſe as he would; for my part I hopes 
I ſhould be content, put me where he would. "008 
He ſaid, We might pray that he might not 
be keeper another year, for if he was, there * 
ſhould none of us be out of common-gaol, | 
or Bridewell; while: he was keeper, (but was 
not ſo bad as his word). I told him, I did © + 
hope we ſhould be content in our laces, 1 «2 
wherever he did put us; and ſo left him in 
much bitterneſs and bardnels of heart; but 
Was not terrified at his threatening, knowing 
that the hearts of all men are in the hand of , wats " 
the Lord, and he could turn them at his plea- 
ſure, as L had experience. And yet not long 
after, though he had feviled me ſo, he com- 
mended me to a friend on ſome oecaſion, 
ſaying, I was a very civil young man: God's 
witneſs, no doubt, pleaded my cauſe in his 
n ; convidting bind af his rs: of _ 
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mie anſwering on lt innocency. Thus 
through good report and evil report we muſt 
© = paſs; Which, knowing my own innocence, 
muas all alike to me: nor ſhould I have menti- 
oned it here, were it not to ſhew the incon- 
tfſtancy of this generation, and how like they 
1 are to ſome of old; Condemn 1 and 
„ magnify to-morrow. © 
But having been TY at Briftol, 1 Galt 
give account how it was with friends in that 


| chere this year. The priſoners were crowded, 
nd more ſent daily. Sheriff Knight's firſt ſa- 
op lute to the women after he was knighted, as he 
met them coming from meeting, Was, That 
the next time they were at meeting; he would 
_- lay them faſt, and fend. them to their huſbands, 
1 i e. in gaol, boaſting of his authority; and 
___ » .* going into Newgate, as a friend was ſpeak- 
ming, he: threatened to fine the keeper 20l. 
and would have friends confined 5 their 
rooms. And at their meeting in the chapel- 
_ chamber, he (Helliar) and the keeper came in 
Mn Aude manner, and laid violent hands on them 
2 — e pull. hale, and thruſt them out of their 
rooin; threatening to iron them if they did 
not depart: commanding one to be ironed, 
alan put into the pit. Pulled off and threw 
away another friend's hat; and offered to 
punch the point of bisl rane i in his face: Of 
. which abuſes they complained to the mayor, 


. Sa 


+ but he could not . * * over- 
t — 


city: The perſecution continued and increaſed 
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borne. And at their n in the common- 


Hall, being ſeparated. — the reſt of friends, N 


Knight came and demanded what they did 
et and, without ſtaying for their anfwer, 
began to be in a great rage; and becaufe the 
did not preſently depart, threatened to draw 
upon them; and laying hold of one, dragged 


Him to the Ai and threw him down head- 


long, to the endangering his life, but that, 
through Providence, he was preſerved by 
lighting on another; and afterwards put him 
in the dungeon called the Weſt-houſe; ſeized 
another, and had like to have thrown him all 


along againſt a wall. Pulled R. Vickris off a 


table, where he fat, and threw him on the 
floor. Helliar bid his company ſtrike ano- 


ther's teeth out, which none e he offered 


to punch his cane in his face: of which abuſes 
they once more complained to the magiſtrates 
not to ſuffer them to be thus eee 


uſed in priſon, to the danger of their lives; 


but inſtead of juſtice, behold oppreſſion. At 
meeting they took D. Dole, and had her away 
to Bride well, one by one arm, and another by 
another, as if they would have pulled her to 
pieces; punching her in the back to force her 
along; threatening to throw her over the 
bridge into the water, and, lifting her up of- 
fered to do it. Knight got an order Dore. 
to reverſe the order of ſeſſions, for en 
the gaol, which greatly heightened him in his 
8 following meetings, and ſending 
WW} Wa many 


/ 


* 
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1 ee 
= many to priſon; violently punching and thruſt- 
EF. ing along to priſon; among others, a tender 
E © woman with child, faſter than ſhe was well 
able to go, not regarding her tender intreaties 
to the contrary; threatening the women, that 
in a fortnight's time he would make them 
ſqueak; pretending, that he knew not but 
they were Plotting to get their Rutiunds: out 
of priſon. _ | 
And belides all er, abuſes at | tata, i 
and; in priſon, laying extravagant fines on 
ſeveral friends; their manner being, when 
they came to the: meeting, to aſk friends what 
they did there, on purpoſe to enſnare them; 
ad if they anſwered, to wait upon and wor- 
ſhip God, Which they were not backward 
to confeſs, then they made a conventicle of 
it; and when friends aſked them, if that was 
2 crims, 1. e. to wait upon God; they ſaid, 
Ves, it was, and fined them accordingly; and 
were as ſevere in levying of it, taking com- 
monly double; breaking open "cheſts, coun- 
ters, &c. for money; and took one man's 
coat off his back, and: 101. odd money out 
of his pocket; ſearching and ranſacking of 
houſes, as they did a merchant's (C. Jones, 
E jun.) in the Caſtle - Green, from top to bot- 
2 tom, aſter they had been rioting, on a yn day, 
j in the great meeting-houſe, and would have 
haled in ſome young women, who were ſo- 
4 » berly met, to dance with them, but that, 


4 frarng to be abuſed by ſo lewd: 4 Company, 
| | . — 5 


7 _ 
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they held by the ancient women, for which 17 | 
they ſent both elder and younger to prifon'y _ 
on which a woman friend ſaid, Well, ſheriff 
Knight, I ſee, though we cannot be ſuffered. 4 
to ſerve God, theſe may, to ſerve the devil??? 
Our peaceable meetings you ſeek to make 
riots, but here you are rioting and revelling 
to a great excels, &c. fidling, drinking, and 
carouſing, till three in the afternoon: Wien 
their heads beginning to ſwim, they went unß 
to the upper tenement, and from the top or 
turret of the houſe ſeeing the ſaid merchant's * a 


houſe, they fancied à conventicle there; ſo 
away they went and beſet the houſe, wen 9 q 
he and his wife were not at home; but: only | % 


their. children and ſervants, who being afraid 
to open the gate to ſuch a rude company, 
one of them got over the wall into the gar- 
den, and let in the reſt, who an over the 
houſe, ſearching every room, eloſet, and cor- 
ner, for the ſpleen they had to him, he being 
one that went to Whitehall to complain of their 
former illegal proceedings; ſo that his family, 
father, and two brothers, fared the worſe for 
his ſake; taking from them, in a few days, to 
the n of 80l. and from C. Harford, J. 
Love, and W. Dawſon, near as much more: 
and they had warrants for many hundreds. Foe 
And ſo they did to Rich. Marſh, another con- 
ſiderable merchant in Small-ſtreet, for lol. ra- 
lacking his houſe, (even his wife's chamber ö 
8 : {pi 4 | Thi 4 1 13 _ *wherg, * 


TOR 


cy 


here ſhe then lay in) counters, cloſets, & c. 


n 


his merchant books of accounts 


carrying away 


to the number of thirty; beſides papers, of na 


uſe but to make ſpoil; ſeizing not only his 


| Houſhold / goods, but even proviſions, which 


they either eat, (rioting there —— | 
or carried away, terrifying the fervants, &c. 

aſking them how they dared to touch any 
now they were * ſo inſolent were 
they; ; and a butcher and a butter- woman 
coming with proviſions, were forced to carry 
it awray again, and glad they could eſcape ſo. 
The ſaid R. M. had taken from him before a 


tun of wine worth 20l. which they fold for 
41. and to make it up 101, er 


man's counting-houſe, WI WE REN | 


7 caſh. 6L odd money. © 


9 
4 » i Pc 
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Ad Prepared to ruin them; and though 
deveral were diſcharged out of priſon, it was 


- mot through the favour of the court, which 
Knight, Oliffe, &c. over-ruled; for there 


they were indicted, . and becauſe 'they re- 
Fuſed to ſubmit to the favour of the court 
were ſent back to' priſon; others tried ani 
_. convided,. and when the jury (though of 
their own packing) brought em in, not 
„they were made to go out again, 
2 . in guilty, and ſo were ſined; 
and becauſe they could not pay their mes, they 
were ſent to priſon again; but the mayor, a 


. after, ſent or . except ſuch as were 


"ey 
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fined, and taking their words for their _ 
1 the next ſeſſions, ſet them at li 
And ſoen after Knight, &. nn 
and: nailed up. eighty-ſeven women, 
fourteen men, in the meeting-houſe 'At Toms 
ple ſtreet, tive or ſix hours together, till 
three in the afternoon; having e 
ven men to Newgate, And in the afternoon | 
the ſame day, at the Friars, they kept frienda 
in the open court in the rain, till about five, 
without regard to age, ſex, or condition, . 
though ſome of them were conſiderable, a8 
Sir Robert Cann's two-fiſters, one, viz, Mar- 
tha, the widow: of the late re te and 
Sarah Cann her ſiſter, Mary Gouldney, Mary 
Wall, &c. A conſtable griped and pinched 


L 


ak ibis woman's (Hannah Jordan) arm, 


which made it black, (as ſheriff Knight had 


done her other before) then had them to the 
Tolzey, but let them go home till next day; 
then impannelled u jury to find a riot; Patrick, 


the informer, and one more, ſwearing that 
about thirty of the women forced open the 
door, and would have reſcued takin 
_. which the juſtices did not credit, but gave-the 
women liberty to anſwer for themſelves,” 
which they did ſo handſomiy, giving this 
juſtices the 


= * "mid ae in 


Riot; 


particulars; of their conſinememt 
and uſage, to > fo! good effect, that᷑ the juſtices 

were divided, . ſome ee for them; 
their wenlüßt, Na 


* 
— > . 
=- 
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A Riot; which ſo diſpleaſed ſheriff Knight, that 
he threatened the jury to have them up to 
London, ſaying, If he could not have juſtice 
Here, he would have it there. His and Hel- 
Har's inhumanity and baſeneſs being much 
eried out againſt, particularly for bringing l 
nails and a — to nail up friends at the 
morning meeting-houſe, as e conti- 
muing very rude and abuſive at e 6S 
calling names, beating, pulling off hats, 
arreſting in the king's name, if friends w d 
not depart at their command, and ſending to 
eee at their pleaſure; 
At one meeting they ſent ninety to priſon, | 
moſtly women and maids, to Bridewell, fay- 
ing, They would ſend them in dozens, thir- 
teen to the dozen, driving them along like 
cattle, as they called them: or rather like 
Theep to the ſlaughter, ' where they were 
forced to fit or le on the ſtones, floor, 
benches, and table, all night, (having but 
three beds) and next day were had before 
the mayor, where, after ſo ill a night's lodg- 
ing, they were locked up in the mer e ee 
nine hours, till the magiſtrates could agree 
what to do with them; by which, with 8 | 
ſtanding, in the heat of ſummer, ſeveral were 
Hick and faint: and at laſt they committed ſe- 
venty- three, the men to Newgate, and the 
women to Bridewell, where hip were fadly 


Aonges together; lying.o on the, floor, woe, 
„ | iht. 


(i 
eight, and nine beds in a roh mg by idee 
from Thomas Earl, mayor; Ralph Oliſfe, 
Robert Yeamans, and Richard Crump, al- 


dermen, on pretence of breach of the — 
Poor innocent lambs! being moſtly young. 


women, whoſe names for brevity I omit, 


though their firſt-fruits, as they he holi- 
neſs to the Lord, and accepted of him ſo 
were they a ſweet ſavour to his people. Hel- 
liar at the ſaid meetings abuſing a child very 
much, by taking it violently — its mother, 
Rebecca Ithell, lifting it up by the arms, and 
letting it fall ſeveral times in a rough man- 
ner, which hurt and frighted it much, ſo that 
people cried, ſname of” him; and when the 
mother ſpoke to him, he threatened to thruſt 
his cane down her throat, and ſent her to pri- 
ſon with the reſt. Thus contin to ſend 
to priſon, even children: mabing it a — 5 
matter to commit maſters and miſtreſſes, 
ſervants, and children; the huſbands to one 
priſon, and the wives to another, who were 
miſerably” thronged in both p iſons, to the 
number of an . and ot 0k nin 
Sheriff Knight, J. Helliar, K. Oliffe, Lug, | 
Tilly; and others, coming to the meeting in 
Temple: ſtreet, aſked T. CallowhillyWhatwas © 
their buſineſs there? T. CHanſwered, To w˖ait 
upon God, as it had been Tbair accuſtomed 
manner: And going to take names to make 4 


wounenticle * bo * n ſaid, T. 
allein 


* - 
* * 
0 
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Callowhill nw, and T. Jordan at the former 
en wete great ſaints, that muſt pay for 
— — greſlion, of our law to wait up- 
on the Lord? He anſwered, Ves, that it is. 
And adviſing Helliar not to extend the laws 
beyond he intent of them; he told him, He 
mould go to the ſtocks for that; and laying 
hold of him, ſaid, he arreſted him, and that 
he ſhould go to Bridewell; telling Mary 
Gouldney, — they ſhould have been at 
home at their ſpindles and diſtaff a ſpinning; 
though it was firſt day, putting them out and 
diſperſing the m bidding his company 
take the boys and gir 85 9 — them in the 
ſtoeks. And, as = went on, obſerving a 
- little: girl about ten years of age, who had 
been at meeting, he bid them wade a 
put her in . and M. 
Gouldney telling her the need not fear the 
ſtocks, Helliar took hold of her alſo, and ſaid 
he did arreſt her, and that ſhe ſhould go to 
Bride well, for encouraging the girl in her rebel- 
lion; ſo he had T. Callowhill and M. Gould- 
ney to Bridewell. And in che way, at the 
high-eroſs ſtocks, he put in ſix lads which they 
brought from the meeting, not being of age, to 
- come: under the :conventicle act, . 16) 
Vir. B. Wall, K. Oſborn, Ji Boucher, J. James, 
8. Gibbons—keeping them there an hour. 
When they came to Mademwell with T. Callow- 
hull and I. Gouldney, 1 they heard 
N Ry 


/ 


ſtrained againſt à large table, as nearly overſet 


W 
ſomebody ſpeaking; they ran up and finding 
D. Dole at prayer, rudely haled her tg 
her off her knees, and with fuch violenee 


it; and penned ber up n a dat on 
damp and noiſome, until, with the — 
of it, ſhe fainted; and when they took | — 
out, ſhe could not ſpeak NOTE ill ſometime 
that ſhe recovered. ' 47 1 H 8603 
oh And in the afternoon, Siem being mee 
near their meeting- place at the Friars, Helliar? 
Tilly, Lug, and others, came and commande 
them to depart; taking hold ef ſeveral, pull 
ing off the boys hats, and _— ern 1 
particularly a good/new hat KK. Wall's, nd 
gave it to a poor boy, putting his old dirty har 
en B. Wall's head; threatening to beat Him be- 
cauſe he would not accept of it: pulling off not 
only boys, but womens', and their headceloaths 
too, and carrying them away hy dozens; ſends 
ing five women to Bride well, and three mien 
to Newgate; one of which; Richard Lindy, 
a poor blind man, of 83 years of age; and 
cauſed the boys to be panins) thi in ehe open 
court, bare-headed, five hours; ſo continued 
ſending t o priſon: And Helliar going to Lon 
don, gave the keeper charge to — preachs 
ing; on which D. Dole was taken out of the 
meeting in priſon, and put inte a dark place; 
and threatened to be gagged for ſpeaking; 
and John 8 4 2 N he Was net ſpeak- 


is ing: 


In 


K ied 3 
there Ae about eight ſcore in 


boch priſons, and one hundred threatened to 


be 5 — to ſeſſions, on 20l. a month 
breach of peace, 
At the ſeſſions, friends were moſtly brought 


for ſeveral offences, as breach of the peace, &c: 


{as their peaceable meetings were accounted, 
though the witneſſes ſaid, they neither did or 
aid any thing, only would not, depart When 

| aded) and copies. till payment; ſo 
5 chat not many leſs than eight ſcore remained; 
ſome fick, carried out in a fever like to die. 


In the hot ſeaſon much thronged, eſpecially in 
: Bridewell,' where ſeveral were ſick alſo; and 
Margaret Thomas was had out very ſick. 


And though moſt of them were young wo- 
men, yet neither frowns nor flattery could draw 
them from their teſtimony in the time of trial, 


even before a bench of juſtices at Guildhall, 


They forced one woman into the ſteeple | 


allegiance, Oxford act, &c. 
tried, and fined two or three times over, 


houſe, but ſhe would not lay there. U orce 


will never do.! 

No after the men and women were molly 
token up and impriſoned, the meetings were 
moſtly. kept up by children, their parents 
being in 1 2 whom they abuſed very 
much, often throwing away the boys hats; 5 
threatening to break their heads; putting them 
in the ſtocks" ſeveral times. Helliar beating 


the children with a » tas whale-bone ſtick, 
* "that | 


Hh ( 
chat cut almoſt through a new hat; - fraldg 


them ſo on the head, back, and-forchead;: 2 


raiſed bunches. A girl was ſo furiouſly beat 


on the neck, chat it left a great ſcar as long 
as a man's fing er: Another had ſeveral blows 
on the FRO. which made them black ahnt 
blue; and another on the head, that made it % 


very ſore: Another, on the ſhoulder, till it 
was very red: Another, by a blow on the 
neck and eye-lid, had like to have her eye 
{truck out, and received a ſcar: Another beat 
| As cry about the head, as to make it 


(O inhuman!) In fine, moſt were 5a 


beaten apt bim, but truth taught them to for- 
Another time, Tilly (inhuman wretch) 


—5 them with a faggot-ſtick, which they bore 
patiently; the Lord, no doubt, Gupporting 


them, and accepting the kindneſs of their 40 


youth; another time with a whale-bone ſtick, 
He ſent ſeveral: to Bridewell, and, when 
diſcharged, threatened them if they did ſo 
{that is, go to meeting) any more, the 
ſhould be whipped in Bridewell. Thus fol- 
lowing meetings, taking names to ſine for 


40 


conventicles; abuſing Rall particularly R. 
Vickris; ſending to priſon, beating the chil- 


dren; one, ſo extremely about the head, that 
almoſt made him ſ woon, and he ent bad 
ſome time; throwing in the kennel, calling 
names, ſending ſeveral boys and girls to Bride- 
well; endeavouring to make, them promiſe to 


go no, more to meetings hut in vain; and 
noiſed about, as if they were preparing to 


N whip 


5 5 


: juſtices to aka: them corrected-. "*Sheri&s 


kin her would Have! it done throughly.: They 
kept friends at Bridewell more ſtrait thian 


uſual, the poor being hindered from labour, 


and thruft into rooms on heaps, to make them 


pay” fees. And next firft-day meeting, R. 
Olige arreſted R. Vickris, 2 breach df the 

peace, though he acknowledged the end of 

their was to worſhip God (to pre- 


vent it); ſo making their on wills. the law, 
s they did to others, ſending them to priſon, 


P without being fuffered to appear before a magi- 
_ frrate to hear the information, or to ſpeak: for 
themſelves; worſe than they did by felons, hal- 
ing and beating the children; they ſcoffed an 


and afterwards fent him to priſon, where he 


was forced to fit up; three ni OT chair, 


„ A fed faking ad 


meeting, they made a conventicle of it, and 
fined five friends viz” Robert Lux, Daniel 


Gibbons, C. Janes, ſen, Edward Hackett, 


- and Elizabeth Dowel, l. each, and took 


from them goods to the 1 10 of 101l. An- 
other time fent thirty - one to priſon, without 
Having them before a magiſtrate. One hun- 

* me forty: ws in both oo; One 


—— nr 


e e Helliar charging the keeper of 
bi Eridewell to get a new cat-0 -nine tails: againſt | 
them; and urged the 


t eomnũtting to priſon at his pleaſure, 
ing, a chete buſmeſs by halves, 


: old blind man, N. Lindly, near go years of age, 
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near his end, not ſuffered to be had cut 
James Pickton, coming out of Wales to the 
city about trade, going to ſee the priſoners, | 
was kept a priſoner himſelf. L. Steel im- 
priſoned for meeting; and ſoon after, on the 
Oxford act, for fix months. R. Gibbons's _ 
wife was had out fick, and died: ' Thomas 
Lugg, at one meeting, calling for a pot of 
holy water, by force croſſed ſeveral boys and 
girls in the forehead, and ſent 19 to Bride- 
well; and when diſcharged, threatened to 
whip them if they came again. One hun- 
dred and ſixty were priſoners, many children, 
of which a lad but eight years old: thus conti- 
nuing their abuſes, and ſending to priſon 
men, women, and children, till the 1 3th of 
the 11th month. 

Aſter which their ſufferings were moſtly in 
Newrgate, (as they had partly been before} 
by the abuſes of the keeper, Haac Dennis, his 
ie and ſervants, inſtigated by the. perſecu- 
tors; to which he added his = cruelty and 
wickedneſs; crowding them inhumanly toge- 
ther, in cloſe naſty places, diſturbing them in 
their meetings; haling and pulling them out 
of their rooms; calling J. Pinnell excommu- 
nicated rogue, and that he would break his 
neck down ſtairs, endeavouring to do it; and 
did throw down ſome in his rage and mad- 
neſs, bidding them complain; throwing their 
WO aw; and Gs "a down ſtairs in the 
dirt; 
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dirt; turnin the out of their lodgings3 
thruſting fourteen; with ſeven debtors, into a 
dark n called the Weſt-houſe, (where 
they uſed to put condemned criminals) and 
where they were forced to burn candles day 
and night, which the keeper alſo commanded 
his man to take away and break, and the 
place ſo little, being but 19 feet diameter, that 
they were forced to lie three, one over ano- 
ther, or elſe had not room to lie down; and 
_ when they complained, he ſaid, if there was 
but room to ſhut the door, it was enough, 
and ſo locked them up: ſometimes locking 
up friends upon the leads, ſo that they could 
not have up their meat and drink, but as they 
drew it up by a line over the gate. At other 
times, ſhutting them down from the leads, 
 wWhete poor friends uſed to work, and keeping 
their tools from them, not ſuffering any thing 
to be brought in but victuals: net any work, 
or Working tools, to get a livelihood'for them< 
felves or families; and ſetting on the priſoners 
to abuſe them, bidding the fellows:beat Maria- 
bella Farmborough being a priſoner) out of 
her room; threatening to ſend the women to 
Bridewell, from their huſbands. The turn- 
key haling friends ont of the meeting that 
did not lodge in the room; tearing J. Popes's 
coat; pulling J. Gainer by the 8515 in Aa. 
ger of: breaking his neck; throwing Jabez 
White down W over the threſhold of 
. | a door, 


( QF. a5. 
a door, and then "taking him by the legs to 
turn him over headlöng, Which mighe have 


| Killed him; coimnmandiih one to be put into 
the Weſt-houſe, for alkin Vl they Thould 


Lo, * a% = #4 


'P other priſoners had. Caries: Harford telling 


the keeper, on his putting his wife out of the - 
_ © room, the day of his torment was begun; 


he ſaid, he did think the devil had ſent them 
to be a torment to him, and locked them up 
aſunder night and day, ſaying, the felons were 
honeſter men than they. A ſober man com- 
g to ſee how the poor men were uſed in ti 
Weſt-houſe, ſaying, it was hard for ſo many 
to Jodge in ſuch a place; tlie keeper replied, 
Hang them, there is room enough for more, 
Coming into the meeting with three conſta- 
bles, bidding them keep the peace, though no 
dody diſturbed it but himſelf: the conſtables 
ſtanding ſtill, he haled ſeveral out of the 
room, chreatening to keep them locked in 
their rooms, that they ſhould not go forth for 
their natural eaſement; thruſting and abuſing 
ſeveral; and ftruck ſome of them on thi head 
with one of the conſtable's ſtaves, none reſiſt- 
ing them; and Margaret Heal ſpeaking to 
him, he laid hands on her; and ſoon after 
being taken ſick, and near her departure, L. 
Steel and P. Moon deſired to go and viſit her 
before ſhe died, but could not be admitted (a 
barbarous piece of cruelty!) and behaved 
themſelves ſo violent to friends in the Weſt= 
wen MA houſe, 
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houſe, as if they . have murdered themj : 
wickedly beating J. White, whoſe neck the 

| turnkey had like to have broken once before, 
by throwing him down backwards, and . 
It was not two farthings odds if he had, ({% 
wicked were they): haling them out, lock 
the door, and would not let them have Feed 
victuals; and next day hurled them, with 
others, into the Weſt-houſe, and locked them 
there eight hours, without conveniency to 


eaſe themſelves (as friends in the chapel- $5 


Chamber were alſo denied) or to have their 
food brought in, and two days after locked 
them in the dungeon called the Weſt-houſe, 
from eight at night to twelve next day; and 
in the morning ſome of them deſiring to go 
forth, as nature required, promiſing to come 
again, could not be admitted, but told them 
they muſt do it in the ſame room, (ſo inhu- 
man were they) though nineteen lodged there, 
and but little air; of which cruelties of the 
keeper, friends complained to the juſtices at 
the ſeſſions. 1. Of the deprival of poor friends 
of their place of work, and taking away their 
work and materials, and denying work to be 
brought in, contrary to 19. Char. ii. chap. 4. 
2. Of the want of conveniency of room for 
lodging, and air to breath i in, being ſo thronged 
and crowded, as aforeſaid, in danger of being 
ſtifled and ſmothered to death. 3. Of lodg- 
ing ſeveral of them with felons, contrary to 
22 Char, 1 ü. chap. 20. 4. Under pretence of 

| Keeping 
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keeping them from meeting, locked up in ſe- 
weral rooms, for eight and ſixteen hours at a 
time; not ſuffered to go out on any occaſion, 
not ſo much as to ſee their fellow-priſoner, 
M. Heal, near her end, as aforeſaid, to the 
endangering their lives. Defiring them to in- 
terpoſe their authority, and allow them neeeſ- 
ſary accommodation, &c. which had little ef- 
fect, at leaſt on the gaoler; who aſked a friend 
after, if he would go home, and draw up an- 
other petition; continuing his cruelty; taking 
away friends work, and other things; break- 
ing an iron ſcrew-candleſtick about the head 
and ſhoulders of T. Dimock, and threw him 
backwards againſt the corner of a cheſt, 
The new ſheriff coming to view the gaol, 
friends laid their complaint before him, and 
ſhewed him the ſtatute, who promiſed them 
they ſhould have what benefit the law pre- 
ſcribed; yet. the gaoler went on, denying 
friends Work. Friends then made their ad- 
dreſs to the recorder, Sir J. Churchill, hoping 
he would have redreſſed their abuſes; but con- 
trarywiſe, the gaoler returning from accom- 
panying him out of town, began, according 
to his tyrannical cuſtom, to threaten friends 
they ſhould not work, ſaying, the recorder 
and mayor ordered him ſo to do; and ſoon 
after, he and his men, Welchman and Wo- 
luin, came into the Weſt-houſe, and com- 
mended friends out, though he had thruſt 
N 3 them 


2 


* 
28 


je (6:40, 3). Sys EY 


o ſoon as he expected, being then at their 
labour, he began to hale and pull them, and 


commanded the turnkey to fetch hand-bolts; 8 


and having haled out one, locked the dn 
upon five JEET and denied their, food to be 
brought in. Thus he continued his Frughies, 
for which he had a ſad _ Accaunt-tq- give z 19f 


which next year. And thus; Were they. ſtow r 
eld in priſon, when I Was thegę to- Viſit them. 


as aforeſaid, which-taking -notice-of te them, 
how full they werez, Margaret, Heal, (ſitting by 


in a chair), anſwered. me, Aye, ſaid ſhe, W e 


are! Fall fraught, a to ſet ſail the firſt fair 
ocean of eternity not long os,” as fogefyid 
finiſhing her teſtimony for God, and his 
truth, the 28th of the, 11th month, being 
taithful unto death, and now enjoy the crown 
of life: and alſo four more, two men and two 
women, dying priſoners, being. ſuffocated for 
want, of air and room, and other conve- 
niences 

Ahis year, 1682, Soha Whitchead, an an- 
cient and eminent friend of the miniſtry, late 
of Swine, f in the eaſt-riding of Yorkſhire, was 
committed priſoner to Lincoln, caftle, by juſ- 
tice Burril, the 22d of; the-3d month, being 
accuſed as a jeſuit, for. preaching at a meet- 
ing, and tried at the, aſſiges at Lincoln, the 
"er end of the Kat. and beginning of the 
4 th 


| Sent in there; and becauſe they did not comby N 


* 
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th month, 1682, before baron: Street, ak 

tendered him the oaths of allegiance; ;for-re- | 
fuſing which, he was indicted; and though 
he pleaded -excellently: againſt it, he waz re- 

turned to lie in, gaol, being convicted ef a - 
præmunire, and tried at the afſizesrinrthenulb 
month after, before haron Gregory: the oath 
was tendered to him again, and he: returned 
as before przmunired, How long he gon⁰ | 
nued in priſon Lam not certain, but fuppoſe, 
till the general releaſe, the beginning of 1686. 
He wrote an excellent apology tothe kings 
juſtices, worthy to be read of all the Ie 
of England. * 

This year alſo, 1682, our 1 friend, 
Charles Marſhall, of Tetherton, in Wiltthire, | 
being proſecuted by John Townſend, the 
prieſt of the pariſh, for tithes, was taken up, 
and removed to London, before the barons 
of the exchequer, ani committed to the 
Fleet priſon,, the- -4th:of tlie oth month, 1682, 
ſo that I did not ſee him for ſeveral years, 
which was a great exerciſe. to me, becauſe 
of his abſence at ſuch a diſtance thats -he 
could not come to ſee us, nor I goto lee 
him whom I loved ſo well, and owed mueh 
to, as- a father in the truth: but after ws 
years, the prieſt, went to the priſof aun 
cCauſed the doors to be opened, and - brbught 
him out, and ſome time r died; aunken 

Charles Marſhall. fettled with his my in 
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tries adjacent, to our great . ee as 15 
times paſt. 


This year, 1682 2; died that faithful ſervant 


| of God, and miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, George 


Coale, ſon of Robert Coale, (bother to the 
famous Joſiah Coale) of Winterburn in Glou- 


ceſterſhire, near Briſtol, of whom I cannot 


but make honourable mention, in comme- 
moration of him and his miniſtry; being 
very inftrumental to me in my younger 


years. He deſcended of a family of good 
repute, as aforeſaid, and was born about the 


year 1 648; and his parents being friends, he 
was, no doubt, 'educated according to truth, in 


his youthful days: and as he grew up, and 


came to feel the work and operation of it in 
himſelf, he received a gift of the miniſtry, and 


power from on high, to preach the everlaſting 


golpel, which he did in life and power, and 
in the evidence and demonſtration of the ſpirit 


af God, (of which I was a living witneſs in 
my early days) though he was then but young 
in years, coming forth in a teſtimony about 
the aoth year of his age, or not long after. 
He uſed to come often to Portſhead meeting, 
in Somerſetſhire, when he was in England, 
and lodged at my guardian's, Edm. Beakes s, 


when I dwelt there in the years 1672, 73, 
and 74; by which means I had the more 


perfect knowledge of him, and acquaintance 
$ with him, though then but Youngs) about the- 


16th 


and was frequent in meetings there, and coun. 


_ 
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roth year of my age, and received much be? 
nefit by him and his teſtimony in meetings; 
not 1 there, but at Briſtol, and Kingweſton 
in Glouceſterſhire, he being inſtrumental to me, 
as I ſaid, in opening my underſtanding, and 
bringing me to a nearer ſenſe of truth in my 


ſelf. He travelled much beyond ſea into 


America, as his uncle Joſiah did; particularly . 
to Jamaica, where he moſtly refided as'a factor 
for ſome Briſtol merchants at firft, but was 
afterwards a merchant himſelf, and had pretty 
much ſubſtance there, He married in Briſtol, ' 
one Criſtable Jennings, daughter of Wm. Jen= 
nings of the ſame place, the beginning of 167g, 
but went over again to America, ſeveral times 
after he was married ; particularly in *1674 
or 75, as I remember; but returned to Briſtol 
again afterwards, and fetched his wife, carry- 
ing her over with him to Jamaica, in 1678, 
where ſhe died about a month after ſhe came 
thither; but he continued there about four 
years, and then came over to England: and, 
in about three months after his arrival in 
London, he died there the 17th of the 10th 
month, 1682, about 34 years of age, one year. 
younger than his uncle Joſiah was when he 
died in London alſo, in 1668; laying down” 


his head in peace with the Lord; receiving 1 


the fruit of his labours, and entering into 
his reſt. He was buried at Bunhill- Fields, 
leaving a good ſavour and memorial behind 


hun, I doubt not, in the hearts of many, as 
is 


- (e 
cad mine. II had... d to. have. 
e if he e i 


: 


been to have ſeen him, if it 
had el to lengthen his days; . 


ſeeing bim, wr 1 remember, after the ye 
1675, that I faw him at. Partſhead., GED 
he went beyond ſea, and loved him fo well, 


that I could have gone to America with him. 


He was a proper comely perſon, and had a 
very fine refreſhing. teſtimony, like the dew 


upon the tender graſs, to the convincing, com- 
' forting, and confirming, many in the truth; 
Adnd was well accepted and received wherever. 
| RE in our country, both as a man and a 


* 


pleaſant in his life, and in his 
death. He was grave, fplid, and weighty in 
his carriage and deportment; mixed With 
courteſy, love, and affability in his converſa- 
tion, Which carried both awe, and reſpect. 1 
could ſay much concerning him, but would 
not exceed chrough affection; knowing he 
is above my encomiums, = needs no ap- 
plauſe; being ſtated in his eternal manſion in 
the heavenly kingdom, with the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect. He left one daugh- 
ter behind him in Briſtol, of his wife's name, 
ſince married to Robert Ingram, of Lenken 
merchant. 

| ba But now to return, to Frekheſier,;, I "hoard. 


that my friend, J. M. of Briſtol (who mag 
. at meeting) : 


a in Newgate, wich many more, fart 


— — 


OY s 17x 9 

8 had 1 of. 0 liberty to 80 d 
Pennſylxania, 4 "vZit, a. letter to him, to diſs 
ſuade him from it at that time, which: 1 
ſhould. not haye. taken notice of here, had 
it not been for /a ,paſlage in it, which feems 


ſomewhat. remarkable as to him: The e! is 
as follows, viz,'; | 


| | : 
\ * 8 * 
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, anciently beloved friend, J. 1 " wad 


TY dear Lone to thee i in he truth, which 


| never changes, but abides the ſame to 


all generations; neither do they that abide in 
it, in which L have often had, and ſtill have, 
a reverend reſpect for thee, and many other 
lexvants of, Nan Lord, as elders of the flock over 


3 


verſation, blameleſs "a . as; good * 
amples unto them; among whom, they have 
eee in the, word and doQrine, to; the 
ſtrengthening and encouraging of the upright 
and faithful in the way of the Lord and 


to the conxincing and confounding of all op- | 
poſers and -gainjayers; and anſwering: God s 


witneſs in all pęqple, as a good ſavaur in their 


and: of death to them that periſhyg {4,4 
O you ancients,, of:.Ifratl, how weighty 1s 
Four calling! who are called to follom the 
"Bb | LAN 


places, eyen of life to them that are ſaved, þ 


A 


Lamb in the regeneration, and through pati- 
ence to overcome; as the Lord's worthies, 
Vrho never turned their backs in the day of 
battle; neither did their ſwords return in vain, 
but their weapons and bows abode in ſtrength, 
and were and are renewed in their hands, who 
are bold and valiant; and victory is with 
them. Theſe are they that have followed the 
Lamb in the many tribulations; whoſe gar- 
ments are waſhed and made white in his 
blood; who loved not their lives to the death, 
for his ſake who is gone before; and was 
made perfect through ſufferings, whom they 
are following through perſecutions and re- 
proaches; life and death, as . th wha 
is inviſible. 
O my friend! what ſhall I lay unto thee, | 
that —4 knoweſt not already, even much 
more than I can write or ſpeak? yet my heart 
is ſtirred up to write unto thee, eſpecially at 
this time, when I hear thou art even quitting 
the field in this day of battle and ſore exerciſe, 
wherein many ſuffer deeply for the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, O that ever it ſhould _ 
be ſaid of thee, that thou ſhouldeſt turn thy 
back in the day of trial! I am grieved to hear 
thereof, Why wilt thou go away and leave 
thy friends in holes and priſons, in danger of 
their lives, behind thee? Many are apt to 
judge hardly of it, that thou ſhouldeſt offer ta 
80 8 4 at ſuch a time as this, when many 


ſufferx 


> — — 


6 8 
ſuffer ſo deeply for the truth's ſake... nat. 
thou haſt obtained thy liberty out of Priſen, 
upon that account, to go away: | 
O my ancient friend, why wilt thou leans 
us? My heart is ſad, with many more, to hear 
thereof. I did not think thou wouldeſt have 
accepted of thy liberty upon any ſuch account, 
Remember how thou haſt blamed John Perrot 
in times paſt, for going out of priſon on that 
account, when ſo many ſuffered in Newgate, 
London, in the year 1662; and their 
cutors offered them, that if they would ac- 
cept of their liberty, and go out of the na- 
tion of their own accord, | into voluntary 
exile*] they ſhould have their liberty, which 
he accepted of, and never proſpered after. 
And wilt thou do the ſame? 1 hope and ex- 
pect better things of thee, and many more. 
Why wilt thou go away, and leave a clog 
behind thee, to follow after thee: as a bur- 
then? I know thou waſt formerly very much 
againſt going to Ne- Jerſey, and ready to 
diſcourage any that were inclined that way; 
and how is it that thou art now ſo much 
for going to Pennſylvania at this time? Not 
that I am againſt any one going thither, ſo 
they go clearly, but only at ſuch a time as 
this, for any to go to ſhun perſecution, be- 
lieving the bleſſing of God will not attend any 


ſuch therein ; Whatever pretence anf may 


This was before the act of baniſhment. | 2 
8 4 


Tm) 
| RE people will take it no otherwiſe; which 
Will ſtrengthen the hands of the evil-doers, 


duc weaken them that are faithful; and theres 


fore I could not be clear, but lay it before 
thee, as my ancient loving friend; and if thou 
| goeſt, take this as my laſt farewell, a I ſee 

thee no 1 7 = Who am, 
a8 2 Thy true and © 
5 my AP a 2 Ling friend, 1 
enn Wulirixd. 


ens 


n 1682. \ 
228 a 725 1 bes 220 10 


b Bet le gegected it, telling a friend; that 
1 oo to him about it, that 3 was a forward 
> kad,” and that he threw my letter into» the 
fre; and fo went away, (though not till next 
year- — of Which more 0 K place) but never 
proſpered after, (nor feveral others that went 
away to ſhun perſecution) but fell from truth, 

and ſo it was fulfilled on him. 

Pichn Cuff, of Aiſhill, was brought to pri- 
foi for tithes, the 6th öf the roth month, 
at wg ſuit, of John Teep, vicar of the ſaid 
55 — J. Cuff having been a very great ſuf- 

ferer 100 meetings before by Henry Walrond, 
being a plam innocent man, and having ſome 
fabtinke' abont him, the Taid Henry Wal- 
rond had an eye upon him, to make a prey 
of him almoſt to his undoing. 

Wm. Laurence, of Axbridge, was brought 
to priſon the 16th of the 11th month, being 
cited to the archdeacon's court at Wells, for 
* | | abſence _ 
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abſence from church (ſo called): where he aps © 
peared before the ee Thurſby, who 
treated him very ſcoffingly not like a gray ve 
churck man, but like æ light vain man and 
proud prelate; chreateniog to ſend him td 
gaol; William reproving his ſcoffing behas 
Viour, telling him, it did not — him 
thardat judge; to ſcoff and deride ſuch as came 
before him: the Proud prieſt was angry, and 
aſked! him when he received the ſacrament. 
William aſked; What was that; för he knew 
no ſuch word! i in ſcripture: Thurlby ſaid, it 
was the Lord's ſupper:  Wilkan ' queſtioned 
whether he knew what the Leids s ſupper 

was: on which, Thurlby being enraged, ſaid, 
What! had he been at the univerſity, and 
ſtudied the ſcriptures forty years, and ſhould 
ſuch a fellow as he queſtion whether he 

knew the Lord's Supper? and bid call for'a 
juſtice of peace: and Colonel Berkly, who 
was nA ready to help them at a dead lift, 
(one, by the way, who, when he would Pre- 
tend to pray with his troop, would eurſe or 
ſwear on any provocation, before he was off 
his knees) being preſent with others, came 
and violently thruſt him out of the cathedral, 
and hurried him aleng to the houſe of J. Bay- 
lie, (biſhop Mew's proud chancellor) "who 
alſo treated him ill, and tendered him the 
oath of allegiance; "which William refuſing 
to take for . ſake, they ſent him to 
Tap | 5 ; 


n where, though. he was brought forth 
at Ivelcheſter 1 ons, in the 2d month fol⸗ 
lowing, and alſo at Bridgwater ſeſſions in 
the ;th-month, yet he was continued pri- 
| 2 till Bath ſeſſions, the ad of the Sth 
month, 1683, and then diſcharged. 
Joan Comb, of Gregory Stoke, an GET = 
widow of 73 years of age, for not coming 
to church, (ſo called) was, by warrant from 
J. P. and Henry Sherburn, dated the 
22d of the 11th month, committed to priſon 
the iAth of the iſt ae following, and 
Had to Taunton aſſizes the 24th ditto; and 
died on her return the iſt of the a9 months 
1683, to which I am now arrived. id... 
Richard Lincoln, of Crewkerne, was com- 
mitted to priſon the 4th of the 2d; month, 
1683, for being at a meeting in that town, 
(where were feveral public. friends) by Sir 
Edward Phillips, of Montague, who, 5 — 
to the town that day, ſent for the officers, 
and ſent them to the meeting; ordering them 
0 ſet a guard on it, and bring ſome of the 
friends before him: the ſaid officers came, 
though unwilling, and deſired friends to de- 
part; which they not doing, the officers went 
away, and came again, defiring that two or 
three friends would go and ſpeak with Sir 
Edward; whereupon R. Lincoln, being ac- 
quainted with him, went of his own accord 
to * who, after ſome diſcourſe, ſent him 
to 


Fd 
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to priſon, and ſo was made a fuſſerer for 
the meeting, which ended peaceably He 
was brought forth to Ivelcheſter ſeſſions" the 
19th of the: 2d month, and without 'any 
thing ſaid about the meeting; the oath ten- 
dered to him, and ſo continued priſoner till ; 
the next ſeſſions at Bridgewater,/in the fifth 
month, with William Lawrence aforeſaid; 2 
and, without much {aid to them, continu ddt 
till Bath ſeſſions, the 2d of the 8th monthz 7 
and then, there being no further proceedings = 
againſt them, they were both diſcharged. © 1 
John Clothier of Eaſt Lidford, was ſent to pri- 
ſon the 17th of the 5th month; by the Lord Sta- 
well and Sir Edw. Phillips, jute, for refuſing 
the oath of allegiance, at the inſtigation of prieſftt 
Horley, of Lidford, an old perſecutor. ä 
John Hopkins, 6 Ivelcheſter, was com- "IM 
mitt: to priſon” the ſame day, for not going 
to church, ſo called, by Sir Edward Phillips, 
and had to Midſummer ſeſſions at Bridgewater; _ 
where the oath was tendered to him, and' he 
„ eee to priſon. e g 
The 12th: of the 6th month, 1683, therd 
| were twelve more committed to priſon, from 
Gregory Stoke meeting, by Henry Walrond, 
who with his aſſiſtants, whoſe names were 
Brooms, (who uſed to ſw —_— all away) broke 
the windows, benches, e of the 
meeting-houſe; and —— out why materials, 
with the windows, leaves, dovrs, forms, &c. 
on the green, and there burnt them; carouſing 
and drinking about the fire the meat-whill 3 
i | a 
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e 
_ fned ſeveral friends for the ſaid meeting; | 
particularly William Calbreth of North Curry, 
whoſe houſe they broke open to ſeize his 
goods, contrary to law, and and committed 12 
ene. 

And the fourteenth of the nde 1683, 
theſe {even of the twelve were brought to 


peſos, Viz. 


Icha Nott, of Michael Creech, brogh Hop | 
82 J ohn Shoobroke, ditto, J 5 ath fel. 
Hugh Durborough, of N. Curry, ons, in the 8th 
Edward Warner, of Midlezoy, F ni 2 = 
William Elliot, of Greg. Stoke, | ance was ten- 
Robert Button, of Taunton,” d dne ann 
2 Thomas Parſons, of aner 5 3 

priſon. 


to 


The other five were diſcharged by Captain 
Walrond, upon ſome giving money for them 
without their conſent, viz. George Fackrel, 
William Fowler, William Chaed, (father and 
ſon) and David Ballam. 

Of which impriſonments and other abuſes 
I gave a large account in a letter to a friend 
(then in London) the 21ſt of the 6th month; 
which being long, and in the record, the ſub- 
2 of ir deing g before, is here omitted; but 
dhe concluſion 1 cannot well paſs by, being 
ſomewhat remarkable, viz, 


What the end of theſe chings will be we 


+. muſt leave to the Lord; e bars 
N * ſent 


{ 9 7” 
< ſefit ſeem reſolved to be exceeding wicks 
ed, if the Lord do not put a Rop to them 
My defire is, that in theſe days of trial, 
and deep exerciſe, the faith of none of his 
people may fail, but that, bold and vali- 
ant for the truth on earth, they may be 
© made, and in the innoceney may be kept, 
© that an heart of unbelief may never enter 
any towards God; nor a ſpirit of revenge 
© towards their enemies, but that they may 
© be enabled to undergo the wrath of man, 
© until the Lord is pleaſed to reſtrain it. 
* Our keeper alſo hath been very wicked a- 
* gainſt friends lately, keeping a great many 
in the common-gaol, and even ſtirring up 
* our adverſaries to be worſe againſt us than 
© {forme of them would be, &e. 


The 29th ditto, 1683, ten friends were 
ſent to priſon from Glaſtenbury meeting, by 
John Baylie, chancellor of the biſhop's court 
at Wells, who, though called reverend, was 
ſo irrevetend, as (like Walrond at Stoke) to 
ſet the boys to break the windows and forma 
not long before, (though in the abbey kit» 
chen, which king Henry VIII. could not 
burn, being built all of ſtone) and the forms 
&. were afterwards carried out and burut 
on a thankſgiving day, above Chamgate. The 
ſaid Baylie, and Col. Berkley of Pill, coming 
now to the meeting, turned out the _ 
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Richard Cooper, and 
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a children; tendered the oath to the men; 3 
and, for their refuſing to take it, ſent theſe 
ten friends to priſon, VI! - 1 


1 N 
"pf She Metford, of Clalton, 5 9 
John Mabſon, ditto, ] where they 
| Berg 2 continued till 
Thomas, his brother, . 8 
Ab. Clothier, of Shepton Mallet, 75 oath ten- 
John Turner, of Mear, 47 io them, 
Kich. Grabham, of Edington, | — fo ent. 
William Hewlet, of Street, noed till next 
Abraham Gundry, to, 1 #7 
n aan e, 4 vo $4520 
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From Glaſtenbury let us go to Chew Magna 
near Briſtol: Where, for being at a meeting, 
twenty-ſeven friends were committed the 2d 
of September, by John Helliar, one of the 

great perſecutors of Briſtol, under-ſheriff of 
the county: Captain Twyford, and Willtam 

Higgins, of Briſtol, who came to the meet- 


Ny ing with a company of bailiffs, in a ver 


rude manner; beating and abuſing friends (as 
they uſed to do at Briſtol) very much; Hel- 
liar charging the bailiffs to keep them while 
he went to prieſt Croſſe's to dinner, after 
Which he came again, and brought faggots 
With him, and throwing them down at the 
-meeting-houſe door, bid them fire the houſe, 
Aich the en en ien out, oo 
* 2 | car 
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fear their houſes (being. 3 ſhould 
be burnt; whereupon he went into the meet- 
ing in a great rage, and commanded the friends 
to riſe up, which they not preſently doing, he 
bid his company cut off the legs of the forms: 
ſtruck and pulled one friend by the hair of his 

head; ſtruck another, and cut his coat; pulled 
another backward to the ground, and then 
carried out the forms, and burnt them with 
the prieſt's faggots; then went in, and made 
a mittimus for twenty-ſeven, (though he was 
no juſtice) and bid the officers drive them along 
like hogs. The names of the Rs W 


mitted were as Fönen viz. 


| John: Hipſley, 
Joan, his wife, 
Joſeph Taylor, 
Anne, his wife, FL $91 
eee, {9731 h a ahh: 
| ichen Alen Hr ret 
Daniel Holbrook, il 
Hugh Croad, © ” 
John Watts, 
James Stirredge, 
Elizabeth, his wife, 
Joſeph Wade, 
Richard Greethead, 
Margery, his wife, 
Joan, their daughter, 
Joſeph Little, | 1 
N 1 James 
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The ſixteen who were brought to priſon, 
were put into the common gaol among fe- 
lons: the keeper, G. Bale, and his wife, being 
very wicked againſt them, (being pretty much 
under the influence of Helliar) his wife abu- 
fing them much in words, calling them ill 
names, and refuſing them neceſſaries, not ſuf- 
fering them to have beds, nor hardly ſtraw to 
lie on, but what was put in through the door; 
ſo that I heard Elizabeth Stirredge (who was 
a weakly tender woman) complain, that the 
worſt night's lodging that ever ſhe had in 
Newgate (Briſtol) was not ſo bad as ſhe had 
that night in the common gaol at Ivelcheſ- 


*The three laſt from Briſtol, and ſume others, were 
not brought to priſon nor ſeſſions, the oſſicers heing more 
favourable to them than the prieſt and perſecutors were; 
let them continue at home: So that there were but ſixteen 
ſent to priſon. 

pen 3] ter: 
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ter: but afterwards the keeper, when his 
wrath was a little over, was more kind to 
them, and let them have the liberty of — 
town, to get lodgings elfewhere. They were 
had to Bath feſhons' in the 8th month = 
cept Joſeph Wade, who being taken lick, 
died about the beginning of the ſeſkens, leav- 
ing his blood upon ther heads) where they 
were indicted, and malicioufſy profecutetd-by 
the ſaid Helkar, for a riot (to excuſe himſelf 
as was thought of his own. riotous prodigy), 
and fo returned to priſon till next ſeffions. - 
Note, This prieſt Croſs, of Chew, an old 
perſecutor, who: was the inſtigator of this per- 
ſecution, and invited over the ſaid Helliar to 
dinner, on purpoſe, as was thought, to break 
the meeting there, and ſend the ſaid friends 
to priſon; faying before, If He could but live 

to ſee Elizabeth Stirredge (who had a. public 
8 and her huſband: ruined, he cared 
not if he died next day; ſo malicious was he- 
And when they came and told him what they 
had done, he put off his hat and thanked 
them, ſaying, He ſhould live four years the 
longer for it: But foon after, (even befons the 
friends were carried to priſon) as he was walk 
ing in the ſteeple-houſe yard, looking on the 
boys at play, he fell — as dead; Nr 
once before in the pulpit, and was carried in 
and was never ſenſible after, but died in a 
fad condition. And Helliar, not long after, 
when 10 had filed up his meaſure of perſes F 
N 4 cution 
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eation- at Briſtol, died in a frightful anions; 
under ſuch terror of mind fr the wicked 
neſs he had perpetrated, both here and at 
Briſtol, that, as was reported, he kept candles 
burning, and men to watch with him night 
and day, left the wicked one ſhould fetch him 
away, and ſo died miſerably. O that men 
would take warning, and fear the Lord, 5 
our God is a conſuming fire. 
From Chew: I muſt take a ſtep to Briftol, « on 
this occaſion, being one of the weightieſt that 
ever I went about, which I cannot omit men- 
_ tioning, becauſe. of the connection it hath 
With the remaining part of theſe Memoirs, 
in relation to myſelf, which was this: I had 
drawings in my mind for ſome time towards 
a young woman of good repute, in relation to 
marriage, whoſe name was Sarah Hurd, of 
Long Sutton, daughter of Thomas Hurd, of 
Somerton, who was a prifoner with me, for 
tithes. | It opened firſt in my heart, as I was 
waiting upon the Lord in great humility and 
lowlineſs of mind, according to what roſe in 
my heart near fix years — (in 1077, as 
I was walking, pondering in my heart the 
things of God, and ſomething in relation to 
marriage) that I ſhould not look out, but 
keep my. eye to the Lord, and he would 
provide well enough for me; at which I was 
much broken, and tendered in my ſpirit be- 
fore the Lord, in a ſenſe of his love and mercy. . 
to me; often deſiring of the Lord, when 1 
019 | have 
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have been alone, that I might rather never 


alter my condition, except it was for his 


glory and my good; and which yet I was 
not haſty in, but retained in my heart near 
half a year before I diſcloſed it to her. But 
now, in the 7th month, ſhe having two ifs 
ters going to Pennſylvania, and accompany- 
ing them to Briſtol, I, having acquainted 
her father with it, ane! had his conſent; _ 

went after them, where I found my old friend 
J. M. to whom I writthe former letter, pre- 
Paring to go, with ſeveral others, and had 
ſome diſcourſe with him about it. I accoms 
panied my friend and her ſiſters on ſhip- 
board, in King's-Road, where we took leave 
of them and the reſt, and returned with her 
to the city; and next day went homeward with 
her, and by the way laid the thing before 
her, which ſhe in due time received and 
_ cloſed with, (of which more in its place); 
and when I adviſed with John Anderdon about 
it, whom we counted as a ſeer, he told me, 
he did not ſee any thing in truth againſt 
it; which was a confirmation to me. Fre 
Before I leave Briſtol, it is requiſite I ſhould 
gire account of the remaining part of the per- 
| ſecution there; and here I muſt give account 
of the ſevere proſecution of Richard Vickris, 
of Briſtol, whoſe caſe was unuſual and extra- 
ordinary, being for his life, who, for the rela- 
fon he bore to our county, I cannot but men- 
tion; 


(186) 


tion; he being a particular friend and neigh- 
bour of mine afterwards. He was ſon to Robert 
Vickris, merchant and alderman of .Briſtol, 
but afterwards of Chew-Magna, in the county 
of Somerſet, He was well educated, and was 
convineed of the truth in his young years; 
to divert him from which, and from being a 
„ his father ſent him abroad to travel 
in France; where beholding the ſuperſtition 
and idolatry of the Papiſts and ſeeing the 
errors of Popery, (reading Mallebranche's — 
after Truth) f. he was the more confirmed in 
the belief of the truth, and when he came 
home embraced it openly. He married Eli- 
zabeth, daughter of George Biſhop, of Briſtol, 
where he dwelt, and followed merchandizing 
till he came to live at Chew; of whoſe ſuffer- 
gs, impriſonment, and abuſe in Newgate, | 
we have often touched before; being impri- 
ſoned there on excommunication, in the year 
1680, and after the great perſecution began 
there, in 1681, as aforeſaid, He was often 
fined and diſtraĩined for meetings, impriſoned 
and abuſed, as before- mentioned: But, as if all 
that was not ſufficient, he was brought under 
a ſevere proſecution for his life, on the ſtatute 
of the 3 5th of Queen Elizabeth, at the ſeſſions, 
the 28th of the 11th month, 1682. He pleaded 
againſt the juriſdiction of the court of ſeſſions, 
on that ſtatute; which plea being over- ruled, 
* was at the ſaid ſeſſion committed to POR 
| or 
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for refuſing to plead the general Hue, of 
guilty or not guilty, to the indictment. But 


in Eaſter ſeſſions, in the 2d month, 1683, he 
was admitted to bail, obliging himſelf to 


plead and traverſe with effect. Between that 


and midſummer, he procured an Habras cor 


from the king's bench, to remove himſelf and 


cauſe out of” the court of ſeſſions. At Mid- 


ſummer ſeſſions he was continued upon his 


recognizance, to the 20th of the 5th monch, 
being the adjournment of the ſeſſions; at 
which time, after the gaol delivery, he ap- 
peared and preſented his habeas corpus, deſir- 
ing his recognizance might be diſcharged, 


which was done, and he Jelivered 8 0 


into the cuſtody of the ſheriff, till the 2 3d; 
at which time, ens the ſeſſions was adjourned, 
and all the other buſineſs, of the gaol delivery 
over, he was, by the inſtigation of Sir John 
Knight, ſent for into court, and immediately 
forced to a trial. He deſired the court would 
not ſurprize him, and precipitate him thus to a 
trial, and therefore deſired time, his counſel be- 


ing abſent; which being refuſed, he eraved the 


favour of the court to grant him a 

venire factas, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, and 
was: lately granted to one under the like pro- 
ſecution: But this being alſo refuſed,” they 
went on to a trial, without requiring him 


to plead; but took it for granted that he had 


pleaded, though. he had not; and a jury was 
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8 e in court, moſtly 
men of mean occupation, though he was a 
gentleman | bred: after ſome time his counſel 
came into court. John Helliar undertook to 


the caſe; but varying from the matter 


in the indictment, recourſe was had to the 
file for the original: His counſel ſhewed, that 
the indictment did not bring him in guilty 
upon, or without, the ſtatute; and then ſhew- 
ed, in particular, that the ſtatute ſays, * If a 
man obſtinately refuſe to come to ſome 

© church, chapel, or uſual place of common 
prayer, to hear divine ſervice, &c. and ſhall 
forbear ſo to do for the ſpace of a month, 
next after his ſaid obſtinate refuſal,” &c. But 
the indictment charged him with forbearance 
. month before any obſtinate refuſal, which 
forbearance a month before is not the crime 
in law, but a month after; beſides, this dif- 
ference removes the reaſon in law of the ſe- 
verity, viz. the obſtinacy of the fact. Now 
this obſtinate refuſal is 105 tempus d quo, and 
implies a day of aſſignment and admonition 
to that practice the law requires, which in the 
indictment is ſaid to be the 3oth of December, 
1681, which was no red letter or feſtival day, 
on which the law ſhould be ſuppoſed to oblige 
to that practice; neither was there any admo- 
nition given, nor could be proved, to render 
- the refuſal obſtinate, which muſt be the legal 
ſenſe of the word ob/trnate, viz. a refuſal on a 
Premonition, as is evident, being compared 
with 
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with the former ſtatutes of recuſancy, where 
the abſence from church for eleven months 
exceeds not 20l. per menſem: Whereas, by this 
ſtatute of the 35th of Elizabeth, the obſtinate 
refuſal and forbearance, though. but for one 
month after, incurs ſo. much heavier puniſh- 
ment. Beſides, the cenſure and procedure in 
all eccleſiaſtical courts, maniteſt, that obſtinacy 
is a refuſal after admonition. Theſe things 
were - argued, and earneſtly preſſed by his 
counſel, and by himſelf, as evidence of his 
not being guilty within the ſtatute, as to 
that part of the fact laid i in the wan | 
but were over-ruled. | 
And as to the other part of the fact, . 
joining in a conventicle, the witneſſes ſwore 
that he was at a meeting the day mentioned 
in the indictment, at a place where they uled 
to meet on the ſcore of religious worſhip, in 
company of about a hundred and twenty per- 
ſons; but gave no evidence of any preaching, 
Praying, or the like overt act of religious 
worſhip performed at that time, neither is it 
mentioned in the commitment or record; only 
one of the witneſſes ſeemed to ſay, that he 
uſed to aſk what their (friends) buſineſs was 
there, and that unleſs ſome or. other of them 
confeſſed they were there to. worſhip God, or 
to the like effect, he did not uſe to 8 the 
meeting a religious conventicle; and he be- 
1 he had that anſwer from ſome of that 
e meeting, 


= | 
meeting, but knew not from whom; nor did 
he fay it was from R. Vickris; as certainly it 
was not. Upon which it was argued, this 
could not be a religious conventicle within 
the ſtatute, contrary to the laws and ſtatutes, 
&c. becauſe-no overt act was aſſigned to ren- 
der it fuch; neither was there any diſtinction 
in this meeting, by any evidence that appear- 
ed from other - meetings, which almoſt ever 
fince have been rendered unlawful afſemblies, 
at common law; and now to retrovert and 
make this meeting a religious conventicle, 
to bring him within this ſtatute, was v 
hard and contradictory. They then inſiſted 
upon his being puniſhed already by the con- 
venticle act, for the ſame meeting laid in his 
indictment, and pleaded that clauſe in the ſta- 
tute of the 22d of king Charles II. where it 
is ſaid, That no perſon puniſhed for any 
' © offence, by virtue of this act, ſhall be pu- 
© niſhed for the ſame offence by virtue of 
© any other law or ſtatute whatſoever.' Shew- 
ing, if this was not allowed, he was doubly 
puniſhed for one and the ſame offence, viz. 
by the 22d of Charles II. and 35th of Eliza» 
beth, according to counſellor Ward's s opinion 
in this caſe: but all was over-ruled, ſo arbi- 
trary were they; the jury was ſerit for, who 
ſdon returned and brought him in guilty. 
Then they moved for an arreſt of judg- 
ment, but could not prevail; their motion 
__ 
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being rejected by the court, (who were re- 
| ſolved in the caſe); ſo the recorder of the 
city, Sir John Churchill, of Churchill, two 
miles from Wrington, in Somerſetſhire, {who 
died not long after, and his houſe became 
deſolate) proceeded to read the judgment up- 
on the 1 againſt him, viz. That he ſhould 
conform, or able ure the realm in three months, 
or ſuffer death as a felon, without benefit ox 
clergy: And admoniſhed him to conform. R. 
Vickris anſwered, He preſumed he would not 
defire his conformity, unleſs he was ſatisfied 
in his conſcience ſo to do; for to play the hy- 
ite with man was hateful, much more 
with God. He had opportunity to ſpeak his 
mind fully in ſome points, and came away 
eaſy and ſatisfied; being carried to priſon to 
Newgate, where he remained, for the teſti- 
mony of truth, till next year under the ſaid 
ſentence, becauſe he could not for conſcience 
ſake conform nor abjure; and the time of ab- 
juring the realm, which he conſcientiouſly 
refuſed to do, being elapſed, he lay liable to 
the execution of the law, which was death. 
Of which, and how he came to be delivered, 
I muſt refer the further account till next year. 
And now, as to Briſtol in general, the per- 
ſecution ſtill continued, though it was abated 
as to meetings; for at this time of my be- 
ing at Briſtol, as I remember, going to the 
meeting at this Friars, 6th day in the after= 
m_ as was William Bingley ſtanding 


On 


ä 
on the floor, i in the middle of the meeting, 
declaring to friends, there being a pretty 
full meeting for an evening meeting, the 
galleries being all broke down, and not 
then repaired: but the meeting was quiet at 
that time. Yet in the priſon of Newgate, 
were forty-five remaining priſoners, and in 
Bridewell about ſeventy, the greateſt part 
women, long and cloſe confined, enduring 


great hardſhips;- befides the great violence 


and abuſes many underwent in the ſtreets, as 

well as in priſon; eſpecially in Newgate, 
where friends ſuffered very -much, through 
the wickedneſs of the keeper, Iſaac Dennis, 
whoſe rage and fury growing higher and 
higher, friends thought it neceſſary once more 
to lay it before the magiſtrates, the 25th of 
the 2d month, viz. his thronging ſo many 


_ together in one room, that had not the mercy 
- of God prevented, they might have been 


ſtifled: His keeping them from their lawful 
employments, for the maintenance of them- 
ſelves and families, &c. A friend, C. Oli- 
ver, being very ſick in the dungeon, came 
and ſat by friends fire in the chapel- chamber, 
becauſe of the dampneſs of the place, hoping 

to get a little ſuccour by the fire; but ſuch 
was the keeper's inhumanity, as to command 
him from thence, ſo he was forced to go (the 
firſt time that ever I ſaw him) into the 
noiſome place again; and Jabez White bring; 
in * for . while in the chapel- 
1 chamber, 
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ehamber, the keeper aſked him, Whither he 
was going? He ſaid, To the ſick man; aſk- 


ing, if he might not go from one room to an- 
other; the keeper ſaid, he ſhould not: the 
friend ſaid, the man was very ill, and that he 
ſhould conſider the fick, for he might be ſick 
himſelf; for which ſaying, he and his man 
endeavoured to throw him down ſtairs; but 
not doing it there, he and his wife took hold 
of him by the hair- of his head, and threw 
him down the other ſtairs below; and when | 
he had ſo done, he and his man took him and 
put him in the Weſt-houſe. After this, Tho- 
mas Hayes, a very innocent man, falling ſick, 
defired ſome liberty to be out of the noiſe of 
the ſwearers and drunkards; upon which the 
new ſheriff ſent his man with an order to 
do it; but the keeper would not perform it, 
having an enmity againſt the friend, without 
any juſt cauſe, and ſo detained him till he 
died, the 3d of the 8th month, who ended his 
| days ſweetly in the love of God, who bore 
up his ſpirit over all his ſufferings. After 
him, a friend, Thomas Arnold, being very 
ill, three or four days before his death, defired 
friends company in the room, to wait upon 
the Lord; and D. Dole ſpeaking to friends 
by way of exhortation, Welchman, the un- 
der-keeper, came in a rude and wicked man- 
ner, and haled her out of the room; and after 
ſome time ſhe came in again, and being in 
prayer to the Lord, on her knees, he came in 
O again, 


7) 
again, 14 . haled her forth: And the 
keeper's wife, according to her former cuſ- 
tom, abuſed friends, throwing them down, 
and haling them in a ſhameful manner 
_ Kicked one woman, and made {wellings in her 
fleſh ; haled another, and threw her down in 
ſuch a violent mariner over the threſhold of 
a door, that ſhe ſpit blood three days after: 
A friend, ftanding by, ſtopped ſome of her 
malicious endeavours, which was, to have 
thrown her down ſtairs, for which ſhe haled 
him by the hair of his head: The keeper 
calling friends rogues, whores, cheats, papiſts, 
and the like. And to ſhew that. his malice 
towards them laſted as long as he was able 
to act it, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit ſome 
in the priſon with the ſpotted fever, whereof 
three died, and two more fell ſick; where- 
upon friends deſired leave of Iſaac Dennis 
that they might go forth in order to their re- 
covery, and they would engage that they 
ſhould be returned alive or dead. He pre- 
tended he was willing, only would have them 
write to the magiſtrates and ſheriffs for their 
conſent, promiſing he would further it; which 
accordingly they did, and were informed that 


ſome of the magiſtrates were willing ; but 


Iſaac Dennis, contrary to his promiſe, to hin- 
der it, told them, there was no ſuch diſtemper 
as the ſpotted fever in the priſon: and whereas 
they complained that ſo many lodged in one 


room where one of Ws lick perſons was, he 
told 


"= ———_—_ — 


(n 
00 them, he had rooms enough in the pri- 
ſon for them, that they need not lodge above 
four in a room; which ſhewed ab | greater 
hardneſs and cruelty in him, not only to the 
ſick, but to them that were confined, ſo many 
in a room, in pretending he had room enough, 
and yet would not let them have the benefit 
of it; and ſo by his means, their requeſt to 
the magiſtrates was fruſtrated, to n no 
1mall detriment. 
But now at length, he having flled 5 hls 
meaſure, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit this poor 
man, Iſaac Dennis, the cruel keeper of Newy- 
gate, who had been ſo inhuman to friends, 
for though the Lord bears long, yet he will 
not let the wicked go unpuniſhed, or ſuffer 
their rod always to reſt on the back of the 
righteous; viſiting him with his judgments 
in a very dreadful manner about the mid- 
dle of the 8th month, which was ſo terrible 
to him, that he could eat and fleep but 
very little, and yet by day he would ſtrive 
againſt it, by drinking, and keeping vain 
company, endeavouring to get eaſe to. his 
troubled conſcience; and while the ſtrength 
of the liquor was in him by day, he would 
ſeem as if nothing was amiſs; but at night 
was in a woful agony, ſo that he would ſhake 
and tremble, and ſweat cold ſweats: Then he 
would deſire friends to pray for him, and 
with he bad never ſeen the inſide of the 
O 2 gaol, | 
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gaol, ſaying, It had undone him. He de- 
fired ſeveral friends to forgive him for what 
he had done. To which they anſwered, That 
he ſhould aſk forgiveneſs of God, for they 
did forgive him. But ſtill his anguiſh and 
torment encreaſed, ſo that it was feared he 
would be diſtracted. Then doctors were ſent 

for to let him blood; but he told them, no 
phyſic would do him good, his diſtemper 

being another thing; and that no man could- 
do him good, his day was over, and there 
were no hopes of mercy from God for him. 
Friends ſeeing him in this fad condition, pi- 
tied him, and deſired, if it was the will of 
God, he might find a place of repentance ; 
and ſome ſpoke to him, and found he had 
his ſenſes, and uſed fuch arguments as they 
thought beſt, to perſuade him out of his hard- 
neſs and unbelief, ſaying, they hoped his day 
was not over, becauſe he had a ſenſe of his 
condition. He thanked them for their good 
hope; but faid, he had no faith to believe, and 
that faith was the gift of God. So nothing 
would enter him, but that his day was over, 
and there were no hopes of mercy for him ; 
and in this miſerable ſtate he continued till 
the zoth of the gth month, and then ended 
his miſerable life. O that others would take 
warning while they have a day left! and fear 
the living God; who is a conſuming fire to all 
the workers of iniquity, and not reſiſt his re- 
| 4. proofs 
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proofs in their conſciences; or, to pleaſe and 
gratify others, do that which will bring mi- 
ſery upon themſelves in the latter end. 

And for the reſt: As to Helliar, that wicked 
perſecutor, we have heard of his dreadful 
end, as before-mentioned. And R. Oliffe; 
alderman, who committed fo many to priſon, 
and made ſuch ſpoil on friends goods, the 
Lord met with him, and ſmote him in his 
conſcience, that he could not eſcape, but 
cried out in his extremity, as I have heard, 
that he was not ſick, but damned: and that 
they, viz. the perſecutors, ſhould make reſti- 
tution; meaning, to ſuch as he and they had 
wronged, which neither he nor they were 
ever able to do, and ſo died in a ſad condition: 
and ſeveral of the underling perſecutors, con- 
ſtables, and informers, as I have heard, came 
to ill ends, or ſome other judgments (as one 
broke his leg, another had his houſe burnt) 
though I cannot be poſitive in the particu- 
lars, yet have heard of ſeveral; and wonld 
uy aſk any perſecutor now, what they got 

it? 3 | 

Fa as for Sir John Knight, that grand 
perſecuting ſheriff, though he ſurvived moſt 
of the reſt, and is yet living at the writing 
hereof; who though he hindered the enlarg- 
ing of Newgate, while friends were priſoners 
there, leſt they ſhould have too much con- 
veniency, and not be kept cloſe enough; yet 


O 3 | he 


has N 
he afterwards rebuilt it when he was mayor, 
before he went thither himſelf; for though 


be turned againſt king James, for diſpenſing 


with the penal laws, that they could not per- 
ſecute as'they had done, and joined with the 
prince of Orange; yet when he came to be 
_ king, and confirmed liberty of conſctence, 

the ſaid Knight turned mal-content; and af- 
terwards, on ſome diſguſt or offence to the 
government, he was put in priſon in Newgate - 

himſelf, (where he had impriſoned ſo many 
friends) which was ſomewhat remarkable; 
and I was an eye-witneſs of his going thi- 
ther with another perſon, and could not 
but take notice of it: and though he is yet 
living, he is reduced to a ſmall eſtate (for a 
knight) at Congrefbury in Somerſetſhire, near 
the author's. Thus I have given a ſhort ac- 
count-of this perſecution, for the whole would 
fill a volume; [See The Diſtreſſed Caſe,” 
© The further Account, and © The Narrative 
© of the Cruelties and Abuſes in Newgate," 
&c. | in which I have not pretended to give 
an exact or full diary of all paſſages, only 
ſome brief hints; but have it, and much 
more, drawn up by me, to vouch every par- 
ticular. 

There were alſo in this city about 500 re- 
turned into the Exchequer, on the ſtatute of 
the 31ſt of Elizabeth, for 20l. a month; and 
warrants in the officers hands to make diſtreſs 

| | On 
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on 38 men, for eleven months, at 201, a month, 


which amounts to hw me 
And for two of their wives, N | 


11 months, came to = 440 NY 


And for 111 men for 3 months. 
at 20l. a'month - -; 6660 
And for 40 of their wives, n 

three months = 1200 


Friends 191—which comes too 
in the whole, „ £.16660 855 


Their names and fines are on record, and 
1 were ſeized; but how many, or : hove 
much, I cannot give account. 

And the diſtreſſes on ſundry Biene in this 
city, for meetings, (of which ſome are before- 
mentioned) came to, mo 1681, as on re- 
cord, — — LO 1 437 

But by my account it 1 1 oh bigof 

101l. more on five 0203 tr nn 
friends = Tor 

And for not bearing arms 1 50 148. 64. 


Total 4+ 870 146: d. 
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I cannot 55 obſerve, ow Satan about this + 


time prevailed to fill the hearts of his inſtru- 
ments with enmity, againſt all that could not 
fall down to- worſhip his image, or receive his 
mark; and to ſtir up in them a general ſpirit 
of perſecution, which reigned — raged al- 


moſt every where, not only in aur ne, 


0 | Pl \ 
n 


0 FO + 4 


and Briſtol, but London alſo, 8 mak parts 


of England; and not only here in this nation, 
but about this time, or not long after, the 


perſecution began (or was revived) in France 


alſo, on the Proteſtants there, by the French 
_ king's revoking the edict of Nantz; which 
ſhews, that perſecution is the fame 1 in-all 
countries, and acted by the ſame ſpirit, whe- 
ther among Papiſts or Proteſtants, ſo called, 

though therein unworthy of that name; for, | 
let them pretend what they will, a perſecuting 
church can never be a true chavrek of Chriſt, 
nor a perſecutor a true chriſtian: for it is a 
folly for any to pretend to be Chriſtians and 
e foraſmuch as the great Author of 


* ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them: 
Matt. vii. 12. And there is no man would, 

that another ſhould perſecute him for his re- 
ligion or conſcience, and therefore he ought 
not to perſecute another for his: and to be 
ſure, he' that does, is the fartheſt from the 
divine Being, Who cauſeth his ſun to ſhine, , 
and his rain to deſcend both on the evil 
„ and on the good; ” Mat. v. 45. ſo that 
even the very ſun in the firmament may teach 
that man wiſdom: beſides, the Lord hath 
commanded, to let the tares (if they were 
_ fo) and © the wheat to grow together till 
0 "the time of the harveſt,” Matt, xiii. 30. 


and 


— — 


the Chriſtian religion hath laid down this pre- 
cept for the rule of our actions one towards 
another: Whatſoever ye would that men 


{ 261 ) 
and then they are to be ſeparated (not be. 
fore) and they that are for © calling for fire 
„ from heaven to conſume them, that do not 
“ receive them,” Luke ix. 54. or join with 
them, know not what ſpirits they are of; for 
the Son of Man came not to deftroy men's 
6“ lives, but to ſave them,” 55, 56. though 
they may © think they do God ſervice, in 
&* killing his ſervants,” John xvi. 2. but as then, 
© He that was born after the fleſh, perſecuted ' 
* him that was born after the ſpirit, even ſo 
it is now,” Gal. iv. 29. and it was the 
whore (the falſe church) that drank the blood 
of the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus, Rev. xvii. 
6. whereas, every man is to be fully per- 
“ ſuaded in his own mind; and whatſoever 
“is not of faith, is fin,” Rom. xiv. 5, 23. 
and * Faith is the gift of God,” Eph. ji. < 
not of man; and without faith it is im 
e ſible to pleaſe God,” Heb. xi. 6. ſo al 
force is excluded. And many ſuch invincible 
arguments might be produced from ſcripture, 
reaſon, and authorities, againſt perſecution, 
were it my preſent buſineſs, (which is moſtly 
matter of fact). Perſecution, oppreſſion, and 
eruelty, being the characteriſties of tyrants; 


as liberty, property, and tenderneſs, are of juſt . 
governments. | 


Now to return to Ivelcheſter: 1 found ſeve- - 


ral friends committed to priſon-in my abſence, | 
as alſo after my return, as tollows;: viz, Wm, 
Bond, 


Bond, N 3 Chr, at and 


Suſannah, "wife of William Alloway, all of 
Minehead, for abſence from church (fo called) 


who were had before Wm. Lacey, juſtice, who 


tendered them. the oath of allegiance; and for 
their refuſing to take it, ſent them to priſon, by 
warrant, reel the 27th of September; and 
being had to Bath ſeſſions, in the 8th month 
following, they were continued till the next 
ſons; at Brewton, for refuſing to ſwear. 


Edward Blinman, ſen. of Shepton Mallet, 


was brought to priſon the 29th 'of the ſame, 
for not paying three ſhillings for three Sun- 
days abſence from church (ſo called) by war- 
rant from Francis Paulet, the periccuſing gs 
tice of Wells. 


nb, a pretty in- 


nocent young man, was committed to priſon 


for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance and 


_ by John Sandford and Ferrers 
Griſly, the 26th ditto; but came not till the 
30th inftant; He was had to Bath ſeſſions in 
the 8th month, and was tendered the oath 
again, and, for refuſing to take it, ane 
Priſoner till the next ſeſſions. 

. . John Greedy, of the ſame, was ſent to pi 
ſon the 27th of October, on an attachment at 
the ſuit of John Wyne, counſellor at law; 
being a malicious proſecution, becauſe the ſaid 


]. Greedy' s wife could n 1. his Fo, 


e died. . ; 
0 n 
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John Tucker, of Mucheny, was committed 
to priſon, the 3oth of the ſame, by the lord 
Stawel, and fir Edward Phillips, for its 
to take the oath of allegiance. '. ,..- 
Henry Maber, and Margaret Board and 
Editha Samways, two ſpinſters, of Somerton, 
were ſent to priſon for meeting, with many 
others, to wait upon God, and worſhip him in 
ſpirit and truth, at Long- Sutton, the 14th of 
October, by the lord Stawel and fir Edward 
Phillips, the 26th, and 1 to . the 
30th of the ſame. 1 

John Peddle, of the ſame, Was bought to 
priſon the ſame day, for 38. for three Sundays 
(ſo called) abſence from church, and continued 
priſoner till after Brewton ſeſſions, in the rith 
month, and was then OO 125 A neigh- 
bour's paying the 38. for him. | 

The 12th of the gth month, 168 3, there 


were thirteen more committed to priſon, for _ 


meeting at Gregory-Stoke, in the fame place 

and manner as they had for many years uſed 
to do, to wait upon and worſhip God in ſpirit 
and truth, as in duty bound; where came 
Philip Broom, called lieutenant; and Laurence 
Broom, cornet to capt. Walrond's troop; Fran- 
cis Broom, and others; ( Jaſper Batt being de- 
claring) and took friends names, men and 
women, but let the women go, and delivered 
ſixteen men to the conſtables, Who had them 
next day to the ſaid Walrond's; and for re- 
png to find ſureties for their: appearance at 


the . 


Aal 


che next quarter ſeſſions, or to give the wor 
x08. a- piece (for that was what they wanted). 
He committed thirteen of them to priſon, three 
being freed, and two wha, at the requeſt of 
another, had their liberty till ſeſſions; ſo that 


but eleven tare woarilon, whole names were; 


Jaſper Batt, of North-Over, by [velcheſtr, 
William Fowles, of N. Curry, 
- William Combs, of Gregory-Stoke, 5 
Philip Allen, of Taunton, 
ohn Triſtram, of Weſt-Monkton, 
John England, of the ſame, 
Thomas Taylor, af Fifchead, 
John Cattle, of the ſame, © 
Thomas Wolfry, of Taunton, 
Walter Bult, of Broadway, | 
Marmaduke Coat, of Hambridge, 


And che ſaid Walrond, as if nothing but 
* ruin of the ſaid Walter Bult would ſatisfy 
' him, alſo granted a warrant to diſtrain on 
him for 161, 10s. fines, for others, as pre- 
tended, according to the injuſtice of thoſe' 
times, though he was a priſoner; for which 
they broke his doors, and ſeized and carried 
away his goods, to the value of 171. 13s: 
committing great waſte and ſpoil, eſpecially of 
his cyder; making themſelves drunk; fitting 
at it, drinking * and day, worſe than 


ſwine. 


The 26th of the ſame, there were ſeven⸗ 
deen 


C 


teen friends more ſent to priſon in a drove from 
Ilminſter meeting (the 25th) being met in their 
uſual manner, as they had done there for many 
years, to wait upon the Lord, and worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in truth, according to his 


own appointment and their bounden duty (and 
where there was nothing ſaid or done againſt 
the law of God or the king) they were ta- 
ken by captain Walrond's men, the Brooms, 
and their aſſiſtants; and committed to the of- 
ficers, who brought them the next day before 
the ſaid Walrond; and becauſe they would 
not be bound to appear at the ſeſſions, by 
which Broom his clerk would have got 38. 4d. 
a- piece; nor give them money (which was 
what they wanted) where none was due, he- 
ing not guilty of any tranſgreſſion; he ſent 
them to priſon, where they were put in 
the common-gaol, with others, by Giles Bale 


the keeper, till the next ſeſſions; whoſe names 
tollow, VIZ, 


Robert W | Daniel How, 
John Lumbard, Giles Knight, 
John Lacy, William Watts, 
Walter Giles, Sarah Oſborn, © 
William Stacy, Anne Collier, 
John Rich, ] Suſanna Garland, 


Editha Coat, daughter of Marm. Coat: 


moſt of Thorncomb and Uininſter 6, 
ſide. 8 1 1 


Nima 5 


Marmaduke gen "4 of Hambrids ge, art 
honeſt, faithful, and upright, but lufferin g. 
man, being moſtly a priſoner for tithes, Kc. 
and his goods often ſpoiled by Henry Wal- 
rond, for meeting. And being now a pri- 
ſoner, (but having a little liberty to be at 
home) was committed again (to make ſure of 
bim) by the ſaid Henry Walrond, on ſeſſions 
proceſs, for not coming to church, ſo alte 
though he was a priſoner before. 
This being the laſt time I ſhall have occa- 
fion on this account to mention this Henry 
Walrond, the greateſt perſecutor in the county 
of Somerſet; though there were ſeveral others 
very great; yet none ſold themſelves to work 
wickedneſs (as it was ſaid of Ahab) like him, 
in ſending ſo many to priſon, and making 
ſuch ſpoil of goods, for meetings, &c. (except 
Francis Paulet, and John Bailey, of Wells, 
and that wicked Helliar of Briſtol) as he did, 


at leaſt for the time, though ſome were of BY 


longer ſtanding. I cannot but add a few 
words concerning him and his end. He 
dwelt at Elbruers, about ten miles weſtward, 
of Ivelcheſter; a comely proper man: had a 
fair eſtate, a fine houſe and park; but after he 
took up this work of perſecution, (being made 
a Juſtice in 1670, as a fit tool to put the con- 
venticle act in execution) nothing proſpered 
with him; of which he had ſome check in 
the very beginning, as he confeſſed to Mar- 
maduke Coat aboveſaid, and promiſed he 

would 
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11 
would never do ſo again; but afterwards fell 


to it with more violence than before; and was 


very malicious and troubleſome to the ſaid 

Marmaduke and his family in particular, by im- 
priſonment and ſpoil of goods, he being a man 
of ſubſtance, and living near him, and kept the 
gang of Brooms aforeſaid about him, who 


helped to devour his eſtate as they had done 


others; ſeveral of whom came to ſad ends: and 


to recover his ſinking ſtate, he and ſir Edward 
Phillips took away a twin child, or children, 
that grew together, from a poor woman, to 


make a ſhow of them for money; and kept 


them till they died, to their great ſhame and 


diſhonour, in the country, for which they 


were proſecuted in the Crown office: but 


might, I ſuppoſe, overcame right. And about 


the ſame time, or not long after, the ſaid Wal- 


rond was ſent for by a ſerjeant at arms, or 
meſſenger from the Houſe of Commons, to 
anſwer to ſeveral matters charged againſt him; 
being an anti-petitioner againſt ſome of the 
ſitting members, viz. George Speke, John 
Speke, and John 'Trencher, Eſq; (ſince, Sir 
John Trencher) but was rather willing to 
keep his bed, . feigning himſelf ſick, than ap» 


pear. But when he was at London, Whether 


this time or another I am not certain, it was 
_ credibly reported, that a great man at court, 
whoſe name I forbear to mention, took him 


by the hand, and led him in before the king, 
and told him, there was one of his beſt ſub- 
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_ jets in all the weſt of England, in commens 
dation of his perſecutions; which, no doubt, 
encouraged him in it the more to his own 
undoing, as well as others, for he ran out his 
© eftate; all his ill-gotten goods not proſper- 
ing with him, for he made much ſpoil : 
; havock on many friends and meetings, though 
it was not ſo much my preſent purpoſe to give 
account of fines and diſtreſſes on account of 
meetings (which would make another book) 
as of impriſonments, which was more imme- 
diately under my obſervation, during my 
impriſonment; (though I may give a hint of 
the ſpoils too, before I have done). I ſay it 
did not at all make him rich, but rather the 
poorer; for he became ſo poor, that it was 
reported he could not be truſted for a ſix- 
penny loaf, and that he did ſpin for his living 
before he died. Such a thrifty trade (ſays 
one) is perſecution, that it leaves men never 
a friend in heaven or on earth. And his 
Hhaouſe dropped through; and the weather 
rotted a good cheſt of linen of great value; 
and he at laſt died miſerably poor, as well 
as miſerable otherwiſe; of whom I may ſay, 
as fir Walter Raleigh did in the like caſe, 
Theſe are the men that fought the miſery of 
others, and miſery found them out; and as 
he had even ſurpaſſed the deeds of the wicked, 
ſo there was not the like example of him in 
all reſpects, though there were ſeveral _— 


* — — — 
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hed enough, in all the county of Somerſet, 
His wickedneſs was ſo. great, and all under 
colour of an unrighteous, law, pretended 
againſt ſeditious conventicins. but really againſt 
meeting to worſhip God; as Sir William 
Windham T e ſome gon they were 
there to worſhip God, that was enough; but 
it had been well for the makers, and executors 
too, of that law, as Chriſt ſaid of them by 
whom offences come, that they had not been 
born, than to be the occaſion of the ruin of 
o many families for their religious perſuaſi- 
ons; it being like the © iniquity of Eli's houſe, 
” chat ſhould not be purged with ſacriſice 
and offering for ever, 1 Sam. iii. 14. And 


indeed, conſidering the many examples Ww 


and unproſperouſaeſs of, perſecutors, and that 


they never obtain their ends to extinguim 


diſſenters, but rather make them to grow the 

more, {the blood of the martyrs being ſtill, as 
ever, the ſeed, of the church) I have often ad- 
mired, that any man ſhould ever be a perſe- 
cutor, but that they are always blind, there 
hardly ever having been any who. have en- 
gaged in that work, that have gone out of the 
world, without ſome particular mark or other 
upon them. There is a divine Nemeſis, ſays 
my former author; a divine vengeance, the 

Heathens could ſay, that purſues bloody and. 
_ cruel men—they {hall not live out half their 
days. I never read, ſays he, of a perſecutor, 


though 
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cough never ſo great, but came to an ill end; 
at the beſt, ſay I, it makes work for deep re- 
pentance, if i pleaſe God they can find a 
place for it, which, it is to be feared, few 
_ them ever do: and, therefore, O that they 
t take warning betimes! 
ut to return to the priſons: The gaols 
being now full, both common gaol and Bride- 
well chamber, we had our meetings three 
times a week, in the common gaol, as we had 
before in Bridewell; friends in the Bridewell 
. chamber having the liberty to come into the 
' common gaol; but friends in the common 
gaol could not go into the Bridewell chamber, 
being kept ſtrict while the friends of Chew 
and the laſt from Ilminſter, were there: al 
many friends and relations of the priſoners 
coming in out of the country to viſit them, 
we had large meetings there, (being a large 
but naſty place) which was alſo of good 
ſervice among the poor common priſoners, 
And now the quarter ſeſſions at Brewton 
{where many friends were to appear) draw- 
ing nigh, friends drew up the following Pa- 
per, as a repreſentation of their caſe; and 
delivered ſeveral copies of it to the juſtices, 
che ſu day of the ſeſſions, viz 


6 
To the Juſtices of the Peace for the County 
of Somerſet, at the general Quarter-Seſſions 
at Brewton, the 15th of the 11th month 
called January, 1683, the Repreſentation 
of divers of F the People of God, =O 
Quakers, in humility theweth, 


AHAT we are more than à Hundred of 

us-ſufferers; above fourſcore being con- 
cerned to appear at this ſeſſions, as criminals 
charged for the breach of our duty to God 
and . king, In relation to God, our peace- 
able meetings, to worſhip him in ſpirit and 
truth, are accuſed to be riotous aſſemblies, 
and ſeditious conventicles; and our not con- 
forming to thoſe worthips that we have no 
faith in, (and therefore were ſinful for us to 
frequent) wilful and obſtinate tranſgreſſions 
and if we ſhould, for fear of ſufferings, tori 
form, we muſt incur the cenſure of groſs 
hypocrites, from God and man. And in re- 
lation to the king, becauſe we cannot ſweat 
allegiance; all which is, only for conſcience 
ſake, in obedience to the command of Chriſt 
Jeſus; for we own king Charles II. to be king 
and chief magiſtrate of this, and all other his 
kingdoms and dominions; that he was ſo ei- 
nently preſerved and delivered in many perils 
and troubles, and, by the mighty Hand of 
God, reſtored to his government, as former 
ages can hardly parallel; and alſo from the 
P 2 ſeveral 


ſeveral plots and contrivances againſt him 


ſince. That we have, and do reſolve, in the 


Lord's fear, to perform faithful allegiance to - 
him, as becomes true Proteſtant ſubjects: that 


we utterly deny the Pope, with all his falſe 
doctrines and retinue, root and branch. 


And though the king was pleaſed to de- 5 


clare a liberty to tender conſciences, to ſuch 
as diſturbed not the peace of the kingdom; 


and promiſed the ſame on the word of a king; 
yet are we daily thus expoſed to ſuffer: Seve- 


ral of our wives and children, being left as 
widows and fatherleſs, whoſe ſubſiſtence de- 
pended much on their huſbands and fathers 
labour, of which, in great meaſure, they are 


deprived; and many of us alſo, our goods ex- 


tremely waſted and ſpoiled by ſome perſons, 


as we have juſt cauſe to think, who more re- 


their own avarice, indigency, or envy, 
than God, the king, the law, or the poor: by 
all which, the everlaſting God, the king, and 
magiſtracy in general, are greatly diſhonoured ; 
and many honeſt and induſtrious families in 
danger to be ruined; and all this, becauſe we 
dare not ſin againſt God. So that we cannot 
enjoy our liberty and eſtates, unleſs we make 
ſhipwreck of a good conſcience, and loſe our 
peace with God, and the evidence of ever- 
2 3 life hereafter, which is of more value 


the world. 
things in brief we lara laid before 
vou: and the Lord incline your hearts to love 
ad 


— 
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and ſhew mercy; to relieve the oppreſſed; 
and, according to your power, ſet the captives 

at liberty: And in this God, who delights in 

mercy, will be honoured; need ye from him 
receive a bleſſing; for the merciful ſhall ob- 
tain mercy; which is the earneſt defire and 

Prayer of the people aboveſaid, who are, 

The Lord's afflicted people; 33 
The king's faithful ſubjects, 
And real — — to your preſent 
| and future Ne 1 


This paper Was read in open court, and 
many of the Lord's people Who were priſon- | 
ers, and ſome on obligations, appeared; and 
the court being pretty moderate, the Lord in- 
clining the hearts of the juſtices to ſet friends 
at liberty, the lord Fitz-Harding (to whom . 


ſir Edward Phillips was deputy judge of the 


ſeſſions) being of the moderate part; and the 
cry of the poor in ſeveral - places, whom 
friends had employed, being gone forth that 
they were like to periſh for want, ſo many 
good tradeſmen of the people called Quakers 
being ſhut up in priſon, and they thereby ex- 
poſed to hardſhips; though biſhop Mew ſat 
on the bench, and endeavoured to influence 
the juſtices againſt friends what he could, 
ſhewing himſelf very envious againſt them; 
and John Brangwell, one of captain Walrond's 
troop, and one ready to do all kinds of vio- 

CCC 


( _ 


hes and: miſchief /; againſt the people called 
_ - Quakers, as he hath 1 manifeſted by his 

words and actions, having made much ſpoil 
on friends, canie on purpoſe to indict and 
ſwear againſt many of the priſoners; but was 
prevented by the moderation of ſome of the juſ- 
tices, ſo that he could not accompliſh what he 
dieſigned. Firſt, the friends from Chew, though 
Henry Bull, the high-ſheriff, had returned a 

jury of the gie ved; they were put by, 
and another jury called, who yet brought 
them in, not guilty : But biſhop Mew got 
- them put back again, (what juſtice was here!) 
and Helliar, the - proſecutor and perſecutor, 
and his man, witneſſed againſt them, So the 
jury brought them in guilty of an unlawful 
aſſembly, but not of a riot; yet they were re- 
turned on the calendar, fined 5s, a-piece, and 
diſcharged of their impriſonment, viz, twenty 
five of them; John Hipſley being returned 
for refuſing to take the oath, and Joſeph Wade 
died before. 
The reft of friends were haſtily called- 
over, hardly taking notice whether they an- 
ſwered or no, viz. the ten from Glatenbury 
meeting aforeſaid, and diſcharged, 

The ſeven from Gregory-Stoke, the 14th 
of the 6th month; and twelve of them from 
the ſaid meeting, the 12th of the gth month, 


diſcharged: Jaſper Batt being returned on the 


And 


— 
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And the ſeventeen from Ilminſter meet- 
ing, the 25th of November, Were all 4 7 8 
charged. 5 


John Clothier, of Eaſt-Lidford, priſpmer 5 ; 


the oath, being unable, by reaſon of ſickneſs, 
to appear, and there being no further proceed- 
ings againſt him, was Bſcharged. 


Richard Warr, of Wivelſcomb, committed E190 ; 


on the oath, was alſo diſcharged. __ 
And thoſe who were engaged to appear at 
the ſeſſions, but not priſoners, viz. Francis 


. - Brayn and Francis Hand, of Wivelſcomb, 


committed, though not ſent to priſon, but had 
liberty till ſeſſions, were freed without being 
calldz. 

Mary, wife of Jonathan Allen, of Creech, 
taken upon ſeſſions proceſs, for abſence' from 
church, ſo called, and brought before Richard 
Croſs, juſtice, wad took 11 word for her ap- 
pearance at Brewton ſeſſions; where ſhe at- 
tended till the end of it, and was never called. 
Her huſband alſo, being a priſoner before, 
and ſhe having a child with her, dene 
miles from home, was diſcharged. 

John White and John Hyot, of Chepton- 
Mallet, taken on ſeſſions proceſs, appeared on 

recognizance, and were diſcharged. 

Robert Banton, Robert Gee, John Bull, 
and Joſeph Gaylard, of Long - Sutton, were 
taken up by warrant from the lord Stawel, 
ſome time before the ſeſſions, for meeting to 
Ek. wait 


\ 


N. 
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wait upon God, which” he called à riotous 
meeting; but Andrew Ouſly / engaging for 
their appearance, they had their liberty till 
ſeſſions, Where _ all pores and” were 
diſcharged. 
So that Were were auchurged in all this bel. | 
ſions at Brewton, eighty-three; of which I ſoon 
after gave an account, in a letter to a friend 
in London; which, becauſe I would be juſt 


to all, in giving them their due commen- 


dation as well as cenſure, when they deſerve 
it, I ſhall Were inſert an abſtract of it. 


I. 38; SEE 1 
„ 


bau the 22d WF the 11 1 month, I 69 
| 4/5 - 6 98 5 : 
OST Hinds" chat were 95 the mch 
: are cleared; ſome hardly called, and 
ior Nightly paſſed over, without much ſaid 
to them; only about ſeven or. eight returned 
of about ninety, two for refuſing to ſwear, 
three on 20l. 'a month, and two fined 51. a- 
piece, to be impriſoned till payment; and this 
is the Lord's doings, in whoſe hand the hearts 
of all men are, and who can turn them in Aa 
moment, which we may truly ſay, is marvel- 
lous in our eyes. So that the gaols, which 
before were too little to hold the Quakers, 


they were crowded in ſo faſt, are now in a 


manner left deſolate; which has gratified the 
| country ſo much, in * freeing friends, that 
| | it 


„ 
it is thought if ſir Edward bünntpe, who was 42 
judge of the ſeſſions, did put in to be parlia- 
ment-man, the ery of the country would be 


for him almost on that account, eſpecially 
Taunton; for there was a ſad cry in the 


country before, about ſending ſo many friends 


to priſon, Who kept ſo many at work, that 
the poor were like to be ſtarved for lack of it. 
We are now about ſixty belonging to che pri- 
ſon Js old 115 young. 


JohN wWürrb 


But theſe G were returned to priſon, as 
above hinted, viz. Jaſper Batt, Chriſtopher 
Devonſhire, Henry Mattock, Marmaduke 
Coat, ſen. John Hipfley, William Bond, Su- 
ſannah Alloway, and John Tucker. But the 
ſaid John Tucker, of Mucheny, though he 
was not kept cloſe, yet, through the deceit- 
fulneſs of his own heart, on the 6th of the 
12th month following went to the lord Sta- 
well, and took the oath, and promiſed to 
conform; which was locked upon ſo ſtrange 
and unexpected, that the keeper, G. Bale, 
(though - ſo bad himſelf) withed he might 
not break his neck before he came home; 
meaning as a judgment on him for what he 
had done; which ſhews how little accounted 
ſuch are, as prove falſe to their profeſſion, 
even among churchmen themſelves, © 

Chriſtopher Moor, of Yeovel, being bound 
over to the ſeſlions by Wm. Helliar, Jullicey 


. on 
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on the oath of one Dyer, an informer, ben 


at a meeting at Berwick-Mill (when he was 
not there); appeared at the ſeſſions above- 


faid, and was there indicted, with ſeveral 
others, by one Dr. Dodſworch, a doctor of 
hyſic, a looſe debauched man. The ſaid 
er ſwore to the indictment, and, for re- 
fuſing to give bail to traverſe, the the ſaid Chri- 
| her was committed to priſon. - 

And in, the 12th month following, Giles 
Bale being to go out from being keeper, 
and Davis and Newberry to come in again 
in his place: He, being rather willing to do 
friends a kindneſs, or in expectation of kind- 
neſs from them, than to leave them to the 


new keepers, gave thirty-two more of them 


their liberty, who were formerly committed 
from Ilminſter and Gregory-Stoke meetings, 
in the 4th month, 1682, and indicted and 
fined 6s. 8d. a-piece at Bridgewater ſeſſions, 
in the 5th month following, and committed 
till payment: John Wall dying a priſoner, 
as aforeſaid, the reſt were now diſcharged. 
So that there were releaſed at the laſt ſeſ- 
lions, and now towards the latter end of this 
year, in all, a hundred and fifteen; beſides 
what died priſoners this year, viz. Joan Comb, 
Joſeph Wade, and Jeremy Powel (the laſt for 
tithes) priſoners. at Ivelcheſter, for the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience. 

And there now remained priſoners about 


thirty ; which number was ſoon after en- 


I. John 


ed again, viz. 


— 


* 
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1. John Peddle, of Somerton, (who had 
been a priſoner in October laſt, till after 
Brewton ſeſſions) was again brought to pris 
ſon, on an attachment out of the Exchequer 
for tithes, at the ſuit of prieſt Weſterdale, of 
the ſame; but was diſcharged on putting in 
an appearance. op or 
2. Edmund Chappel, of Worle, impriſoned 
before by Samuel Willan, prieſt of Weſton. 
and Kewſtoke; but, after ſeveral years impri- 
ſonment, diſcharged on a miſnomer of Ed- 
ward for Edmund; yet the ſaid prieſt, be- 
ing never weary of perſecution, impriſoned 
him again on the old account, for tithes, the 
th of the 12th month, 1683. Telling the ſaid 
dmund once in difcourſe about tithes, when 
he could not anſwer the ſaid Edmund, that 
he would anſwer him with a gaol. Which 
now he dic. a | 
3 and 4. Marmaduke Coat and Francis 
Scott, of Hambridge, brought to priſon again, 
the 26th of the 12th month, on an attach» 
ment out of the Exchequer, for tithes, at the 
ſuit of Robert Banbury, impropriator. But 
Francis Scott was ſoon after diſcharged, by 
giving appearance. This being the third time 
of Marmaduke Coat's impriſonment, while I 


was a priſoner. . 


5 and 6. Vincent Boldy_and Anne his _ 


| wite, of Lamport, were brought to priſon 


” 
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me 13th. of the 1ſt month, 1684, for not 
fwearing, on the proſecution or promotion of 
her brother Bennet, and one Ball, who got 
the oath tendered to them, as a ſnare to diſ- 
able them from defending themſelves in a ſuit 
at common law againſt the ſaid Bennet. Anne 
as diſcharged at Ivelcheſter ſeſſions, in the 


2d month following, and Vincent at Bridge- | 


water ſeſſions, in the 5th month after. 

7. John Clothier, of E. Lidford, brought. 
to priſon again the 18th of the iſt month, 
1683, on ſeſſions or peace proceſs, being in- 
dicted with feveral others for ten months ab- 
fence from church, ſo called, by prieſt Horſey 
(an old envious perſecutor, often e 

in the record) who yet had a ſon a friend, 
John Horſey, who died a priſoner in New! 
gate, London, under ſentence of baniſhment, 

in the time of the contagion there in the year 
1665: and the ſaid J. Clothier, being brought 
forth at Ivelcheſter ſeſſions, in the 2d month, 
was, without any thing ſaid to him, returned 
to priſon till Bath ſeſſions, in the 8th month 
following, and then diſcharged. 

But now as to myſelf: The latter end is. 
G. Bale's time, IJ had the liberty to take a 
room for my better accommodation, at a 
friend's (the widow Scott's) houſe in the 
town, which had a fine garden, and good 
conveniences; ; ſo that meetings, eſpecially the 
mens monthly, were ſometimes held at my 
chamber, for friends conveniency; which was 
the 


F 


— — —— 


— 


| 
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the beſt priſon, except the Friary, that ever \ 


had; till I was deprived of i it, of n bees I 


Mm, 


friend Sarah Hurd, and two other friend of 
Long-Sutton, viz. John Bull and John Bal- 
lam, were brought to priſon, being arreſted 
on a writ of qui tam, at the ſuit of William 
Sutton, a perſon unknown, but ſuppoſed to 

be one John Stocker, of the ſame, an envi- 

ous attorney, for 20l. a month, for not ue 
ing to church, ſo called. Alf" * 5 

Now the ib at Ivelchefini: bes | 
ginning the 8th of the 2d month, friends 


delivered copies of the IAG paper, dis 
rected * | FIAT co 


'To the Juſtices of the Peace for the County | 
of Somerſet, at the Quarter-veſlians at 12 | 
cheſter, 1684. cr you 


Divers of the People of God called Quakers 8 
in e ſpew, 7 * . 
THAT! in ſincerity we own your mode 
ration the laſt quarter-ſeſſions, in re- 
lieving many of the people aforeſaid, and 
do truly deſire the Lord to reward you for 
the ſame: That many of us are yet expoſed 


And the 2d of the hat Page m 0 : 15 


to great ſulferinge, only concerning the law, _ 


1 
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of our God, becauſe we cannot ON OR to 

thoſe worſhips we have no faith in, and for 

not ſwearing allegiance to king Charles II. 

which we muſt ſtill aſſert, is in obedience to 
. Chriſt Jeſus, whom we for ever own as the 
head and lawgiver of his church, and there- 
fore ought to worſhip in ſpirit and in truth, 
as he hath ordained, and he is King of kings, 
by whom kings reign, and all power in hea- 
ven and earth is given to him, who is able 
to ſave and to deſtroy, and call body and ſoul 
into hell: Therefore we fear to diſobey him. 
Yer ſtill we own, as always we have, king 
Charles II. to be king of this, and other his 
kingdoms; that he was even miraculouſly 
ved, reſtored, and delivered; and that 
we are obliged, and do ref olve, in the power 
of God, to perform faithful allegiance to him 
accordingly: "ad yet if we ſhould ſwear, to 
avoid ſufferings, we believe, that ye yourſelves 
would judge us but hypocrites therein, and ſo 
| have the more cauſe to ſuſpect us. 

We therefore entreat you, let it not be a 
light thing unto you, to require that of us, 
and puniſh us ſor not obeying; wherein, ſo 
doing, we muſt make ſhipwreck of faith. and 
a good conſcience, Ky ſo loſe our peace 
with God. And what good then will our 
lives do us? Or what benefit to the king, or 
any of thoſe in authority under him, to ſee - 
gur ruin? We ever delire to live in a ſenſe 

that 


— — e 
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chat you and we muſt die and come to 
judgment, before that God who is no re- 
ſpecter of perſons, to whom we commit our 
cauſe, ourſelves, and all we have; ever re- 
ſolving, by his grace, to continue faithful to 
him, the king, and all men; deſiring to lead . | 
the remainder of our lives in all godlineſs and | 
honeſty, really wiſhing your welfare and pro- 


ſperity every Way. 


„ 
* - 
* 4 
_ * 


— 


Chriſtopher Moor, of Yeovl, committed 
from the laſt ſeſſions at Brewton, for not tra- 
verſing, was brought forth this ſeſſions at 
Ivelcheſter, and tried by a jury, and ac- 
quitted; and Dyer, the informer, that ſwore 
againſt him, for being at a meeting that he 
was not at, as aforeſaid, was indicted for per- 
jury; but by the falſe laying of the indick- 
ment, by Philip Bennett, clerk of the peace, 
who hath manifeſted his malice and envy. 
againſt truth and friends, the grand jury, 
whereof George Prowſe, of Yeovil, was fore- 
man, brought it in ignoramus. 1 

Marmaduke Coat of Hambridge, committed 
on ſeffions proceſs, a little before Brewton 
ſeſſions laſt, and returned for refuſing to tra- 
verſe till this; and impriſoned again for tithes 
- as aforeſaid, was brought forth to this ſeſſions, 
| and indicted for three Sundays abſence from 


church. 
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er the Lane, 


though he was a priſoner for tithes at the 
ſame time; which when Marmaduke . plead- 


ed, fir Edward Phillips, judge of the ſeſſions, . 


pleaded againſt him to the jury, becauſe he 
was not kept cloſe; as if he was only a pri- 
ſoner at large, whereas the judge ought to 
have been counſel for the priſoner. 


Jaſper Batt, John Hipſley, and Chriſto- 
pher 3 being brought forth at this 


ſeſſions, and the oath of allegiance read to 
them, and they required to take it, which 


they refuſing, David Trim, the county clerk, 
was ſworn, and teſtified that he tendered 
the oath to them at Brewton ſeſſions, though 
it was not read to them there, and then read 
an indictment againſt them to this effect: 
That the ſaid oath had been formerly ten- 
dered to them, and now again; and that they 
had wilfully and maliciouſly refuſed to take 
it, in contempt of the king and government; 
to the bad example of others, and ALY to 
the ſtatute, &c. 

And, firſt, the court aſked J. Batt, Whe- 
ther he was puilty, or not guilty ? 


To which Jaſper anſwered, that he did. te- 


fuſe to ſwear, only in obedience to the com- 


mand of Chriſt Jeſus; that he owned king 


Charles to be king, and did reſolve to per- 
form allegiance to him accordingly; and was 
. "mah guilty, in manner and form as indicted; 


for 
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for he did not refuſe to take the bath ma- 
liciouſly, or contemptuokſly, but conſcien- 
tiouſly. 

The court aid, the law required him to 
ſwear: and fir Edward Phillips, who fat as 
Judge, adviſed him to conſider the danger of 
refuſing ; he would incur a præmunirt, be 
committed to priſon during life, forfeit his 
eſtate to the king, and be out of his * 
tection; or to that effect. 
Taſper anſwered, that he had eoitiites the + 
- coſt, that he had a ſoul that was of more 
value than all that, and was reſolved not to 
make ſhipwreck of that, nor to loſe his 
peace with God; the will of the Lord be 
done. 
Then the court aſked John Hipſley; and 

Chriſtopher Devonſhire, whether rn were 
guilty or not guilty: _ 
They anſwered, that they were tried at 
Brewton ſeſſions, and were there ſentenced to 


be committed to the houſe of correction for 


three months, or to pay 5l. and, according to 
that ſentence, that time being the next day, or 
very nearly expired, they might expect their 
liberty. 

The court ſaid, they did not proceed on 
that law now, and would know whether they 
were guilty or not guilty. | 
They anſwered, theſe — ſeemed . 
hard, but they did own allegiance to the f 

an 


- 
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and reſolved to perform it, but did refuſe to 


ſwear, not maſiciouſſy, but conſcientiouſly, 
and to the ſame effect as J. Batt anſwered. 


And C. Devonſhire further ſaid, that he 


was aſſured he had been a greater benefac- 
tor, and brought much more advantage to 
the king, than many of them that accuſed 
him did. [He being a merchant]. 

80 the matter was left to the grand jury, 


and they ſoon returned the bill, with Billa 


vera, and the priſoners were had away, and 

no judgment given againſt them in court, nor 
tried by any petty jury; yet recorded on the 
calendar. 


Jaſper Batt, John Tlipſley, C briſtopher 
Devonſhire : præmunired. | 

And, indeed, J. Batt could expect no other, 
having been a public labourer, and travelled 
in the ſervice of truth about 26 years; and his 
name well known, and envied, eſpecially by 
the biſhops of Bath and Wells, who formerly 
told him, that he was the greateſt ſeducer in 
all the weſt, and the moſt ſeditious perſon in 
the county; and that he would make Somer- 
ſetſhire too hot for him: and ſeveral warrants 
were ſent out, where he uſed to come, to take 
him; and a mittimus ſent by captain Walrond 


to che keeper of Ivelcheſter ih. to keep him 


if he came there; however, he eſcaped it, and 


had his e till now he was ken at 
Stoke. | q 
And 


„(„ 
And for J. Hipſley, and C. Devonſhire, 
they were uſed. more ſeverely at the inſtigation 
of biſhop Mew, becauſe of the paper delivered 
to the juſtices at Brewton ſeſſions, which 
eroſſed the biſhop's deſign: and alſo at the ins 
ſtigation of that wicked Helliar, the-perſecutor 
of friends at Chew and Briſtol, the more ta 
juſtify his illegal and unrighteous. actions; but 
to the Lord they committed their cauſe, heing 
well ſatisfied to ſuffer with their brethren, fox 
righteouſneſs ſake. _ E 
And we were the better ſatisfied, in that 
we had manifeſted the truth and innocency of 
our hearts unto. them; and laid the greatneſs 
and cauſe of our ſufferings, in the aforeſaid 
papers, before them, and ſo cleared. ourlelves; 
and left the weight thereof upon their own 
heads; having neglected nothing to have pres 
vented the evil they therein brought upon 
themſelves, and enjoyed the greater content 
and ſatisfaction in our ſuffering bonds, being 
only for. the teſtimony of truth, and a, . 
conſcience. | + pls 
Not long after the ſeſſions, Edward Davis, 
the new keeper, took eccaſion againſt the 
friends of Long-Sutton, on J. Ballam's, un- 
adviſedly ſpeaking to him about their liberty, 
to put them down into the lower gaol, and 
my friend, S. Hurd, with the teſt; though 
ſhe was dangerouſly ill at that time, being 
Rowed up among others in a cloſe houſe, an 
| 2 W 


wanted rather a better place, than a worſe, 
which was a ſpecimen of what we might ex- 
pect from him; and that, though he had 
been out of the place three years, he was no 
changeling, or better than before: which 
| hearing of, I went down to fee them, and 
meeting Davis coming up on the bridge, I 
aſked him, why he was ſo ſevere to put our 
friends down in the common gaol; he ſaid, 
he was not ſevere; I told him, I thought he 
Was, ſo paſt on; but he went into the town, 
and reported that I met him on the bridge, 
and took him up ſo, in ſpeaking to him, that 
he was afraid I would have thrown him over 


the bridge; affirming it ſo poſitively, and made 
ſo much ado about it, that he made himſelf 


\ * ridiculous, and the ſport of the town; whereas 


1 only ſpoke ſoberly to him, as aforeſaid, not 
offering the leaſt violence to him; ſo that he 
had no cauſe to fear, but his own guilty con- 
Terence; and if he had, he might have been 
_ aſhamed to tell of it, he being a great heavy 
man in compariſon of me, and the bridge 2 
great ſtone bridge, with free- ſtone battlements, 
which yet he aggravated ſo much, ſaying g, 
- that if he had been of a fearful ſpirit (and yet 
by his own words was afraid) he ſhould have 
: e over the bridge for fear of me. Poor 
man! The wicked fear where no fear i is, 


e and flee when none purſue,” Prov. xxviii. 


I, * ö he YOU do to me when 
1 ot 1 came 
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I came-into his cuſtody, which I was. riot at : 
that time. And a little after, we being had 
down to the lower gaol, in order to be turned 


over from the old ſheriff, and keepers to the 


new, which was not then done: he threatened 


me again at the gaol door, as we came out, 


that if I was not married before I came into 
his hands, I ſhould not all his year, ſaying, 


He would lay me faſt enough; but I was not 


terrified at it, knowing my own innocency, 
and that I bad done him no harm: and ac- 
cordingly, after the turn-over, going one day, 


as at other times, to ſee friends in the ſhe- _ 
riff's ward, which was over againſt my cham- 


ber, he had left orders with the under-keeper, 
that when I came there, he ſhould keep me 
in; ſo he came to me into Chriſtopher Hol- 


der's room, and told me of it; and that if 1 


would not promiſe to ſtay in, he muſt put me 
under lock. I told him, if it muſt be ſo, I 
muſt ſubmit: ſo he put me to lodge at night 
in an old diſmal room, at the further end of 
the ward backward, called Black-Friars, which 


I went down into by a ladder, and was locked 
down at night, with a trap-door over my 
head, as Daniel was in the den, only there 
were no lions here; but the Lord was with 


me, and made all things eaſy to me, though 
my dear friend and oF were ſeparated, one 
at one end of the town, and the other at the 
other, and both under locks and bolts ; the 


Q 3 he ſaid * 


— K wo 9 
4d Davis ſwearing deſperately, as nis manner 


Wus, chat we ſhould never come out, or ſee 
done andther again, all his time; but I had been 
too much uſed to ſuch threats, to value them 
much; and yet in two weeks time, after his 
wrath was over, he let me out again, and 
her alfo, both in one day, the 17th of the 
month, after ſhe had been in Egypt, the 
zoom ſo called, five weeks; where Suſannah 
Alloway, wife of William Alloway, a mer- 
chant of Minehead, was her companion; 
though ſhe had her liberty to go forth, yet 
continued with her to bear her company, 
till ſhe had her liberty alſo; Which 1 men- 
tion as a memorial of her, and her Chriſtian 
ſpirit; the Lord reward her for it; who, 
though {ſhe might have gone forth when the 
Fon, and whither the would, yet would 
not leave her, till the Lord made way for 
per alſo: and not long after, ſhe was diſ- 
Charged by him that put her in priſon, the 
Ach of the th month, on her brother Gliſſon 
(who married her eldeſt ſiſter) giving him 
ſome money, as was thought, he not being a 
friend: and J. Bull was diſcharged in the 7th 
month, and ]. Ballam, the 12th of the 9h 
month following. 
So 1 returned to my chamber again in 
at peace and fatisfaction, in conſideration 


. 


pf the Lord's merey, and tender dealing with 
Wei Davis, the _—_ oy me, when he 
| met 
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met me, have a care how I did go 0 eat folks 
again. I told him, he need not fear as to me; I 


had no evil thought concerning him. And in py 


the 5th month my friend had her goods diſ- 
trained by one Hodder, by warrant 2 the 
lord Stawell, forbeing at a meeting in Long · Sut- 
ton, the ſame month; the ſaid Hodder breaking 
open her door with a ſmith's ſledge, and wal 
of ſhop goods to the value of 5 l. the keeping 
a ſhop of linen and other wares; but ſome of 
the goods were returned. 

And ſome time after Las taken out of that 
dungeon: like place, that part of the houſe 
where 1 lodged fell down; eh I cannot 
but take ler. of as a great providence, that 
it did not fall while I was there, which, if it 
had, muſt in all likelihood have killed me, or 
bagged: me in the rubbiſh; but, through the 
Lord's mercy, I was preſerved, and hope, in 
his mercy, ſhall to the end: which L mention 
in commemoration of his fatherly care over 
me, who maketh his to lie down in ſafety, 
though in the priſon-houſe; which, with all 
Ge his favours and mercies, I defire never 
to forget, but have in 8 as lang 
as I live. 

But now I muſt look back a litle; w give 
account of ſome more priſoners: And firſt, I 
muſt give account of the impriſonment of our 
ancient friend, John Banks, who was this year, 
1684,in the beginningofthe ad month, commits | 
ted to priſon in Carliſle, in Cumberland; at the 


A _ 
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great perſecutor; becauſe, for conſcience ſake, 
the ſaid J. Banks could not pay tithes, but 
bear his teſtimony againſtthat great oppreſſion, 
being ſubpœna d into the exchequer; and after 
arreſted on contempt, becauſe, in obedience 
to Chriſt's command, he could not put in his 
anſwer upon oath to the adverſary's bill: and 


uit of George Fletcher, of Hutton-Hall, Saas... - 
pPropriator, a juſtice of peace, ſo called, . a2 


the ſame day and hour he was taken to pri- 


ſon, there came twelve men with a warrant 
from the ſaid G. Fletcher, and diſtrained and 
took away 71. 108. worth of goods, for part 
of a fine 2 20l. for a friend of the miniſtry, 


Cragg, in the time of the act againſt conven- 
ticles, which was ſold, and ſo much more 
goods from other friends, for the ſaid fine, as 
came to 351. in all 421. 10s. (221. 10s, more 
than the rigour of the act). He continued 
priſoner ſix years and nine months, about as 
long as I was; and was for the moſt part kept 

- Cloſe, and very much abuſed by the gaoler, 
till he was freed, not by king Thawte, but by 
king William's act of grace, about the 1 th 
month, 1 590 And now to return to thels 
cheſter. 

John Allows and Francis Hand, of Wis 
velicomb, were brought to priſon to Ivel- 
cheſter, che 22d of the 2d month. Francis 
Hand was diſcharged at Taunton aſſizes the 
98 ſpring. 


Philip 


— — 


cho ſpoke in the meeting-houſe at Pardſay- 


— 


( 233 * 


Philip Allen and Francis: Shepherd, of : 
1 ſent to priſon by Stephen Times 
well, for meeting, and not ſwearing allegi- 
ance, the 3d of the zd month; and kept 
cloſe priſoners, three weeks, and then diſ- 
charged on engaging to appear at ſeſſions. 
Chriſtopher Lodge, of Chard, committed 
for not going to church, ſo called, by one 
Darby, town-clerk, promote; the: I zth of the 
3d month, 2 

Jonathan Allen, and Elizabeth, wife ks E. — 
Chappel, of Creech, committed on ſeſſions 
proceſs by R. Crols, the 5th of the 5th month; 
diſcharged at Bridgewater ſeſſions the 1 Ich of | 
the ſame. ; 

Priſcilla Warr, a ſervant maids James Salter, 
an apprentice, under 16-years of age; Joſeph- 
Pearce and Tho, Langwell, two very poor men, 
having wives and children; John Greedy, of 
Wivelicomb, carpenter, a poor man f 
being met together at Milverton, the 6th of 
the 5th month early, before the reſt of friends 
came, were ſhut up in the meeting-houſe un- 
der a guard, and next day committed to pri- 
ſon by Ferrars Griſly, who was very rude, and 
threatened to hand- bolt them, there being hut 
four of age, and ſo not contrary to the act. 

John Greedy put in bail to appear at ſeſſions; 
the reſt brought to priſon the th, and had to 
Bridgewater nen the I Sch . 2 there 
en 79.8 | oth - 5 


"Giles | | 
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Qiles Knight, af Chiſſelborough, committed 
for refuſing the oath by Edward Berkly and 
John Baylie, the 14th of the 5th mood; diſ- 
| at Taunton aſſizes the next ſpring. - | 
Thomas Sibly, Anne King, Joan Coggan, 
and Hannah Seawood, of Crewkerne, com- 
mitted to priſon for meeting, by William 
Melhar,.of Coker, juſtice, the 14th of the 5th 
month, and diſcharged at Taunton aſſizes by 
judge Montague, as will 18 7 in the firſt 
month next. 

This year, 1684, died our dear friend, 
W ilam Bennit, a public friend, of Wood- 
| bridge in Suffolk. He was born at or near 
Kirtly, about the year 1634 or 1635. In his 
5 years he was religiouſſy inclined, and 

Tg ht the Lord often in private, with ſtrong 
ries and breathings to him, that he Dr 
Jive him the knowledge of his ways; being 

denſible of ſomething that inwardly checked 
and reproved him for ſin and vanity, though 
the knew not then that it was the light of 
Ahriſt that ſhewed him his evil ways. And 
. when he was an apprentice, the Lord viſited 
mim more and more, and ſtrove with him 
by his good ſpirit, which preſerved him from 
many evils that others run into. And in 
ahoſe days, he frequented the meetings of | 
che Independents, viz. William Bridges's con- 
at Great-Varmouth, whom he then 

* the people of- God, but was not ſa- 
_ _ tiched 
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tisfied in ſome things; and when they ſung, 
he mourned and wept, and trembled, before 
he was called a Quaker, or had ſeen any of 
that people; yet kept his trouble to himſelf, 
not diſcloſing it to any; after which he got 
at eaſe from under this exerciſe, and grew 
careleſs and wanton; delighting in muſie and 
dancing, ſports and gaming; making merry 
over the witneſs, as many did and do, till he 
was afraid the Lord — leave ſtriving with 
him. But after this, the Lord was ia 
viſit him again; and coming to hear the truth 
declared by the people called Quakers, he was 
convinced of the truth; and recerved it in love, 
and joined with the laid people: and as he 
came into obedience to it, the ſame light of 
Chriſt, which had judged and condemned him 
for his ſins, miniſtered peace and comfort to 
him, and in due time he came to receive a 
teſtimony to bear for it; and travelled in manyx 
parts of England, but Ido not find he travelled 
beyond bh. He was of an innocent life and 
eee e the honour of truth where he 
dwelt, as his very enemies confeſſed; and though 
often weak and infirm, as to his health, Was 
carried forth in meetings in a more chan ordi- 
nary manner; and was a bleſſed inſtrument to 
many, in turning them to God. He often 
ſuffered impriſonment for his teſtimony; as at 
Bliborough, in 1661; Yarmouth and Nor- 

wich Caſtle, 1664; and Edmunſbury, 1665, 
"a EIN where 
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where he lay amongſt the felons near eight 
years, till diſcharged by the king's declaration, 


I take it, in 1672, and was kept cloſe pri- 


foner, hardly going over the threſhold for 
tive years time: and was ſeveral times a pri- 
foner in Melton gaol, and in the county gaol 
at Ipfwich, where at laſt he died; though 
the times when, and how long in each, or 
the particular cauſes, are not ſet down. He 
was at Briſtol with his countryman, Giles Bar- 
nardiſton, about the year 1677, the only time 
1 ſaw either of ec His laſt impriſonment 
was, in this laſt great perſecution, in 1683, 
Which began by Richard Brume, prieſt of 
Woodbridge, who had been the occaſion of 
his commitment once before, by juſtice Ba- 
con and juſtice Bohon, for refuſing to take 
the oath, where he remained about half a 
year; but after ſome time of breathing, the 
faid Brume began afreſh to. breath out threat- 
enings; {for what perſecutions have there been 
that the prieſts have not had a hand in?) and 
having os a juſtice for his turn, he ſtirred 
up the officers of the town to diſturb friends 
meetings at Woodbridge, who came the 12th 
of the 6th month, 1683, where our friend W. 
Bennit was on his knees in prayer to God, 
and violently haled away by Robert Chap- 
man, conſtable (ſet on by John Firman, church- 


Warden) with ſeveral . friends; and had 
_—_ Edm. Jenny, juſtice, who committed 


them 
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_ hem to Melton gaol, for being at the aid 
meeting, where he was kept cloſe till the 


ſeſſions at Woodbridge ; then brought into 0 | 


court, and indicted for being riotouſſy aſſem- 
| bled with many others, &c. to which, after 
many ſound arguments to prove our meet- 
ings were not riotous, but purely to wait upon 
and worſhip God, he pleaded not guilty; 
and was demanded, whether he would give 
bail for his appearance next quarter-ſeſſions, 
and to be of the good behaviour; which he 
refuſing to do, n he had not miſbe- 
haved himſelf, he was returned to priſon, 
and kept cloſe till next ſeſſions, at Wood- 
bridge; and being again brought into court, 
where Chriſtopher Melton was chairman, 
and with other friends put on to trial: after 
a great deal of arguing between the priſoners 
and the court, the jury went out, and after 
| ſome time returned, and brought them in, 
not guilty; at which the chairman was highly 
diſpleaſed, and perſuaded them to alter their 
verdict, that they were guilty of an unlawful 
aſſembly (which how juſt, let any judge); 
and, as if that was not enough, contrived 
to ſend him to Ipſwich, to-be fined; which 
they did in a very cold day, in the ſharpeſt 
time of that winter, ' which was the hardeſt 
that had heen known for many, years, late in 
the day, and ſnowing all the way, though he 
was lo . that he wenne not have un- 
* 1 ** hy ert ook 
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. foal ar journey for any thing, buy for 


the truth's ſake; and when he came there, 


it being late, and many friends priſoners, for 


want of beds, he was forced to fit up all 
night in that wet cold condition, (the ready 
Way to kill him) which impaired his health 
ſo, that he never got over it. He was called 
at ſeſſions, and fined 20l. and returned to 


priſon till payment; where he met with hard 


uſage from the gaoler, for not anſwering his 
unreaſonable: demands, He remained cloſe” 


priſoner till the next ſeſſions at Ipſwich, 


where he was called into court; and nothing 
ſaid of the fine, but told by Thomas Cowel, 
clerk of the peace, that they had. a particu- 


lar order from the king to deal with him, ſeem. 


ing reſolved to have als blood; ſo they ten- 


_ him the oath of allegiance, which he 
ng, was returned to priſon, where he 
ew —_— which increaſing upon him, he de- 
fired to ee friends before his departure, grow: 

ing weaker and weaker till he died, the 2 3d 
＋ the 4th month, 1684, about the fiftieth 
ear of his age; an innocent man, and left a 
eet ſavour behind him. He writ ſeveral 
experimental treatiſes, viz. * God only exalted 
© in his works, © Some Priſon Meditations of 
an humble Heart, and, The Work and 
Mercy of God conducing to his Praiſe ; 
which laſt was very helpful to me in my 
young days; and ſeveral others, which are 

collected in one volume quarto. * 
n 
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In the fifth month after mine and wy 
dear friend's S. H's enlargement from ous. 
cloſe confinement, as aforeſaid, Having a lit 
more liberty, after Davis the keeper had Vent- 
ed his ſpleen againſt me, I rode with her, and 
her brother and ſiſter Gliſſon, of Yeovill, wg 
Bath, and fo to Briſtol, at the time of the 
fair, whither ſhe uſed to go to buy goods 
and from thence to my . — at Naylſey, to 
ſee it, though we never went to dwell theres 
and ſo back to Briſtol again, till after the faing | 

we returned. I did not find, but 
were generally quiet there, friends 
wearied out their zutors; but 
in priſon ſtill, fince the death of the former 
keeper, I. Dennis, the eminent hand of God 
on whom, (as related laſt year, 1683) one 
would think, had been enough to deter any 

eſpecially that ſhould come into the ſame 
place, from acting the like barbarities and eru- 
elties on friends, as he had done; and his 
dreadful deſpair for it, that if they had not 
diſcharged them, at leaft ro have treated them 
better, and more humanely (not to ſay chriſ- 
tianly, for that could not be in priſon}; but 
{ome men will never take warning, though 
the Lord bringeth his judgments to light 
«© every morning, yet the unjuſt knoweth n 
« ſhame,” Zeph iii. 5. for ſo it was, that the 
latter end of the zd month, friends who had 
been long priſoners in Bride well, becauſe 1 

. £QU 


% 
ebuld not anſwer the keeper” s unreaſonable 


demands of money, he removed them to 
"Newgate, where they were now about a 


hundred crowded for lodgings, in dark damp 


dungeon-like holes; many in a place called 
Pauls, where never any before were put to 
lodge, that ever they knew or heard. of ; 
which cruelty cried aloud, but many hearts 
were hard, and thoſe who might have re- 


regard, though none could plead ignorance, 
- who were any ways concerned to eaſe the 
oppreſſed; ſo chat friends and truth were clear, 
Jo far as they were able to let them under- 
ſtand: but many were ſo void of compaſſion, 
that they imputed it to friends obſtinacy; 


and ſome counted they were uſed too well; 


_ - medied it, would not hear, or at leaſt not 


*, 


which they mentioned for information, rather 


than complaint; for the Lord was ſo good to 
them, that it out-balanced all their light afflic- 
tions; who gave health, and preſerved them 
in ſeveral appearances of great danger, even 
to a wonder; and gave them comfort, con- 
tent, unity, &c. and by his fatherly care, ſo 


provided for them, that they had no want. 


But after they were pulled and haled out, 
and not ſuffered to meet together as they 
uſed to do, though all in one gaol; the 
keeper treading in I. Dennis's ſteps, ſaying, 
he had an order for it from his maſters, 
: and: fo 8 were thruſt and locked up in 
| _ ſeveral 


Cr 


ſeveral places, but got no conqueſt or honour 
by it, thus to oppreſs the innocent in priſon, 
where they thruſt them in heaps, but could 
not keep them from the Lord, by whoſe 
power they were kept in patience to ſuffer 
from the hands of men, to whom they never 
did any harm; and to whom they deſired 
God to grant repentance, before his anger 
break forth as an overflowing ſcourge, and 
there be no remedy. | 
But now to return to Ivelcheſter, where I 
found in my abſence, Joſeph Pearce of Mil- 
verton, formerly committed by Ferrars Griſly, 
committed again by the ſame for abſence © 
from church, ſo called, the 31ſt of the 5th 
month; diſcharged at Taunton eee in the 
firſt month following. f 
Edith Standerwick, and Joan her ae 
wife of John Farding, of Buckland St. Mary, 
brought to priſon for refuſing to anſwer upon 
oath to a bill in chancery, at the ſuit of John 
Penny, the 18th of the 8th month; diſcharged 
in the gth month following by the ſaid — | 
About this time, our dear friend, Lawrence 
Steel, of Briſtol, died, though not in priſon; 
yet not long after he was releaſed. In a ſenſe * 
* the loſs of whom, being one [I dearly loved, 
and was well acquainted with, I 3 a few 
lines as a teſtimony concerning him, which I 
ſhall now ſomewhat enlarge, for the reſpect I 
had to him, chiefly out of his own account. 
R | 1 
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* was born i in Candles about the yeat 
2 $6 wei and devoted to the miniſtry from his 
birth, by his parents, who were zealous pro- 
feſſors 8 the independent way; who ſpared 
no pains to inſtruct him in the principles of 
that religion, nor any coſt for the educating 
bim in the knowledge of that learning which 
was eſteemed Dogan for that work. So that 
About the 12th year of his age he was placed 
abroad at ſchool with other children, by whoſe _ 
Importunity and example he was drawn to 
ſpend his leiſure hours in ſports and paſtimes, 
and neglected the motions of the Spirit of 
God; (which, from the ſixth or ſeventh year 
of his age, he had been ſenſible of, and often 
left his companions and recreations, to ſeek 
ſome place to pray and eaſe his heart to the 
Lord) which now by his diſobedience he 
quenched, until he thought it ceaſed to ſtrive 
Win him; ſo that when he went to pray or 
ſeek the Lord, his heart was ſhut up, and 
words returned to him again, and he ſtood 


ds one ſmitten before the Lord, in a ſenſe of 


the guilt and condemnation that was upon 
him, which continued ſome years; inſomuch 
that he was afraid he had ſinned out the day 
of his viſitation; ſo that the exereiſe he went 
under, brought a waſting or 1 
upon his body, which he never fully re 

| ory till it pleaſed the Lord by his word E 
* to — him 3 hopes of merey; 
| . 


2 
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an 
which glad tidings to his ſoul were more pre- 
cious to him than the gain of the whole 

world; though his body was weak, which in 
due time was by the ſame word reſtored,” to 


the admiration. of his relations and acquaint- , 


ance, which drew him into great watchful- 
neſs over his thoughts, words, and actions; 
and to abſtain from the pleaſures. and de- | 
lights of this world; and was made often to 
reprove others for their vanity, before he was 
ſettled in-any form of profeſſion: after which, 

-he was flirred up to ſeck a people with whom 
he might have unity in the ſame life and ex- 
perience which he had paſſed through; and 
neglected no opportunity to hear ſuch as were 
eſteemed the moſt lively preachers. Firſt, of 
the Preſbyterians, and then of the Independ- 
ents, to whom he joined himſelf a member; 
among whom he felt ſome ſtirrings of the 
power of God, which brought terror upon 
the ungodly, and begot hungrings and thirkt- 
ings after righteouſneſs in many, who cried 
to the Lord for deliverance, &c. {which he 
hked) in the day of their tenderneſs. - After 
which, they came to ſettle in a form, and to 
ſtint and limit the Spirit of God, and ſo died 
to the life that moved, and bubbled up in 
them formerly. 
ing breathings, which once they felt, he came 
to a loſs, and was ready to judge himſelf, 


_ he knew no * by himſelf, untl 


the 


And for want of thoſe Jive _ 


=_ 
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the Lord ſhewed him the true reaſon 3 be- 


cauſe of the ſhortnets of what they declared, 


of any power to free from ſin in this life, 
or faith in the manifeſtation of Chriſt with- 


in; but inſtead thereof, they declared of a 


juſtification and falvation by Chriſt, though 


in their fins, which they aid not expect to be 
freed from to their lives end. 


In a ſenſe of which, and their unity cs. 


N and faſhioning themſelves: according 
.to the world, he took an opportunity in 
London to eaſe himſelf to them, from the 


— 


words of Paul; All ſeek their own, not the 


things which are Jeſus Chriſt's,” Phil. ii. 
21. And another time at a faſt, Ain the tet- 
timony of Jeremiah; Though Moſes and 
« Samuel ſtood before me, yet my mind 
* could not be toward this people; caſt them 
cout of my fight and let them go forth,” 
Jer. xv. 1. and ſo withdrew from them; and 
in refuſal of more public employment, he ac- 
cepted of a private place in Dorſetſhire, to 
tutor children, and pray and preach in the 


family, for a yearly ſtipend, which when it 


came to be paid, he could not take for pteach- 
ing or praying (which alſo he had refuſed in 


London) but kept up the family worſhip for 


ſome time, till he came to preach on thoſe 


| ane, “For the word of God is quick and 
powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged 
* a &c. Heb. iv. 12. which after "he 
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had 
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had done, and retired to his chamber, the 
word of the Lord came to him, ſaying, Bring 
no more vain oblations before me, but wait 
upon the living motion of my Spirit, to bring 
forth that ſacrifice which is accepted by me; 
and withal, reminding him of what he had 
formerly felt of the quickneſs and ſharpneſs 
of this word, to cut him down from all his 
vyain pleaſures, &c. which was the ſame that 
was now come, to cut him down from his 
vain oblations, &c. which he declared to one 
of the family, deſiring that the prayer bell 
might not be rung for him, for that he now. 
felt the word of the Lord to be really as he 
had preached it, as a ſword to cut him down 
as above; not in any diſreſpect to that ſpiri- 
tual prayer and ſupplication which was ex- 
horted to in ſcripture, which he did the more 
earneſtly watch unto, but for fear of offend- 
ing God by offering in his own will: net- 
— did he act from any counſel ar prece- 
dent of any of the people called Quakers, 
from whoſe converſe he had kept himſelf fo, 
as not to be acquainted with any.of them; 
as alſo from reading their books, or going 
to their meetings for fear of infection, as Was 
reported of them in thoſe days; and When a 
{ſervant that lived in the family was inclined 
to go among them, he difſuaded her from it; 
but now having laid down all at the feet of 
che Lamb, in a readineſs to follow him whi- 
N 3 Wen 
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. he would lead him, and inquiring 
of the Lord what was the way and people 
and foundation which he would eſtabliſh and 
fer up in the room of what he had pulled 
down, the Lord ſhewed him, and cauſed him 


= to declare the ſubſtance: of it to the family, 
8 to the viſion of Iſaiah, chap. ii. and 


the fix farſt verſes; and an excellent diſcourſe 


he made on it, which ſee in his book, Jacob | 
-_ ©the plain Man,“ p. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, &c._ 


Having this plam manifeſtation truth and 


friends, he ſought out ſome of them; and 


meeting with one (a woman) and diſcourſing 
with her about the light of Chriſt, her teſti- 
mony ſo ſuited with what the Lord had be- 


fore — unto him, that he could not but 
confeſs to the wiſdom the was guided by; 


and was' afterwards confirmed by diſcourſe 


with her huſband, e plain people) and 


refolved to take up his lot with them ; and 
when he returned home to the counſellor and 
his wife, with his ufual language and deport- 
ment-out of the croſs of Chrift, which he knew 
was unlike the plain language of the ſerip- 
tures, and behaviour of Chrift and his apoſtles, 
he was reproved for it, and loſt his peace, and 


fo went to bed under judgment, crying to the 


Lord, not to withhold his peace and comfort 
from him, nor to let it hinder the work which 
he had begun, promiſing to obey him if he 
og 8 him till the . ; which when 

he 
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he was riſen, the counſellor's wife came into 
the chamber, unto. whom he uſed that plain 
language and deportment which he was con- 
vinced of, in which, though it may ſeem a 
{mall thing; he had great joy and peace; and 
when he aſked him the oceafion of that 
change, he told her that he was now con- 
firmed by converſation, that the people he 
had preached of were come, &c. after which 
it was reported in the family and country, 

that he was become a Quaker; and the next 
flirſt-day he was required to go to the place 

where he firſt e with the woman, and to 

ſeek out their meeting, which he did; and 
when he came, he found them met together 
in a ſerious manner, waiting upon the Lord; 
among whom, though few if any words were 
r he felt that preſence and power of 
| d, in which he had more ſatisfaction than 
in his own preaching and praying: and the 
more he was acquainted W the more 
he was united . them; eſpecially after he had 
heard their teſtimonies: or declarations, though 
from mean illiterate perſons, - One of the firſt 
he heard, was Henry Macy, of Freſhford, a little 
above Bath in — a faithful mini- 
ſter till his death. Soon after which, becauſe 

he could not perform the office of a chaplatn; 
he left that family; though hard to part, for 
the love that was between them, who would' 
| have paid him according to agreement for the 
R 4 time 


W 

time he had been there, viz. for preaching 
and tutoring their children. For the laſt, he 
was free to take conſideration; but for preach- 
ing, he was forbidden of the Lord to take 
any thing, though urged to it: But to clear 
the family of any ſuſpicion, as to the ground 
of his leaving them, he left a certificate, that 
it was on account of ſome higher diſcovery 
of truth on his part, &c. and ſo in love left 
them about the 7th month, 1673, and went 
to his relations, who received him, though 
they were not friends; and he kept to friends 
meetings, waiting in ſilence for about twelve 
months, and then broke forth ſometimes in 
a few words of prayer, and ſometimes of ex- 
Hortation (ſee his own book, Jacob the plain 
Man wreſtling with God'): and ſo grew and 
increaſed in his gift, till he had an eminent 
teſtimony, and well accepted. He came af- 
terwards and ſettled in Briſtol, and kept ſchool 
in the great meeting-houſe at the Friars, and 
was very ſerviceable in that city and the coun- 
try adjacent. He had meetings at my houſe at 
Naylſey, after I was a priſoner, and came 
once to Ivelcheſter, with Samuel Jennings, to 
viſit us, after I was carried thither. He was 
afterwards impriſoned in Newgate, Briſtol, for 
meeting; and on the Oxford act for ſix months, 
as aforeſaid. He was a comely perſon, but 
pale complexioned, being inclined to a dropſy, 
and infirm as to his health; which no doubt 
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was heightened,” and his health impaired, by 
his cloſe confinement in Newgate; and he did 
not live long after his releaſement, (at the 

end of the {ix months) but died of a diabetes, 


about the tenth (being buried the 12th) of the 


eighth month, 1684; laying down his head: 
in peace with the Lord, according to an 


anagram he made on a _ of RENE 


Snead 8, VIZ, 


A N A4 C R AM. 


BRIDGET SNEADE, Reſt, being dead. 


F we believe what ſcriptures do atteſt, 
"Tis only fin that doth deprive of reſt; 
And ſuch as ſin commit, to fin muſt die, 
Before their ſouls can live eternally. 
And ſuch as are made pure, ſnares will attend, 

- Until that by the grave they have an end. 
What then of harmleſs infants ſhall we ſay? 
Who are no ſooner born but paſs away: | 
Since Chriſt faith, © For the kingdom none are fit, 
© But ſuch as like a child do come to it.“ 

This ſhews that harmleſs infants go to reſt. 
And who ſhall ſuch condemn whom Chriſt hath bleſt? 
Since then, dear babe, thou canſt not come to 1 
Let me ſo live that I may go to thee; 

Where, being dead to ſin, and free from fear, 

We may for ever live with Chriſt moſt dear. 


1679 hs 72 8. 
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He was a man of a grave, ſolid, ſerious. 


deportment; of a ſweet even temper and diſ- 


poſition; j of a ſedate retired life; and very ex- 
emplary in his converſation: a preacher of 


righteouſneſs in that great city, in which he 
walked as a ſtranger and pilgrim on earth; 
but bath finiſhed his courſe, and kept the 
faith, and received the crown of life; and hath. 
left a good ſavour behind him, of whoſe ſin⸗ 
cerity and integrity to God and his truth, I 
could write much; but his innocent life and 
teſtimony is the beſt memorial of him, and 
his memory is bleſſed. 

And now as to my dear friend, Richard 
Vickris, who lay under the ſentence of death 


in Newgate, Briſtol, ſince laſt year, becauſe he 


could not conform or abjure the realm ; and 
the time being elapſed, as mentioned laſt, and 
the time of execution drawing nigh, his ene- 
mies having blackened him with an infamous 
Character, as a diſaffected perſon, (to render 
him unpitied) his wife went to London, to 
intercede for his life, and mitigation of the 
ſentence; and with friends help there, made 
application to the duke of York, the chief man 
at court that could work his deliverance; who 
having received a better character of him than 
his enemies gave him, was pleaſed to declare, 
That neither his royal brother, nor himſelf, 
deſired that any of his ſubjects ſhould ſuffer 
for the exerciſe of their conſciences, who 
25 Were 
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were of a peaceable behaviour under his 
vernment; and thereupon gave ſuch Sire 
tions, as were ſoon made effectual for his 
deliverance: And being, by babeas corpus and 
writ of error, removed from Newgate, Briftol, 
to London; and brought to the King's -beneh/ 
bar, upon the errors aſſigned by counſellor 
Pollexfen, and others. He was cleared of 
the ſentence on the 35th of Elizabeth, by 
fir George Jefferys, lord chief juſtice, though 
ſo ſevere a judge otherwiſe, (few ſo bad but 
they may do ſome good acts) and ſo was le- 
gally diſcharged in Michaelmas term, in the 

gth month this year, to the great joy of his 
aged father, his diſtreſſed wife and family, 
y. his rr throughout the nation. His 
father lived to ſee him after his diſcharge, but 
did not long ſurvive it, living but three days 


after he came home; by whole death and will _ 


his houſe and eftate at Chew, where he dwelt 
and deceaſed, fell to Richard, being his only 
fon; who ſoon after came with his family, 
and ſettled there in our county, to friends 
comfort and ſatisfaction; where he was very 
ſerviceable to truth ad: friends many ways, 
and no fmall ornament in his place, having 

ten children at the date hereof, 1684. 25 

About this time died that eminent mini- 
ſer and ſervant of Chriſt, William Gibſon, 


ef London. He was born in Caton near Lan- gay 


8 about the year 16293 and being a ſol- 
| dier 
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dier at Carliſle, in the time of the civil wars, 
he and three others hearing that a Quaker 
had appointed a meeting in that city, they 
| agreed to go to the meeting, with an intent 
to abuſe the ſaid friend, being Tho. Holms; 
but William coming to the meeting, and 
hearing him powerfully declare the truth, 
was ſo affected and reached by his teſtimony, 
that he ſtept into the meeting near Thomas 
to defend him, and bid any that durſt, offer 
to abuſe him. After which he frequented 
friends meetings, and quitted his place in the 
garriſon, and employed himſelf in ſhoe-mak- 
ing; waiting upon God in ſilence, under the 
exerciſe of his power, for about three years. 
He afterwards received a diſpenſation of the 
goſpel; became very ſerviceable in divers 
places of the country. He was a priſoner 
at Shrewſbury for the teſtimony of truth, in 
1661, where he writ A Salutation of the 
© Father's Love, printed in 1663. The 22d 
of the 6th month, 1662, he married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of William Thompſon, of 
Crofmare in Lancaſhire, and ſettled in San- 
key meeting, near Warrington, for ſome years; 
and ſome were convinced of truth by his 
miniſtry, who continued faithful; and many 
others confirmed in the bleſſed truth, ſo that 
his memorial is of good favour in thoſe parts. 


He afterwards travelled ſouthward, in the work 
of the goſpel; and was impriſoned at Maid. 


ſtone, fo 
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ſtone, in Kent, in 1671, which impriſonment 
i laſted long; e he writ an epiſtle, inti- 
tled © Univerſal Love.“ After he was dif- 
charged, he went to London, and removed. 
his wife and family thither, where his ſer- 
vice was great, and in divers other parts of 
the nation; and was concerned in ſome con- 
troverſies, particularly about tithes, in his book 
Tithes ended by Chriſt, in 16733 ; and with 
an adverſary under a feigned name, 1674, 
which was afterwards condemned by the au- 
thor, John Danks, of Colcheſter. ' And in 
anſwer to ſeveral books of one J. Cheny, a 
prieſt, about Warrington in Lancaſhire, 1677, 
a great oppoſer of friends; who afterwards fled. 
his country, and came to Crewkernei in Somer- 
ſetſhire, where I faw him in the time of my 
impriſonment; but what became of him after- 
wards I know not: and alſo in relation to the 
Separatiſts, i in reference to whom Wm. Gibſon 
writ a General Epiſtle, &c. He came often to 
Briftol and to Clareham, and once to Ivelcheſter 
while I was a priſoner at the Friary; and had 
a meeting in the Friary-hall in the year 1680. 
And in the 4d month, 1684, he travelled into 
his native country, Lancaſhire, though he had 
been out of health; and in his return home 
he was taken fick of an ague and fever, at 
Coventry; but got to London, and continued 
ill three months, and died the 20th of the 


98 month, 1684, aged 55 years, and a minis 
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ſter, 20. He left two ſons and one 1 gh- 
ter, to whom he gave good advice, (Abra- 
ham like) charging them to walk in the 
way of the Lord. He writ ſeveral ſervice- 
able treatiſes, . beſides the above-ſaid 3 . parti- 
cularly, © The everlaſting Rule born A 8 | 
* unto, 1667; and, Eleftion and Repro- 
© bation fcripturally and. experimentally Wit- 
© nefled unto in 1678, and his © General | 
< Epiſtle,” above, in 1682, which are not yet 
collected. | 
This year alſo, 1684, died Thomas Stardy, 
an eminent friend of Cumberland, who was 
| deſcended of honeſt parentage, being a family 
of good deportment in the pariſh of Brough, 
in the ſame county; When he was about 
thirty years of age, he began to abſtain from 
many groſs evils and the yanities of the world: 
and the Lord begat deſires in him, after the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, that he might 
pleaſe him; and afterwards he joined with the 
Independents, and was one accounted emi- 
nent in their meetings, in exhortation, &c. 
among whom he continued for a conſiderable 
time, having full a true deſire after the Lord, 
and the knowledge of his ways, which gives 
ö 2 and reſt to thoſe who are weary and 
vy laden, though their labour and travel 
may be long, and their ſufferings and hard 
ulages many; ſo that in time he came to 
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kers; and was a very upright, ſincere hearted 
man to the Lord, and of good behaviour to- 
wards his neighbours: A man of f ® 
tetnpetance, mercy, and hoſpitality; ready tio 
entertain the Lord's ſervants, and helpful to 
the poor and needy; yet, notwithſtanding, 
the then powers did evilly intreat him with 
hard uſage and impriſonment, for his obedi- 
ence to the command of Chriſt,” © Swear not 
* at all, Mat. v. 34. And ſoon after he 
was Uiſcharged, being a freeholder, and going 

to the aſſizes at Carliſle, to do ſervice for pas wg 
the king, and his country, he was n 
ſtigation of ſome wicked envious perſons, his 
in authority, moſt es apprehended by 
the gaoler, and carried before judge Turner, 
who preſently tendered him ns oak of alle- 


giance, and becauſe, in obedience to Chriſt's | 


command, he refuſed to ſwear, the Judge 
paſſed the ſentence of præmunire upon him, 
1662, for which the ſheriff, John Lowther, 
ſeized his eſtate, real and perſonal, for the 
uſe of the king; and kept him priſoner from 
his wife and children in this diſtreſſed en- 
dition 11 or 12 years, till diſcharged by the | 
king's declaration in 1672 or 1673; and his 
real eſtate reſtored, (but his perſonal, 'eorn, 
peter, braſs, &c. gone) and his perſecutors 
came to miſerable ends. Aﬀer which he had 
great fines impoſed, and ſpoil made on him, 
8 ior meeting; and after that, one Launeelse 
Simſon, 
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Simſon, an attorney, brought a writ of gui 
tam againſt. him, for 20l. a month, for not 
coming to their worſhip, (on the information 
of John Clark, who came to an ill end alſo, 
being drowned;) on which he continued pri- 
ſoner ſeveral years, till he died, the 22d of 
the roth month, 1684. He could neither 
(fays he in his teſtimony) pay tithes, nor re- 
ceive thoſe that became due to him, as being 
an impropriator from his father and grand- 
father, which' was both corn, hay, &c. amount- 
ing to 1ol. per annum, and upward; but bore 
his teſtimony for the Lord againſt them, as a 
grand oppreſſion, and properly due to the own- 
ers thereof, to whom he gave them tithes, being 
all done away in Chriſt, who made him will. 
Ing, in the day of his power, to deny them, 
and gave a releaſe of them, wherein he re- 
mitted, and for ever quit claimed them from 
him, his heirs and aſſigns, to the particular 
owners of them by name, to-have and to hold 
to them, and their heirs for ever, under his 
hand and ſeal, the firſt of the fourth month, 
1682; which ſee in the memory of that 
faithful man of God, Thomas Spray re- 
vived 1692. 
But now to return to Ivelcheſter: Thomas 
Martin, of Chilthorn Domer, a priſoner long 
for tithes as aforeſaid, was committed again 
for refuſing to take che oath of allegiance, by 
fir Edw. Phill, the 29th of the 11th month. 
The 
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The latter end of this year, 1684, the ſixth 
of the 12th month, king Charles II. dies 
I was at my guardian' s, Edmund Beakes's; at 
Portſhead, when the news of it came, at 
which I was ſorry, in conſideration of the 
ſtate he died in, and the perſecutions that had 
been acted in his reign. I went next morning 
to viſit a fellow priſoner, Robert Bullock, at 
the ſuit of my adverſary, then at his houſe at. 
Clapton very penſive, and perhaps more ſor- 
rowful for the king, than the mourners, (as 
Abraham Cowley ſaid of Oliver Cromwell) 
conſidering the ſtate of things, and the ſuf- 
fering condition he had left us in. There 
had been fix great perſecutions in his reign, 
eſpecially, beſides all the reſt between while. 
Firſt, in the latter end of the year 1660, 
after his coming in, (to ſay nothing of the 
abuſes on his coming) chiefly \ for meeting, 
and refuſing to take the oath of allegiance, 
which was uſed as a ſnare, to friends. all his 
reign, when there were about eleven ſcore 
friends priſoners at Ivelcheſter, in Somerlet- 
ſhire, amongſt whom my mother, Mary 
Whiting, was one, being then a widow 3 
beſides what were in other counties, propor- 
tionably of which, 5oo in Yorkſhire, and 
above 5000 in England. Notwithſtanding 
his declaration from Breda, the 14th of April, 
before he came in, * Declaring a liberty to 
. tender conſciences; and chat no man be 
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abe difquieted, or called in queſtion for dif- 
*ferences of opinion in matters of religion, 
© which do not diſturb the peace of the king- 
dom; and though he had promiſed us, in 
particular, liberty of conſcience on the word 
of a king, of which more by and by; yet he 
ſuffered us to be fo ſeverely fallen upon ſoon 
after, which was heightened by the riſing of 
the fifth-monarchy-men in the 11th month, 
the ſaid year 1660, though we had no hand- 
in it, only it was made a handle to abuſe us; 
but friends were moſtly, though not all, dif- 
charged at the next ſpring aſſizes. * 
Secondly, in the year 1662, on the act of 
the 13th and 14th of his reign, made againſt _ 
us in particular, or ſuch as maintained the 
taking an oath is unlawful; or if any five, 
or more, of the people called Quakers, ſhould 
meet together for religious worſhip, (mark) 
the firſt offence, 51. or three months impri- 
fonment; the ſecond 1ol. or fix months im- 
priſonment; and the third offence, to abjure 
the realm, or be tranfported: on which abund- 
ance of friends were taken up at meetings and 
impriſoned, as well as for refuſing to ſwear. In 
Newgate, London, about zoo, belides the other 
priſons; and many died in priſon, as Richard 
Hubberthorn, a faithful miniſter of Chriſt, even 
he, to whom the king had promiſed, in 
the 4th month, 1660, (on his delivering Geo. 
Fox the younger, his noble falutation to 
Fes | him) 
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him) That we might be aſſured that we 
ſhould none of us ſuffer for our opinions or 
religion, ſo long as we lived peaceably; (as 
we always did, even our enemies themſelves 
being judges) and that we had the word of 
a king for it;. and that he had given forth 


a declaration (meaning that. from Breda, 1 


ſuppoſe) to the ſame purpoſe, that none ſhould. 
wrong us or abuſe us; and yet we. were 
abuſed and. haled to priſon, (as this Richard 
Hubberthorn in particular) by Richard Brown, 
general of the trained bands. As alſo, Edward 
Burrough, a faithful labourer and miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, being taken, as he was de- 
claring the truth, at the Bull and Mouth, 
London, by. ſome of Richard Brown's ſol- 
diers, and violently. pulled down, and haled 

away to the guard, was committed to News - 
gate by the faid Brown, tried at the ſeſſions, 

and fined a hundred marks, which at laſt was 
reduced to twenty, and he was committed. 
till payment; and though, after he grew weak 
through cloſe confinement, being ſuffocated 
for want of air, the king ſent an order to the 
ſheriffs for the releaſement of him and the 

reſt, yet R. Brown obſtructed it, ſo that he 
died a priſoner in the twelve months. Alſo 
John Giles, another faithful miniſter of Chriſt, 
and near thirty more, died in Newgate, moſtly 
through R. Brown's cruelty; and there were 
„ great 


) 
great ufferings alſo at Colcheſter, in 166 3, 
&c. 

Thirdly, on the act of baniſhment(more par- 
ticularly or eſpecially ſo called) made in 1664, to 
ſuppreſs ſeditious conventieles, though our meet- 
ings were no way ſeditious, enacting, That 

© Ss * any perſon above ſixteen years of age preſent 
* at any meeting, under pretence of exerciſe 
© of religion, in other manner than is allowed 
by the liturgy or practice of the church of 
England, where five perſons above the houſe- 
© hold are preſent, the firſt and ſecond offence 
tas in the former; the third, to be ſent to 

*-5ail, or houſe of correction, till the ſeſſions 
© or aſſizes; then indicted, and if found guil- 

* ty, the court to enter judgment of tranſpor- 
© tation to ſome of the foreign plantations for 
* ſeven years; the profits of their lands to be 
* ſequeſtered, or to diſtrain and ſell their goods 
to defray the charges of tranſportation, or 
for want of that, to be ſold as ſervants for 

five years, but upon paying one hundred 
4 | Pounds, to be diſcharged; and if any eſcape 
or return, to ſuffer death as felons, without 
© benefit of clergy; only a woman not to be 
© tranſported without her huſband, but to 
© ſuffer twelve months impriſonment, unleſs 
her huſband pay a ſum of money not ex- 
5 ceeding forty pounds: To refuſe to take an 
'*-oath, incurs the like penalty of tranſporta- 
.**-tton.* On which abundance of our friends 
| Were 
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were taken up at meetings, and impriſoned in þ. 
London, Briſtol, and Hertford, this and the 
next year 1665; and many tried and ſentenced 
to baniſhment, and ſent away; though ſome 
were ſet a-ſhore again by the ſhip-malters, 
with a certificate that they were afraid to carry 
them away; And others were tranſported ; 
and many died in Newgate, London, and on 
ſhip-board, in order to tranſportation, to the þ- 
number of 122 in London, Weſtminſter, and 
Southwark; particularly. Samuel Fiſher, Jol. 
Fuce, and John Shield, faithful miniſters and 
labourers in the work of the Lord, taken at 
meetings, died in the White-Lion priſon in 
Southwark, 1665, in the time of the peſti- 
lence, Which began in the time of their per- 
ſecution of friends on the ſaid act, as a ſignal 
token of the Lord's diſpleaſure againſt them 
and their work, if they would have taken 
warning; and broke out at firſt at a meal- 
man's houſe in Beerbinder-Lane, next houſe 
to the firſt man that was baniſhed, yiz. Edw. 
Bruſh, who lived to return to London, and 
died of late years at a great age. There 
was alſo great perſecution of friends at Read- 
ing, by William Armorer, in thoſe years, even 
to the year 1667. 

The fourth great perſecution in this Hey 8 
time, began in the year 07%, on the new 
act to prevent and ſuppreſs ſeditious conven- 
ticles, That any juſtice or chief magiſtrate 

83 mould, 
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mould, on the oath of two witneſſes, make 
a record of a conventicle, where any five, 
above ſixteen years of age, beſides thoſe of 
the houſhold, ſhould be aſſembled for exer- 
eie of religion in any other manner, &c, (as 
in the former act of baniſhment; for as that 
confirmed the act of 1662, as to baniſhment, 
ſa this ſtrengthened that of 1664, againſt con- 
venticles) which record ſhall be a conviction; 
and thereupon a fine of 5s. to be impoſed 
on every offender, to he certified to the next 
quarter-ſeſſions: and for the ſecond, and every 
other offence, 108. a-piece; which, in caſe of 
3 might be levied on any other per- 
on 's goods, preſent at the ſame conventicle. 
The preacher to forfeit for the firſt offence, 
201, and 40l. afterwards, to be levied on any 
of the hearers; and 201. for the houſe, to be 
levied on any preſent, provided that no per- 
Jon pay above 10l. for any one meeting, in 
regard of the poverty of others: a third part 
of the fines to the king, another third to the 
informers, and the other third to the poor 
of the pariſh; But the juſtices and informers, 
being often poor themſelves, (as a juſtice ſaid 
he was poor) commonly kept the poor's part 
and king's too, ſo that they cheated the king 
and poor, keeping moſt to en ſo that 
the king and poor got little by it: And this 
act was to be conſtrued moſt beneficially for 
dhe informers; ſo that a great many looſe, 
5,5, propliagg, 
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8 lewd fellows of the baſer . af} 


indigent fortunes, having ſpent their own 

eſtates, or what they had, were thereby en- 
couraged to ruin their neighbours; and abund- 
ance of havock and ſpoil was made on friends 
goods, for meeting together to wait upon and 
worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, according to 
Chriſt's appointment, and their bounden duty, 
in moſt, if not all, the counties in England; 

though friends were the leaſt concerned in 
that act, nay, not at all, our meeting being no 
way ſeditious, as aforeſaid; of which we have 
a witneſs in the conſciences of our perſecutors, 
as well as among our neighbours, and yet it 
fell heavieſt on our friends; other profeſſors 
often flying, abſconding, and hiding them- 
ſelves, or meeting privately, which encouraged 
the perſecutors to fall the more ſeverely upon 
friends, who ſtanding boldly to their teſti- 
mony, they took the advantage of their pub- 
lic meetings to make exorbitant diſtreſſes; for 
which little redreſs could be had by appeals, | 
even though the informers often ſwore falſly _ 
againſt them: ſometimes, that there was a 
meeting when there was none that day; ſome- 
times, that there was preaching when there 
was none; and ſometimes, againſt ſuch as 
were not at the meeting; and ſome fined twice 
for the ſame meeting; and not only ſo, but 
viſiting the ſick or friends in priſon, and giv- 
ws thanks before meat, were made conven- 


Ea ticles, 


(264) 

tticles, and friends were fined on that account; 
but all was one, the cure often proved worſe 
than the diſeaſe, they were for what they 
could get; it was ſpoil they wanted, and that 
they would have, right or wrong, which made 
to the ruin of many families; particularly at 
and about Portſhead, in our county, though 
there were ſeveral examples of God's diſ- 
pleaſure on ſome of them, and in divers 
other. places ; breaking open gates, doors, 
and cheſts; diſtraining the goods within 
doors and without, till a bed hath not been 
left to lie on, or blanket for covering, or 


Fool to fit on: ſome had their beds taken from 


under them, when ſick or lying-in; yea, the 
child taken out and laid on the floor to take 
the bed; and the aged turned out in cold 
froſty weather, and left to ſhift for them- 

* ſelves. and lie on ſtraw a conſiderable time; 
nay, the child's milk over the fire thrown 

+ , -out, to carry away the ſkillet; not ſo much as 
a diſh. or ſpoon left. A juſtice bidding the 
officers ſeize all, and that which was not worth 
carrying away, to burn: Others charging 
them to be ſure and take enough, and ſell 

it at any rate, if but the thirtieth part of the 
value. Barns full of corn ſeized, and flocks 
of cattle driven away for a prey. It would 

be tedious to mention the hundredth part of 
the injuſtice and ſpoil ꝓf thoſe days, of which 
a volume might be wiitten; which yet there 
V 
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was ſome reſpite of by the king's declaration 
of ee in 1672, by which alſo many 
were freed out of priſon, about four or five 
hundred, who were chiefly in on premunire; till 
the parliament recalled it the latter end of tlie 
ſame year; of which more hereafter. 

And ſo, fifthly, perſecution was renewed 
and continued on meetings, with as great 
rigour and violence as before, in moſt places, 
_eſpecially in 1675 and 1676, as the books of 
ſufferings: publiſhed in thoſe. times will ſnew; 
particularly the firſt and ſecond part of The 
continued Cry of the Oppreſſed for Juſtice; 


which continued even to the year 1680. * 2 


the book called, A brief Account, &c. 
And, ſixthly, again (though it never wake 
yet) more vigouroully revived, and carried on 


in the years 1682, 1083, and 1684, even till 


the time of the king's death, and ſome time - 


after, of which the county of Somerſet afore- 
ſaid was an ample ſpecimen; as alſo London, 
Briſtol, and divers other places, (of which a 
more particular account may be given in our 
general hiſtory, if it pleaſe God to give op- 
portunity to finiſh and publiſh it, this being 
but a breviate of it; and the ſpoils that were 
made an our friends, which on the conven- 
ticle act, came to in our county, from the 
year 1670 to this time (1684) about three 
thouſand pounds; and, conſequently, in Eng- 
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land and Wales, at 'a moderate deg MW, 
about one hundred thouſand. bs] 
Some of the chief inſtruments of which, 
or perſecuting juſtices, were ſuch as Armorer 
of Reading, and Hide of Berkſhire; Char- 
nock of Bedfordſhire; Knight, Helliar, and 
Olliſfe, of Briſtol; Pool, Shackerly, and Da- 
niell, of Cheſhire ; ; Dent and Muſgrove of 
Cumberland; Clark, Gladwin, and Low, of 
Derbyſhire; W. Walrond and Stainthill, of 
Devonſhire; Morland in Durham; Maſters, : 
Merideth, Fane, and chancellor Parſons, in 
| Glouceſterſhire ; Cole, in Leiceſterſhire ; 
Thorrald and Nevell in Lincolnſhire; Wood- 
houſe and Hellyard in Norfolk; Cart- 
wright, Whaley, and Thoroton, in Notting- 
hamſhire; Gregory in Oxfordſhire; Smith, 
George, Windham (who ſaid, when friends 
were at meeting to worſhip God, that was 
enough) F. Pawlet, Baylie the chancellor, 
Phillips, W. Helliar (who, when he had fined 
Jane Whitehead for preaching, and the act 
would not bear him out, ſaid, if the letter 
of the act would not do, he would take the 
ſpirit of it) and H. Walrond (one of the worſt 
of all, who made a conventicle of a meeting, 
to take care of the poor, and got 40l. for it; 
and yet all would not make him rich, as afore- 
laid) all of Somerſetſhire; Cobbs, Theap, and 
Burwell, in Suffolk; the Gorings in Suſſex; 
Fleming, Rigby, and Wilſon, in e 
land; 
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land; Cradock and Metcalfe in Yorkſhire, 2 
with abundance more; and Thornaby the in- 
former. But it would be tedious to Zane 
the informers, nor is it worth while; for as 
their names rot, ſo their memory Rinks, and 
their ill-gotten gains are periſhed with chem, 
that their places are hardly to be found: 

This laſt perſecution continued, as abi 
ſaid, till 3 Charles's death, with more vi- 
gour than ordinary, as if it was the laſt effort. 
For as the children of Iſrael's deliverance drew 
nigh, ſo their bondage was encreaſed; it being 
commonly darkeſt before day, and ſo it was 
with us at Ivelcheſter; for a black cloud hung 
yet over our heads, as will appear hereafter : 
for though it was generally thought that, 
upon the king's death, we ſhould have been 
freed, many of us being the king's priſon- 
ers, as on fremunire, excommunications, &c. = 
yet we were not releaſed thereby, but conti- 1 
nued priſoners above a year longer. . 

But now the duke of York coming to the 
erown, (though many were under dreadful 

apprehenſions of what would follow) it was, 
however, generally expected we ſhould be ſet 
at liberty; and we went ſeveral of us to the. 
aſſizes at Taunton, which began the 16th of 
the firſt month, 168+, in order thereto. I 
being at my own houſe at Naylſey, newly 1 
come home (as I did ſometimes, as I could 1 
have liberty to ſee how things were) had a 

meſſage 


= 1 
meſſage ſent me the day before the aſſizes be- 
gan, to come to 8 the next day; and 
accordingly I went away before day, and 
travelled on foot about thirty miles, reſting a 
little at Bridgewater by the way, and ſo came 
to Taunton before night, quite weary, being 
the hardeſt day's journey that ever I went on 
foot, having no horſe at command, nor know- 
ing when I ſhould return if I had borrowed 
one; but when I came there, we were not 
called nor cleared, though we delivered copies 
-of the following paper to the judges,' as we 
uſed to do to the Justice at the een 
ons, viz. 


To the Judges aſſigned to hold Allzes nd 
.  Gaol-Delivery, in the Weſtern Circuit at 
Taunton, the 16th of 128 month called 
March, 1687. 


Divers of the People called Quakers, in the 
County of Somerſet, on the behalf of them- 
ſelves and others of the ſaid People,: * 
n, and ſincerity, be, 


THAr we have always exerciſed ourſelves 
to have and keep our conſciences void of 
offence in the ſight of God and man: that we 
are obliged, and do reſolve accordingly, to 


ſerve and worſhip the great God, the Kue 


—— — 


n „ 
of all things and Judge of all men, in the ſpirit 
and in the truth; he having given us a mea- 
ſure of his Spirit for that purpoſe: that we 


owe, and do reſolve to yield accordingly, due 
ſubjection to ſuch magiſtrates as God hath 


ſet over us; to the king as ſupreme, and thoſe 


in authority under him; praying for them 
that they may ſo rule, as God may be ho- 
noured, they be everlaſtingly happy, and we 
under them may lead our lives in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty, according as God hath or- 
dained, and as it hath been the practice of the 
ancient Chriſtians. ]. 

That nevertheleſs, we have been cxpolhl 
to great ſufferings in our perſons, hberties, 
and eſtates, under the ſevere penalties of ſeve- 
ral laws never made againſt us, nor that wor- 
ſhip which we profeſs; and for not practiſing 
that worſhip which we have no faith in, and 
ſo was ſin fer us to do, ſeveral thouſands of 
pounds will not balance the loſſes by us ſuſ- 
tained, by the act made againſt ſeditious con- 
venticles; though we never frequented any, 
but always have, and ſtill do, deny ſuch aſſem- 
blies. We have alſo ſuffered long and tedious 
impriſonments for riotous and feditious meet- 
ings, which we alſo teſtify againſt, and our 
peaceable deportment hath always manifeſted 
the ſame: And for not ſwearing allegiance, 
which we have refuſed to ſwear, only in 
SIRI to Chriſt FO the King of kings; 

| pet 
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yet we have been, and ſtill are, ready to per- 
form the fame, and to give unto Cæſar his 
due, as well as to give unto God his. And if 
we ſhould break the command of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and ſo loſe our peace with God, what good 
would our lives do us; well knowing that 
we, and all men, muſt give an account, and 
be ſubject to the judgment of the eternal God. 


WMe therefore pray you to take theſe things 
into your grave conſideration, and ex- 
tend your power to relieve the oppreſſed, 
and ſet the captives at liberty, who fuffer 
only for the teſtimony of a good conſci- 


ence; and this being a ſervice required 


by and acceptable unto God, his bleſſing 
and reward will be with you therein; 
and we ſhall be further obliged to pray for 
your welfare and proſperity here, and evet- 
laſting happineſs hereafter. KEY 4 


To which was added about thirty of our 
names, who were preſent priſoners for good 
conſcience ſake, and for what, viz. præ mu- 


nire, excommunication, abſence from church 


(ſo called) for meeting together, and for re- 


fuſing to ſwear, &c. and how long we had 
been priſoners; which, being before ſpecified, 
T omit to inſert again here. 


A copy of the aboveſaid paper was preſented 


by ſome women friends to ſudge Montague, 
who ſat on the crown-bench, and was fa- 
vourably 
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vourably received by him; and though we; 
who were old priſoners, were not called or 
cleared, yet at the end of the aſſizes, eleven of 


the late priſoners before mentioned were _ 
charged, Viz. EA 


Franeis Hand, 

Giles Knight, 

Thomas Sibly, 

Anne King, l | 
Joan Coggan, N27 2 
Hannah Seawood, « 
Joſeph Pearce, 

Chriſtopher Devoriſhite, 

William Bond, 

Henry Mattock, 

Sufanna Ae 


As ulſo /, 
Edward Pole and his Wife, 
And TRIAGE Pn of Wivelfcomb. 2 


80 chat thete were diſcharged 3 in all at this 
aſſizes, fourteen. 


And ſol returned (being a priſoner fill till 
the next ſpring) by the quarterly-meeting at 
Grenton, and from 1 to my friends at 


bo . on _recoghizance, _ — ſs, 
and were all diſcharged, n ü 


Long- 
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ee heud:of,the drach of 


our dear friend, John Anderdon, who died a 


priſoner at Ivelcheſter, a little before my re- 
rn thither from the aſſizes, for the teſtimony | 


eſus; of whom I cannot in gratitude but 
ſpeak a few words, for the reſpec I had to 
him, being intimately acquainted with him, 
and knew ſome things from his own mouth, 


which perhaps few now living know of, or 
can remember. 


He was born of a good family, at or near 


Bradford, in the north-weſt parts of Devon- 


ſhire, about the year 1624; and well educated, 
being bred a ſcholar, and to the practice of the 
law, and was afterwards ſecretary \to/ general 
Deſborough, of the weſt. Afterwards he mar- 
ried and kept a goldſmith's ſhop in Bridge- | 
water, Somerſet; and practiſing the law, he 
was under ſome convickions of truth in his 
| mind, as to his praQtice. He went to London 
in term time, having ſome important buſineſs 
to manage; and as he lodged at Marlborough 
by the way, he had ſome —— or warnings 
of death, as he apprehended, at which he was 
much ſurpriſed, and deſired the Lord to ſpare 
him till he had accompliſhed the buſineſs he 


— 


went about, promiſing he would diſentangle 


himſelf as to that courſe of life, in which 
he had not ſatisfaction; and ſoon after his 
return home, his wife died, who had been 
ſome obſtacle in his way as tg his receiving 
the Ta: and ſome time afterwards going to 

: London 


——— 
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E 
London again on ſome occaſion, all in mourn- 
ing for his wife, and being under great exer- 


ciſe in his mind, in relation to his condition, 


he went to a Quaker's meeting; and when he 
came in, there was a friend declaring, whom 
he underſtood afterwards to be Francis How= 
gil, and ſome of the firſt words he heard him 
ſpeak, were, The light of Chriſt in thy con- 
* ſcience which ſhews thee thy fin, is that 
* which will fave thee from thy ſin:“ At 
which he was much broken and tendered, 
m conſideration that he had overlooked the 
light of Chriſt in his conſcience ſo long, 
which had ſhewed him and checked him for 
fin and evil; and was fully reached and con- 
vinced of the truth about the year 1658; and 
coming to ſee and look on him whom he 
had pierced, he mourned for him, as one that 
mourned for his only ſon. And one day go- 
ing to the parliament-houſe (being acquainted 
among great men, particularly with one Au- 
guſtine Wingfield, who writ a book againſt 
. tithes, intitled, * Tithes totally routed by 
Magna Charta') and coming down ftairs 
from the houſe of commons, there was a 
woman that ſold books and pamphlets, 
that came out new, whom he uſed to buy 
of; and going, as at other times, to ſee 
what new things ſhe had, and "taking up a 
book to look on it, the word of the Lord 
roſe in his heart, ſaying, This is no more for 

1 thee, 
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thee, I have choſen thee to be a miniſter of FOR 
everlaſting goſpel. So he laid down the book 
and went his way, in great contrition and 
bowedneſs of mind, and giving up to the 
workings of the ſpirit of truth in his heart, 
which wrought effectually in him, to fit and 
prepare him for the miniſtry; he came to 
receive a diſpenſation of the goſpel, and was 
endued with power from on high to preach 
it to others, to the turning of many from: 
darkneſs to. light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they might receive re- 
miſſion of Goa. and an inheritance among 
them that are ſanRified i in Chriſt Jeſus. In 
the year 1659, going to the ſteeple-houſe in 
Bridgewater, to bear his teſtimony againſt 
the falſe worſhip there performed, he Was 

puſhed out, abuſed and reproached; particu- 
larly by one Androſs's wife, a zealous Preſby- 


-  terian, who ſaid, John Anderdon was turned 


from God to the devil; but ſhe was obſerved 
to pine away ever after till ſhe died, which 
ſeemed very remarkable on her for blaſphem- 
ing the power of God. In the ſame year he 
writ a paper to thoſe that fit in council for 
ordering the affairs of the nation. And ano- 
ther, to the parliament of the commonwealth 
of England; by way of warning. And juſt 
as the parliament was broken up, the form of 
the preſs broke with his paper, ſo that there 
Was but one ſheet printed off. And after the 
king 
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king came in, in the year 1660, he writ a 
book againſt Babylon and her merchants ; 
One Groan more from under the Altar; 
which they would have made treaſon of if 
they could, but could not. And ſeveral other 
books and papers he writ, being eminent for 
reproof and warning, as a prophet, to the 
rulers and people of divers forts 

He afterwards married a ſecond wife, one 
Jane Bicknell, a ſober religious woman, who 
ſurvived him. He was a great ſufferer for 
his teſtimony to the truth, through occaſion 
of the envious prieſts and juſtices in thoſe 
days, being a man of note in the world, 

and as a friend, and therefore envied the 
more; and was a prifoner in all, from firſt 
to laſt, near twenty years: Firſt, in the great 
impriſonment at Ivelcheſter, after the king 
came in, being committed by John Warr, 
the 13th of the 11th month, 1660, for meet-- 
ing, and refuſing to take the oath of allegi- 
ance; and though there were about two hun- 
dred friends free at Chard aflizes, the goth of 
the firſt month, 1661, yet he and thirteen 
more were continued on the oath, till dif- 
charged by the king's proclamation, the 28th 
of the 34 month following. And the 3d of 
the 5th month, 1662, for going to the ſtee- 

le-honſe in Bridgewater, and aſking prieſt. 
Norman a queſtion, How people living in 

their ſins are reconciled to God? The prieſt 
T 2 | having 


3 
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having ſaid, That men's perſons muſt be firſt 
3 to God, before their ſervices or 
ſacrifices could be accepted. On which John 
Anderdon ſaid, That all they that offer ſa- 
cCrifice in their fins, are abomination in the 
ſight of God, and not accepted by him. For 
which he was committed to priſon in Cock- 
moyle, in Bridgewater, by Edward Sealy, 
mayor, for five weeks; and then unjuſtly ſent 
to Ivelcheſter priſon, for refuſing to ſwear; 
and from thence had to the aſſizes at Wells 
in the 6th month following, before judge 
Archer and Foſter, who both treated him 
very abuſively about his hat; and at laſt, af- 
ter pretty much diſcourſe pro and con about 
it, &c. fined him 61. 138. 4d. to remain 
priſoner till paid; .and during his impriſon- 
ment at Ivelcheſter, which began by the Preſ- 
byterians, he was alſo excommunicated in 
the biſhop's court at Wells, He continued 
priſoner till the king's declaration of indul- 
gence, 1072: from whence, to the year 1675, 
he was moſtly at liberty; when he was fined 
(for being at the burial of Philip Tyler of Wal- 
ton, the 20 of the 4th month) by Francis Pau- 
let, of Wells, though he had fined ſeveral 
others 241. for a preacher unknown at the 
{aid burial, and cauſed to be diſtrained on ſe- 
veral friends, for that and their own offence, 
ſo called; and the houſe of Henry Gundry, of 
Street 0 the back of Wan the burying 
| ground 
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ground was) 821. 188. from H. Gundry, in 
particular, 40l. yet ſent a warrant to the 
mayor of Bridgewater, to diſtrain J. Ander- 
don's goods for 20l. as the preacher well 
known; ſo that they would have had 44K 
for a preacher, at this burial, as unknown; 
and yet on J. Anderdon, as well known, 
which was 241. more than the rigour of the 
act required, according to the juſtice of thoſe 
days, beſides the other fines; in all, 1021. 18s. 
when there, was none ſpoke at the burial but 
J. Anderdon, who chriſtianly exhorted the 
people to conſider their latter end. 

And not long after, he was cmpeifengS 
again, the zd of the 6th month, 1675, which 
was his laſt impriſonment, of near ten years, 
upon the falſe {wearing of wicked informers, 
who coming to diſturb a meeting where J. 
Anderdon was declaring the truth to the peo- 
ple, and commanding him away, or to come 
down and be ſilent; he aſked them in whoſe 
name or authority: they ſaid, the king's. J. 
Anderdon ſaid, the devil's more like: Upon 
which they ſwore he called the king a devil, 
when his words were plain to the contrary, 
(for more like another cannot be the ſame) 
intending to have made treaſon of it, but that 
would not do (though to have ſaid the king 
was a Papiſt would); ſo they miſled their 
mark, and their wicked accuſation came to 
Gs the chief of them having ftood in 
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the pilory fox perjury. He was had to Taun- 


ton aſſizes in the rſt month following, and 
tendered the oath of allegiance; and, for re- 
fuſing to ſwear, was returned on the calen- 
der ptzmunired, by judge Rainsford, though 

- Anderdon had pleaded as to matter of fact 
or refuſing the oath, and no jury had paſſed 
7 him, nor neee given in court accord- 
ing to law. And during his impriſonment, 
Sir Thomas Warr, a cruel covetous man when 


he was high ſheriff of the county about 1682, 


threatened to ſeize his eſtate for the king, on 
the præmunire; but was prevented ſome way 
or other (no doubt by an over-ruling hand) 
that he did not; 5 the faid J. Anderdon 


was continued a priſoner at Ivelcheſter till 


his death. He was a man of repute; a good 
. ſcholar and ſcribe, inſtructed unto the king= 
dom, bringing forth of the treafury things 


new and old. He was well ſkilled in the 


languages, eſpecially. Greek and Latin; and 


underſtood the law, ſo that many came to him 


for advice, but freely; for I have heard him 
ſay, that he hath had handfuls of money of- 
fered him by ſuch as he had ſerved, or been 


helpful to, before he was a friend; and! am 


well ſatisfied he never took it of any after, 
though he was often helpful to friends and 


others, eſpecially in the perſecution time dur- 


ing his impriſonment; and often made writ- 


Ing of conveyances, &c. He had good ſer- 
vice 
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vice for the Lord in meetings, not only In pri- 
ſon, but other places abroad, as he had liberty 
and opportunity, eſpecially thereaway. He 
reſided at the Friary, where many friends 
were priſoners, and where he had a good 
apartment till he died. About half a rs 
before his death, he was taken ill of a 
tan-ague or fever, ſo that he declined as to his 
health, and grew weaker and weaker till he 
died, the 2oth of the 1ſt month, 1684; finiſh- 
ing his courſe about the Goth year of his age; 
laying down his head in peace; a little before 
the troubles broke out in the weſt; as Auguſs 
tine, whom he often mentioned, did, accord- 
ing to his own defire, a little before the taks 
ing of Hippo: dying a priſoner for the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus againſt fwearing, and was car- 
ried, with an honourable attendance, to Bridge» 
water to be buried. He left a widow (as 
aforeſaid) and one daughter behind him; 
fince married to William Alloway, of Mine- 
head, now of Bridgewater. . He had ſeveral 
brothers and ſiſters, three of his ſiſters being 
friends; and one of them, viz. Mary, had a 
public teftimiony, and died before him. He 
was an able miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt; 
of a found judgment, ſolid weighty teſtimo⸗ 
ny, and grave deportment; and left a good 
report and does behind him in the town, 
and among all that knew him. Of whoſe 
ſnooty; zeal for God, fervice fot his truth, 
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and Büch ulneeſs in his day, a volume might | 
be written. 


Not long after, in the beginning of 168 $5 
died that ancient ſervant of God, and mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, Thomas Briggs, of Cheſhire, 


who was born about the year 1610; and in his 
youth {ought after the Lord with weeping, that 
he might know the way to everlaſting peace 
and ſalvation; and ran up and down among 
the miniſters of thoſe called Puritans, for two 
years together; but they could not direct him 
to his teacher within, which was the cauſe of 
his wanting peace and ſatisfaction to his im- 
mortal ſoul; he went under many heavy 
burthens, becauſe of fin and iniquity which 
ſeparated him from the Lord: but in an ac- 
ceptable time, it pleaſed the Lord to ſend his 
ſervant, George Fox, into the north-country, 
who directed him and others to the light of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and he, with many, received his 
meſſage, and the mighty power of the Lord 
appeared, and was manifeſt in him, which did 
ſhake terribly the earthly part that was above 
the ſeed, in which he held a profeſſion of God 
and Chriſt, but did not know him, and in that 
power believed, and waited on the Lord in 
the way of his judgments, till he had brought 
down all that was for judgment; and his un- 
derſtanding was opened by the light of Chriſt, 
Bug law by: the teachers of the world to be 


Wrong 
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wrong; and was moved to bear a teſtimony 
againſt them; and go to ſteeple- houſes to cry 
againſt them, and exhort people to turn from 
them to the light of Chriſt. And. was com- 
manded to go to Mancheſter, to preach re- 
pentance, and through many towns and cities 
in England; and the Lord's power and pre- 
ſence did wonderfully accompany him; and 
he went through the ſtreets of Cambridge. 

In Mancheſter, he was moved to go to the. 
ſteeple-houſe, to declare againſt the prieſt, 
and they haled him out, and put him in a. 

dungeon on the bridge; but the Lord was 
ſo with him, that he ſung for joy: and next 
day he was had before a juſtice, and diſ- 
courſed with him ſo, that ſome of his ſer- 
vants were convinced; but the juſtice, to 
pleaſe the people, ſent him out of the town, 
but he returned again, and got à meeting 
ſettled there, And in Warrington he was 
moved to go to the ſteeple-houſe with ano- 
ther friend; but the people fell on them, and 
beat them ſo, that had not the Lord's power 
ſupported them, they had been deſtroyed; __ 
And as he was going into Cheſhire, ſpeaking, 
to a prieſt who was full of wrath, one of his 
hearers came behind him, and with a blow: 
- felled him to the ground; but he got up, 
and turned his fact 80 him to ſmite, and he 

ſmote him on the teeth, that they guſhed 
out blood, that ſome people cried out ſhame- 

on 
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on the man! and ſoon after he fell fick, and 
died; and on his death-bed faid, Oh that I 
had not fmitten the Quaker! And in Saliſbury 
he was moved to declare the terrible and 
mighty day of the Lord, that they might re- 
pent; and was had before the juſtices, who 
tendered him the oath : He told them he 
could not fwear, becauſe Chriſt had com- 
manded not to {wear at all; ſo they made 
a mittimus to fend him to priſon. And his 
companion, John Braithwait, being ſpeaking 
without, they brought him alſo, and com- 
mitted them to priſon a month, and then 
let them go; but many were convinced there- 
” So - 
In Yarmouth, he was moved of the Lord 
to go through the town to proclaim the might 
terrible day of the Lord, that all might repent 
and fear him that made heaven and earth, &c. 
And a great multitude of rude people followed 
him; and the power of the Lord was upon 
hint, and he turned his face to them, and fear 
ſmote them, that they ran away; afteg which 
an officer took him, and had him Wore 


magiſtrate, who ordered him to be put out of 


the town; but he returned another way, and 
Had a meeting among friends, and went away 
in peace: and in ſeveral towns and markets he 
declared the ſame; and the Lord was with him 
and upheld him, and many times delivered 
him out of the hands of them that would have 
we deſtroyed 
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deſtroyed him, For at Lim, as he went 
through the ſtreets to warn people to repent 
and turn to the Lord, they fet a great dog 
upon him; but the dog fawned on him as if 
he had been his maſter, and did him no 
harm. And as he was declaring, going over 

a bridge, they combined together to throw 
him into the water; but the Lord who ſent 
him, put it into the heart of an officer to pre- 
vent them, ſo that he went on in peace. And 
thus in Oliver's days he hath gone through 
four or five towns in a day; and ſometimes 
{words have been drawn, and axes lifted up 
againſt him, but the people could not do what 
they intended. He went through moſt part 
of Wales; and at one place, as he was declaring, 
and people attentive, a conſtable came forth 
and cried, Kill him, kill him! and they threw 
great ſtones upon kim and friends, enough to 
kill them, but through the mercy of God did 
little harm: and the conſtable took hold of his 
coat to pull him down, but it rent, and he got 
one half; and he turned on the conſtable in the 
dread of the Lord, faying, that they muſt give 
account for that day's work; and a man 
brought him the half of his er, but he 
put of the other part, and left it with them 

as a witneſs againſt them, but they ſewed it 
together, and ſent it ro a friend's honſe. He 
went through Cardiff, as a ſign, and through 

a fteeple-houfe; and the Res. were fo fmit- 
ten, that they did not fpeak a word againſt 
_ | him: 


1 9 were 
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ee in Wale. did, he 


declare the ſame meſſage. And in Windſor 
he declared the day of the Lord; and they 


were very wicked, and threw ſtones and dirt 


at them; and Iſaac Pennington's coat was 
much dirted. And after Oliver, he was 
moved to go to the Committee of Safety, to 
tell them what the Lord would have them do, 
but the door-keeper kept him out; ſo that to 


clear himſelf he went to them one by one, as 


he could find them, to declare the Lord's 
meſſage to them, viz. That if they would take 
away the law which upheld tithes, by which 


the people of God ſuffered, as they had pro- 


miſed, they might go on and ene at þ if not, 


they ſhould be turned out; which they were 
ſoon after. And the ward of the Lord came 


to him, that he muſt go through the ſtreets of 
London, and preach repentance; which he 


did, and received no hurt: and as he came 
| back through Cheapſide, the word of the 


Lord came to him, that except London re- 
pent as Nineveh did, God would deſtroy. it. 


And as he was travelling in. the ſouth parts, 


going by a houſe, it roſe in him the prieſt was 

in that houſe, and he went. and knocked bs 
the door, and the man of the houſe came and 
let him in; and he found the prieſt fitting by 
the fire, and charged him to give over deceiv- 
ing the people 55 diſhoneſt gain; at which 
the man of the houſe was troubled, and would 


have RIS him pute but the power of the Lord. 
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was upon him; and he rung the goſpel bell, 
and many people came; ſo he bore his teſti- 
mony againſt the prieſt, and directed the peo- 


ple to their inward teacher, and ſo went on 


his journey in peace. He was moved to 
and bear his teſtimony againſt Jonathan Clap- 
ham, a prieſt in Norfolk, at his houſe: he came 
out, and would not ſpeak, but ſet his dog at 
him, which would not bite him; and the prieſt 
turned in again as a man grieved, and fled like 
an hireling. | 1 
At Shrewſbury, as he Was coming out of 
Wales, about the time the fifth-monarchy- men 
roſe in London, he was taken by the Loldiers 
and brought before a juſtice, who profered 
him the oath; and becauſe he could 45 ſwear, 
contrary to the command of Chriſt, they ſent 
him and another friend to priſon; and the 
gaoler being very wicked, put them in a dun- 
geon where they put condemned men; and 
they could get nothing to lie on but a little - 
peaſe- ſtraw; there he remained ten weeks, but 
the Lord was with them; and though they 
kept them very cloſe, and would hardly let any 
come to ſee them, it roſe in him that he 
ſhould be delivered; and at ten weeks end, 
before the releaſement came for all friends' 
from the king, the juſtice that committed 
them aſked him, if he would promiſe never 
to take up arms againſt the king: Thomas 
declared how he was come to the end of wars 
accom 
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according to the prophet Iſaiah's teſtimony 

the juſtice bid him go, and get as many into 
that of cr as he could; he and his wife be- 
ing friendly. And when a turn-coat juſtice 
would have ſent friends to priſon, this would 
take their words to appear, when ſent for: 
his name was Thorn. 80 he travelled up 
and down Staffordſhire among friends, as he 
was moved of the Lord, — then turned 


again towards Wales; and at a meeting in 


Herefordſhire, the prieſt got the heutenant 
and his ſoldiers to come and break it up, who 
came in when he was at prayer, and com- 
manding him to give over, ſet a piſtol to his 
breaſt; but the Lord prevented them of do- 
ing what they intended: and he continued 

in prayer till they ſtopped his mouth with a 
of gloves, ſo haled them out, and car- 
ried them to Hereford before a juſtice, who 
ſent twelve of them to priſon, where they 
remained twelve weeks, till the aflizes; and 
the gaoler was very wicked againſt them at 
firſt, but was tormented, and confeſſed he 
could have no peace, and then let them have 
more liberty: and his wife and daughter was 
convinced, and he became loving. And at. 
the aſſizes they were called before the judge, 
and the power of the Lord was ſo with them, 
that when he examined them, he would turn 
his face away, and ſet all friends at liberty ex- 
cept Thomas Briggs; but he writ to the juſ- 
tice 
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tice that committed him; and at three weeks 
end he ſent for him, and took his word to ap- 
pear at the next aſſizes, which he did, and 
ſent to the juſtice that he was come to anſwer 
what was laid againſt him: he ſent him word 
there was — laid againſt him, he might 
go whither he would; ſo he went to the 
gaoler, who deſired him when he came to 
town to call and ſee him, and was ever after 
loving to friends. 

He, with J. Moon, appointed a meeting 
near the Deviſes in Wiltſhire, where many 
friends and people came; and two Juſtices 
hearing of it, came and broke it up, and 


took the names of moſt friends, and let them 


go; but J. Moon, himſelf, and three more, 
they ſent to the houſe of correction for three 
months: and the maſter of it, in a little time, 
became very loving, and they had many pre- 
cious meetings while they were there, in 
which time the turn- Coat juſtice: going to 
London, as he returned he died, that he ne- 
ver ſaw him more: he underſtood they did 
intend to tender them the oath at the three 
months end, but the Lord prevented them, 
and ſo they were ſet free. Thus he ra 
in moſt parts of England and Wales, and 
uſed to come to my father's houſe in Somer- 
ſetſhire, and had meetings there in early 
times. He alſo travelled in Ireland and in 
the Weſt-Indies, Barbadoes, with George Fox; 


and 
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and Nas: with W. Edmundſon, 1 


many received their teſtimony, and went to 
Nevis to viſit friends; but an old perſecutor 


ſent eight ſoldiers aboard to ſtop them from 


coming on ſhore, but many friends came to 


viſit them, and were refreſhed: ſo they re- 


turned to Antego, and ſo to Barbadoes, where 
he was very fick; but the Lord ſhewed him 
he ſhould not die there: but return to his own 


nation, and there lay down his head in peace, 
Which he did. He was convinced in the year 


1653, and 43d of his aze: A minifter of the 
 golpel 32 years. His houſe was fined five 
times by John Daniel, called juſtice, on the 
icke act; and goods taken to the value 
of Fol. He died at his daughter's, near, Nant- 


wich, in Cheſhire. He bore a large teſti- 


mony the firſt-day before, and died the third 
day after, the beginning of this year 1055, 
about 75 years of age. 


The beginning of this year, 168 5, was pre- _ 
ſented to the king, and both houſes of parlia- 


ment, The ſuffering condition of the peaceable 
© people called Quakers; ſhewing, that of late 
above 1500 of the ſaid people, both men and 


women, have been detained priſoners in Eng- 


land and Wales, ſome of which being ſince 
diſcharged by the judges, and others freed by 
death Nun their long and tedious impri- 

ſonment, there remained, according to late 
eounts, about 1383, above 200 of them 


Women 


—— — 


women; many 1 "Cn of præmu 
- mire, both men and women; and more than 
Zoo near it, not for denying the duty, or re- 
fuſing the ſubſtance of allegiance, - but only 
8 they dare not ſwear: Many on writs 
of excommunication and fines to the king, 


and upon the act of baniſhment :. Beſides, 


above 320 have died in priſon and priſoners, 
ſince the year 1660; near 100 whereof, by 
means of this long impriſonment, as it us 
Judged, ſince the account delivered to the 
late king and parliament in 1680, whereby, 
many widows and fatherleſs are left in di- 
ſtreſs and ſorrow. The two laſt hard winters 
reſtraint, and the cloſe confinement of great 
numbers in divers gaols, unavoidably tending 
towards their deſtruction, their healths being 
evidently impaired thereby. 
And in London, the gaol of Newgate bath 
been from time to time crowded within theſe 
two years, ſometimes near twenty in one 
room, to the prejudice of their healths; and 
ſeveral poor tradeſmen of late have been ſo 
ſuffocated by the cloſeneſs of the priſon, that 
they have been taken out ſick of a malignant 
fever, and died in a few days after. 
Beſides thoſe long- continued and deſtrue- ; 
tive hardſhips upon the perſons. of men and 
women, as aforeſaid, great violences, outra- 
1 diſtreſſes, and woful havock and ſpoil, 


ave been, and ſtill are, frequently made 


Ov upon 
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upon their goods and eftates, both in and 
about the city of London, and other parts 
of the nation, by a company of idle, ex- 
travagant, and mercileſs informers, and other 
1 upon the conventicle act; many 

ing convicted and fined, unfummoned 
and unheard in their own defence. As alfo 
on gu: tam writs, at the ſuit of informers, 
who proſecute for one-third part for them- 
felves, and on other proceſſes for 2ol. a 
month, and two-thirds of eftates ſeized for 
the king; all tending to the ruin of trade, 
Huſbandry, and farmers; and the impover- 
Hhing many induſtrious families, without 
compafſion ſhewn to widows, fatherleſs, or 
deſolate. To ſome, not a bed left to reſt 
on; to others, no cattle to till their ground, 
nor corn for bread or feed; no tools to work 
with. The ſaid informers, and ſheriff's bai- 
Hiffs, in ſome places being outrageous, and 
exceſſive in their diſtreſſes and ſeizures ; 
breaking into houſes, and making great 
waſte and ſpoil: and all theſe and other ſe- 
verities done againſt us by them, under, pre- 
tence of ſerving the king and the church, 
thereby to force us to a conformity, with- 
out inward conviction or ſatisfaction of our 
tender conſciences, wherein our peace with 
_ x concerned, which we are very ten- 
er Ol. e 


The 
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Tze ſtatutes on which the fail p people fafe 

fered impriſonment, diftreſs and poll of goods, 
are as followeth : 

The 1 of Elizabeth, chap. ii. for twelve. 
pence a Sunday, 16 called. 

The 5th' of Elizabeth, chap. xxin. de ex 
communicato capiendoz. 

The 23d of Elizabeth, chap. 1. for twenty 
pounds per month. 

The 29th of Elizabeth, chaps vi. for cons 
tinuation. 

The 35th of Elizabeth; chap. i. for aher. 
ing the realm on pain of ey: | 

The 3d of king James I. chap. iv. for (od 
munire. Impriſonment Gig life, and for- 
feiture of eſtate. 

The 13th and 14th of king Charles . 
againſt Quakers, &c. TedpGrrarion, | 
The 17th of king Charles II. ch. il. againſt 

Non-conformiſts. 

The 22d of king Charles IT. ch. againſt 
ſeditious conventicles. 

The 27th of Henry VIII. chap.” my ſoine 
few ſuffered thereupon. 


See the remainder of the ſaid ſheet to the 
king, of the various proceedings againſt our 
friends on the ſaid | ſtatutes, and the great 
ſufferings and impriſonments thereupon. 
And another ſheet to the biſhops and clerg7 
of * arid: Wales, the ſtate of the cruel 

U2 perſecution, 


( 


ation, impriſonment, (many. to. death) 


and Hol of goods, inflicted upon the people 
called Quakers, only for their religious meet- 


Ings, &c.. wherein, after inſerting the account 
of priſoners preſented to the king (Charles II.) 


and his parliament in 1680, (as aforeſaid in 


that year) they add, that this inſtant year 


1685, there was preſented to king James II. 
che account of preſent priſoners for the teſti- 


mony of a good conſcience, &c. as aforeſaid, 
to the number of 1460; with account of pri- 
ſoners, that died for their faith and worlhp 
ſince the account in 16860 — 78 
The number of all the ſaid ſuf- 
ferers that is come to hand, 


amounting to — — 12 316 


Mote, That ſome of the preſent priſoners 
are ſtill continued upon the aforeſaid ac- 
count, in 1680. 

And ſince, we have had account of ſeveral 


more that are ſent to priſon, and ſome more 


have died priſoners. 

| Beſides many that have ſuffered r 
aer the year 1680; and a great number di- 
ſtrained upon, and their goods ſpoiled, and 
made havock of by informers, (and ſome 
prieſts have been informers) for their religi- 


- ous peaceable meetings, and not coming to 


the pariſh-worſhip, to the ruin of many in 


their huſbandry and. trade; ſome not having 
Red 1 to lie * nor a ſtool to ſit on, nor 
l a cow 


62930) 
a cow to give milk for their poor children; 
nor corn for bread, or ſeed, or drink; nor 
tools to work withal, &c. The 8 of 
which goods ſo taken, and made havock of, 
as well as the number of ſufferers upon the 
ſaid accounts, and by impriſonments, is con- 
ſiderable (not here inſerted). And though 
I repeat the ſame again, it is to ſhew how 
they laid their ſufferings before the biſhops 
alſo, as well as the . that they might | 
have ſhewn mercy, in whoſe power it was to 
have mitigated thoſe ſevere ſufferings, af "_ 
would; and expoſtulating the matter with 
them in this paper, with reſpect to the obli- 
gation of religion, chriſtianity, reaſon and au- 
thorities of their own, againſt perſecution, to 
excite them to moderation, and do their en- 
deavour to relieve us. What good effect it 
had with them I cannot ſay, but hope it was 
not in vain. 
But now to return. It being Rill pee | 
we ſhould be cleared of our impriſonment, the 
keepers grew careleſs of us, and gave us pretty 
much liberty, in hopes to get money by us. 
It being reported that liberty of conſcience- 
was in the preſs ſo long, that it became a pro- 


verb, that Liberty of Conſcienee was in the, 


8 Preſs, it was ſo long a coming out; till at 
laſt an inſurrection broke out in the weſt, and 
a cloud fell in our way that overcaſt all, which 
I cannot paſs without taking ſome notice of; 
not as concerned in it, but as it affected us as 

e Us " 
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to onbRherty; 6 that as our e ep 
nearer, our ſufferings were increaſed : and 
had liberty of roach been granted ſooner, 
as one wiſely obſerved, there might haye been 
no rebellion in the weft, but the miſguided 
duke of Monmouth might have had his ſhare 
at Buda, and the unhappy people of his train 
been alive at their vocations; for the general- 
of the nation were weary and ſick of perſe- 
cution, and longed, and were big with expecta- 
tion of liberty of conſcience, as the king had 
promiſed: who. obſtructed its coming out 
Jooner, they can beſt tell who were the oc- 
caſion of it; I wiſh the blood of that rebellion 
do not he at their doors. I will not atteſt 
what was reported, that ſome offered him, if 
he would continue the penal laws againſt Pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, they would come into, or 
conſent to a toleration for Papiſts, excluſive of 
Proteſtant diſſenters: their own confciences 
know whether it was true or not. | 
'F had intended this ſpring, 1685, to have 
zeeded in marriage with my dear friend, 
8. Hurd, having propoſed it to the monthly 
meeting ſhe belonged to, which was then held 
at my chamber, as aforeſaid; and went to my 
own monthly meeting, on the north ſide of 
Mendip, which was then held at John Dando's 
at Hollotrow, the 29th of the zd month, for 
a certificate, which I afterwards had; but the 
troubles breaking out, preyented it one year 
longer. We heard chere of the earl of 9 
| g71's 
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gyle's landing in Scotland. I went from Hol. 
lotrow home to Naylſey, and was at my own 
houſe when the duke of Monmouth landed 
at Lime in Dorſetſhire, the 11th of the 4th 
month; and had the news of it from Briſtol 
the 5th day following (where by the way, now 
I mention Briſtol, friends continued priſoners 
in Newgate moſtly as laſt year, till the next, 
when the general releaſe was). I had intended 
to return to Ivelcheſter ſoon after, and accord= 
ingly the next ſecond-day1 fat out thitherwardz 
and as I rode into Wrington, a market-town 
four miles from my houſe, there was a watch 
{et at the croſs; and as I came towards them, 
I heard one of them ſay to another, G 
forth and ſtop him, and aſk him whither he 
is riding. So he came and ftood with a hal- 
bert in my way, and bid me ſtand: Well, 
ſaid I, and what then. He aſked me whither | 
I was riding: I told him, ſouthward ; which, 
though directly towards the duke, without 
aſking me any further queſtions, he wiſhed 
me a good journey, and ſo let me paſs; at 
which I could not but {ſmile to myſelf, to ſee 
how eaſy. they were to let any paſs that way, 
for indeed the hearts of the people were to- 
wards him, if they durſt have ſhewed it: but 
that he might not think I was going to the 
duke, I told him there was a fair at Somerton 
that day, and thither I was riding: So to So- 
- Merton I went very quietly, (and met with 
U 4 no 
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no watch or let in my way after) where met 
with my dear friend, Sarah Hurd, at her fa- 
thers, who dwelt there; and ee, how ſome 


of the duke's men had been at Ivelcheſter, to 


free ſome of the duke's friends, who came 


down from London to meet him, and were 
taken up on ſuſpicion, and impriſoned there 
and withal, freed all they found priſoners there 
on account of conſcience; and, among the 


reſt, ſome of our friends, but they — little 
notice or advantage of it, but went in and out 
as at other times. 


I-ſtaid at Somerton. till the fifth day fol- 


lowing, and then being our quarterly meet- 
ing at Gregory-Stoke, I went thither, where 
we heard how the duke was come with his 


army to Taunton, but ſix miles off, and how 
the country flocked in to him. Aﬀter meet- 
ing, I went to a friend's houſe, where I met 


with my friend Sarah Hurd's ſiſter Scott, Who 
looked exceeding ſad and ſorrowful: I aſked 
her what the matter was: She told me, that 


her huſband was gone out with his horſes to 


the duke, (he being one that dealt in horſes, 


expecting to make advantage of them, which 
proved a ſnare to him) and ſhe was afraid 


they ſhould be ruined, deſiring me to go home 
with her that night, and go with her next 


day to. Taunton, to ſee to get him home; 
Which accordingly I did, calling by the way 


* "Os lady Nair 8. elquire Spekes's daugh- 


ter, 
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ter, who was all afloat abont- the duke, thinks - 
ing the day, was their own; and next day 


went to 'Taunton with her: We put up at the 
Three-Cups Inn, and ſoon met with her huf- 


band, and reaſoned with him about it; but he 


had appeared before the duke, and involve 
himſelf fo about his horſes, that we could not 
get him home with us. It happened that the 


duke and the lord Grey were then at dinner 2 5 


at capt. Hucker's, over againſt the ſaid inn 3 
and ſhe, with her ſiſter Roman, went over to 
ſpeak with the duke, to deſire him not to take 
it Cards if her huſband went home, for it was 
contrary to our perſuaſion to appear in arms, 
becauſe we could not fight; and ſhe had a 
pretty deal of diſcourſe with him, for ſhe was. 
a woman that could uſe her tongue as well 
as moſt. The duke ſeemed to take it well 
enough, and told her, he did not defire that 
any ſhould appear with him againſt their 
conſcienees. So they left him and came 
away, 1 ſtanding all the while before the 
inn- gate, obſerving paſſages; but I did not ga + 
out of my way to ſee the army, which lay in a 
field hard by the town, which I account a great 
preſervation; and ſoon after, the duke and lord 
Grey came forth and took horſe, their horſes 
being held in the ſtreet all the time, and rode 
down the ſtreet the ſame way as we were 
to go home: and two great guns were haled 
8 down before them, to * as they ſaid, at 


the 
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- the town's end, it being reported, PIE the 


_ of Albemarle (lord. lieutenant of the 
unty of Devon) was coming againſt them. 


—. we took horſe, and rode ep ea and 


when we came to the rown's end, the freet 
was ſo full of people, that I thought it impoſ- 
ſible to get through the crowd; but aſking 
one if we could ride by, he ſaid we might on 
one fide; ſo I put forward till I was got into 
the middle of them: looking about me to ſee 
the duke, I aſked ſomebody which was he, he 
ſhewed me him juſt at my right hand; ſo I 
ſtopped a little to take a view of him, and 
thought he looked very thoughtful and de- 
jected in his countenance, and thinner than 


when I ſaw him four years before, as he 


paſſed through Ivelcheſter in his progreſs as 
aforeſaid, ſo that I hardly knew him again, and 
was ſorry for him as I lankss at him. I ſpoke 
a few words to him, which I do not mention 


out of vanity, but to ſhow. how narrowly 
I eſcaped a ſnare at that time, to the Lord's 
protecting hand of providence I aſcribe it in 


my preſervation. So we paſſed on, and had 
not rode above a mile or two, but we met 
two men coming riding on a gallop, as was as 
their horſes could go; as they paſt by, 
I knew one of them, who ſaid, turn out of the 
road, the duke of Albermarle is at hand: (but 


i was a falſe alarm, for he came not near); | 
. we turned off a bye-way, and came ſafs 


homg 
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home to Hambridge; and never heard any 
thing of my being at Taunton, or that there 
was any notice taken of it, though I ſaw. ſe- 
veral that I knew, till a pretty while after the 
defeat and aſſizes, I think. As I was walking 
one day in the back-kitchen, in the ward at 
Ivelcheſter, there came to me John Cordelion, 
the turnkey, (an old apoſtate Quaker too; for 
one renagado is commonly worſe than three 
Turks) and ſays. to me, fab, waſt not thee 
at Taunton? At which, being ſomewhat ſur- 
riſed, my ſpirit turned againſt him, ſeeing 
his baſeneſs that would have intrapped me, 
I ſaid, and what then, what is that to thee? 
I heard, ſaid he, thou waſt with the duke: 
Said I, if I was there, I can give a good 
account of my buſineſs, but that is no buſi- 
neſs of thine. So I ſtood, over him; and 
ſeeing he could - get nothing out of me, 
he flunk away, and I heard no more of him 
Or it, | Nai | 
Next day I went to my friend's at Longs 
Sutton, where, and at Somerton, I moſtly 
ſtaid, till after the duke's defeat at Sedgemoorz 
being a time of great exerciſe with her, hay 
ing ſeveral relations (not friends) out in the 
duke's army; as three brothers- in- law, an un- 
cle, and ſeveral kinſmen; and her brother 
Gliſſon a Baptiſt came, and would have had 
me gone out alſo, and take up the ſword till 
the work was over; which if J had, I an 
3 | Wy Þ 4 
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have ſuffered as he did: but through the 
mercy of God, whoſe holy name I magnify 
and adore in my preſervation, I knew my 
place and principles better than fo. And 
there came down the queen's guards, as they 
faid, under the lord Churchill, into the pa- 
riſh, and terror marched before them; for 
we could hear their horſes grind the ground 
under their feet, almoſt a mile before they 
came. And it was reported there were fix 
houſes to be burnt, of which my friend 8. 
Hurd's was one; there being a Papiſt in the 
pariſh, a baſe wicked fellow, who owed her 
money, and was thought to be a very ill in- 
ſtrument by informing, ſo that ſhe was in 
great danger; but, through the Lord's mercy, 
was ' preſerved. For when they came to the 
croſs near her houſe, they inquired for capt, 
Tucker's, who was out with the duke, and 
went and ranfacked his houſe, cutting and 
tearing the beds, hangings, and furniture, to 
pieces; ſhaking out the feathers, and carrying 
away the bed-ſticks and what elſe they could; 
letting out the beer, wine, and cyder, about 
the cellar; ſetting fire to a barn that joined 
to the dwelling-houſe, to ſet that on fire alſo, 
but being a ſtone tiled houſe, it did not burn 
that; and ſo making what ſpoil and carrying 
away what they would, or could, they re- 
turned to Somerton, where the earl of Fe- 
verſham lay with the king's army, but _ 
N . | mi es 
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milan off. And the 7th day before the fight, 


came down the earl of Pembroke, with the 
Wiltſhire troops of horſe, and made dreadful 
work in the pariſh, taking ſeveral priſoners, 
and threatening to hang ſome, to the terror 
and affrighting of the inhabitants. Four of 
the troopers lay at my friend's houſe, and 


were pretty civil; but there was one of the 


reſt, an enſign, who was exceeding wicked, 
threatening and terrifying the poor people in 
a dreadful manner; and would have queſtion- 
ed me who I was, and what I did there; but 

I anſwered him ſo boldly that he grew quiet, 
and at laſt, after he had wearied himſelf, 
called for a cuſhion to lay under his head, 
and ſo went to ſleep on one of the ſhop 
counters. all night, as if he could truſt bim. 
ſelf no where ſo ſafe as there; and next morn- 
ing they went away towards Bridge water, 
* the duke with his army was. 
And the next day after the defeat of the 
duke's army at Sedgemoor, near Weſton-Zoy- 
land, many being killed and the reſt ſcattered, 
fying for their lives, ſeveral of the country 
gentlemen, who hardly dared appear before, 
came about in purſuit of the duke of Mons 
mouth's men; and fir Edward Phillips, judge 
of the ſeſſions as aforeſaid, came to my friend's 
| houſe at Long-Sutton, and fat and ſlept in her 
chair, while his men went a hunting about 
the fields to take men; and ſeveral wer 

| a... 
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brought to my friend's door and ſent to 
rllon in in droves, as if it had been to get 
their kirfes for which ſome of them paid 
dear after King William came in. As to 
brother Scott in particular, he was won- 
derfully preſerved, being taken and put in- 
to Weſton ſteeple-houſe, with many more, 
the night after the fight, in order to bè hanged 
next day, as many were; but he got out at 
the little north-door, while the watch was 
aſleep, and fo eſcap ed with his life; lying in 
eorn-fields by 7 and going by night till he 
got. home, and fo lay about till after the ge- 
neral pardon, But many were hanged in 
cold blood, by that cruel, inhuman, bloody 
wretch, colonel Kirk, the ſhame of mankind; 
and ſome were nung! in chains naked, to the 
terror and ſhame of the country. 
But to return to myſelf: I lay innocently 
out in the garden, while ſir Edward Phillips 
was within, being unwilling to be ſeen, be- 
cauſe I was a priſoner; but wiſhed afterwards 
I had appeared, or ſhewed myſelf to him: 
though perhaps he would have ſent me to 
priſon, although in my friend's houſe; as they 
did another friend, Thomas Comb, who was 
2 priſoner before, whom they took walking 
in the fields, as a Monmouth's man, though 
unconcerned; ſo that it was dangerous meet- 


ing any of chem, they were ſo 9 after 
me e s defeat. 
And 
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And ſoon after ſeeing our bondage return- 
ing, and that I muſt ſubmit to a, priſon a» 
gain, and that it was the ſafeſt place as things 


were, I thoug ghy it better to go than be ſent 
thither, or ſent for; and ſo returned to Ivel- 
cheſter, where the Keepers began to look after 
their priſoners again, and to inquire for us, and 
to be very wicked to us when we came, calling 
us rebels, rogues, &c. though we were ever 10 
clear. The firſt greeting I had after I came, 
was from Joſeph Newberry, one of the k 
ers, and indeed the firſt time that ev - | 
ſhewed himſelf ſo to me; being a man, though 
deceitful enough, who would commonly carry 
it fair outwardly; and that was on this oeca- 
fion, I had a parcel of friends books, &c. came 
down from London, as I uſed. to have, and he 
knew it well enough, therefore no new thing 
now ; and the carrier left them, as he — 
to do for me, at Newberry- inn: fo I went 
for them, but he refuſed 3 55 me have them, 
ſaying, He did not know but there might 
be treaſon in them, and then I ſhould be 
hanged for it, which yet would have been 
hard for what I never ſaw, nor knew an 
thing of. Next they ſhut us up in the 3 
Were we lay fourteen of us in one room, 
moſtly on the floor, as cloſe as we could lie 
one by another, a row of each fide, feet to 
feet, yet they demanded rent of us before-hand; ; 
and after four I and nights they came, viz. 


the 
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the 25th of the 5th month, and began-to quar- 
rel with us about the rent, having miſchief in 
their minds, telling us, that we ſhould go up 
into the garrets, the rooms being full > beg 
and there we ſhould abide not to go. forth, 
and yet they would have the ſame rent of us 
when we dwelt in their hired houſes, and 
d the liberty of the town; which though 
we were not Willing to do, ſome told them, 
we were their priſoners, and they might put 
us where they would. But they wanting an 
anſwer as to the rent, (heQtoring and vapour- 
ing about for an anſwer) at laſt I told them, 
that I thought it was our minds not to pay 
any rent while we were kept 47 85 lock. At 
which they were in ſuch a rage, having broke, 
their deſign, that, without anſwering me a 
word, Davis flew out of the room and called 
for hand-bolts, and Newberry the mean-while 
calling me all the ill names he could deviſe; 
and ſhaking his cane over my head as if he 
would have broke it, but had not power to 
ſtrike me. The irons being brought in, 
which I offered my hand to receive, John 
Hipſley, my fellow-priſoner, ſaid, It was hard 
to prefs us ſo for an anſwer, and when they 
had it to uſe us at that rate. Said Davis, 
hand-bolt them together; ; Which they did, 
and ſo put us out into the inward ward 
amongſt Monmouth's men, where at night, 
: when we came to lodge, there was no 155 | 
| Or 
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for us to lie down, when the beds were ſpread 
over the room, but the room the door turned 
in, where we lay on ſtraw; not ſuffering me 
to lie on my own bed-ſtead, which was there 
ever ſince I lay in Black-Fr lars laſt year, bes 
cauſe others would pay for lying on it, as they 
ſaid; but I would not, nor was there any feaſon 
I ſhould pay for lying on my own. Threaten- 
ing to ſend the Tangier ſoldiers to my lodge 
ing to lie on my bed, becauſe I would not 
have it in for them to make a prey of; and 
that they would take away our. clothes at tlie 
week's erid for chamber- rent, 38. Gd. à week 
each; and that they would take away friends 
beds within; for their rent: Davis ſwearing 
deſperately, as he uſed to do, that We ſhould 
never come out while he was Keeper. And 
Newberry coming in next day, and ſomebody 
telling him that our hands did ſwell with the 
irons; he ſaid; he did not care if our hearts 
did ſwell: Nay, they would not let them be 
taken off ſo much as to change, in three weeks 
time. Newberry ſaying, We muſt rip up our 
ſhirt ſleeves: and Davis ſaying, They ſhould 
not be taken off, if the lice did eat us up. 
And Chriſtopher Serle, the under-keeper; ſaid, 
They ſhould rot off our backs firſt, except 
we confeſſed we had done him wrong; only 
for ſpeaking to him when he was going to 
put a bolt on a man's arm that was too little. 
= that every one could 8 then; but 
X they | 
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they all paid dear for their Mises as will 
appear hereafter. Nor could we put off our 
clothes at night, but from one arm, and let 
them hang on the other; ſo that we could not 
turn, but lay moſtly on one fide, being linked 


together, which was very tedious in the heat 


of ſummer: and that vrhich troubled us much 
allo was, to anſwer people that came into the 
priſon, what we were put in or hand-bolted 
for, thinking it was on the duke of Mon- 
mouth's account, till we informed them of 
the cauſe of it. "8 

But at three weeks end came 10050 New- 
beery,and ſpoke to me about my books, which 
by this time, I ſuppoſe, was become a burchen 
to him; pretending I ſhould go up in town 
along with him, eee e ſhould 
be whos off to change, which they only 
were, and put on again on the other hands; 
fo fulfilling that ſcripture, © The tender mer- 
6 cies of the wicked are cruel,” Prov. xii. 10. 
But underſtanding the under-keeper, Serle, 
had obſtructed my going up with Newberry, 
I writ a few lines to him, to remind him 
of his promiſe ; whereupon he ſent for me, 
and ol god Ns rs tte GE When 
I. came to his houſe, he fetched my books 
and opened them, but could find no treaſon 
: in them; ſo gave them me, only one of 
mo for his own reading. I carried them to 
my chamber, and going over to the ward again 
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{as Newberry. adviſed me, upon my aſking 
him whether I muſt or no, though he con- 
ſented that the irons ſhould be left off). I met 
Davis in the entry, who admired to ſee me 
without the irons, and called the under-keeper 
to know how. my irons came off. He ſaid, 

his uncle ordered it. $0 he commanded them 

to be put on again; and ſo we remained, 
linked together as before, about two weeks 
longer, in all five wegks and three days, in 
the heat of ſummer, which in that time galled 

both my hand-wriſts that the ſkin ſtripped 
off; but after g-while they hardened, ſo that 
it grew more eaſy. And . the good- 
neſs and mercy "of God (who was near us, 
and ſuſtained us with the comfort of his holy 
Spirit) we enjoyed our health very well alſo, 
though thronged up ſo eloſe in hot weather; 
and one ſick of a fever juſt by us in the ſame 
room, and in danger of the ſmall-pox, and 
lay on ftraw all that time, being loath to have 
in our beds to gratify them, by reaſon Davis 
watched to make a prey on us, becauſe we 
could not give him money While we were 
under reſtraint; yea, ſo wicked was he, that 
after the irons had been on five weeks, when 
one intreated him to take them off, he ſaid, 
If he knew he had e'era drop of blood in his 
body that had any pity for us, he would take 
bis knife and let it out. Yea, but the day be- | 
tore they were taken _ he could by ag mn 
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be perſuaded to it, though he could alledge 
nothing againſt us; yet the next day, having 
wearied out his cruelty by our patient ſuf- 
fering, when he could hold us no longer, 
be ordered them to be taken off, and we to 
be let up among the reſt of friends. To 

God alone be the glory of it aſcribed, who 
forgets not his people in their low eſtate, 
nor leaves them in the deepeſt ſuffering, but 
brings deliverance in its ſeaſon; for he it is 
that bounds the ſea; that it cannot paſs its 
limits; ſo that the © wrath of man ſhall praiſe 
ap kim, and the remainder he will reſtrain,” 
Pfal. Ixxvi. 10. and make © all things work 
together for good, to them that love him,” 
Rom. viii. 28. For though we had not re- 
ceived any ſuch uſage before for many 
years, (only two friends, John Anderdon 
and R. Lincoln, were ironed together 1 in the 
great perſecution after the king came in) yet 
1 hope there might be a ſervice in it to us 
and others; for we ſtanding it out, and not 
bowing to their corrupt wills, in giving them 
money when they did not deſerve any, made 
the Preſbyterians with they could do ſo too; 
but * their rock was not as our rock, even 
4 our enemies themſelves being judges,” 
Deut. xxxii. 31. After our irons were taken 
off, Newberry called to me one day, as I 
was walking in the court, and aſked me 


Pleaſantiy, if I had got Ned Davis's good- 
will 
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will at laſt; as if I had his before; and in- 
deed, to give him his due, I believe he had 
as lief they had been off ſooner ; for when 
he came and ſaw them on again, (after T 
had been at his houſe) he aſked me how it 
happened, faying, He ordered them to be 
kept off. I told him, It was 'no' occaſion 
of ours, and that he had as much power to 
order it ſtill; yet it would not do till Davis 
did it,,who over-topped him : and when they 
were, we remained cloſe priſoners: fill in tile 
ward, Davis continuing very high and wick= 
ed againſt friends, eee what he would 
do, becauſe he had not his will of them ; 
and would fain have done ſome of us a miſ- 
chief upon the duke's account, if he could; 
but the Lord preſerved and covered friends 
from the enemy and the avenger, Pal. viii. 
2. And though we were numbered a- 
„ mong tranſgreſſors, and made as a re- 
proach to others, yet we had no cauſe to 
complain, having the reward of peace in our 
oven boſoms, it being not for evil-doing; 
committing our cauſe to the Lord in well 
doing, who knows the hearts of all, and will 
reward every one accordingly, and“ recom= 
* pence tribulation to them that trouble us; 
* and to them who are troubled, reſt with 
“ him,” 2 Theſſ. i. 6, 7. To whom I dedi- 
cate the remainder of my days, defiring I 
may be freely given up to do his will, and an- 


X 3 ſwer 


who 
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ſwer his requirings in all things, and ſerve 
- him in my generation, ſo as to live in his 
fear, and die in his favour; and that I may 
walk worthy of all his mercies, and mani- 
fold loving-kindneſſes towards me, who hath 
been ſo gracious in preſerving me in many 
dangers and difficulties, and carrying me 
through many exerciſes and cloudy days, for 
which I render him the praiſe, who is wor- 
thy of all honour, glory, and renown, from 
them that know him, and his fatherly deal- 
ings with them, for evermore. Amen, faith 
my ſoul. 


Jonx Wirixe. 
Trelcheſter- Ward, che place | 5 {4 
of my cloſe, but cauſeleſs, | | 6h 
. confinement, the zd of the 
7ih month, 168 3 
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Written in the Time of 1 ny 61 oe Confnement 
in the Waz, 8 


1 | 
H] thou bleſs'd power, 
How wonderful art thou! 
All in heaven and earth 
To thee muſt truly bow. 


II. 
Thy power is over all, 55 
Thy preſence fills all things; "ok 
Thy life thoſe never fail, 
Who xp the a ſprings. 


III. 
Thy power hath conſtrain'd me 
To turn, Lord, unto thee; 
Thy love hath o' ercome me, 


To whom 1 bow the knee. 


IV. 
All power's in thy hand, 


Who doſt whate'er thou uy 
Amongſt the- ſons of men, 


And can't heal 25 diſeaſes, 
X 4 V. Of 


* ** Or Dod? And of 1 Mind, k 
And whatſoe er is wrong, 
Thou ſoon can'ſt rectify, 


And make the feeble ſtrong, 


NIH 


VI. 
Thy mercies never fail 
Thoſe that do truſt in tee; | 
Thy grace appears to all, 2 2 
Even as it did to me. 


+. 


VII. 

To ſave them from their fins, F 
And cleanſe them from the fame, 

That in thy love may flow, 3 


And ns may ane thy name, 


VIII. 


Even thou alone art 3 
Who didſt my ways amend; 
Who viſitedſt me betimes, 

And made me to thee bend. 


mas 
Thou haſt preſerved me 
In many dangers great, 258 | 
That I might never fall, 
But to thy mercy ſeat, 
on BS VVV 


K K 
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X. 
When in the priſon-houſe 
I have been cloſe confin d., 

| And had no comfort elſe, | 
Thou haſt refreſh?d my mind.” 


2 C 
* 


XI. 775 
W have eryd to thee 
In time of deep diſtreſ, 
Even then thou heardeſt me, 


XII. 
When keepers curſe and fear, 
And threaten very ſore, 3 433 
That there I ſhoul d abi de, fi 1 
And ſhould come forth no more. 


XIII. 
Then I haye ſigh d to thee 
To help and ſuccour 1 


Who opes' the priſon doors 
And ſet'ſt the captives free. 
„„ 
When priſoners ſing and roar, 
Which grieveth me to hear, . 
My ſoul retires to thee, 4 
To feel thy preſence near. 
„e | | XV. For 


1 

| | XV. 

And carrieft over all, 
Whatever thine meet with, 

That they may never fall. 


XVI. 
Therefore Ell ſing of thee, | 
Who 'n time of need haſt been 
Above all earthly things, 3 
Fen as Pye clearly ſeen, 


XVII. 
Wherefore III towly dwell; { 
While others ſoar-on high 
Vain glory to Wc 
Let me in private lie. 


XVIII. 
Out of the view of others, 
And of the world, unſeen 
And unconcern'd therein, 
As. though I ne'er had been. 


3 XIX. 

And ſo in ſweet repoſe 
And. quiet paſs my days, 

Retiring ſtill to thee, f 
To whom be all the praiſe. | 


| XX. Lord 
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bed dd me in tip four, 5 
From ev'ry evil way, 
That I may reſt in peace 


For evermore, 1 pray. x 


Es 4 
To which 1 added 6n Pra exxi. [A 6. 105 


Though v we may go forth weeping, 
Bearing precious feed, 
And ſowing it with tears; 
Vet ſhall we return reaping 
An hundred fold, indeed, 
In ee 2 1 


And thoſe words of Darid. were often a 2 
comfort to me, {7 
If it had not been the Lord, wha 
6 on our ſide, now may Iſrael fay, If it had 


% not been the Lord, 25 was on our fide, 


“ when men roſe up againſt us, then 
> 


5 wrath was kindled againſt us: them the 


A 


« waters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream 
had gone over our foul, 2 &c. Pf, cxxiv, 


6% hen Art . 


hat ſwallowed us up quick, When alt 


Not 


— 


8 
Not long after this, while I was yet con- 
fined in the ward, my adverſary, Edward 
Ancketyll, died the 27th of September, being 
taken in a fit of an apoplexy, as was thought; 
and being frightened by his children to bring 
him out of i, he lived in a kind of diſcom- 
poſed condition till next day, and then died; 
fo fulfilling what I writ to him in m letter 
aforeſaid, That 'the Lord would vifit for 
theſe things, and that his head would hardly 
go down to the grave in peace, except he 
repented; which did not appear that he did, 
but continued in hardneſs towards me to the 
laſt, as far as ever I heard, notwithſtanding 
my long and deep ſuffering on his account, 
which he could not be ignorant of, and which 
one would think might have made him relent 
a little: but ſince he did not, I cannot but re- 
mark the Lord's ſignal dealing with him, and 
other of my adverſaries, (of which there were 
not a few inſtances, as will further appear) 
though I never rejoiced at their fall, but rather 
- was ſorry for it, being kept in the i innocency 
towards them; and deſired their repentance, 
rather than that the evil day ſhould overtake 
them, though aſſuredly the wicked ftand in 
flüppery places, and their foot will ſlide in 


* Dae time, for the day of their calamity is 


Au hand, and the chings that ſhall come 
upon them make haſte,” Pſal. Ixxiii. 18. 

Deu. xxxii. 35. and L only mention it for a 
10 * 5 warning 


— — — ” 


7 \ 1 


CHF 
warning to others, that they mn not hard- 


en thei hearts, ande“ becauſe judgment 8 


e not executed ſpeedily,” Eeccleſ. vill. 11. do _ 
the more wickedly, as I doubt many have 
done to their o undding; for though the 


Lord (who is a“ God, gracious and 2 TER 


low to anger and of great kindneſs,” J. 


ii. 13.) may bear long, yet he will nor At 


M — wicked go unpuniſhed, Prov. xi 211 
And this Edward Ancketyll, though he had, 
as I hinted before, ſeveral benefices or places, 
to the value of about Zool. per annum, yet he 
could hardly live on this income, though ſo 
great; and at laſt died poor, and left little to 
his children, who came to little alſo. His 
eldeſt ſon, Nicholas, (who was my ſchools _ 
fellow) whom he deſigned to make a prieſt, 
afterwards, on ſome occaſion or other, En di- 
ſtracted, as I heard; and after that went to 
ſea (I think) and was never heard of ſince, 
that I remember. | His ſecond fon, Edward, 
a pretty lad, who, alſo went to ſchool with me 
to learn grammar, was afterwards ſent to thke 
univerſity to be bred a prieſt; and then was 
put into the prieft's office at Clapton, one of 
his father's benefices, which he gave him for 
want of a better, or at leaſt he was curate there; 
grew ſo poor, that, as it was reported, he had 
hardly clothes fit to go into the pulpit: to be 
ſure he was very poor, and it is well if he did 
not want bread; which I do not write in an) 


1] - wi 


M- will to him, for I always loved him and 
pitied him, but only to ſhew how ill they 
thrive, and wiſh they (i. e, the prieſts) would 
leave off the gain of oppreſſion, and be con- 
tent with what people would give them, or 


ethers that cannot. I believe they would 
chrive never the worſe, and that it would fit 
after upon their conſciences, and they would 
have leſs to anſwer for in the day of account. 
Then for prieſt Still, who married one of 
the old man's daughters, and was curate under 
him in his life-time, who was thought to be 
a chief promoter of my proſecution in the bi- 
ſhop's court and impriſonment. thereupon ; 
being an envious proud man, which I never 
took the old man to be naturally, but as ſtirred 
up by others. This Samuel Still, being prieſt 
of Wraxall after him ſome years after, having 
been. at Briſtol, in order to proſecute ſome 
friends in the exchequer for tithes, (of whom 
my brother Bryant was one, and two or three 
more) coming home, having been drinking 
and ſporting at Faylan's-Inn by the way, very 
unlike a miniſter of Chriſt: coming down the 
hill near his houſe, which lay juſt under it, 


| His horſe flipped or ſtumbled with him, ſo 
that he fell and broke his neck, as was 
thought, for he died with it, which was ſo 

le, that it was much taken notice 


But 


No 


— 4 — 
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But though my adverſary was dead, I 
not yet Kſcharged, but continued on che bi- 

ſhop's excommunication ſtill (being the Fing's 


priſoner) cloſe conſined in the ward, as Id; 


though I thought, after gur irons were talen 
off, and we let up among the reſt of friends, 
we ſhould have had Kun to go out without 
much more ado; but the eh. x were yet too 
high, for as our refuſing to give the keepers 
money, was the occaſion of our being ſhut 
up and ironed; ſo becauſe we {tall r to 
r in that reſpect, while we were 
kept under reſtraint, leſt it ſhould be an 11 
edent in time 10 come; which I and 
late yoke- fellow, John Hipſley, refuſing to 
do, eonſidering the late uſage we had, Davis 
wroth with us, threatening: to put us 
down in the common-gaol, or into che ware 
again, among them that were ſick of che 
ſmall-pox; and to iron us again, fetching che 
irons in order to do it, or to terrify us; which 
ſtruek the under-keeper, Chriſtopher Serle, 
whoſe heart Was Omewhas! bowed, that he 
came running up ſtairs to me, begging me to 
comply, ſaying, It was as bad as murder, te 
put us freſh men in among the ſiek men, and 
that he had rather give 20s. out of his own- 
pocket. I told him, if they left us to our tis 
berty, we ſhould not be ungrateful; but While 


we were kept there under lock, we could not 


do it. $0 he went flown, and, as we under. 
8 | ſtood 


ſtood after, gave 3 money without any 
conſent of ours, as he confelled;' ſo we were 
not put into the ward, but kept where we 
. Were after others were let out, till the ſmall- 
pon broke out amongſt us alſo; yet ſtill truſt- 
ing in the Lord to preſerve us: but my com- 
panion not having had it, had a mind to fpeak 
40 Davis; which he did one night, and he let 
aim out: but I and ſome others ſtill remained, 
(one of which had the ſmall- pox as aforeſaid) 
but the Lord kept me in Patience, if it was his 
will that I ſhould lay down my life there; but 
my friend, J. Hipſſey, was — I ſhould 

peak to Davis alſo, thinking if I did, he would 
let me out too; which, to leave tim without 
excuſe, I did the next evening; but he was 
ſtill very croſs and untoward to me, and would 
not conſent to my going out, but ſeemed re- 
ſalved to keep me there, ſaying, That we 
would be — above the reſt, and that I 
wag too proud to ſpeak to him. I told him 
we had but little encouragement, for when we 
did, it was to little purpoſe, having nothing 
but ill names and language from him, that we 
could not have any ſober diſcourſe with him, 
80 I ſaw little likelihood of my going out, 
but committed my cauſe. to the Lord, and 
gave up myſelf to ſuffer, , believing it would 
not be long; and as I was freely given up, 
and reſigned to the will of God, it was ſo or- 
0 - the: Great Diſpoſer, who can m_ 
Lo 3 


13 321) „ 

the hearts of men in a moment, that the next 
day they agreed to let me out alſo, ſeeing : 
could get nothing of me there; and ſo ſent _ 
for me down, and ordered me to go forth 
after two months more; in all, about thirteen 
weeks from our firſt confinement - and ſo was 
admitted to my former liberty of the town, 
and went to my chamber again in great peace, 
without giving them a farthing (though I did 
the under-keeper after) and ſaw it was good 
to be faithful. To God alone I aſcribe. It, 
who hath hitherto helped, and thus far pre- 
ſerved me, and given me peace; bleſſed and 
magnified be his holy name for eve. 
But now to look a little back, the 4 
ful ſcene follows: The aſſizes began in the 
ſeventh month, both at Taunton and Wells, 
by ſpecial commiſſion to that tyrannical judge, 
George Jefferys, lord chief juſtice, &c. for 
the trying the duke of Monmouth's men, 
(for the duke they had taken and beheaded 
before) where there were above 500 priſon- 
ers from the ſeveral gaols of the county; and 
many were had in carts from Ivelcheſter to 
Wells; moſt of them were condemned, even 
by wholeſale, Jefferys making what haſte he 
could, not regarding how he threw away 
mens lives, or run over them to haſten home 
to the king at Windſor, to be made lord 
chancellor; having done the work he Was 
ſent about, of which he was admoniſhed, as 
I * beard, by a ſober man, before he 
F went 
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went che circuit, to ſhew mercy as he ex- 
peRed it another day; which he then ſlight- 
ed, but wiſhed Mrs, in his agonies, 
that he had taken his advice Many were 
executed, and their heads and quarters. ſet 
up on trees, poles, &c. in moſt of the high- 
ways in this county, Dorſet, and Devonſhire, 
to the terror of travellers, being dreadful to 
behold'; and many were tranſported : Some 
wheedled out of their lives, and others terri- _ 
fied to confeſs in hopes of pardon, and then 
hanged, whom otherwiſe they could have 
Had little againſt; in relation to which I can- 
not forbear to mention what I obſerved paſſed 
at Ivelcheſter, while I was a priſoner in the 
ward: There came David Trimm, of Wells, 
and took account of the priſoners, (which 
perhaps was his place, as county-clerk, to do) 
with the cauſes of their commitment; but not 
only ſo, but wheedled them to confeſs how 
far they were concerned; pretending, if they 
would confeſs, they would do them all the 
kindneſs they could at the aſſizes; ſo drew 
out of them what they could, under hopes of 
favour, and then went in and writ down' their 
examinations; which I was an. eye-witneſs of, 
and which, if they had denied at the aſſizes, or 
pleaded not guilty, would have been pro- 
duced as evidence againſt them; and, as re- | 
ported, was. The like they did at the com- 
mon gaol; and though ſome endeavoured to 
. Excuſe themſelves of the guilt of the poor 


— 
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mens blood, when they ſaw it fall ſo heavy, 
(ſome hanged for a little hay, or letting them 
have a little victuals, which perhaps was not 
in their power to hinder) and afterwards lay 
the blame on king James and Jefferys; yet it 
was fuch a piece of treachery to betray them 
out of their lives, that I know not how 

can acquit themſelves of, or who could force 
them to it, if they had not been as willing 
and forward as their maſters, which I men- 
tion to ſhew how much better it is to ſhew 


mercy than ſeverity. There were eight exe» _ 


cuted, quartered, and their bowels burnt on 

the market-place before our priſon e 
I went out of the way becauſe I would not 
fee it, but the fire was not out when I return- 
ed; and they forced poor men to hale about 


mens quarters, like horſe-fleſh or carrion, to 


| boil and hang them up as monuments of 
their cruelty and inhumanity, for the terror f 
others, which loft king James the hearts of 
many; and it had been well he had ſhewed 
mercy when it was in his power; or made 
examples of thoſe inhuman wretehes, Jefferys 
and Kirk, who hanged men in cold blood; 
though he pardoned a great many afterwards, 
of which hereafter. 

Now as to the keepers, Joſeph New 
aforeſaid, whom I never counted the worſt of 
them, though he was bad enough, but his art- 


ger would be ſooner over than Davis's. He 
St had 


Wn 6 324) 5 
Davis had a pretended Quaker, but both 
apoſtatized to that degree from their religion 

(if they had ever any, which, by the latter 
part of their lives, it would make one queſ- 
tion whether they had or no) that Newberry, 
after he came to be keeper, grew very de- 
bauched and wicked, as well as Davis, and 
was acceſſary to our ironing as aforeſaid, but 
was not long after ironed himſelf at Well's 
aſſizes, about Monmouth's men as they ſaid ;- 
and was now made Davis's drudge, to go 
about with the condemned men to the ſeve- 
ral towns over the county, where they were 
to be executed, to ſee it done; and ſoon. 
after he had done his work, and returned 
home, he was taken ſick, and died in a ſad 
condition; being taken with an extreme palſy 
all over his body, that he ſhook like an aſpin 
leaf; curſing, ſwearing, and telling of the 
devil, in a dreadful manner; the fleſh of his 
back rotting as he lay, they ſaid: and he, 
that when he was told our hands ſwelled with 
the irons, ſaid, if our hearts did ſwell he did 
not care; now his tongue ſwelled in (if not out 
of) his mouth, and was black, and ſo he died 
* miſerably the 10th of the roth month. The 
Lord is juſt in all his ways, and righteous 
before thee, O thou King of Saints! be- 
cauſe thy judgments are made manifeſt by 
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had been a baptiſt and a preacher too, as 
Rev. xv. 3, ha and ha the wicked will know 
no ſhame. | 
+ And for Edward Davis. anti wickedgafs 
is ſo often before mentioned, that it is need- 
:leſs to rehearſe it, or what he was, his deeds 
declared him. He was one of the wiekedeſt 
men that ever I knew, and even glorĩed in his 
wickedneſs; and though he ſurvived New- 


| berry, yet afterwards he was turned out of the 


gaol, which was ſoon after. He grew very 
Poor, though he uſed to boaſt of his giving two 
hundred guineas for the gaol, and then op- 
preſs the poor priſoners to get it out of them 
again: it all waſted away: and after his wife 
died, (who was an honeſt friend, and ſo were 
ſome of his daughters, though he almoſt! di- 
ſtracted them with his wickedneſs) he dwelt 
alone, for his daughters could not live with 
him, only one of his baſtards, that uſed to break 
hedge and ſteal wood for him for fire; but 
what they did for victuals, I cannot tell. He 
kept his houſe as his caſtle, and ſtood on his 
guard for fear of being arreſted for debt; and 
T1 heard he was caſt into gaol for debt, and 
afterwards died poor and miſerable. The 
Lord knows how to deliver the righteous 
in the day of trouble, and reſerve. the wick- 
ed unto the . a defrag: to be or 
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And as to Chriſtopher Serle, the Aue 


rn his inſtrument in ironing us, and 
other wickedneſs as aforeſaid, notwithſtand- 
ing all his ill gettings alſo, and tyrannizing 
over poor priſoners, was caſt into priſon for 
debt, within a year I think after he was out 
of his place; and kept a whore with him in 
the ward where we were priſoners; and was 
o poor and miſerable, that, as I was told, he 
wanted bread, or had not victuals to eat; and 
he that was once ſo proud and ſcornful, that 
"Hardly any thing was good enough for him, 
Would now have been glad with that which 
he had deſpiſed: ſo juſt is the Lord to render 
to every man according to his works. Oh 
| that others would take warning. | 
Now to come to ſomething better; as I TY 
Sun this year, 1685, with the death of an an- 
cient man- friend, ſo I muſt end it with that 
of a young woman, who was as extraordinary 
of her age as moſt in her time, and that is, 
that faithful ſervant and choice handmaid of 
the Lord, Elizabeth Bathurſt, daughter of 
Charles Bathurſt of London; who was con- 
vinced of the bleſſed truth, and brought off, 
with her brother and ſiſter alſo, from among 
the Preſbyterians, (among whom ſhe was, 
though young, a zealous profeſſor) in a more 
than ordinary manner, about the year 1678; 
though ſhe had ſeveral opportunities before to 
hear truth's teſtimony, yet that eye was not 
yet opened 1n her, that ſaw between things 
that 
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that Sifored; but on a time, ſome 88 com- 
ing in the love of God to viſit her father and mo- 
ther, who were friends, and ſitting with them 
and their children, the preſence of the Lord was 
manifeſted among them, and a viſitation of 
his living power was extended to them; the 
word of life was opened, the ancient path of 
the juſt; and a teftimony, that the ſet time 
was come, for their being turned from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan to 
the power of the living God: and as the 
way of life was opening to them, the power 
of the Lord fell on them, the youngeſt being 
much broken and trembled. Elizabeth was 
about to make ſome reply to Charles Marſhal, 
but he told her, The day of the Lord's vin 445 
tion was upon her, it was hard for her to 
kick againſt the pricks: ſhe burſt out into 
abundance of tears, and all of them were 
eatly bowed down before the Lord, in a 
ſenſe of the Majeſty of his divine power. 
After ſome time, they retired to their cham- 
bers, where they ſpent their time in bowed- 
neſs of ſoul, ſeeking after favour with God, 
and gave up in —— to the teachings 

of the heavenly grace of God. And ſweetly © 
did this handmaid of the Lord walk, and the 
work of redemption and ſalvation proſpered; 
and was cut ſhort in righteouſnels, ſo that the _ 
became one of the wiſe virgins, and had oil 
poured into her lamp that ſhined bright; and 
an increaſe of wiſdom was given her to 
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ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon, and tell what 


God had done for her ſoul. And in the 


$th month the fame year, in obedience to the 


Lord in fear and much trembling, ſhe went 


with a meſſage to Samuel Anſley's congre- 


gation, with whom ſhe had been in com- 
munion, to proclaim his univerſal love to 


them, in oppoſition to their doctrine of re- 


Probation; and to invite them to the feaſt of 


in-gathering, that ſo they might be allured to 
turn in unto him, and be gathered by him in 


the day of his mercy, &e. After which ſhe 


writ an expoſtulatory appeal to them; and, 


growing in the truth, the afterwards writ and 
publiſhed the next year, 1 079, that excellent 
treatiſe, entitled Truth's Vindication, in 


three parts: The firſt, in anſwer to ſome con- 
troverted points, ranked under ten heads. 


The ſecond treats of the principle of truth, 

viz. the light, grace, and ſpirit of God within, 
what it is, from whence it comes, and where- 
to it leads. The third, is a confutation of 


Peoples falſe opinions, concerning the manner 


how we have been convinced of the principle 


of true religion, with An Epiſtle to ſuch of 
the Friends of Chriſt, as have lately been 


+ convinced of the Truth. This treatiſe was 
o extraordinary, both for depth of matter 
and expreſſion, that ſome would not believe 
that it was written by her, being but a weakly 
Te; pre wh it Was een to be her own. 


N ing. 


2 — * 


Wo 
writing. Not in affeQation to be popular 
_ *-(fays the, in the epiſtle dedicatory to her 
< five friends) for that I do not defire, but in 
obedience to Chriſt Jeſus, my Lord and 
Maſter, have 1 penned this matter, that ſo + 
the innocency of his truth and people may 
more conſpicuouſly appear. Neither have 
I fondly deſired to get my name in print 
„for it is not inky characters can make a 
ſaint; ſuch muſt be ſanctified and cleanſed 
in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, through which they 
come to be prepared God' 8 King Got to in- 
* herit. 

And in the concluſion of the ſecond part, 
concerning the principle of truth, ſhe ſays, 
Here is free grace indeed! free love indeed! 
© Oh do you but yield yourſelves the ſubjects 
of his love, and he will ſet your ſouls at li- 
. . that ſin ſhall not have dominion over 


* you; only obey his voice, and he will ſoon 
ſubdue your enemies for you; and remove 


on. - oF "+. 
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that you may know when the time of viſi- 
tation is upon you, I'll leave this mark with 
you, even then when you feel the Son of © 
God knocking at the door of your hearts, 
© that he may come in and ſup with you, then 
I ſay is the time, when the year of jubilee is 
approaching to you; when thoſe who are in 
bondage may be ſet at liberty; which if you 
6 _ to accept oy and will not be ſet free, 


* when 
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that which letteth out of your way; and 


: * w 


© when the year of God's releaſe 1s proclaimed 
© unto you, how can you expect any other, 
© but that your ſpiritual taſk-maſter will ob- 
© tain leave to bore your ears to the poſts of 
© his doors, and make you his ſervants, for 
. ever; therefore bow Sh to God's power 
© in you, that he may come in and ſet up his 
_ © judgment-ſeat in every heart; ſo ſhall you 
© feel your ſouls redeemed out of the earth, 
and ky: nature; after which you will 
© feel the peace of God to be extended to- 
© wards you, like a river; but if you rebel 
© againſt him, you ſhall dwell in a — land, 
n and ſhall not ſee when good comes: how- 
a beit, when calamity overtakes you, then 
© ſhall you know that you had a time, you 
© had a ſeaſon, you had a day of viſitation, in 
'© which you might have obtained mercy; 
* would you have turned unto God, he 
£-would have turned unto you, and put his 
© fear into your hearts, and blotted out your 
<* tranſgreſſions for his own name's ſake; and 
© become a father to you, and you ſhould 
© have become the ſons and daughters of the 
* Almighty. O come! come away, haſte out 
of Babylon, while the deliverer is near you, 
* fo will he turn back your captivity like 
* rivers in the ſouth, and conduct you to Ca- 
ä # naan, the land of everlaſting reſt, where 
'< praiſes ſhall ſpring up in your ſouls, to the 
* glory of his name, even to all cternity; and 
+ with this I'll leave you. "a | 
e 
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She afterwards: trayelled to Briſtol, in tbe 
time of the hotteſt perſecution there (1682); 
how ſhe eſcaped the mouth of the lion and 
paw of the bear, I know not, but by the pre- 
ſerving arm of the Lord that carried her chi- 
ther, to bear a public teſtimony for his name 
and truth; as alſo in her journey thither, and 
back again : at Windſor, Reading, Newberry, 
Marlborough, Oxford, &c. her father accom- 
panying her. After which, ſhe was impri- 
ſoned in the Marſhalſea, Southwark; but the 
Lord gave her a mouth and wiſdom to anſwer 
her oppoſers, that the juſtice who committed 
-her thought her to be a perſon of great learn- 
ing and education. Her race was but ſhort 
after ſhe received the truth, which was not 
above ſeven years, before the Lord was pleaſed 
to take her to himſelf. She ran her courſe in 
life's way, and then laid down her head in 
peace with the Lord, enjoying an immortal 
ſabbath, with the virtuous © King's daughter, 
+ who is all glorious within, whoſe cloth- 
ing is of wrought gold, Pſal. xlv. 13. 
tried in the fire; who ** rejoice in God their 
Saviour, Luke i. 47. and magnify his 
great and glorious name, who is worthy for 
ever. She died in the Lord, the gth of the 
roth month, 1685, and left a ſweet favour 
behind her: See her works, entitled, © Truth 


« vindicated,” and © Teſtimonies concerning 
a her,” 8vo. | 


But 
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But as for us, we remained priſoners all 
the winter; and the 1oth: of the firſt month, 
168, king James put forth his proclama- 
tion of general babes which though it 

had many exceptions in it, yet it reached 
the caſe of moſt of us, and freed abundance 
of Monmouth's men, who had lain about at 
hide, in woods and places, till they were 
almoſt ſtarved many of them, and might as 
well have been pardoned before winter, if 
ſome had endeavoured it, as much as they 
did to take away their lives. And the aſ- 
ſizes beginning at Wells, the zoth of the 

ſaid firſt month, (the judges being entruſt- 
ed to put the ſaid proclamation, in execu- 
tion) we drew up a paper to the judges, 
to repreſent our caſe to them, as we uſed 
to do to the juſtices at the quarter-ſefſions, 
and as we did to the judges at the laſt 
Jpring aſſizes, (though it had not then the 

deſired effect in the main, as this now had) 


which was delivered to the ee a8 fol- 
| 3 BER: 


To. 


1 

To Chief Juſtice Herbert and Judge Wright, | | 
aſſigned to hold Aſſizes and Gaok-Dehvery 
for the Weſtern Circuit, at Wells, for the 


County of Somerſet, the thirtieth of the F 
| month called March, 1686. 


Several of 4 People called 8 now. 
Priſoners to the Gaol at Ivelcheſter, int . 
the County of Somerſet, on behalf of them- 
ſelves and many others of the ſame Peo- 
ple, in humility, ſhew, 411 


HAT ſince the Wiſe Dif obs of all 
things hath ordered your — 


in this honourable ſervice, to relieve the op- 


preſſed and deliver the captives; and ſince 


king James II. that now is, hath committed ls 


part of his clemency to your cuſtody, to di- 
ftribute the ſame, according as the Lord hath 
inclined his heart; and having taken particux, 
lar notice of our ſufferings, and ſignified. His 
will and pleaſure, that we, the people co 
monly called Quakers, ſhould receive the 1 
benefit of his general pardon, with all poſſible 
eaſe : which grace and favour we, with all 
thankfulneſs, acknowledge to God as the chief 
author, who hath the hearts of kings at his 
diſpoſal; and to the king, as being ready herein 
to mind that which the Lord inclined his 
heart unto; and not without hope, to find uw 
like 


( 334 ) 


like opportunity to render to you our hearty 
thanks, for the full accompliſhment of that 


which our God allows, and the king ſo rea- 
dily grants us. And alfo hearing the report 
of your nobility and moderation, in managing 
this weighty truſt committed to you, we are 
emboldened thus to addreſs ourſelves, though 

in plainneſs of ſpeech, yet in ſincerity of 
ar; to lay before you, that we Kos for_ 
ſeveral years been prifoners to the gaol afore- 
faid;. not for any plotting againſt the king or 

ernment, or harm done to his ſubjects, 
(our peaceable lives have. manifeſted our fide- 
lity to the king, and love to our neighbours, 
it being contrary to our principles to do other 
wiſe) but only for conſcience ſake, becauſe, 
min obedience to Chriſt Jefus, we dare not 
fwear at all; or forbear to worſhip God, as 
he hath ordained, nor conform to thoſe wor- 
ſhips which we have no faith in; which to 
omit the one, or practiſe the other, we ſhould 
therein ſin, and ſo wound our conſciences, and 
break our peace with God; and what good 
then ſhould our lives do us, if we might 
enjoy never ſo much of the world 8 favour 
and friendſhip? | 


Our humble requeſt therefore to you is, 
__ * © to conſider and compaſſionate our ſuf- 
fering condition, and improve the power 
at” 


„„ 
hath entruſted you withal, for our 
relief and liberty; we {till reſolving, 


and hoping, through God's affiſtance, 


to manifeſt: our fear to God, honour 
to the king, and honeſty to all his 
ſubjects, by our godly, humble, and 
peaceable converſation. The particular 
cauſes of our impriſonments are. here- 


with atteſted, under our keeper's hand. 


And we farther pray, that mercenary - 
informers and envious proſecutors againlt 


3 een for conſcience ſake, may, ac- 


cording to your wiſdom and prudence, 
be diſcouraged from proſecuting ſuch 
actions, by which many induſtrious and 
conſcientious families, and perſons, are 
in danger of being ruined; and we en- 
couraged in our diligence in our reſpec- 
tive callings, and may enjoy the benefit 
of our induſtry; and ſo ſhall we be the 


better enabled to perform with chearful- 


| , neſs the duties we owe to God, the king, 


the cauſes and time. of our Eten. 
VIZ, 


* 
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and all men. The Lord guide you in 
judgment, and more and more incline 


your hearts to love mercy, and do juſtice, 


and grant you the reward thereof; which 
18 ole our defire and Pye: we 


Chriſtopher 


. ( 8 0 


„Chriſtopher Holder, a priſoner 4 years and 
9 r Richard Grabham, 4 years; Rufus 
_ Coram, 4 years; John Hipſley, 2 years and 
6 months; and Jaſper Batt, 2 years and 4 
months: on præmunire. | | 
John Parſons, 10 years and 4 Wore, Ser 
> S 10 years and 2 months; Thomas 
Powell, 9g years and 7 months; John Whiting, 
6 years and nine months; John Allen, 6 years 
and 9 months; Thomas Comb, 3 years and 
8 months; and Edmund Chappel, (laſt 3 im- 
_ priſoned) 2 years: on excommunication. 
Marmaduke Coat (in all) 15 years and 5 
months; Wm. Liddon, 15 years and 2 months; 
Thomas Martin, 5 years and 4 months; and 
Vincent Boldy,. aboye 1 Fear: qa Nt, 
Kc. for tithes. “ 
I he aboveſaid paper being delivered 4 as 85 
rected, was well accepted by the judges; and 
thereupon we, the aboveſaid priſoners, whoſe 
names were to it, were diſcharged out of pri- 
ſon by chief juſtice Herbert, at the aſſizes at 
Wells aforet2id, and recorded on the calendar 
diſcharged. Several of us having been long 
priſoners for the teſtimony of a good conſei- 
ence, and well content to fill up the meaſure 
of our ſufferings, whom the Lord hath now 
ſet at liberty; glory to his name for ever. 


4 


Several being diſcharged laft ſpring affizes at . | 
and others by death: We were now reduced to a lefler | 
number than we had been, 


854 


On ens 
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And there were diſcharged. at Briſtol about 


a hundred, and in the ſeveral gaols in Eng- 
| ant and Wales; in all, as I take it, about 1300 


or 1400, which, though I have not the par- 


ticular account from each county, I compute 
it thus. There was preſented to the King, 
the beginning of the laſt year, an' account 
of about 1383 preſent priſoners, and in the 


paper to the biſhops 1460, with ſome more 


lately added; ſo that allowing 100 might now 
remain priſoners, undiſcharged, in the ſeveral 


counties; being on proceſs at common law, 
or other procels or cauſe not within the king 8 


proclamation, and ſo not reached by it (as 
there were three in our county) : the number 


diſcharged muſt be about 1360, or [ 350, L 
ſuppoſe, at leaſt. So that we may ſay with 


the pſalmiſt, 
When the Lord brin veth back the ca 


4 tivity of his people, Jacob ſhall rejoice, 
200 8 Iſrael ſhall be glad, 1 Pal. XIV. 7² 
ili. 


When the Lord turned ali the 1 
* vity of Zion, we were like them that 


dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with ſinging; then 
'« {aid they among the heathen, The Lord hath 
© done great things for them. The Lord 
* hath done great things for us, _ whereof we 
w are glad,” exxvi. 2 2, 2 


954 The 
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4. be Tord! 18 Ugchtecus, he hath th cut alun- | 

« der the cords of the wicked,” 
| Let them all be ade Ak and turned 
« e that hate Zion, &c. 5. Read the 
whole pſalm. 

ere now reinathed only three kiiende 
23 ers at Ivelcheſter for Sobleieges ſake, 
Thomas Hurd, of Somerton; and John 
Wride and Robert Tutton, of Burnham; all 
for not paying tithes. How their names came 
to be left out of the aforeſaid. paper to the 
Judges, or of being diſcharged, I am not cer- 
tain, but ſuppoſe on ſome proceſs which the 
proclamation did not reach. 

We were not at che aſſizes ourſelves, being 
twelve miles from Ivelcheſter; but our names 
and cauſes were in the calendar, and ſeveral 
friends were appointed to attend that ſervice 
on our behalf. 
And ſo I was diſcharged at che ſame place 
where my proſecution firſt began, almoR 8 
years before, after I had been a- en te ſeven 
years, not wanting a quarter. 

_ I ſhall ſhut up the account of m. y impriſon- 

ment with an account of Riends that died 
priſoners for the teſtimony of truth, ng 
the time of my impriſonment, viz. . | 

John Pople, of Edington, for tithes, by 
Henry Bull; impriſoned the 28th of the 
Iſt month, 1677; ; died the 13th. of the L2th 


month, 1679. 
| William 
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William Beaton, of Puddimoor, on exeom- 
munication, by prieſt Sands, the 26th' of the 
4th month, 1679; died the gth of the 7th. | 
month, 1681. 

John Wall, of Edin gton, for meeting, Fa 

Henry Walrond, the 1 ich of the 4th wants, 
16823 ; died the 7th of the gth month, 1682. 

Henry Gundry, of N for tithes, by 
Joſeph. Glanyil, prieſt, the 11th of the 7 
month, 1678; 22. the 21ſt of the gth manth, 
1682. 

Gregory Ceely, of North Curry, for tithes, 
'by Reder Hill, farmer, in the 2d 'month, 
455 died che roth of the roth month, 
1082. 

Samuel Sayer, of Banwell, for tithes, by 
James Croſs, prieſt, the 5th of the 7th month, 
£676, died the 12th of the roth month, 
1682. 

- Joan Comb, of Gregory-Stoke, on Amen 
proceſs, by H. Sher and another, the 14th of 
the iſt month, 16833 died the iſt of the 2d 
month, 168 3. 

.. Joſeph Wade, of Pensford, for meeting, by 
John Helliar, the 2d of the 7th month, 1683; 
died the 8th month, 1683. 

born Powel, of M ichael See tithes, 


„ w4$ 


2 month, 


month, 1674; died the 21ſt of the 9th month, 


1684. 

| John Anderdon, of Bridgewater, on præ- 
munire, by J. Rainsford, the rath of the 5th 
month, 1675; died the 20th of the iſt month, 
"1682, 
| Chriſto pher Lodge, of Chard, for abſence 
from thurch, the 13th of the 3d month, 1684; 
died the 16th of the 4th month, 168 ; A 
* John Brice, of Burnham, for tithes, by ＋. 
Mumpeſſen, impropriator, the pth of the 7th 
| 655 1675; died the 6th of the 1oth month, 
1 | 
There were two more of the old e 
who died ſome time after, viz. 
_ © John Wride, of Burnham, Abr tithes, b 

＋. Mumpeſſon, impropriator, the 5th of 4 
Ith month, 1675; died the 6th of the 12th 
month, 1688. 

Francis Scott, of Hambrid ge, for tithes, by 
James Strong, prieſt, in the 10th month, 1690; 
died the 12th of the gth month, 1693. 

Which is as far as I pretend to go at 

f preſent. In all — 15 

And there died priſoners upon truth's 

- . account, before I came to priſon, 21 

Of which the firſt, W. Tucker, of 

Naylſey, in 16 58, was a near rela- 
tion of mine. In all 3 


| 
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Bu! ING now at liberty, I proceeded to mar- 
riage with my dear Friend, Sarah Hurd, 
which was accompliſhed by taking each other 
as huſband and wife, in a public meeting ap» 
pointed on purpoſe, the 20th of the 3d month, 
1686. We lived at Long-Sutton, and kept 
on her trade for ſome time; and the Lord 
blefſed us together, and made us a comfort 
one to another; and a bleſſing ſhe was and 
hath been to me many ways, according to his 
. promiſe to me before, bleſſed be his name for 
all his mercies. And the Lord was wonder- 
fully good to me this ſummer, after my en- 
largement and marriage; and often appeared 
to me in meetings, and out of meetings in 
the fields, &c. which was very ſweet and 
comfortable to me; now I had the liberty 
to walk and meditate in them, which engaged 
my foul to the Lord, to feel his everlaſting 
love and preſence, fo to me and with me, 
in a married ſtate as well as in a ſingle, it 
was my great deſire before I was married, 
that nothing might divert or hinder me from 
the enjoyment of the Lord's preſence, which 
had been ſo with me in a fingle ftate; and 
in my impriſonment, to ſweeten every bitter 

cup, 225 make hard things eaſy; and which 
therefore I valued and prized above my chief. | 
ft j joy, and 92211 1 ſhall to my dying day. 
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.NOW 8 given ſome account of king 
James's Greg us out of priſon, I ſhall pr N 
his 


ceed a little further to give account o 


glanting liberty of conſcience, and the iſſue 


- of it, or what followed thereupon; and how 
5 afterwards it came to be confirmed in par- 


lament; and ſome other ſubſequent paſſages 


and things, I hope, not unneceſſary or un- 
worthy o the reader's peruſal. 


But firſt, as I have in the foregoing rela- 


tion. given account of the death of ſeveral 
eminent public friends, with ſome ſhort me- 


moirs of their lives, ſo 1 all proceed z 
there being ſeveral. deceaſed 1 is year; as 
obert Widder, Chriſtopher aylor, and 
omas Zachary, &c. which 1 all mention 


Ir 10 courſe, beginning with the laſt. oY: 


1. Thomas Zachary, of London, was born | 


10 the year 1622; and from his childhood, 


felt 2 ſeed of God working in him, which 
put him upon ſeeking the Fords and was 
very much preſerved thereb 7 from commit- 

g. groſs fins, and reproved for all ſin: and 
in this beginning, had much refreſhing from 


the witneſs of le in him; but when he en- 


tered upon worldly affairs, a cloud of dark- 


neſs compaſſed him about, and the earthly 
Ipirit began to work and "vail the life for a 
time. But after a while, the ſeed began to 
ſpring up again, and the earthly fire to a- 
bate, as that moved; ſo his e began 


. 
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as the light encreaſed, and the earthly. ape 
peared, which was ſtrong, but the light judg-. 
ed and condemned the evil; ſo that he often 
cried out of his burthen, to be delivered 
from the worldly ; and the occaſion and. 
temptations that drew out his mind, and 
wiſhed himſelf in a wood, or ſome retired 
place, where he might have but little con- 
verſe with men, being ſenſible of much weak 
neſs in him, m commerce and trading with 
them: and being under a law of juſtice in 
- himſelf, found, that moſt he dealt with were 
generally too hard for him, and oft deceryed 
him, and therefore had as little to do with 
them as he could, though he ſuffered in his 
eſtate by it; and ſeeing the higheſt profeſſors 
get into offices, he was tempted to deſire the 
ſame; but when he went about it, was aſhams 
ed to bow and court great men's favour, ang 
felt judgment for it; and could nat but re- 
joice, when he ſaw others fall thereby, that 
e Oo tt 
After ſome years following of public preachs 
ers and ordinances, he found à death pp 
him to them; obſerving pride and loftineſs in 
- miniſters, bearing too much authority over 
their hearers; and their taking tithes or other 
wages, did weaken his reſpect to them. And 
baptizing of children he ſaw to be a fooliſh 
and groundleſs thing; and that called the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, he ſaw idola- 
. ml Z 4 | try 
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* che receivers, | in putting off their hats, 
or iche them before their faces while they 
eat the bread, which he thought too much 
honour to the elements and ſhadows ; and 
that the faith of moſt profeſſors was too müch 
in the outward, and reached not to Chriſt. the 
Saviour, the life, the arm and power of God; 
not to Chriſt in ſpirit, but only in fleſh; and 
here was the downfal of all his religion, as 
it lay in the outward. | After this he entered 


| Into a wilderneſs condition, being dead to all 


outward means, and yet had little of inward 
life to ſuſtain him; yet had ſo much ſtrength 

iven, as to hold kim in expectation of fur- 

er life; and therefore followed ſuch as ſpoke 
of further diſcoveries, who were high, and 
poke of glorious things, but ſaw a corrupt 
ground in them: and that the fruit of their 
miniſtry was not ſo much for purgation, as 
elevation; and ſo many unclean ſpirits got 


into the height, and ſpoke excellent words, 


but lived in the unclean nature: and theſe 
were ſoon manifeſted to him not to. be the 
people of God. 

After this, he heard of a 00 th the 
north- called Quakers, who trembled at the 
word of the Lord in their meetings: An hum 
ble people, that did leave off all ſuperfluity in 


diet and habit, and whoſe converſations were 


honeft and ſtrict; and thought in himſelf, 
fee were the people of God. And hearing 
| 1 
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of "OM way of ſpeaking, he was the mare 
confirmed in that they did not go after the 
old road of taking a text formally, and ſteal 
the words of the prophets, Chriſt, or his apoſ- 
tles, but ſpoke as they were moved of the 
Lord: yet notwithſtanding his general aſſent 
to them when they came to London, in 1654, 
he feared to hear them; till through ſome out- 
ward trouble, his mind was ſomewhat broken, 
and he went to the Bull and Mouth; but his e- 
peCtation being to hear ſome: high matter, was 
- diſappointed, and the man that ſpoke ſeemed 
to him like a ruſhing wind that paſſed by, 
and he ſaw little in it; and ſo forbore for a 
while, and then went and heard them again, 
and felt an inward ground in them, which 
was ſafe and ſure; and found much life in 


them, and was thereby conſtrained to follow - 


them, being convinced of the power and truth 

of that ſpirit which guided them; and did 
conform in many things, as to habit and re- 
ſpect of perſons, and had the peace of it; but 
could not forbear the hat and common ſpeech 
to his friends and acquaintance, till further 
convincement as to the evil of theſe things ; - 
and then would have reaſoned as to their ing 
difference, and fo ſhunned the croſs; but felt 
a greater of inward trouble and judgment, 
and loſt his peace and comfort, till he bowed 
down to take up the croſs in thoſe things, 


thoug h counted fooliſh; which in his own wit- 5 


w_ he ſtumbled at, and made flight c of, as yea 
| and 
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and nay, thou and thee, to a ſingle perſons 
titles of honour, and the hat, though lit- 
tle things in themſelves, yet hard to him: 
and as he became obedient herein, he felt 
more ftrength and power, and real content 
ſprung up in him. And in the light and power 

_ of that ſpirit that had thus viſited * he 
waited to know the mind thereof farther; 
feeling himſelf not his own, but the Londa, 
to do — him what he pleaſed, and to re- 
quire what ſervice he 3 he ſhould be 
Willing to obey him; and if the Lord never 
ſhewed more of himſelf to him, or required 
more of him, he felt contentment in his 
Will.“ But as he _ in the truth, he came 
to receive a teſtimohy for it in life and POW» 

and Was impeiſp ned in Newgate, for 


th month, 1664; and again, from the ſame 
place, the 7th of the 6th month, ditto; and 
the 28th of the ſame, was committed from 
the Bull-and-Mouth, with many more, to 
Newgate: ſo he was three times imp 
in little more than a month's time. 

He had a country-houſe at e in 
Buckinghamſhire, where he ſometime twelt, 
And in the year 1670, after the conventicle 
act came in force, he was ſworn againſt by 
Lacy and Aris, two informers, befote Sir 


Thomas Clayton, that he and his wife were 
* gee his book, ee eee 


ar 


Fre of the Truth, &c 


ing at Wheeler-ſtreet, the 24th of the 


639 

at a meeting the 21ſt of the 6th month, at Jour- 
dans, when they were both in London at the 
fame time, on which the juſtice fined him 101. 
and rol. for his wife, and 10l. for a pretend- 
ed preacher, though there was none there that 
day; and iſſued out his warrant for levying 
the ſame on his goods. T. Zachary, on his 
return, was adviſed to appeal to the quartes- 
ſeſſions, which he did; but the juſtice being 
unwilling to loſe the fines, and the future 
ſervice of the informers, (if they ſhould be 
convicted of perjury) to protect them, charged 
Thomas that he ſuffered juſtly, who diſcourſ- 
ing the juſtice in defence of his innocency, he 
watching advantage, took occaſion of ſome 
expreſſion, as if he ſaid, the righteous are op- 
preſſed, and the wicked go unpuniſhed (which 
was too true if he had) pretending it was a 
reflection on the government, and a high 
miſdemeanor ; required ſureties of him, to an- 
ſwer it the next quarter-ſefſions; which he, 
knowing his innocency, refuſing, was ſent to 
Ayleſbury gaol, the juſtice hoping thereby to 
prevent the proſecution of the appeal : but 
friends, particularly T. Ellwood, took care of it; 
and at the next ſeſſions at Wickham, got four 
witneſſes to come from London, who proved 
T. Zachary and his wife to be in London all 
that day: the informers had ſworn they were 
at the meeting above twenty miles diſtant, 
$9 that, notwithſtanding all endeavours uſed 

| to 


to the contrary, the jury found them nat. 
guilty, on which the money depoſited for 
the fines at entering the appeal, ought to haye 
been returned; but they could never get but 
10l. of it, the clerk of the peace keeping the 
reſt, T. Zachary was alſo brought from 
Ayleſbury to Wickham, to receive his trial; 
and though no evil could be charged upon 
| him, yet juſtice Clayton, who committed him, 
being diſpleaſed to ſee the appeal go againſt 
them, and the eonviction he made ſet aſide, 
importuned the bench to remand him to pri- 
on till next ſeſſions (Was not this a rare juſ- 
tice). In the mean-time, T. Ellwood got an 
indictment drawn up againſt Aris and Lacy, 
For perjury, and delivered it to the grand jury, 
_ who found the bill; and on trial forced them 
to enter a traverſe to avoid going to gaol, 
(which would have fpoiled their informing 
trade) and was bound one for another, that 


they might do what miſchief they could till 


next ſeſſions, which was at Ayleſbury, where 
they were caſt for wilful perjury, and had 

been taken up, had they not fled from juſ- 
tice; but an order was directed to all mayors, | 
bailiffs, conſtables, &c. to take them up, which 
ſo terrified them, dreading a gaol, that being 


hop eleſs of carrying on their trade, they bo: 


pared Aris fled, and appeared no more in 
at country; and Lacy, lurked privily a- 
while, till hunger and want forced him out, 


ane 
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and put him on an adventure, the beſt le 
could take. He went to the gaol, where the 
innocent man ſuffered by his means, and caſt 
himſelf at his feet, confeſſing his fault, and 
begging forgiveneſs; which wrought ſo on the 
tender nature of the good man, as not only 
to forgive him, but to be his advocate to miti- 
gate the proſecution, which was conſented to 
as he behaved himſelf; at which the poor 
fellow was ſo overjoyed, that he returned to. 
- his family and labour with more indu 
than before: but ſo angry was the convictin 
Juſtice at the proſecution and loſs of the ſer- 
vice of thoſe honeſt men, (as the att 
Hitchcock of Ayleſbury, their advocate, ſaid 
a great lord called them, in a letter recom- 
mending to him the care and defence of them 
and their cauſe) that he got the oath of alle- 
glance tendered in court to T. Zachary, which 


he knew he would not take, becauſe he could 


not ſwear at all; by which ſnare he was kept 
in priſon a long time, I ag 28 0916 til the Ling 8 
3 in 1672. 

I knew him, and heard "He in meetin 
in London, in 1675; after which I do not 
find much to remark on him, but that he 
held his integrity to the laſt, and died in unity 
with friends, and peace with the Lord, the 
20th of the 4th month, 1686, about ſixty-fout 
years of age. 5 
2. In the 5th month, 1686, died that faith- | 

ful ſervant and handmaid of the Lord, Anne 
Whitchead, 


, 
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Whitehead, wife of Geo. Whitehead, of Lon- 
don; her maiden name was Anne Downer, 
and ſhe was born about the year 1623. She 
was religiouſly inclined, and ſought the Lord 
from her youth; following che beſt of men, 
and beſt of means, according to the diſpen- 
Ation of thoſe times; and when it pleaſed 
the Lord to viſit this nation with the ma- 
nifeſtation of his glorious truth, ſhe was 
called in the morning of that bleſſed day, 
and followed the 3 fully, through man; 
Jufferings and exerciſes; caſting away choke 
things to the moles and to the bats that were 
2s idols in her way. And growing in the 
truth, ſhe was ſoon raiſed to bear a teſtimony = 
to it; and travelled on foot in the ſervice, of 
at have 200: miles into the weſt, when George 
Fox was a priſoner at Launceſton. in Corn- 
wall, in the year 1656: and in that journey 
was inſtrumental in convincing many of the 
truth, (ſome of account in the world) and in 
-her return, did confirm and eſtabliſh ſeveral 
who were newly convinced. ' And about the 
year 1658, travelled ſouthward, and in the 
Ille of Wight. In 1662, ſhe married Benj. 
Greenwell, a grocer in _ Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, 
London; who dying, George Whitehead 
married her, the 13th of the 3d month, 1669. 
-She was a faithful-woman, and very ſervice- | 
able in the church, not only in reſpect to her 
miniſtry, but in taking care of the poor, wi- 
Aus, and orphans, that nothing might be 
: kchng ; : 
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lacking; viſiting the ſick, fatherleſs, and wi- 
dows, in their afflictions; a lively pattern of 
pure religion; a true nurſing mother, a mo. 
ther in Ifrael indeed; being helpful to many, 
tender to all, and ready to communicate; 
laying out herſelf for the good ef others, 
in which ſhe had few equals; ſo that it might 
be ſaid of her, though many daughters have 
done virtuoully, ſhe (in ſome reſpects) ex- 
4 ceeded them all,” Prov. xxxi. 29. and was 
indeed an extraordinary woman. I have ſeen 
her in meetings in London, in 1675, and, by 
what I then heard of her, thought her an or- 
nament to religion; and that her eonverſation 
adorned the goſpel and doctrine of God our 
Saviour, which ſhe not only preached, but 
was a chearful ſufferer for, when it fell to 
her lot. Thus ſhe continued, holding her 
integrity to the laſt; and bore a living teſti- 
mony to the truth, at the Bull-and-Mouth, 
but a few weeks before the died; and againſt 
the pride and vanity of ſome profeſſing truth, 
-<efpecially young people: and being taken ill, 
ſhe removed to Bridget Auſtill's at South- 
ſtreet, about ſix miles out of London, Where 
Teveral friends going to viſit her, the had 'many- 
ſweet expreſſions on her death-bed, and there 
"departed this life in peace with the Lord, the _ 
27th of the 5th month, 1686, about 63 years 
of age, leaving a fweet memorial behind hñer 
in the hearts of many whom ſhe had been 

| helpful 
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helpful to in counſel, exhortations, &c. of 
whom much might be ſaid; but I refer to the 
teſtimonies given forth by many friends con- 

cernng her, in the book es * Piety pro- 
_ *. moted by F aithfulneſs, printed the — | 
year in 8v0. .._ | 
This year (1686) alſo died, Chriſtopher | 
. Taylor, "org of T. Taylor afore-mentioned. 
le was born in Yorkſhire, I ſuppoſe, as his bro- 

ther was about Skipton, and was bred aſcholar 
and a miniſter; being a preacher among the bet- 
ter ſort in thoſe days, as his brother was, till they 
both received the truth, and then witneſſed 
the true call to the miniſtry, and were mini- 
ſters indeed, not by the will of man, but by 


the will of 3 He was convinced of the 


bleſſed truth about: the ſame time as his bro- 
ther was, by George Fox, when he came into 
MWeſtmoreland in the year 1652; and coming 
into obedience to it, he, with his brother, Was 
| ſoon raiſed up to bear a teſtimony to it; and 
ſent forth, with many others, about this time, 

| to declare it. And travelled in many places 
of the nation; but was ſoon after impriſoned 
at Appleby in Weſtmoreland, for his teſti- 
mony to truth, in the year 1654, being com- 
mitted by Thomas Burton, called a juſtice, 
for ſpeaking the word of the Lord to his 
.prieft, in the ſteeple-houſe yard, as he was 
— commanded; where he remained. under cruel 
= lufferings 


| ſufferings 100 inhuman def ibo two yeats, 
and writ a book, dated the 3oth of the '5th- 
month, 1655, wherein he ſaid he had then re- 
mained a priſoner above one whole year, and 
do not find but he did till 1656, when his 
book was printed, entitled, The Whirlwind 
_ © of the Lord gone forth as a fiery flying 
Roll, with an Alarm ſounded againſt the 
Inhabitants of the North Country; - being 4 f 
Fore warning to all the Rulers in Englan 
of the mighty and terrible Day of the Lord. 
which ſhall overtake the Wicked; but eps 
cially to the perſecuting Rulers, Prieſts, and 
People, in the County of Weſtmoreland; 
and to many of them in particular by name, 
and to the town of Appleby. And by ſome 
other papers, which I find of his in print, as 
A Warning from the Lord to this Nation; 
and another, Warning to the Town of Ap= 
pleby; I am made to think he was a pri 
ſoner longer there. He afterwards kept a 
noted boarding-ſchool for children, Dork: and 
girls, at Waltham- Abbey, in Eſſex, about 
twelve miles from London, where he writ, 
A Faithful and True Witneſs: to the Light 
* of 1 Chriſt, and An Epiſtle to Friends, 
1675; and was at Briſtol about 1678. 
There was a wonderful appearance of God, 
and breakings forth of his power among 
his ſcholars in the year 1679, of which he, 
Vs Aa : | and 
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and 3 of the teachers, &c. publiſhed A 


© Teſtimony of the Lord's —— and bleſſed 
er in and amongſt Children, that 
My His wife, Frances, having alſo a pub- 
c teſtimony. He afterwards removed with 
his ſchool to Edmonton, in Middleſex, where 
his chief aſſiſtant, or-uſher, John Matern died; 
à faithful man, in 1680. And in the year 


1681, he wrote An Epiſtle of Caution to 


© Friends,” in relation to W. Rogers, &c. 
And in 168 2, {ſomething in anſwer to two 
malicious libels of W. 4 1 &c. But af- 
terwards leaving his ſchool to George Keith, 
he removed GR thence about the year 108 3, 
with his wife to Pennſylvania; where ſhe died 


a faithful woman in the year 1685, and hea 
faithful man the next year, 1686, and | were 


both buried at Philadelphia. 
4. William Carter, of Cumberland, died 
alſo this year; he was a very honeſt innocent 
man, _ before and after he received the 
truth, (though that much improved him) for 
he was inclined to ſeek after the Lord from 
His young years, and in the time of his former 


| Profeſſion of God and Chriſt. Before he came 
to receive the knowledge of the truth, he was 
Zealous and honeſt according to what he knew, 
and did exceed many profeſſing people at that 
time, in an honeſt life and godly converſa- 

tion; yet could not find durable ſatisfaction | 


* 


* *+71\ N 


called Quakers? The other anſwered, v 


„5 
to his ſoul in a bare profeſſion ; ſaying, 
There was a narrower way to the kingdom | 


of heaven than that. And it pleaſed the 


Lord to ſhew him that way, and to viſit him 


in his tender age, even in an acceptable day, 
Which by him was never to be forgotten; 


wherein the Lord was pleaſed to ſet the wa 
of life and death before him; and, throug 


the goodneſs of God, he, with Mary, . 


the better part, ien was never to be taken 
from him: For being at Pardſhaw meeting, 
as he returned home with another man, he 


aſked him, How he liked this people, in ſcorn 


well. William replied, He was then fatisfi wy | 
for religion for ever; for, ſaid he, it is the 


light of Chriſt within, that muſt be our 


Aer and leader; ; for they who believe 
in, and obey. Chriſt, the light of life, taking 

up the croſs to ſelf, come to witneſs. true 
peace with God. And the Lord was pleaſed ” 
to call him forth into the work of the mini- 
ſtry; and it was a great mercy and bleſſing to 
many, when the Lord raiſed him up to bear 
a faithful teſtimony for the Lord and his 
truth among friends in that dark corner where 
he lived, the weſt ſide of Cumberland; be- 


56 ing one of the firſt that was cone of. 


truth in that part, and gave up his houſe for 


| friends to meet in; and was inſtrumental to 
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chat place; and did bear a faithful teſtimonx 
for God in many parts of England, where the 
Lord was pleaſed to order 1 5 And alſo in 
Scotland 25 Ireland; in the laſt of which he 
travelled with Peter Fearon, and had good 
ſervice, being made inſtrumental for 8 to 
many; but contracted a diſtemper there, e 
he returned with in the 5th month this year; 
and not long after had a deſire to go to Tho- 
mas Lower's, at Marſh-Grange in Lancaſhire, 
about 20 miles from his own home, to take 


_  Jome phyſic of the doctor. But he not being re- 
leaſed from his long impriſonment in Cornwall, 


Milliam delayed it for ſome time, till he heard 
of his return home, and then went in great 
weakneſs and difficulty over the ſands, | where 
he was. kindly received; and Margaret Fox, 
James Lancaſter, and ſeveral other friends, 
came to fee him: but in about a week after 
he came thither, he finiſhed” his courſe, and 
breathed his laſt ; laying down his head in 
peace with, the Lord, and entering into his 
reſt, the 14th of the gth month, 1686. See 
« The Memory of William Carter revived.” 
F. I ſhall conclude this year, 1685, with 
the death of another faithful ſervant of God, 
and none of the leaſt in travels and ſuffer- 
ings, viz. Robert Widders, of Kellet, in Lan- 
caſhire. He was born in Upper-Kellet, in 


the ſaid county, of Waal ſubſtantia pareny- 
age, 
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age, about the year 1618, and was a eber 


after the Lord, and the knowledge of his way, 


but wandered, from mountain to hill, and 


could find no reſt nor ſatisfaction to his ſoul, 


till it pleaſed the Lord to ſend his ſervant, 


George Fox, into thoſe parts, Who informed 
his mind, and turned him to the light of 
Chriſt Jeſus in his inward parts, which was 
comfort to him who had long fat in darkneſs; 


and ſo he was convinced of God's pure eter- 


nal truth, in the year 1652. And in the year 
"1653, he; and George Fox, and James Lan- 
caſter, went into Cumberland; and he and: J. 


| Lancaſter went to Emelton ſteeple-houſe, and | | 


ſpoke to the prieſt and people: and next firſt- 


day he was moved to go to Coldbeck ſteeple- 
4 and ſpoke. to prieſt Hutton; and the 
rude people, his hearers, threw. him down, 


and dragged him out into the yard, and 
threw him on the ground, and punched and 


beat him till the blood guſhed out of his 
mouth, and he lay for dead ſome time; but a 
woman took pity on him, and held up his 
head till his breath and life came again. And 


the Lord upheld and ſtrengthened him, that 


the ſame day in the afternoon he went ſeven 


miles to Ackton ſteeple-houſe, and ſpoke. to 
prieſt Nichols, bidding him come down, fox 


the hand of the Lord was againſt him; and 
one William Briſco, a juſtice, being preſent, 


commanded the conſtable to ſecure him; an 
En NEW $i  ahierwards 
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Akterwards etabitned him in the prieſt's houſe; 


who ſeemed to flatter and fawn on Robert; 


but he told him the ſpirit of perſecution 


lodged in him: the prieft faid nay, he was no 
ſuch man; but preſently told the juſtice (falſly) 
that Robert had ſtole his horſe, and that he 


_ +» could find in his heart to be his executioner 


with his own hands. Did I not tell thee, 


ſaid Robert, the ſpirit of perſecution lodged 


in thee ? So the juſtice Made a Argent to 
ſend him to Carlifle gaol; and after he had 
given it to the conſtable, he called Robert be- 
fore him again, afid aſked by what power he 
tame to ſeduce and bewitch people, He told 
him, he came not to ſeduce atid bewitch 
people, but in the power of God, which 
Mould make him and all the powers of the 
earth bend and bow before it. And as he 
ſpoke, the dread and terror of the Lord took 
hold on the juſtice, that he called for the warrant 
again, and cauſed the conſtable to ſet Robert 
on a moor, near niglit; ; and ſo the Lord de- 
livered him at that time, But not long after- 
Wards he was moved of the Lord to 28 to the 

faid Ackton ſteeple-houſe again, where the 
faid juſtice Briſco had power to ſend him to 
the 15 gaol at Carliſle; where he lay 
in the dungeon among thieves a long time, 


-and never came out night nor day, till he was 


releaſed. Theri he went to Lamplough ſtee⸗ 
house and ſpoke to the prieſt and people; 


and 
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and they were very rude, and tore the 1 
off his head, and rent his coat, And in the 


afternoon, the ſame day, he went to another 


ſteeple-houſe two miles from thence, and 
ſpoke to the prieſt, but he went away, and 
would not ſtay. 75 | 42 
In the year 1654, he was ſued to an outs. 
lawry by prieſt Schoolcraft, of Caton in Lan- 
caſhire, for tithes; and by a writ caſt into 
Lancaſter caſtle, where he remained a priſoner: 
a year and a half, and then was freed by ſus. 
perſedeas, and the farmer of the outlawry came 
and made diſtreſs for a fine. He was out- 
lawed a ſecond time, but the prieſt died; ſo 
that came to nothing. And after that, one 
William Atkinſon, tithe- farmer, fued him at 
common law, for ſeveral years tithes, and had 
judgment for 10l. and took goods to the va 
lue of 121. 
In the year 16 57, he travelled with George 
Fox into Scotland, and went to the ſteeple- 
Houſe in New Muckland, and was baniſhed 
out of Johnſton with Georg e Fox: and as he 
came back, was at a Ns e. in Northum- 
berland, and ſpoke to the people; and one 
Henry Harbuttle and his wife were con- 
vinced, And in Biſhoprick he was at ſeveral 
ſteeple-houſes. And in Biſhop-Aukland, ſpeak- 
ing in the town, the people ſtoned him, and 
bruiſed his head very fore. And likewiſe in 
Yorkſhire was at a ſteeple-houſe near Skipton, 
Aa 4 an 
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and Pole to FP Webſter, who” "Kay whe 


parly convinced of truth, but proved falſe to 
: he alſo ſpoke to the people, and to one 
juice Coats, a moderate man then preſent, 
aud directed them to the word of God in the 
Heart; and then went to a moor- ſide, where 
a few friends were garhered together, and 
fat down among them; and immediately it 
roſe in him, that juſtice Coats would ſend for 
him: and preſently came many horſemen and 
- foot, and faid he muſt go before the Juſtice,” 
EO Tr, told him, he had broken the law, in di- 
ſtürbing the miniſter, and he might ſend him 
to gaol. Robert anſwered, dend me if thou 
dareſt; to that of God in thy conſcience am I 
made "mnife. The juſtice ſaid, I neither 
dare nor will; ſo took him by the hand, and 
told him, he might take his own time. He 
Was alſo at ſeveral ſteeple-houſes in Lanca- 
ire, as Warton, Halton, Kellet, and Ark 
holm chapel, where the Cedble were like to 
fight; and he called to the prieſt to come and 


take them up, for they were in the dogs na- 
ture. And in the aflize time, at Lancaſter, 


he went and ſpoke to the prieſt, as he was 
preaching before the judges; and he was 
mitten, and they gs N „ and the ae 
hurried out, be 

He was ſeveral times a priſoner at Ja: 


ne for his teſtimony ; and travelled pr ey]. | 


neh ien Miles ans, in Cumberland, 
N orchumberland, | 
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and alſo with]. Laser; (who was alſo a faiths | 
ful miniſter). in thoſe countries, and Scotland 


and ſeveral other parts of England, and to the 

city of London. And alſo With the ſaid J. 
Lancafter and G. Fox in America, about the 
year 1670 


to Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey, Long-Ifland; News 


| York, and ſo by ſeveral lands Rhode-Iſſand 


and New England. where they had many pre- 


eious meetings and after that „with much dif- + 
-ficulty returned through the wilderneſs, lodg- 
mg among the Indians, and ſavage creatures, 


who made a hideous noiſe at them when they 
kindled fires in the night; and paſſed through 
ſome: part” of Pennſylvania, as | now called, 


where were ſome Danes and Swedes, WhO 


entertained them civilly; and ſo to Maryland 


and Virginia again, and had good ſervice 
there, where many were turned from their 
dumb idol ſhepherds to the living God: and 
after they had done their En e ane X 
Ran thence to England. e 0, 
And in the year 1678, and 1683, he was: 
fued for tithe-corn and hay, by James Green= 
wood of Bolton, who got treble damage on 


him; and took goods from him, at three ſe- 
veral times, to the value of 1321. 118. fo that 


he' a in- all for Mk with the above, 
6 yy * 


| rriving at Barbadoes, and from 
thence paffed to Jamaica; thence to Virginia 
and Maryland, and ſo through the wilderneſs: 


2 
— 
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F 
id, 1441. 118. He ſuffered alſo in the years 
1683 and 1684, for Sundays ſhillings, (ſo 
called, for abſence from church, 10s. And 
on the conventicle act, in the year 1684, he 
having a peaceable meeting at his own houſe, 
juſtice Bindleſs ſent the officers of Over-Kellet 
with a warrant, requiring friends to go before 
him, which they did; who fined Robert 20h, 
for his houſe, and himſelf and wife, 58. each, 
for being at the meeting; for which the ſaid 
officers, Richard Gibſon, &c. came with a 
warrant from the ſaid juſtice, the 26th of the 
th month, and demanded the ſaid fines of 
Robert ; which he refuſing to pay, they made 
diftreſs of his goods, to the value of 221. 78. 
And for ſeveral other meetings the ſame year, 
he was fined by the faid juſtice, &c. and di- 
ſtrained, moſtly by the ſame officers, of goods 
to the value of 1 51. 1 18. odd money. In all, for 
meetings, upwards of 4371. I 8 8. which with , 
the tithes, &c. amounted to about 1831. 
Many ſufferings, trials, and exerciſes, he 
went through, outwardly and inwardly, being 
à valiant man for God and his truth; a grave 
ſolid man, and had a great diſcerning of ſpi- 
rits, and was ſharp againſt deceit and hypo- 
criſy. He was very ſerviceable in the church 
and amongſt friends, and much' beloved by 
them (as appeared by the many teſtimonies - 
concerning him) for his uprightneſs and inte- 
Frity, which he held faſt to the end of his 
5 days, 
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days, dying in peace with the Lord, at his 
own houſe in Over-Rellet, the 2oth of the 
firſt month, 1686, or 4, about 68 years old. 

But now to come to the time of liberty 
of conſcience, and how it was firſt granted. 
The 4th of the 2d month, 1687, king James 
put forth his long-looked for and long-talked 
of declaration to all his loving fubjects, for 


liberty of conſcience: * That from henceforth * 


© the execution of all, and all manner of 

nal laws, in matters eccleſiaſtical, for not 
coming to church, of not receiving the ſa- 
crament, or for any other non-conformity 
to the religion eſtabliſhed ; or for, or by 
reaſon of, the exerciſe of religion in any 
manner whatſoever, be immediately fu 
pended,” &c. Whereby we, and other dif- 
ſenters, were freed from perſecution. for our 
non- conformity; and had liberty to meet to- 
gether to worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, 
according to Chriſt's direction, and bur own 
perſuaſions, without incurring the fines and 
- penalties for the ſame, as we had done; and 
for which we had ſuffered ſo much, by fines and 
impriſonments, in king Charles IId's reigny 
by envious juſtices and wicked informers, 
nd therefore were glad to be eaſed in that 
reſpect; though it did not come forth in the 
way we could have wiſhed for, viz. by king 
and parliament, which would have been more 
acceptable than the granting it by virtue of 


the prerogative, But the parliament from 
| the 


” +2 2:72 


che beginning of king Charles's time, would 


never conſent to liberty of conſcience, but 
_ declared poſitively againſt it in 1662, and 
alſo recalled the king's declaration of in- 
dulgence in 1672, and voted it illegal; and 
for a dozen years ſince could never agree 
on it in parliament: though IL have heard 
there was once a bill in the houſe for it, 
but loſt I know not how. And there- 
fore we could do no leſs than accept of it 
now, and be thankful to God and the king 
for it, however granted, as that which was 
right in itſelf, and made way for the eſtabliſh- 
ing it in parliament when king William came; 
and in the mean time we generally enjoyed 
our meetings peaceably; and if it was more 
in favour to his own party than us, we, and 
other diſſenters, had the benefit of it. But 
the old perſecuting party, whoſe hands were 
thereby tied up, that they could not ſpoil their 
neighbours as heretofore, and ride, whip, and 
ſpur over diſſenters as they uſed to do, were 
diſguſted at it, and ſome writ againſt it; but 
the more moderate part, even of the church 
of England, favoured it, and wiſhed it con- 
firmed in parliament, And many books and 
pamphlets were written and publiſhed againſt 
the penal laws and teſts, in vindication of the 

repealing them, and the king's diſpenſing 5 i 
er; which I hope had ſome good effect for pro- 
5 men liberty of conſcience, an all 9 tha 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit of perſecution, which could: never re- 


vive again to its former height, though ſome ri 1 
had endeavoured it ſince. But the diſguſt in- 


ereaſed againſt the king thereupon, of which. 
| hereafter. 

In the th month this year, 1687, I and 
my wife going to Briſtol fair as uſual, our 
friend William Penn' being there, where were 


mighty meetings, notwithſtanding the late 


8 


perſecution in that city: I never knew greater 


though I had been acquainted with them, 
and frequented them at times, when at liber- 


„for about ſixteen years, even from the 


Une of the building the great meeting-houſe 
there. People flocked to them like doves to 
the windows; which I note to ſhew the inef- 


fectualneſs of perſecution, and that it never 


attains its end. And as we returned, he and 
Francis Stamper had a great meeting at Chew, 


under Richard Vickris's great oak in his cloſe; 
a large and heavenly meeting it was, many 


friends and others of the country round being 
there, and the more, for that it was the firſt- 
time, as I remember, that ever William Penn 
was in our country. So we returned home to Fi 
Long-Sutton, and lived in much peace and love 


together; and the Lord was wonderfully good 
to me as in times paſt, and often appeared to 
me in his everlaſting love; and his living pre- 
ſence was with me in meetings and out of 


rigs, 1 waited 3 in faithfulneſs upon 
him, | 


him, whoſe love 3 me to walk bes 
fore him in great nearneſs, humility, and 
eircumſpection; and engaged my ſoul to praiſe 
and adore his great name, in return of all his 
mercies ; and I witneſſed the words of the 
plalmiit made good, Thy people ſhall. be 
Willing in the day of thy power, they ſhall 
e worſhip thee in the beauty of holineſs, 
from the womb of the morning,” Pſ. cx. 3J- 
and without boaſting, could ſay, thou haſt the 
dew. of thy youth ; for which, let my ſoul _ 
bleſs and praiſe his holy name for ever. 
This year, 1 687, died, Amariah Drewet, 
of Cirenceſter in Glouceſterſhire, who bore 
a. faithful teſtimony for the Lord, and was 
valiant for the truth; and a man of account 
amongſt friends, who after he knew the truth, 
was a lover of it, and all the upright heart- 
ed who lived in it: A preacher of righte- 
8 ouſneſs in his life and converſation where he 
F lived; being faithful in his day, and turned 
8 not his back in the time of ſuffering, but 
chearfully was given up; and rather bleſſed 
" the Lord that he was found worthy to be 
one of that number, to have his faith tried 
before the Lord and his perſecutors; often 
= deſiring the Lord to forgive them, that they 
might ſee the evil of their ways : and repent, 
” that they might find favour with him. He 
© Was a Tn! man, and hated all de- 
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the true plainneſs and ſimplici of the truth. 
He was a tender huſband and father, even to 
thoſe who were not his own children; - and 
. was open-hearted, kind, courteous, and ten- 
der to all. His heart and houſe were-open 
to receive the Lord's meſſengers and mini- 
ſters, who travelled in his work and ſervice 
deſiring much their company, and entertain= 
ing them chearfully. He was attended with 
great ſufferings in the laſt perſecution, which 
was very hot and violent in the town of 
Cirenceſter, the place of his abode; but he 
ſtood ſtedfaſt in his teſtimony, and was hold 
for the truth, notwithſtanding the rage and fury 
of their periecutors, which was great againſt 
friends there for ſeveral years, of which he 
had his ſhare, both by impriſonment and loſs. 
of goods. He had his doors broke, and his 
goods: ſeized ſeveral times, till they bad raken 
all that was in the houſe: Gr the officers 
returned anſwer to the juſtice, that there was no- 
thing more to be had: but he bore all with pa- 
tience, and kept conſtantly to meetings. Ang 
when the meeting-houſe doors were nailed 
up, and friends kept out in the yard, he was 
not ſlack in coming to aſſemble with them; 
and ſometimes kept meetings in his ho 
though the juſtices themſelves did frequently 


viſit their meetings for ſeveral years toge- 


ther. But theſe ſufferings which he under» 
Deut did not Barts him; 3 but * We 


_- 
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and holy confidence he bore 15 teſtimony for 
the truth, and againſt his perſecutors urictirif, 
tian proceedings ; and often adviſed them to 
ceale from perſecution. And ſo cleared him- 
ſelf to them, and left it at their doors, and the 
"Ine to the Lord. And by the mighty power 
of God, he was preſerved through all his ſuf- 
ferings of impriſonment and ſpoil of goods, 
though great, which he bore with much chear- 


fFulneſs; and ſtood ſtedfaſt without wavering 


to the end. On the 1ith of the 7th month 
this year (1687) he was taken ill of a fever, 
and had many good and comfortable expreſ- 
ſions in the time of his ſickneſs, of his peace 
and ſatisfaction: and on the 2 5th of the ſame, 
_ departed this life. See done teſtimonies of 
Bis life, 5 and N printed che ſame 
Ear” 
= This year (1687) alſo died thoſe two falths 
ful labourers in the goſpel. of Chriſt, Roger 
Longworth and James Harriſon, both of Bol- 
'ton-in-Moors, in Lancaſhire ; and both great 

travellers at home and abroad. in the ſervice 
of truth, and for the ſpreading and propaga- 
tion of it. I knew them both, but cannot\lay 
much of them for want of memoirs, only that 
they were able miniſters of the goſpel ; and 
laboured much in it for the gathering people 
do it, and building up of friends in the moft 
holy faith to the laſt. They both died in 
- * Roger came thither from Bar- 
badoes 
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badoes in the 3d month this year, and there 
died, and was buried the 8th of the 6th 
month; ; and James arrived there in the year 
168, or 1682, and died in the 8th month, 
being buried there the 8th of the ſame, 168% 
And the ſame day alſo was buried, Thomas 
Langhorne of Weſtmoreland, a faithful, ſer- 
vant and labourer in the work of the Lord; 
of whom I cannot ſay much neither, for the 
reaſon aboveſaid, though I knew him (ſeeing 
and hearing him once at Briſtol, about the 
year 1676 or 1677). He was a powerful mi- 
niſter of the 6 oth and had a very ſound 


living and effectual teſtimony for convincing 


people of the truth, and ſtrengthening them 
that had believed in it. He and Thomas 


Carleton, another faithful friend, of Cumber- 
land, who ſuffered many years impriſonment 


at Carliſle, for his teſtimony againſt tithes: 
and wrote a notable book, entitled, The 
© Captive's Complaint, or the Priſoner's Plea 

ag Anſt the burthenſome and contentious 


0 Title of Tithes: printed, 1668. I fay, I. 


Langhorne and he writ a brave lively teſ- 
timony in verſe, concerning Francis Howgill, 
who died a. priſoner on præmunire, at Ap- 
pleby, in 1668: which is prefixed to his works 


ehus: 2 


BY: May 


* 


in folio, printed 1676; which "Pole + bi ; 


( 370 ) 


May we lament for the death of any man, 


Whoſe days, and years, and life, is as a ſpan: 
Then ſure for this, our friend that's NOW re- 
mov d, 

Who was ſo univerſally belov d, &c. 


The faid Tho. Langhorne afterreants went 


to Pennfylvania, (which bereaved England 
of a great many good friends) where he ar- 
rived about the year 1686; and ſo was there 
but about a year before he died, being buried 
_ the 8th of the 8th month, 1687. 

The 27th of the 2d month called April, 
1688, king James republiſhed his declaration 
for liberty of conſcience, to ſhew, chat he was 
firm and conſtant in his reſolutions, and that 
his intentions were not changed ſince he iſ- 
ſued it out; to excite his ſubjects to join in it, 
and to choofe ſuch members of parliament, as 


might do their part, to finiſh (z. e. confirm) 


what he had begun; ſignifying he reſolved to 
call a parliament to meet in November next 
at fartheſt, with an order of council annexed 
of the ath of May, for reading his declara- 
tion in Al churches and chapels (ſo called) 
throughout this kingdom: and ordering the 
biſhops to ſend and diſtribute the declaration 


throughout their ſeveral dioceſſes, to be read 


accordingly ; which they generally refuſed to 
do, ing it was T0 though others 
. 25 thought 
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Mc it was becauſe they were againſt l- 


berty of conſcience: and ſeven of them peti - 


tioned tlie king, not to inſiſt on the diftribu- 
tion and reading his declaration, 


that their great averſeneſs to the difiribution 


and publication of it in their churches, pro- 
eeeded neither from any want of duty and 
obedtence to his Majeſty, nor yet from any 
want of due tenderneſs to diſſenters, but be- 


cauſe it was founded upon ſuch a diſpenſing 
power, as had been often declared illegal in 


parliament ; and particularly in the years 


1662, 1672, &c, Whieh the king reſented, 


and ſent them to the tower for refufing ta 
obey his order; and cauſed them to be tried 


on it in Weſtminſter-Hall; which exaſperated 


the church party the more againſt the ap Pate 
though they were acquitted. And many books 
and pamphlets were writ, pr 
it, as well as concerning the penal laws and 
teſts ; to one of which, called A New Teſt 

in lieu of the Old One; propoſing an oathe 
or "oaths, inſtead of the teft, for parliament- 


men, be, I writ an anſwer, entitled, The 


Altar of Baal thrown down, and an Ephod 


* ſet up, become a Snare, to thew the ill con- 
ſequence of pulling down one, and ſetting, um 


another as bad; not againſt the repeal, eſpe- 
cially of the penal laws, but what he would 
ſet up in lieu of the teſts. I ſent it to a book- 
n but it being 


B b 2 againſt 
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againſt the current of the times, it was not 


printed. 
About ts time died that faithful ſervant 


and handmaid of the Lord, Rebecca Travers, 
of London; a woman of account, who had a 


public teſtimony. She was born about the year 
1609, and had a religious education; and had 


been a zealous profeſſor among the Baptiſts, 


as appears by the ſequel: and was convinced 


of the truth by James Naylor; being invited 


by her fiſter (M. Booth, I ſuppoſe) to hear 
him diſpute with the Baptiſts, at the Glaſs- 
houſe in Broad-ſtreet, in the year 1654, the 
firſt year that he and others came to the city; 


when there was much running to and fro, 
and an increaſe of knowledge, and a thirſt- 
ing in many thouſands, for the breaking 


forth of the day of ſalvation, and fulfilling 
of the promiſes. -' She had heard of a people 
in the north, called Quakers ; and that they 


differed from all people in their cuſtoms, man- 


ners, and carriage; and appeared very un- 


comely in their behaviour and expreſſions, to 


thoſe who were in love with the honour and 


riches of this world; ſo that they | ſeemed 


NE worthleſs, uncivil, tu unwiſe at that day to 
her, and all that counted themſelves ſaints, 


but ſought the world and the glory of it; 
and would fain have been thought the only 
Chriſtians, and would have enjoyed this world 


1 ee as they" could, 5 and the kingdom of 


heaven 
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heaven afterwards. And they underſtood the 
Quakers did not only ſtrike at their outward 


the fleſh, &c. but denied their worſhip, teach- 
ers, &c. which made not only the rich and 
high, but the religious to fly from them. And 
ſome propheſied, how ſuddenly in one year 
their name would ceaſe; ſo there was little to 
encourage any to go to hear ſuch a people, to 
whom none could join. But who could give 
up all this, and be content to ſuffer affliction, 
reproaches, and ſhame, for the hope which 
was not ſeen? yet the power which deſcended 
and viſited many, made willing thereto, and 
brought to a thirſting and longing after the 
bread of life, and to inquire. after him whom 
their ſouls loved. And in this deſire, or cu- 
rioſity, ſhe went to hear J. Naylor diſpute 


glory, and called to a denial of the luſts k 


with the Baptiſts, and would have been glad 5 


to have heard the Baptiſts get the victory: 
but when ſhe came, it proved quite contrary, 
for the countryman ſtood up on a form over 
againſt the Baptiſts; and they were ſo far from 
getting the victory, that ſhe could feel his 
words ſmote them: that one or two of them 
confeſſed they were ſick, and could hold it no 
longer; and the third beſet him with ſuch 
confidence, as if he would have carried all be- 
fore him, but ſhamed himſelf in bringing 
ſcriptures that turned againſt him. And the 
Was * and aſhamed, that a Quaker 

Bb 3 mould 
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ſhould exceed the learned Baptiſts ; which 
brought her low, and made her deſire to hear 
Him, which: ſhe did-ſoon after, at the Bull-and- 
Mouth: and was fo convinced, that when the 
came home, ſhe could not but declare, that if 
| the had lived in the apoſtles days, ſhe could 
not have heard truth more plainly, nor in 
greater power and demonſtration of the ſpirit, 
| than ſhe had that day; and from that time 
Kept to meetings, thaugh not a Quaker in a 
day or a month, being not ſo eaſy an attain- 
ment, finding many things to be removed: 
die Grad — invited her to dinner 
with J. Naylor, and others. One called a 
' gentleman, who had run through all profeſ- 
Tons,” and had high notions, put many cu- 
rious queſtions to J. Naylor, which he anfwer- 
ed with great wiſdom; but not ſo plainly, as 
ſhe would-have had him, becauſe ſhe coveted 
to know hidden things: on which J. Naylor, 
ing his hand over the table, and 
her by the hand, ſaid, Feed not on knowledge, 
it is as truly forbidden to thee, as ever it was 
to Eve: To is good to look upon, but not to 
feed on; for who feeds on knowledge, dies 
to the innocent life: which he ſpoke in pow- 
er, and was received by her as he word of 
truth; and ſhe found it ſo in the deepeſt trials. 
Her acceſs to the throne of grace was, as in 
the innocency ſhe could approach; and the 
more wh came to be or er of 1 
a IN ledge, 
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ledge, &c. the more ſhe came to 1 that in- 
nocent pure life, that was before tranſgreſſion 

was; and this, with the power and holy ſelf- 
denial, ſhe beheld in J. Naylor in thoſe days, 
made her value him, and attend on him in his 


greateſt ſufferings; and ſhe came to e R 


teſtimony to bear for the truth. | 

And in the year 1659, ſhe was moved of 
the Lord to go to the ſteeple-houſe, called St. 
John Evangeliſt's, where ſhe had attended ma- 
ny years; and aſking the prieſt a queſtion (after 
he had ended) in moderation and fear; not to 
diſturb, as ſhe told him, but for edification, 
viz. Whether the ſcripture more plentifully 


declares of any one thing, than that for ido- 8 


latry God brings wrath and vengeance upon 
nations, people, and perſons: but he haſting 

away, (as hirelings uſed to do) his people fell 
on her as ſo many devouring wolves, railing, 
tearing, thruſting, haling, and puſhing her 
down ſeveral times, and no hand to help the 
innocent, or tongue to plead her cauſe; pris 
ſome nearly related to her ſtood by. And the 

afterwards writ a book, for thoſe that met to 
worſhip at the ſaid ſteeple-houſe, wherein ſhe 
declares, That though ſhe had been a reader 
of the ſcriptures from a child of {1x years old, 
as conſtantly as moſt; yet when, by the p power 
of the eternal goſpel, ſhe was turned from 
darkneſs to light, the ſaw things unutter- 
able; and the ſcriptures, that in her dark 
A B b + | mind 
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mind ſhe had ſo often turned, was now 
another thing in her eye, and plain, as 
ſhe came to learn of that ſpirit which gave 
them forth. And ſome other books and pa- 
: Pers ſhe writ; as, A Teſtimony. concerning 
* the Light and Life of Jeſus the true Foun- 
dation, in 1663; and, A Teſtimony for 
BY God $:everlaſting Truth, &c. 1669. She 
Was committed to priſon (Newgate) with ma- 
ny more, for meeti ng at the Bull-and-Mouth, 
the 21iſt of the 6th month, 1664, by Richard- 
Brown, &c. alſo the 11th of the 10th month, 
from the Bull-and-Mouth to Newgate, by John 
Lawrence, mayor, &c. And again, the 12th 
of the-12th month, for declaring the truth at 
the Bull-and-Mouth, three times in one year; 
and the 12th of the 4th month, 1670, for de- 
claring at the Peel; committed with others to 
Newgate, fined 58. a-piece, and diſcharged. 
I knew her, and heard her at the Bull-and- 
Mouth, in 1675; and ſhe continued a faithful 
woman to the truth aſterward to the laſt, as 
far as ever I heard, though ſhe met with ſome 
exerciſes. in her latter days. She lived to a 
great age, and died in peace, the 15th of the 
48th month 1688, aged about 79 years. 
Io days after died that ancient ſuffering 
ſerrant of God, -and+ miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
William Dewſbury of whom, though I have 
mentioned vans ex in the beginning of this 
| gable, in n to his impriſonment at 
ett Warwick, 


* 
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Warwick, yet I cannot but give ſome further 


account of him, being ſo eminent in his day. 
He was born in the Eaſt-Riding of Yorks .- 
ſhire, and bred moſtly to keeping of ſheep, 
till he was about thirteen years of age, and 
then was put an apprentice to a clothier at 
Holdbeck, near Leeds; and was a zealous fol- 
lower of the prieſts, but had not ſatis faction 
in himſelf, ſtill wanting peace with God; un- 
der the exerciſe of which he was brought ſo 
low, that he could hardly perform his bufineſs, 

till the wars broke out, and then he joined - 
with them that ſaid they fought for the goſ- 
pel; but found them as ignorant as others, 
what the goſpel was. Then he heard there 

was a reformed church in Scotland, and tra- 
velled to Edinburgh, but found little but for- 
mality there. Then he returned into Eng- 
land again, and went amongſt the Independ- 
ents and Anabaptiſts, but could not join with 
them, for his foul wanted the teſtimony of 


God's love, which the Lord ſhewed him could | 


not be obtained in outward obſervations. Then 
his mind was turned within by the power of 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord came 
unto him, ſaying, Put up thy ſword into thy. 
ſcabbard ; if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my ſervants fight; and ſaw that 
his enemies were within, and ſpiritual; and that 
| bis weapons againſt'them muſt be ſpiritual, to 
wit, the power o God, Then he could na 
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„ 
longer fight with a carnal weapon, ſo he put 
up his ſword, and leſt the army. Then he 

returned to his outward habitation and call- 
ing, labouring with his hands; his mind be- 
ing turned within to wait upon the Lord in 
the way of his judgments; crying to the Lord 
under condemnation, till it pleaſed the Lord 
to give him ſome hope of comfort, about the 
year 1645: yet he underwent ſore travail and 
exerciſe under the burthen of fin, (as the 
apoſtle Paul once did) and cried to the Lord 
to free him from the body of ſin and death, 
which he groaned OR Ad the word of the 
Lord came to him, ſaying, © My grace is fuf- 
ficient for thee, I will — thee; and by 
the power of it, he was armed with patience 
to wait in his counſel, until it pleaſed the 
Lord to manifeſt his power to free him, worn 
mas the year Hex; For 
In the faid year, George Fox coming into 

Yorkſhire about Balby, where Richard Farn- 
worth, Thomas Aldam, James Naylor, Tho- 
mas Goodair, and others, were convinced. 
He had a meeting one evening at Lieutenant 
Roper's, where W. Dewſbury, and his wife 
Anne, came and were convinced of the truth. 

And after (being prepared of the Lord 
before) he was raiſed up to bear a public teſj- 
timony to the ſame, and became a very emi- 
nent miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt ; and la- 


En, and travelled: uy” in it, for the 
turning 


— 


— — 


; { 379) 
turning of people to it, and ſuffered: much 
. 
In the year 1653, he travelled into Weſt- 
moreland; Cumberland, and Lancaſhire, de- 
elaring the truth in meetings and fteeple- 
houſes; and underwent great ſufferings, beat- 
ings, &c. with the reſt of friends in thoſe days 
for the truth's ſake. ' And in the year 1654, 
on the information of Edward Bowles, prieſt 
of York, againſt him, as a ringleader of the 
Quakers, &c; Judge Windham granted his 
warrant to apprehend him; and at a m 
at Crake he was, on a warrant from Thomas 
Dickeſon, taken the 27th of the ad month, 
by John Lockwoord, conſtable, who conſent- 
ed to his ſtaying there till next day; but in 
the night, the inhabitants of Crake came like 
the wicked Sodomites, ruſhing at the door, 
and had him out in the ſtreet; ſhouting with 
a loud voice, as they had him from place to 
place; and ſo kept him till next day, and then 
had him before the ſaid juſtice, who, though 
on examination he could find nothing agatniſt 


him, ſent him to York-Caftle, where he W —“́; Mt 


kept till the aſſizes in the fifth month; Where 
the ſaid Hugh Windham, who granted the 
warrant, fat judge. W. Dewſbury deſired 
His accuſers might appear face to face, that he 


might ſuffer —— to law, if he had'tranſ. 


preſſed, or elſe be cleared: the judge promiſed 
RY ſhould have a fair trial, our was o far 


from 
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from giving him a fair trial, that he did not . 
grant him any, but at the end of the aſſines 
cleared him by proclamation. And after he 
Was by the arm of the Lord ſet at liberty, 
he journeyed into Cleveland and other parts 
„of Yorkſhire, Nottinghamſhire, and ſo to 
Derby; and as he was declaring the word of 
= - . to the inhabitants of that town, there 
: came two men and laid hold on him, and had 
him before the juſtices, then ſitting at the general 
ſeſſions, who examined him, and ſent him to 
priſon the 24th of the 6th month; but the next 
day he was taken out again, and put out of the 
- "hr and ordered to depart their coaſts, they 
threatening what they — do to him if he 
returned: but return he did, ſtaying there till 
he was free to depart; and then he Jour- 
neyed to Leiceſter, and had a meeting there 
the zd of the 7th month. And after he had 
finithed his teſtimony, went to the ſteeple- 
houſe; and after the prieſt had done, he de- 
clared the truth to the people, till he was taken 
and had before the mayor, Edm. Johnſon, who 
commanded his officers to put him in priſan ; 
and next day he was had before the mayor, who 
with another ruler examined him; and finding 
nothing againſt him, commanded the keeper to 
put him out of the town, charging him to 
_ depart, as at Derby: but he not regarding it, 
returned into the town, in obedience to * 
ava to finiſh his teſtimony to the inhabi- 
4 tants 
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tants of that town. Then being led of the Spi- 
rit, he journeyed into Northamptonſhire, and 
to Wellingborough; where, and thereaway, 
many were convinced: and as he was going 
in the ſtreet, Thomas Andrews, prieſt of that 
town, bid him give over deceiving the peo- 
ple; William bid him make it appear wherein 
he deceived them: he ſaid, Thou telleſt them 
there is no original ſin: William aſked him, 
if he heard him ſay ſo? But the prieſt fled 
away and made no anſwer: but afterwards, 
William going to the ſteeple-houſe, where 
the prieſt was who had falſely accuſed him, 
and ſtanding filent till he had done, he then 
declared to the people, and ſpoke to the 
prieſt, to prove what he had falſely accuſed 
him of; but he fled away again, and' made 
no anſwer. Then W. Dewſbury was haled 
out into the yard, where he declared the 
truth to the people, till a conſtable had him 
8 into the market-place, but at laſt let him 
go: and next day, being the 28th of the 
ow month, Richard Dennit, conſtable, came 
to the friend's douſe hefe He was, and took 
him by virtue of a warrant that had no 
name, but for one called a Quaker; and had 
him before Thomas Pentlow, Juſtice at Wilby, 
who examined him, but would not read him 
any law he had tranſgreſſed; but made a mit- 
timus, and ſent him to the common-gaol at 


See the next day; the keeper 
denied 
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denied him a copy eiche mittirant, n tid 
alſo the juſtices at the general ſeſſions at 
Northampton, in the 1ith month; where he 
was had 1 — Jo. Clark, Jo. Parker, &c. 
who ſat to judge the cauſe; but when the 
charge Was 19 which he was committed 
on, none appeared to prove it, but inſtead 
thereof, they committed him again to priſon 
till the aſſizes in the iſt month, 1654; and 
there was brought three times before Mat- 
thew Hale, who ſat judge of life and death, 
to anſwer what might be objected againſt him. 
And the laſt time, Hugh Windham fat with 
him, in commiſſion to have judged between 
him and his accuſers ; and though no accuſer 
to prove the tranſgreſſion of 
law; (neither would thoſe that ſat to 6 
cauſe, read any to him) yet he was committed 
to priſon, where he had been amongſt thoſe 
arraigned for felony and murder. He was 
afterwards had to the aſſizes in the 5th month 
(1655) and tried with others, viz. Jol. Storr, 
H. Willamſon, J. Whitehead, Mar. Storr, 
Tho. Cocket, and F. Ellington, before Edw. 
Atkins, judge; who, though he could not 
gainſay the truth declared by them, nor read 
them a law they had tranſgreſſed, yet they 
were not ſuffered to have the benefit of the law 
that murderers and felons had, that their ac« 
cuſers might face to face, and have a 


1 ud Peak for therſehres to clear the 
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truth from falſe accuſations ; hoe were 


committed to priſon: (the trials at thoſe pr: 110 


ſizes are too large to inſert here, but may be 
ſeen in ſeveral books). He was continued 
priſoner till about the latter end of this year, 
or the beginning of the next: for I find him 
at a meeting in the 3d month, 1656, at Wm. 
Lovel's at Hardingſtone, in the ſaid county 
of Northampton, where he and John Crook, 
J. Samm, Thomas Stubbs, and the ſaid Wm. 
| Lovel, were, after much abuſe and threaten 
ings at the meeting, taken prifoners; but W. 
Dewſbury was 9 let go, and the reſt 
had to Northampton gaol, where they were 
kept ſome time, twelve ſteps under. ground. 
He came up to London in the 2d month, 1657, 
and went into Kent in the 3d month, and 
travelled down the ſouth coaſts weſtward to 
the Lands-end in Cornwall, in the 7th month; 
and the 27th of the ſame had a meeting at 
Hum, Lower's, who had been a juſtice, and 
the high ſheriff being wicked LS the truth, 
- threatened to break up the meeting, but was. 
chained. And the 2gth he was at a meeting 
at Launceſton; after which he journeyed into 
Devonſhire, and the Lord let him ſee he ſhould 


AA Diſcovery of the Ground from whence the Perle+ 
Ccution did ariſe; and a true Teſtimony of What was done 
to the Servants of the Lord, at the General Allizes Bodden | 

— Northampton, | Ins 
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le with a ſtorm in that county; and ac- 
cordin; ly * he was ſtopped at 'Torrington, a 
guard fet over him, and brought before the 

mayor and other juſtices; ſome of whom 
were very cruel and wicked againſt the truth, 
and dealt rudely with him, taking off his bat 
in great rage, and threw it on the ground; 
and committed him to priſon for ſome days: 

And he was many times brought before them, 
who charged him with being a Jefuit come 
from beyond fea, and read him ſeveral ner 
Jaws to proceed againſt him as a vagabond; but 

the Lord over-ruled them, that he was freed 
as fo that. Then they read the oath of abju- 
ration, and ſaid, he muſt take that; which he 
denied; but declared the truth againſt the 
Pope and all idolatry. After which they would 
wr oh how he came to be a miniſter of Chriſt, 
and of his leaving his wife and children to 
"preach the word of eternal life, through the 
counties into Cornwall ; which he anſwered, 


and was free to declare the truth to them, TT 


which cut them to the heart; and one juſ- 
tice wept: but ſome of them ſtormed againſt 
him for his hat, and ſent him to priſon a- 
gain; ſending for him often, to ſee if they 
could enſnare him, but in the em of God 
he was preſerved. They made a mittimus 
to ſend him to the common gaol at Exon; 
ſome oppoſed it; but he that had the chief 


rule ſaid, he ſhould not ſee his face any 7 | 
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till he was before the judge at the af ne“, 
W. Dewſbury told him, he might do what 
he had power, his innocence would plead 
for him. 80 he was had again to priſon, 
where he lay on the floor, without ſtraw or 
any thing: but on the 2d of the 8th month, 
he was brought before them again; the Lord 
had pleaded his cauſe, and turned the heart 
of him, that threatened he ſhould ſee his face 
no more, that he pulled the mittimus in pieces 
; before his face, and told him he was free. 80 
the Lord delivered him out of the hands of 
unreaſonable men, according to his promiſe. 
'The firſt-day after, he was at a meeting in 
Somerſetſhire; and 4th day, the 7th inſtant, 
at a meeting, where was thought to be near 
a thouſand, people. The next day he viſited 
Thomas Salthouſe, and the reſt of friends, 
in priſon at Ivelcheſter : and next day was at a 
meeting in Wiltſhire. - And the 3 5 being 
firſt-day, at a meeting where it was aid were 
two thouſand, the Lord being mightily with 
him: and fo to Nathaniel Criſp's in Glouceſ- 


terſhire ; to Slattenford, and Eriſtol. And in | 


1658, he travelled into Scotland; and to Lon= 
don again, 16 59: and was impriſoned for 
his teſtimony in the tower at York, in 1660 
and 1661: and the ſame year was a priſoner 
in Newgate, London; and in York caltle, 
1662 and 1663. And the ſame year was im- 


ee at Warwick, and præmunired for re- 
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ſuling to take the oath of allegiance: where 
he Was a priſoner in all about nineteen years 
(as aforeſaid) and four of them kept cloſe pri- 
ſoners; but being freed by the king's declara- 
tion of indulgence, in 1672, while he had a 
little reſpite he travelled pretty much; as to 
Briſtol in the 3d month, 1673, and divers 
other places; having much upon him (as he 
writ) while the door was open; and not 
only weſtward, but through ſeveral counties 
in the north; as, particularly, Cumberland, 
Northumberland, Biſhoprick, Yorkſhire, Der- 
byſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Leiceſterſhire, &c. 
and came up to London when I was there, in 

the 1oth month, 1675, from whence he writ 

a general epiſtle, which is 'in his works) 
and afterwards came into the weſt again, 
to Briſtol and Portſhead in Somerſetſhire ; 
but was afterwards impriſoned again at War- 
wick: and about 1678 (the time of the 
Popiſh plot)i 1 was with him at Warwick; 
being abroad, he was taken up at Leiceſter, 
as I remember, being accuſed of being a 
efuit ; but Titus Oates gave a certificate un- 
der dis hand, to clear him: ſo he continued 
a priſoner, as I take it, till king James's ge- 
neral diſcharge; and did not travel much af- 
ter that I find, his health being much im- 
Paired,” as he fays, through the ſharp perſe- 
cCutions which he paſſed through in the heat 
« of the day; and many long impriſonments, 
beatings, 
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beatings, bruiſings, &c. that he was mad 
times forced to — two or three times in 
oing to the meeting in the ſame town, not 
deing of ability to travel as in years paſt. In 
the third month, 1688, he came up to Len- 
don to viſit dende, amd bore a faithful teſti- 
mony to the truth, intending to have ſtaid 
the yearly-meeting; but being taken ill of his 
old diſtemper which he had contraQted in pri- 
. ſon, he returned home, and died in peace with 
the Lord at Warwick, the 15th of the fourth 
month, 1688, leaving a heavenly teſtimony 
behind him, expreſſed about a week befors | 
he died. See his works in 4to. _ 
About this time, I having had thoughts of 
removing from Long-Sutton (though in ſome 
reſpect it had been a pleaſant place to me) to 
Wrington, a market-town in the north - ſide 
of the county, nearer my own eſtate; at- 
cordingly ſought a houſe, which this ſpring 
I hired, though with ſome difficulty, ſome 
of the tradeſmen endeavouring to foreſtal me 
in hiring a houſe, to prevent my coming into 
the town, And as ſoon as I could order ii 
- buſineſs, and put off my ſhop, I removed wit 
my wife and family thither, in the fifth 
- month this year, 1688, (a little before Briſtol 
fair) after I had been out of the country 
above nine years; where, upon my coming, 
one of them, a draper, who had endeavoured 
to * my coming, immediately fell before 
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me, by breaking during that very fair, ſo that 
a „ e trade fell into my hands, and I 
witneſſed the ſcripture fulfilled, Gen. xxii. 17. 
and the Lord bleſſed us, ſo that we lived com- 
_ fortably, and our removing proved to our ſatis- 
action, through the mercy of God; eſpecially 
Finding his ancient love and preſence with me, 
and attending me in all places whitherſoever 
1 went in his fear; as I faithfully attended 
upon the Lord, (let me for ever be, it 
with reverence; and mention it to his praiſe) 
who often appeared to me, and with me, in 
- this. town of Wrington, (though I met with 
ſome exerciſes in it, of which -hereafter) and 
viſited my ' ſoul with his everlaſting loving- 

Kindneſs, for the drawing me nearer | 
nearer | unto himſelf, and carrying on his 
bleſſed work which he had begun in me, 
praiſed be his holy name for ever. I cannot 
expreſs the largeneſs of his love to my foul, 
and the obligation I am under to him for the 
lame ; ſo that in the living ſenſe of his ex- 
| ceeding love, and en es mercy to me, 
both inward and outward, my heart is often 
broken and tendered hens him, in meetings, 
and at other times, through the renewed vi- 
ſitations of his love to my ſoul, times with- 
out number; inceſſant praiſes be rendered 
unto him for ever. 
Things were now grown ripe for a revo- 
en in the Dation, „n the apt 
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gainſt king James, and che fear of popery; 2 
many of the nobility and gentry having ſent 
a memorial of their grievances to the prince o 
Orange, inviting him over, though the king 
had promiſed to call a parliament, to ſit in * 
November following, and writs were iſſued, . 
out, but afterwards recalled. The prince m- 
barked and landed at Torbay, in Devonſhire, . . 
| the-4th of November; publiſhes his declara- 
tion of the ground of his coming, and ad- 
vances forward to Exeter, &c. the nation 
generally turning to him, ſo that the king 
could not truſt his own ſoldiers, though many 
of them were Papiſts, there was ſuch a deſer- 
tion; and, indeed, conſidering what a gene- 
ral defection there was, it was enough to 
make one think there was ſomething in it 
more than ordinary; at Jaſt he ordered them 
to be diſbanded, and went out of the nation, 
leaving the throne vacant; which made way 
for king William and queen Mary, who be- 
ing proclaimed. and ſettled on the throne, . 
confirmed liberty of confcience ; 8 which. 
next year. 1 
But firſt I muſt give account of the death 7 
of two or three eminent friends of the mini- 
ſtry, who died this year, 1688. Firſt, John 
Songhurſt, of Coneyhurſt in Suſſex; a brave 
eminent man, as well as miniſter, who had a 
very fine teſtimony. His birch, convince- 
00 3 2 went, 


P 
ment, coming forth in a teſtimony, or his: 


travels, I cannot be particular in; but re- 
member I ſaw. him once at Briſtol, about 
the year 1678. He writ a very notable book, 
in the year 1680, entitled, A Teſtimony of. 
Love and Good-will unto all them who 
* defire to come to enjoy an everlaſting being 

* 'with the Lord, when days in this world 
© will have an end; which ſhews he was full 
of the love of God, and had a large arid liv- - 
ing teſtimony to bear for the good of others. 
As alſo, * An Epiſtle of Love and tender 
© Good-will to he called of God, that have 
in any Meaſure anſwered their Call; writ- 
ten the year before, though printed the year 
after the other, viz. 1681. Both which be- 
ſpeak him a man truly concerned for the good 
a all; and being Wm. Penn's countryman, 
he aſterwards removed to Pennſylvania the 
lame year, 1682, that he did; and at laſt 
died in Weſt- Jerſey ; but was buried at 
1688. the 25th of the eleventh month, 
1688 

2. Alexander Parker, an ancient and chk 
nent ſervant of God, and miniſter of | Jeſus 
Chriſt, was born in Yorkſhire, near Bolton 
in Lancaſhire; and was well educated, and 
had a gentleman-like carriage and deportment 
as well as perſon, for I knew him well. He 
was convinced early, but the exact time 2 

An 
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and where, I do not find. He came up to 
London with George Fox, when he was 
brought up out of Leiceſterſhire by Colonel 
Hacker, to Oliver Cromwell, in 1654, and 
ſaid with him in London, and thereabouts, 
for ſome time, and afterwards went with him 
to a general meeting at John Crook's, in Bed- 
fordſhire, in 1655; after which he travelled _ 
with him in Huntingdonſhire, Cambridge, 
and Lincolnſhire, 1656: and the ſame year 
went into Wales, and had ſome controverſy 
with Vavaſor Powel, and alſo with a Baptiſt 
at Shrewſbury : ſee his book, entitled, © A 
© 'Teftimony of God, and his Way and Wor- 
©* ſhip,” printed in 1656. He came into the 
weſt, and went into Cornwall, where he had 
pretty much ſervice with prieſts and people, 
and had diſputes and controverſies with ſome 
of the prieſts; and writ ſome books'there this 
year, particularly, * A Call out of Egypt, 
© where Death and Darkneſs is, into the glo- 
< rious Light and Liberty of the Sons of 
* God, printed in 1656: and, A Teſti 
* mony, of the Light within; a Glorious 
© Truth, &c. printed 1657. And the ſame 
year, he went into Scotland with Geo. Fox, 
and had good fervice there, being baniſhed 
from Johnſon's to another town, where A. 
Parker, on a market-day, went up and ſtood 
upon the market-croſs with a bible in his 

| CGed band, 
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hand, * declared the truth amongſt the 
ſoldiers and market people; and writ a book 
there, dated at Leith, in the ninth month, in 
anſwer to one James: Brown, entitled, A 
* Diſcovery of Satan's Wiles and his ſubtle 
Devices, &c. After which, returning into 
England, he travelled up and down in the 
ſervice of truth many years. And in the year 
1662, he travelled with George Fax and John 
Stubbs, from London, through the countries, 
viſiting friends till they came to Briſtol, where, 
at the meeting in Broad-Mead, he was taken 
away by the officers, whilſt he was declaring 
the truth. And after he returned ta London, 
he was taken at a meeting at Mile-End, the 
17th'of the fifth month, 1664, and committed 
to Newgate by W. Rider and G. Marſh: and 
onthe 18th of the tenth month, was again com- 
mitted. to Newgate for meeting. He came 
again to Briſtol -with George Fox, in 1667, 
with whom he travelled pretty much in thoſe 
days, from whence they travelled through 
Wiltſhire, &c. to London, He married Pru- 
dence Wager, of Stepney, widow, the 8th of 
the ſecond month, 1669. And the 18th of 
the third month, 1670, after the conventicle act 
came forth, he was pulled down as he was 

declaring the truth at Gracechurch-ſtreet meet- 
ing (where they began to put it in execution, 

and fell foul on many) and fined 20l. far 
| | preaching. 
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POR He afterwards, the ſame-yeat, 
went into Kent with George Fox and ſeveral 
other friends, from whence he returned to 
London; where, after he was married, he 
ſettled and dwelt of late years, but travelled 
tty much in divers places, and came often 
into the weſt to Briſtol, and into Sorin 
where I have often heard him in meetings, at 
Naylſey, &c. In the year 1684, he went into 
Holland and Friezland, with George Fox and 
others, and returned by Harwich, viſited 
friends at Ipſwich in Suffolk, and ſo came 
back to London. His wife e in the fifth. - 
month, 1688. After all his travels and 
ſervices, he ied in peace with the Lord 
there, the 8th of the firſt month, 1687 relt=" 
ing from his labours, and his works follow 
5 though his written 6nes, with many 
others, were never yet collected though they 
deſerve to be. He writ many ſerviceable 
books and epiſtles to friends, which are wor- 
thy peruſing, in which, deen vey dead, 
he yet ſpeaketh. * 
3. And laſt for this year, 1688, William | 
Peachy, of London, — had a public teſti- 
mony, with whom I Was acquainted when 1 
was there with my ſiſter, in 1675; an honeſt 
upright man, who uſed to come to Briſtol 
fairs. He afterwards went to New-Jerley, 
eher he arrived in 1677, and there * 
2 1 
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and was buried at Burlington, the 2oth of the 
_ month, 1688, or 1683. 

Now to refume the thread of my diſcourſe : 
King William being ſettled on the throne, as 
aforeſaid, and being inclined to eaſe all his 
fabjeQs in their civil and religious properties; 
notwithſtanding the ſtruggling and oppoſition 
that had been againſt liberty of conſcience, a 
bill was brought into the houſe of commons, 
to exempt Proteſtant diſſenters from the pe- 
nalties of the laws made againſt them, &c. 
which paſſed both houſes of parliament, and 
received the royal aſſent, the 24th of the third 
month, this year, 1689, entitled, An Act 
* for exempting their Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjects, diſſenting from the Church of 
England, from the penalties of certain laws, 
*'viz That upon entering their meeting- 
_ © Houſes with the biſhop or archdeacon of 
© the dioceſe, or at the quarter- ſeſſions; and 
__ < qualifying themſelves by taking the oaths, 
Ke. But we (the people called Quakers, who 
ſcruple the taking of any oath) on ſubſcribing 
the tefts againſt popery, the declaration of 
fidelity to the king and queen, and a. profeſ- 
fon of our Chriſtian faith, in theſe gs I 
A. B. profeſs faith in God the Father, and in 
Jeſus Chriſt his eternal Son, the true God, 
and in the holy Spirit, one God bleſſed for | 
Evermore; and do acknowledge the holy ſcrip- 

tures 
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tures of the old and new teſtament to be given 
by divine inſpiration, (which was offered | 
our friends, and accepted by the parkiament,' 
and which we truly own) to be entered on 
record at the general quarter-ſeſſions, &c. 
ſhall be exempted from all the pains and pe- 
nalties of all and every the ſaid ſtatutes, to the 
number of about thirteen mentioned, made 
againſt Popiſh recuſants and Proteſtant non 
conformiſts. Thus was liberty of conſcience” 
for all to worſhip God according to their own” 
perſuafions, eſtabliſhed, and a toleration, or 
indulgence, to tender conſciences granted and 
confirmed; for which fayour of the govern- 
ment we were truly thankful, as we had been 
to king James; inafmuch, as © The moſt High: 
„ ruleth in the king dom of men, and giv 5 
it to Wh he will;! Dan. iv. 17, 25. 
who © putteth down one, and ſetteth up an- 
* other,” Pfal. Ixxv. 7. had been pleated to 
ſet king William on the throne, = 

This ſummer alſo, 1689, the Lord was ex 
ceeding good to me, and often appeared to 
me in an abundant manner, in the renewings 

of his everlaſting love to my foul, Which 
greatly engaged me to walk in humility and 
faithfulneſs before him, in what he was pleaſed 
to make known to me, in confideratien of His 
inexpreſſible love to me, that he fhould be ſo 
mindful of me, to viſit me from ſeaſon to 22 
on 
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fon for the renewing of my ſtrength: * at 
any time I had been remiſs; 9 peaking to me 
in his ſmall ſtill voice, as a ord behind me, 
faying, This is the way, walk in it; if I turn- 
5 to the right hand or to the leſt, who ſpeak 
ech peace to his people, and to his ſaints, that 
they turn not again to folly :: watching over 
me continually for good, as I have often ex- 
perienced; ſo that my heart hath often been 
broken and tendered in a ſenſe of his love, to 
my exceeding comfort, and the ſtrengthening 
my faith and hope; which I prize as a ſingu- 
lar favour and mercy of God, that his love 
ſhould be ſo extended to me, ate continued 
with me, in a married ſtate as well as ſingle, 
in bonds and at liberty; which is my ever- 
laſting rejoicing, and which I cannot but com- 
memorate as the beſt part of theſe. memoirs, 
and mention it for the encouragement of others, 
to wait upon the Lord in faithfulneſs, to feel 
| His preſence near them. And when I have 
been walking in the fields, and in my ſhop 
and buſineſs; yea, on the highway, and on 
my bed, as I have retired to the Lord, Oh! 
how hath my heart been broken and tendered 
before him in a ſenſe of his love many a time; 
and I cannot but recommend filence and retire- 
ment, whether in meetings or out of meetings, 
to wait upon the Lord and enjoy his preſence, 
as dhe greateſt 981 and e ainment we 
arg 
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are capable of in this life ; and which I ho 
through the everlaſting mercy of my God, I 
ſhall never forget, but prize above my chief- 
eſt joy. And if at any time I have been de- 
prived of it, I have been like them that © hung 
their harps upon the willows, and wept _ 
hen they remembered Sion: and if I 
“forget thee, O Jeruſalem ! let my right 
hand forget her cunning, &c. if I do not 
« prefer thee before my chiefeſt joy, Plal. 
cxxxvii. And what ae Lord hath been to 
me in many a needful time, beyond What I 
can expreſs, is never to be forgotten by me; 
let my ſoul praiſe his holy name, whilſt I have 
a being among the ſons of men, in a ſeaſe of 
his love, which brings his mercies into re» 
membrance. When fad or ſolitary, he com- 
- forts me; when weak, he ſtrengthens: me; '5 
when weary, ee, me; when alone, is 
with me; and when in company, P | 
me: my joy in tribulation, ſtay in proſperity, 
ſupport in adverſity, guide in dikrele, and 
help in time of need; thus to have bread 
in one's own houſe, and water in one's 
own ciſtern ; the rejoicing in one's ſelf, and 
not in e e, is more to be deſired than all 
that this world can afford, being that joy 
which the ſtranger cannot intermeddle with; 
the white ſtone, and new name, which N 
- nnen ſave he that hath it. 
a ee 0 thow: 
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O thou preſerver of men, Who would not 


-fear before thee, and be faithful to thee ! thy 
love conſtrains obedience to thyſelf.  O Lord, 
keep me in thy fear that I may never ſin 
/againſt thee, to cauſe thee to withdraw thy 
Holy Spirit from me, or withhold the light 
of thy countenance from ſhining upon me; 
but viſit me more and more in thy everlaſt- 
ing loving-kindneſs, till every thing that is 
-contrary to thy pure mind and will, be purged 
out and done away; that I may be made a fit 
Habitation for thee to dwell and walk in; 
wholly redeemed and ſaved from fin, and 
every evil way, that I may ſerve thee in my 
generation; and in a ſenſe of thy love, bleſs 
and praiſe thy holy name, for _ art Nee 
| e- ever and ever. 
Here thought to. ſhut up my Ae eh at 
8 . being arrived at the 3 I aimed at, 
"viz. the eſtabliſhment of liberty of conſcience, 
at leaſt as to meetings; but for the ſake of two 
or three remarkable paſſages more, and to 
> account of the death of ſome more emi- 
nent public friends, which I think meet to _ 
1 ſhall proceed. _ | 
But firft, I cannot but ue Weide of. 4 10 
markable paſſage about this time, rather as a 
Warning to others not to do ſo wickedly, than 
to arrogate any thing to myſelf, only cannot 
but note the providence of God towards me 
ein my preſervation, and that was this: When 
I removed 
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L removed from Long Sutton to Wrington, 
ſeveral people owing me money, and endea- 
vouring to defraud me of it on my going 
away, 1 employed one to get it for me, on 
which one of them was ſo diſturbed (poor 
man) becauſe I endeavoured to get my owti, - 
that he would fain inquire out whither I was 
Bones threatening that he would go up and 
kill me, that he would; but ſoon after he was 

taken lame of one fide that he could hardly go. 
- I never ſaw him after, nor got my money. 
And ſome others I could 1 1 which I. 
forbear to mention at preſent, which were 
ſo remarkable, that I could not but adore and 
reverence the awful name of the Lord, who 
is known by the judgments which he exe- 
cutes, and will render to every one accord- 
ing to their works; though I never wiſhed 
evil to any, but good to all, even my very 
enemies, deſiring to leave my cauſe to the 
Lord, to whom belongeth vengeance and re- 
compence, and he will repay ir in due time. 
Noa after I was ſettled at Wrington, find» 
ing the aboundings of the love of God in 
my heart, I could not be ſatisfied to eat my 
morſel Alone, but had a deſire that others alfo 
might come to partake with us, and taſte and 
ſee how good the Lord is. In order to which, 


_ 1 endeavoured to procure a meeting in the 
town, where there had not been any of friends 


(though 
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0 though Gn: was. one of the rs | 
'- our conſtant meeting, to which I formerly 
belonged, being at Clareham two miles off; 
and indeed one end in my coming thi- 
ther to promote the ſpreading of truth, 
which I was always deſirous of, wherever I 
dwelt, to the utmoſt of my power, knowing 
the 1 of it; and in order thereto, havin 
procured a houſe, a meeting was . 
there in the tenth month, at the time called 
Chriſtmas; but before the day came, ſome en- 
vious men of the town threatened the man of 
- the houſe of whom we had hired the barn, 
that if he ſuffered a meeting there, they 
would make a conventicle of it, which ſhew- 
ed their perſecuting ſpirit, and that they were 
_ againſt liberty of conſcience ſtill, though eſta- 
bliſhed by law; whereupon the poor man be- 
ing affrighted, I went to Wells to get a certi- 
Nets. fon the houſe, according to the act of 
toleration aforeſaid, to prevent their miſchiev- 
ous deſigns: but when 1 came there, it hap- 
pened at a time when the biſhop (Kenn) was 
fuſpended for not taking the oaths to king 
William and queen Mary ; (for by the way it 
may be noted, though he was one of the 
ſeven biſhops that oppoſed king James as to 
of conſcience; yet when king William 
came and eſtabliſhed it, they moſt of them 
turned againſt, him too, when he did er a 
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ſwer their ends, as if he had only come (as 
one obſerved) to eſtabliſh a pillar in the cha- 
pel at Lambeth) ſo he being ſuſpended, and 
a new one not being ſettled, I could not pro- 
cure a certificate : whereupon ] went to ſer- 
Jeant Coward, a juſtice of peace in the town, 
and acquainted him with our caſe, and ſhew- 
ed him the act. He was very friendly to me, 
and 1cemed ſorry, ſeeing me in a ſtraight, but 
ſaid, he could not do it (i. c. give me a certi- 


-ficate) of himſelf out of ſeſſions; but told me, 


if I would come to him at the ſeflions, he 
would grant me one, (being judge of the ſeſ- 
ſions in the room of {ir Edward Phillips) ad- 
viſing me, if we could, to put off the meet-" 
ing till then; but the time being appointed, 
and notice being gone out, it could not be 
put off; ſo I returned home without it: at 
which the owner of the houſe, though a man 
of account in the town, was very uneaſy for 
fear what they would do; they threatened ſo 
much, even to the pulling down of his houſe: 
10 exceeding mad were they againſt the truth, 
begging me to ſave him harmleſs. I bid him 
not be afraid, telling him, we could not in- 
trude upon him if he was not ſatisfied. 80 
when the day came, being deprived of the 
houſe, not without the hand of Joab in it, as 
the friend obſerved, we were forced to have 
the meeting on the open market-place;- our 
1 Elias Oſborn, being _ and ſeveral. 
Dd from 
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Goa Briſtol and other parts. And a brave 


large meeting we had, being a fine ſun-ſhine 

day (which was remarkable, and taken notice 

of) it being a wet ſeaſon, raining the day be- 
fore and after: but then the envious party 

being diſappointed becauſe they could not 
prevent the meeting, contrived to get a poor 
ſhattered man to diſturb our meeting, making 
him drunk, and ſetting him up on a table in 
the ſtreet, to act his tricks like a madman, and 
make a noiſe that friends might not be heard; 
till Richard Vickris, of Chew, went and ſpoke 
to an eminent man of the town, who was 
his bailiff, to have him away, which he did; 

and then the meeting was quiet, and ended 
peaceably. And the poor fellow came to me 
" afterwards, and confeſſed who ſet him on work, 
and gave him brandy to make him drunk, 

(which when he was, he would abuſe any 
body); particularly one J. S. a ſhop-keeper 
in the town, -who never proſpered after, but 
declined and came to little z and he told me 
how he had been troubled for it, and loſt his 
| beſt friends; and -promiſed me he weull ne- 
ver lift up a hand againſt us any more, wiſh- 
ing dreadful wiſhes on himſelf (even that the 
earth might open and let him in) if ever he 
did, which I believe was an awe upon him, 

as to me, ever after; when he was after- 
wards ſet on again to abuſe us for opening 
our ſhop-windows on the faſt-days, in 1091, 
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as hereafter- mentioned. So when the ſeſſions 8 


came in the eleventh month, I went to Brews. 
ton, and met ſerjeant Coward on the road, 
going home to be choſen. parliament-man for 
Wells. He ſtopped, and I ſpoke to him about 
the matter. He told me, he had left {ir Edw; 
Phillips on the bench, judge, who would do 
It; to whom I ſent Ws a certificate of the houſe, 
by a clerk; and had a certificate of it again, 
according bo the act, ſigned by the clerk of 


the peace, Philip Bennit, for that and ſome 


other places where new meetings were let up, 
and ſo came over the heads of the envious 
party; and had many good meetings in the 
town, not only in the ſaid barn, but after» 
wards in the great court-hall there, notwith- 
ſtanding all oppoſition; of which I writ-a 
more particular account of their envious en- 
deavours againſt us, in a manuſcript by me 
called, * A Looking-Glaſs for Perfecators.” 
This year, 1689, being choſen one of the 
collectors of the king's tax, (the firſt land-tax) 
when I came to the prieſt's of the town, G. 
P. to collect it, he demanded tithes of me, 

and would not pay me, except I would al- 
low him for the tithes (ſome fmall matter for 
garden and horſe, as he pretended, and Eaſter- 


offerings, having been there but about a year). 


I diſcourſed the matter friendly - with "Kinks 
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and fo left him to conſider of it a-while;z but} : 


when I eame again, he ſtill inſiſting on it, 
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thinking, perhaps, I durſt not diſtrain his 
goods, I was forced at laſt with my partner 
to take a conſtable with us to diſtrain. He 
fall refuſed payment, to try us, ſo that we were 

forced to it; which as ſoon as we had, he 
paid us; telling me, that now I had taken 

my courſe at law, he would take his. I told 
him, I had done him no wrong, only per- 
formed my duty. So he paid down the mo- 
ney, and would have given me a ſhilling over 
for diſtraining; ſaying, he knew that was 
- What I aimed at. I told him, nay, I ſcorned 
his words, and would have none of his mo- 
ney; as Abraham ſaid to the king of Sodom, 
He ſhould not ſay he had made me rich. 
And to ſhew him I did not aim at his money, 
- he had laid down a ſhilling too much among 
the money, (perhaps to try me) and there it 
is, {aid 1, giving it him again; which he 
could not but take notice of, but ſaid he would 
not loſe his right. And ſome time afterwards, 
employed an, attorney to ſend for a writ for 
me out of the king's-bench, as the attorney 

told me, to affright me : but when I came to 
talk with the prieſt about it, and laid before 
him the unreaſonableneſs of his proceedings 
that way againſt me for ſo ſmall a matter, he 
was aſhamed of it, and denied it: and after 
he went to London, his man, who rent- 
ed the parſonage, had me before the juſtices, 
on Bo Ad for the more eaſy Recovery of 
: a 2 
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© ſmall Tithes:* and had a warrant. to diſtrain 
my goods for two ſhillings; but never did, 
being moderate: ſo it fell, and I was never 
troubled after on that account, which men- 
tion to his honour. #6 
In the twelfth month this year, 1680, died | 
Clement Lake, of Crediton, in Devonſhire; 
an eminent friend, who had a teſtimony for 
the Lord and his truth. He was a man of 
an innocent upright life and converſation; 
very tender-hearted and affectionate towards 
the truth, and them that walked in it. He 
at firſt received the truth in the love of it, 
and continued to the end faithful to its teſti- 
mony, through all the exerciſes he met with; 
for in the time of his convincement, he met 
with no ſmall oppoſition and exerciſe from 
the wife of his own boſom, through the many 
inſtigations of thoſe whom they formerly were 
in fellowſhip with, viz. the Independents, and 
others; which cauſed her to grieve him, by 
ill-demeaning herſelf towards him a conſider- 
able time, till it pleaſed the Lord to open her 
underſtanding, and gave her /a fight of the 
workings of the enemy; and then ſhe lament- 
ed it, and was much troubled, and knew 
ſorrow for the ſame. And after ſhe Was con- 

vinced of the truth, they lived in great unity, 
love, and fellowſhip, to the comfort one of 
another. He alſo ſuffered impriſonment with 
friends for the teſtimony of truth, which he 

: D d 3 | bore 
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bore with patience and meekneſs, in an hum- 
_ ble: ſubmiſſion to the will of God; and in 
due time it pleaſed the Lord to give him the 
victory. He was diligent in meetings -to 
wait upon God, though outwardly attended 
with much weakneſs and infirmity of body : 

and many times being filled with a deep ſenſe 
of the love of God to his ſoul, and his heart 
tendered and broken thereby: his mouth was 
opened to magnify and praiſe the Lord, and 
tell, by experience of the goodneſs of God 
unto his foul. He had ſome controverſy by 
letters with John Flavell, an Independent 
preacher of Dartmouth; an envious man, and 
great oppoſer of truth and friends, who for- 
merly ſet up a boy to accuſe two innocent 
women Quakers, when friends came firſt in- 
to that coun ay; that they had bewitched him; 
which was afterwards diſcovered to his 1 
the boy fleeing the country into New-Eng- 
land, where he was afterwards convinced of 

truth, and confeſſed it. And the laid Flavell 
going afterwards to preach an union ſermon 
between the Preſbyterians and Independents, 
as I heard, and beſpeaking his dinner, faying 
they ſhould not be long, was taken ill, and 
died ſuddenly before he preached the ſermon. 
The ſaid Clement Lake bore a faithful teſti- 
mony until death; and his converſation was 
a good favour to all, as his very enemies after 
"00 325 confeſſed, and believed he was d 
15 An 
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And ſeveral of his neighbours ſaid, they never 
were in his company, but they received bene- 
fit by it. He often exhorted his children 
and ſervants in weighty ſayings, touching the 
good and welfare of their ſouls ; many times 
declaring the goodneſs and love of God to- 
wards him, from time to time, in the many 
exerciſes and trials he went through in bear- 
ing his teſtimony for the truth, in the town 
of Crediton, where he lived. He died of a 
fever, the 23d of the twelfth month, 1689, 
dying the death of the righteous, and re- 
ceived the reward of the faithful. See ſome- 
thing, by way of teſtimony, concerning him, 
printed in 1692. 


I have not much to remark this year, 1690, 
in relation to myſelf, though much as to 
others, but to commemorate the continued 
goodneſs and mercy of the Lord to me, both 
inward and outward, in affording me the 
comfortable enjoyment of his living preſence, 
to my exceeding joy and comfort as in times 
paſt ; bleſſed and praiſed be his holy name for 
all his mercies, which endure for ever. 
Though we were ſomewhat exerciſed about 
the public faſt appointed to be kept the 3d 
fourth-day of every month this fummer, dur- 
ing the war in Ireland, in relation to the 
keeping open our ſhop-windows (of which 
more next year); bur ſome friends elſewhere 

_ Dda4 being 
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being differently minded in that matter, which 
weakened our hands, I writ a letter to ſome 
in relation thereto, ſhewing how inconſiſt- 


ent it was with friends ancient teſtimony, to 


join with ſuch faſts, &c. which I hope had 
ſome good effect; However I had caisfaction 
in 8 5 

And not long . a kinſwoman of mine, 
dear D. Chappeil, wite of Edmund Chappell, 
of Worle aforeſaid, dying, I was ſoon after 
taken dangerouſly ill of a fever, and my wife 
alſo like to die; but the Lord was near us, 
and I was given up in the will of the Lord, 
and eaſy in my ſpirit, that if I had died, I be- 
lieve it would have been well with me. But 
after ſome time, it pleaſed God we both re- 
covered again, for which my ſoul did bleſs 
and praiſe the name of the Lord, and men- 
tion it to his glory; and to ſhew bow good it 
is to be reſigned on a ſick bed: honour and 
glory be given and aſcribed to him for his 
manifold mercies, which are more to me-wards 
than can be numbered. Let my ſoul live 


in a living remembrance of them all the days 


of my appointed time, and wait on him till 1 my 
change come. , 
\ About this time meeting with a KY of 
Joan Whitrow's, called © An humble Addreſs 
< to king William, wherein. ſhe ſubſcribed 
herſelf, One of no Society, or gathered Peo- 
ple whatſoever. And ins what ſhe had 
| been 
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been, or pretended to, I writ a very ſerious 


ſolid letter to her, defiring to know whether 


ſhe was not the ſame J. Whitrow, who writ 
ſuch a book about her daughter, &c. in 1077, 
and how ſhe came to be ſeparated from 
friends, and become one alone: withal, touch= 


ing on ſome other paſſages in her book, which 


I thought not at all ſuitable to a propheteſs, 
or what ſhe pretended to; but more like flats. 
tery, &c. I ſent it directed to her at Eaſt- 
ſhene, near Mortlake, whence ſhe dated her 


book; but whether ſhe received it or no, 1 


know not, for I never received any anſwer, 
though I afterwards ſpoke with her in Lon- 
don; but it being ſeveral years after, I did not 
aſk her about it. 

The latter end of this ſummer, 1690, our 
brother George Bowles, who married one of 
my wite's ſiſters (i. e. Suſannah) of London, 
came firſt down into our country with An- 
drew Taylor; and had meetings at Wring= 
ton, Clareham, &c. And when he returned, 
I and my wife accompanied him ſo far as 
Chippenham and Charlcot meetings in Wilts: 
ſhire; where, at the laſt place, was a very 
large meeting on firſt- day: after which, 
taking leave of him, &c. we returned to 
Slattenford, to E. Wallis 8, ad che next of 
home. 

But now to come to fomethitigh of more 
conſequence, though melancholy, conſidera» 
ral tion. 


- 
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tion. This year, 1690, died thoſe five emi. 
nent ſervants of God, and minifters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, George Fox, John Burnyeat, Thomas 
Salthouſe, Robert Lodge, Robert Barclay, and 
(fixth) Joan Vokins, that faithful handmaid 
of the Lord, who deſerves to be reckoned 
with the reſt of the Lord's worthies. The 
overcaſting of ſo many bright ſtars almoſt to- 
gether, — of the firſt magnitude in our ho- 
rizon, had to be ſure a melancholy proſpect; 

and, as one obſerves, was not the Jeaſt ſymp- 
tom or token of an approaching ſtorm, which 
yet the Lord in his mercy hath hitherto 
averted ; of whom I cannot well omit in the 
courſe: of my memoirs, but ſpeak ſomething 


of each of them, whom 1 all well knew, and 


can ſay ſomething of my own knowledge; fo 
thall proceed, and mention them ROOT to 
the time of their deceaſe. 

1. Joan Vokins, (though laſt- mentioned) 
wife of Richard Vokins, of Weſt-Charlow, 
in the vale of White Horſe in Berkſhire, was 
religiouſly inclined from her childhood, and 


the Lord was pleaſed to preſerve her from | 


many evils that youth are prone to; and by 


his light ſhewed her the vanity and vain cut 5 


toms 0 the world when ſhe was very young; 
- and all along her youth, his good Spirit T trived 


with her to preſerve her from ſin and evil. 
And if ſhe was at any time drawn to go to 
_ recreations, ſhe was condemned, and could 

PILES x bave 
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have no peace; for ſhe was cautious of ſinning 
againſt the Lord, and deſired after the beſt 
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religion and company: and when young, de- | 


lighted to go to profeſſors meetings, and could 


3 home the text, and repeat much of 


* ſermons; but had no benefit to her ſoul 
by it, or peace in it. And many times ſhe 
cried to the Lord to reveal his way unto. her, 
promiſing to walk therein whatever ſhe en- 
dured ; and he was pleaſed in ſome meaſure 
to © known the croſs of Chriſt that cru- 
" Cifies to the world; and as ſhe inclined to 
take it up and follow Jeſus, he endued her 
with power: but when ſhe found the way ſo 
ſtrait and narrow, ſhe was ready to turn aſide 
for eaſe; and was exerciſed about election 
and reprobation, which none could open the 

_ myſtery of to her, but the ſpirit of light and 
life; and ſhe ſaw that happineſs was in walk- 
ing in the light that ſhined in the heart. And 
as ſhe learned of Jeſus to be meek and lowly, 
ſhe felt the love of God, which engaged her 


to give up to his diſpoſal, who gave her of his 


good ſpirit, though ſhe rebelled againſt it, and 


complained for want of power till the gave up 


to it, and then ſhe found it was ſufficient, and 


cker. plead no excuſe: and this was her Rate | 


for many years, 10 that ſhe could take little 
comfort in her huſband or children, houſe or 
land, for want of the marriage-unian with the 
Lamb, and this, before ſhe heard of the name 
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Quaker; but believed there was a church over 


whom Chrift Jeſus was head, though ſhe 


could not find it, but ſought after it. And 


the Lord in due time an{wered her weary 


foul, and made known his truth and people to 
her; and ſent ſome of his meſſengers for her 
encouragement and confirmation. Then was 
ſhe and many more right glad with the glad- 
Udings that they brought: but ſhe went 


through great exerciſes, oppoſition, and ſuf- 
ferings, in her convincement, from her near 


relations; but ſhe was a good example among 
them; that by her good converſation, and the 
bleſſing of the Lord, ſhe won them to the 
truth, and many of them were convinced, viz. 
Her huſband,” father, and children, for whom: 
The had a great care and concern. And the 


Lord let her live to ſee the fruits of her la- 
bour, and the deſire of her ſoul concerning 


them; and her true and tender love was ſo 
great to them, that ſhe could have done or 
ſuffered much for them. She received a teſ- 
timony to bear for the truth, and was a very 
zealous fervent woman for the promotion of 
it to the utmoſt of her power; but was very 
weakly and tender outwardly, ſo that when I 


viſited her as I returned from London in i 
_ eleventh month, 1675, ſhe was in bed, 
_ inwardly ſtrong and living; and was raked 


up, and enabled afterwards to travel beyond 


ſea to 1 3 about the firſt month, 
8 1680. 


— 
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1680, though ſhe was like to die by the way. 
She arrived at New-York the 4th of the third 


month, and a maiden friend, whoſe name was 
Sarah Y oklet, went with her; and travelled 
with her till ſhe came to Oyſterbay in Long- 
Iſland, where ſhe had pretty much exercile 
and ſervice. And after that, another woman 
friend, who had a public teſtimony, whole 
name was Lydia Wright. And when the 
was clear of Long-Iſland, ſhe went to Rhode- 
Iſland, to the general-meeting, where ſhe was 
| troubled with the Ranters, as ſhe had been in 
Long-Iſland. And till it was upon her to go 
to Boſton, which ſhe did, with another maid- 
en friend who had ſuffered much there; but 
they had peaceable meetings, and the power. 
of the Lord tendered the people. And a law= | 
yer, who had a hand in putting friends to 
death, was very ſolid all the while. After 
which ſhe travelled by ſea and land as' the 
Lord directed her; and though often weak, 
was made ſtrong. And from New-England 
ſhe returned to Rhode-Iſland and Lone-liland? k 
and from thence to Eaſt-Jerſey, landing at 
Shrewſbury with her companion, Elizabeth 
Dean; and had good meetings. So to Weſt= 
Jerſey and ſome parts of Pennſylvania, and 
had good ſervice there. And when ſhe was 
clear of thoſe parts, ſhe returned to New-" 

Vork, in order to take paſſage to England; 

but the Lord laid it upon her to go to Barba- 


does; 
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does: and as the Lord put it into her heart to 
viſit the Leeward-Iſlands, ſo he carried the 
vellel, let the ſailors do what they could, that 
they landed at Antigua, where ſhe was com- 
forted with friends, and went thence for Ne- 
vis; but the maſter was againſt it, and endea- 
youred to hinder her from going on ſhore, 
and was forced to put in at Montſerrat; but ſhe 
was fo weak, that ſhe fainted; and could not 
get a meeting, but publiſhed truth in the ſtreets? 
then went back in another veſſel to Antigua: 
but the former maſter loſt his veffel, as ſhe 
had forewarned him. And from theties got 
paſſage to Nevis with Mary Humphrys, where 


the had ſeveral meetings and good ſervice; a a 


dge and his wife coming to meeting, and 
people of ſeveral forts ; and the governor was 
kind. Then ſhe came back to Antigua, and 
to five iſlands, and viſited a poor people who 
complained of their prieſt, that he came but 
once a year, and then it was to take what 
they had. 80 being clear, the returned to 
Barbadoes, and had many meetings, ſome- 
times two or three in a day; and after ſome 
time, took ſhipping for England, and landed 
at Dover the 3d of the fourth month, 1681, 
with one Margaret Kerby : and was moved 
to go to the ſteeple-houſe at Sandwich, as it 
was with her before the went out of England; 3 
and declared, that the day of the pouring forth 


. God's ſpirit on all fleſb, was come, &c. 
But 


— — 


. 
But the prieſt cauſed her to be haled out, and 
he that did it hurt her arm, that it was ſwelled 
for ſome time i and the prieſt end eavoure 4 to 
ſend her to priſon, but could not prevail with 


the mayor; and would have troubled friends __ | 


after ſhe was gone. She was three weeks in 
the ſervice of truth in Kent, and ſo to London, 
And after ſome time, viſiting friends there, 
returned home, rather better in health than 
when the went; continuing in the ſervice of 
truth, encouraging friends in ſufferings ; bur 
after perſecution ceaſed, and friends were freed 
out of priſon, in 1686, ſhe went into Ireland, 
where the travelled up and down in many 
parts of that nation, though weakly; and had 
good ſervice among friends for near twelve 
months ; and then returned home; and contis 
nued her fervent. deſires for the good of 
friends, and promoting the truth; travelling 
on, as ſhe ſaid, in her heavenly progreſs, to 
the end of her race. And in 1690, going up 
to the yearly-meeting at London, where ſhe. 
was well refreſhed with friends; - as ſhe returns 
ed home, ſhe ſweetly died in the Lord, at 
Reading, the 22d of : fifth month, of which 
{he ſeemed to have a ſenſe before, by her 
writing to Theophila Townſend. See her. 
works, entitled, God s mighty Power mags 
_ © nified,” 8vo. printed 1691. She had alfo 


two ſons, Thomas and Richard, who made | 


very good ends; the one before her in 1683s 
and the other after her in 1696. 
2. John 


A A 
2. John Burnyeat was born in the pariſh 
of Lowſwater, in Cumberland, about the year 
15631; and was well educated, and religiouſly 
| Inclinedi in his youth ; ſceking the Lord, but 
knew not where to find him, nor how to 
become acquainted with him, though he was 
not far from him and every one; and was 
high in profeſſion of Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
neſs, and what he had done for them as a Sa- 
viour, though in their ſins: but when the 
truth came, and was made manifeſt, and the 
Day-ſpring from on high viſited: him and ma- 
* ny more, he ſaw there was need of an inward 
; work, and a Saviour nigh, to ſave from fin. 
And all their high building and depending on 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, while in 
their ſins, was not ſufficient; and great di- 
ſtreſs and ſorrow came upon him. He was 
convinced of the bleſſed truth by his elder bro- 
ther in Chriſt, George Fox, when he came 
firſt into Cumberland, in the year 1653, who 
directed him concerning the way of the Lord, 
and turned his mind to the light of Chrift 
Jeſus in his own heart. And he went through 
great exerciſe and inward travail in the work 
of regeneration and redemption, from the 
bondage of corruption, till his warfare was 
. accompliſhed ; and then the Lord raiſed him 
up to bear a teſtimony for his name, and ſent 7 
him forth to declare to others what God had 
done for his ſoul, about the year 1657; though 
he did not go much abroad at firſt, but 2 1 88 


1 his 
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* his own meeting for ſome time, ſave only 10 
viſit friends that were priſoners for truth's 1. 
timony at Carliſle, waiting in great humility 
and lowlineſs of mind, to feel the motion of 
the power, that he might not go before his 
guide; and was diligent. in his calling, grow. 


ing in experience of the work of the Lorxd 


(and alſo how to avoid Satan's devices) and in 
favour with God, and in an increaſe of divine 
wiſdom; and in this pleaſant ſtate was con- 
tent to abide. But the Lord, who had ſo 
dealt with him in mercy, began to ſtir in his 
heart, to ariſe and go forth in the firength of 
his ward; to declare againſt the hirelings that 
feed ſhemſelves, and not the flock, — keep 
people in ignorance of the good things that 
God had done for him We others. And 
vhen the word of the Lord came to him, he 
would willingly have ſhunned it; but there 
was no peace but in obedience, ſo he gave up: 
and on the firſt-day of the week, went to 
Aſpertry, to ſpeak to prieſt Warwick; who 
ſpoke to the conſtable, before ]. Burnyeat ſaid 
any thing, to put him and the friend that went 
with him forth; who bid the prieſt go on, 


for they did not diſturb him. And when the | 


prieſt. had done, J. Burnyeat ſpoke to the 
people, but he got away; and the people 
hurried J. Burnyeat out, ſo that he got not 
at the prieſt that forenoon, but went away, 
thinking to have bar home; but Was moved 
r Eie 1 to 
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40 go again in the afternoon, which he did, 
and e to him and to the people, and came 
away in peace. And ſome time after, he was 
moved to go to Lorton, and fpeak to prieft 
Fogo, who fell into a rage and ſtirred up the 
people, who fell upon him, and haled him out 
of the houſe, and beat him; and the prieſt 
| threatened to put him in the ſtocks, And 
that day two weeks, he was moved to go and 
 fpeak to the fame prieſt, at Lowſwater; and 
becauſe he did not put off his hat when the 
rieſt went to prayers, he railed at him, and 
d the people take him away, which John 
Burnyeat's own father at laſt did; but he 
waited in the yard, and ſpoke to him, but the 
prieſt went away in a rage. Then he was 
moved of the Lord to go to Brigham to ſpeak 
to prieft Denton, -which he did, after he had 
done; but his hearers fell on him, and beat 
him with their bibles and ftaves out of the 
Houſe and grave-yard, that he was ſore with 
the blows. And the prieft commanded the 
eonſtable to ſecure him, and the friend with 
Fletcher, who ſent them to Carliſſe gaol, where 
de remained twenty-three weeks. After which 
he had a concern upon his mind to go into 
Scotland, which he did in the eighth month, 
x658:: and travelledin that nation about three 
months, in the north and weſt, as far as Aber- 
deen, and back again to Edinburgh; and fo 
v7 RS weſtward 
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10 
weſtward to Lithgow, 
as Port-Patrick, and back to Air and Doug- 
las and had great ſervice, not only at meet- 
ings where there were any, but in ſteeple- 


houſes and markets, to call people to repent- 


ance; out of their lifeleſs hypocritical profef= 
| ion, and dead formalities. And fo being 
clear, he returned home in the eleventh an 
and followed his calling till the third month, 
1659, and then took ſhipping for Ireland; 


as it opened to him when he was in Scots _ 
land, and remained with him after he came Ry 


home, He landed in the north of Ireland, 
and travelled up to Liſbon and Lurgan; and 
to Kilmore, in the county of Armagh; and 


up and down the north among friends; and 


many people came to meetings, and wete con- 
vineed: and from thence to Dublin and Mount- 
meliek and Kilkenny, 
and ſo to Cork and Bandon, Youghal and Wa- 
terford, Rofs and Wexford, Catherlough and 
Mountmelick again, &e. And fo having gone 
through and publiſhed the name of the Lord 
and his truth, he was willin to return to 


England, intending to go to Carrickfergus to 


take ſhipping; but it came dpon him to re- 


turn back to Lurgan, where he met with Ro- 


bert Lodge, newly come out of England, who 
went with him to Londonderry about the be- 
ginning of the ſeventh month, 1659; and they 
travelled together in that nation for 12 months 
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after; and were at the ſteeple-houſe in — c 


donderry on the firſt-day, and had a large 
time among the people, till the mayor ſent his 


officers, who forced them out of the city into 

a boat, and ſent them away: ſo being clear, 
_ _ they went to Colerain, and to the Grange, 
' Antrim and Lurgan; and after ſome time, 


into the ſouth to Dublin, Mountmelick, Ath- 
lone, Galloway, Limerick, Cork and Bandon, 
and ſo through the ſouth into the north again, 
and an diligently in hard travels, in cold, 


| * 


hunger, and hardſhips, in that country; xy” 


were ſeveral times put in priſon: once at Ar- 
magh, once in Dublin, twice at Cork; beſides 


_ ſuffering other abuſes for their teſtimony for 


the Lord, in their towns and ftee ple-houſes 


againſt the hireling prieſts, &c. yy thus 


having laboured in the goſpel for 12 months, 
and many being convinced and turned to the 


truth, in the ſeventh month, 1660, they took 


ſhipping at Carrickfergus, intending for White- 
haven; but were driven into Scotland, and ſo 
came over land into Cumberland, and he return- 
ed to his outward calling, being moſtly at home 
till the firſt or ſecond month, 1662; and then 


was moved to go to London to George Fox, 
and others; and acquaint them what was up- 


on him, to go to America, which had been 


0 long with him: but as he was given up to 
tte will of the Lord, the weight of it was re- 
moved; and ſo he returned home through York- | 


tel 


hire. And at Rippon, going to viſit friends) 
who were priſoners for meeting to worſhip 


God, to the number of twenty-four,” and 


ſpeaking a few words in priſon, the gaoler 


had him before the mayor, chancellor, &. 


who examined him; endeavouring to enſnare 
him for going to the priſon, and ſpeaking thete: 
but when that would not do, tendered him the 


oath of allegiance and ſupremacy;'for refuſing 
which, he was ſent to priſon to his friends, 


where he was kept fourteen” weeks; and for 


ſpeaking among was ſeveral” times | 


| haled, even off his knees at prayer, and put 
into the dungeon. After he was freed, he 
returned home, and followed his calling: and 
was moſtly at home, and ſometimes in TLork- 


ſhire and Biſhoprick, till the e, of _ 
ſummer, 1664. 85 


And then it came upon bind again to he to 


America: ſo he prepared for. his voyage; and 
took ſhipping for Ireland, viſiting friends. 
And in the ſeventh W took ſhipping at 


Galloway, for Barbadoes, where he laboured 


three or four months; and met with many who 
had been hurt by John Perrot, and had ſome 


exerciſe with them. After which; he took 


ſhipping for Maryland the latter end of the 


firſt, and landed of aa the latter end of the ſe- 
cond; month, 1665, where he travelled and 
laboured in the work of the goſpel, that ſum- 


mer; ; and had "args N and ſeveral were 
Ee 3 convinced; 


by came again to Virginia in the Gol month, and 
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Ms: he ls d el with 
Thomas Thurſton and his party; but through 
much labour, moſt of them were reſtored. 
Next winter he went down to Virginia, where 
many alſo were led aſide by J. Perrot; but 
rene much labour and travail, ſeveral of 
them alſo were renewed. After ſome time 

he returned to Maryland, viſiting friends, „ 


landed at New-York in the fourth month, - 
1666; and ſpent ſome time among friends, 
and then took ſhipping for Rhode-Iſland in 
New-England, and had good ſervice there, 
And thence to Sandwich, 1 , Tewkſe 
bury, Marſhifield, Scituate, and fo to Boſton, 
viſiting friends, To Salem and Piſcataway, y. 
— back to Hampton and the aboveſaid 
towns; through the 9 to Rhode-Ifland 
and Long-Iſland, and back to Rhode-Ifland 
in the winter, And the latter end of the firſt 
month, took ſhipping for Barbadoes, and land- 
ed there in the ſecond month, 1667, where 
he ſpent that ſummer; and in the feventh 
month took ſhipping for Briſtol, but landed 
at Milfordhaven ; the 27th of the ninth 
month, went to Haverfordweſt, viſiting friends 
till he came to Swanſea, Cardiff, — Mon- 
mouthſhire, and ſo over to Brikol. And after 
ſome time, through Glouceſterſhire and Berk- 
Mire to London; and afterwards returned the 
ons way to Briſtol: and into South Wales, 
£2 
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to Pembrokeſhire, and up again, by. Cle 


ceſter, &c. to London; ; Where, and in Sur- 
rey, he ſpent part of the 8 1668: and 
then into the north, k Hertfordſhire, 
: Huntingdonthirs,and foin ſointoYorkſhire, through. 
many towns and places, vifning Friends: into 
Cleveland and Biſhoprick, And aftet ſome 
time, returned home to his friends and rela- 
tions in Cumberland; but ſoon after went up 
to London to the yearly- meeting, the begin- 
ning of the tenth month, and then went welt. 
ward again into South- Wales; and afterwards 
to Briſtol, and through the countries, 2 
friends up to London, the ſpring 1669; and 
then through Basket ele bo. Briſtol a- 
gain, at the time of the fair: and from thence 
into South and North Wales, to Shrewſbury 
and fo into Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Weſtmore- 
land, and home into Cumberland. And aſtet 
A little time, took ſhippi ping at Whitehaven-for 
Ireland, and 186 at Belfaſt in the north, 
and ſpent the winter there in the labvut of the 
goſpel; and had good ſervice for the Lord 
3 that nation. And when he was clear, took 
ſhipping at Dublin, and landed at Whitchaven 
in Cumberland. And after a little tithe, took 
his journey for London to the yearly-meeting 
in the ſpring, 1670: and for declaring thetruth 
at Devonſhire-houſe meeting, was ithprifoned 
in Newgate with W. Simpſon, the 1 5th of the- 
"Ching month, by the mayor; but diſcharged 
Ee4 next 
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dent day, and he bent ſome time that dummes 
thercabout. by 

And in the fifth, month, 1690, went. with 
| William Simpſon for Barbadoes, and had great 
ſervice there; where William Simpſon died 
the Sth of the twelfth month, who was a faith- 
ful fervant and miniſter of Chriſt, which was 
à great loſs to John Burnyeat. And after he 
Was, clear, he took ſhipping for New-England, 


And arrived at New-York in the ſecond month, 


1671; and went to Long-lfland, viſiting 
friends ; ; and was at the half-year's-meeting 
at Oyſterbay; and ſo to Rhode-Iſland yearly- 
meeting, in the fourth month. Thence to 

Sandwich, Kc. to Boſton, Salem, Hampton, 

and Piſcataway ; and had many bleſſed meet- 
ings; and back the ſame way. to Rhode- 
Illand and Providence; Long-Iſland, Fluſhing, 


© Graveſend, and over to Eaſt-Jerſey; and had 


Tome meetings. And ſo back to the half- 
year s-meeting at Oyſterbay, in the eighth 
month, where they had a bleſſed meeting; 
though they had ſome exerciſe with ſome 
contrary ſpirits, againſt the good order of 
truth; but he anſwered their objections. And 
after their meetings were over, he went to 
Fluſhing, Graveſend, New-York, and ſo. to 
Maryland and Virginia,, with his companion, 
Daniel Gould, where he found things better 
than before. And he appointed a general 
iin at Weſt-River, i in the ſecond ooh, | 
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2672, before he left them; to which came 


G. Fox and many friends. After Which, he, 8 L 


G. Fox, R. Widders, and G. Pattiſon, went 
over to the eaſtern ſhore; and through the 
woods to Newcaſtle and New-Jerley, (now 
ſo called) ſwimming: over ſeveral rivers, and 
lodging in wigwams, (the Indians being kind 
to them) till they came to Middletown in n Ealt- 

Jerſey, and ſo. to Long-Iſland, and the half. | 
Fear s-meeting at Oyſterbay, where ſome of 
the former oppoſers appeared; but truth was 
ſet over them, G. Fox being there: and then 


went to Rhode-Iſland to the yearly-meeting, 


in the fourth month, Which held eight days. 
After which, J. Burnyeat went into the eaſtern 
parts of New-England, . with J. Cartwright 
and G. Pattiſon, to Sandwich, Plymouth, 
Duxbury, Marſhfield, and Scituate, where he 
had a diſpute with Game of the elders of their 
church. 1 at Boſton, the marſhal and a 


conſtable came to the meeting (which was 


large) to take him up; 135 the conſtable 
being moderate, after he had heard him, 
would not take him, but went away, and 
told the deputy governor that he heard 


were ſatisfied, and ſpoke well of friends; 


which when. prieſt Thatcher heard, he ſtirred - 


up the magiſtrates, . and they ſent. and took 


friends at their meeting ſoon. after, and ſent © 
IP. to priſon; Feu Je ohn Stubbs 


an * 
„ =» * d 


no- ; 
thing but what was true; ; and the people 
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a James Lantaſter, and baniſhed them out 
- of the colony: and next day he had a meeting 
Monk, and alſo with ſome of J. Perrot's 
8 ,. about keeping on the hat in prayer. 
And at Hampton; where ſeveral of their church 
Elders came to the meeting, and were well ſa- 
tified, and ſpoke well of truth; at which Sea» 
born Cotton, the prieſt, was angry, and en- 
geavoured to ſtir up perſecution. Thence to 
Piſcataway, and back again to Hampton and 
Salem, having ſervice among friends and 
others. And fo to Boſton and Rhode-Ifland;- 
Where he met George Fox; and went with ]. 
Stubbs to Nec ner arid Warwick, having 
meetings; and had ſome exerciſe with Gox- 
m— and his company (Ranters) : and return- 
to Rhode-Iſland, had a diſpute with Þ dos 
Williams, who publiſhing a ye relation or 
It, G. Fox and J. Burnyeat afterwards (1677) 
anſwered i in a large book, entitled, A New- 
England Firebrand nenched. After which, 
J. Burnyeat and J. Stubbs went over to che 
Narraganſet country, to New-London, Nor- 
wich, and Hertford, and had meetin 96; but 
the profeſſors oppoſed: and though 3h went 
to their meetings, they would not hear, but 
diſputed, So they went weſtward to Hert- 
ford, Newhaven, Milford, Stratford, Stan- 
ford, and Greenwich, where the prieft gor a 
watrant to take them up in the beginning 
their meeting, and had them before a b 
ate! ; 


7 


(a) 


a but he being moderate, would ner 
commit them, but * have the prieſts diſ- 
courſe with chem before the people in their 

public meeting-houſe, which the prieſts, though 

unwilling (bong diſpleaſed) did on feveral 


points, which J, Burnyeat drew up an account 


of, in a book in manuſcript; and next day had 


a meeting at Greenwich, and fo went ooh to 


Long-Iſland, to Oyſterbay; ; and thence to 
Eaſt-Jerſey, New-York, and fo to Maryland 


and Virginia, in the clinch month, 1672 ; and. 


had a diſpute with a fifth-monarchy-man, 


He and George Fox had a meeting with the - 


Indians; and after much good ſervice, being 
clear of thoſe countries, he took ſhipping with 
George Fox, in the ſecond month, 1673; and 
in the third month, landed at Galloway- Bay 
in Ireland; and travelled to Limerick, CharteE 
field, Cork, and Bandon, viſiting Friends. And 
to Youghall, Tallow, Kilcommon, and Water» 
ford; and the counties of Wexford, Cather- 


lough, Queen's County, Weſtmeath, Armagh, 
Antrim, Dublin, Wicklow, province of Mun» 


ſter and Leinſter, viſiting moſt of the meet 


ings in that nation; and labouring there till 
the tenth month; and then took Küppesg for 
England, landed at Whitehaven; and after 
three months ſtay in Cumberland. went to 


. Newcaſtle, Biſhoprick, Yorkſhire, Cleveland; 
Whitby, Scarborough, Malton, and York, . 


having precious WI ; and ſo to Marſham, 


and 
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; and 19 thence with R. Lodge to the yearly⸗ 
meeting at London, 1674; and then through 
Buckinghamſhire, Oxfordſh r 
and Glouceſterſhire, to Briſtol (where I firſt 
ſaw him, and loved him ever after for his te{- 
timony's ſake). After which he went to 
Shrewſbury, and Wrexham in North-Wales ; 
and from thence, with John-ap-John, into 
South - Wales, through ſeveral counties to Pem- 
brokeſhire; and ſo up the ſouth-ſide to Mon- 
mouthſhire, and paſſed over to Glouceſterſhire 
and Briſtol again, and through ſeveral eoun- 
ties to London: then into Eſſex, and returned 
to London to the yearly-meeting,. in 1675. 
From thence to Hertford, and ſo northward 
with. John Grave and James Hall, through 
ſeveral towns in Yorkſhire, as aboves leve- 
land, Biſhoprick, and ſo into Cumberland: 4 
then into Weſtmoreland, to a meeting about 
J. Story and ]. Wilkinſon, with whom friends 
were about this time exerciſed. After which, 
and viſiting ſome meetings thereabouts, he 
went through Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, to 
John-ap-John's, near Wrexham, in North- 
Wales, who went with him to the quarterly- 
meeting at C. Lloyd's, at Dolobran ; and 
then through ſeveral counties in Wales. And 
came again to Briſtol, and into Somerſetſhire, 
and back to Briſtol: then into Wiltſhire, 
Glouceſterſhire, Berkſhire, Oxfordſhire, Wor- ä 
e. to Briſtol again; and from thence 
3 


429 
to London, labouring in the work of the goſ- 
pel; and then down into Cumberland, and to 
the meeting at Drawell, in the ſecond month, 
1676, about the aforeſaid difference with 
J. Story and J. Wilkinſon, which laſted four 
days, where many friends laboured much for 
their preſervation; but they were too far gone 
n a ſeparate ſpirit to be reclaimed. After which, 
J. Burnyeat went home, and took his jo 
with J. Tiffin, through Weſtmoreland: and 
Yorkſhire, to the yearly-meeting at London, 
viſiting friends by the way; where the buſi. . 
neſs of the ſeparation in Weſtmoreland wag 
under conſideration, and epiſtles written to 
prevent it, if it might have been. He after- 
wards married and ſettled in Ireland, where 
his ſervice moſtly lay in his latter days, but 
came over into the north to viſit friends in 
1682. He was impriſoned in the Marſhalſea 
(Dublin) for meeting and - preaching in the 
ſixth month, 1683, when perſecution was rife 
in England, but was freed in the eighth month. 
He came over into England again in 1684, _ 
and travelled in divers parts of the north, and 
into Scotland, with J. Tiffin and another friend, 
to Edinburgh, and north and weſt. And 
after his return in the firſt month, 1685, Ido 
not find, but he continued in Ireland, Where 
he was very ſerviceable till the time of his de- 
ceaſe. His wife died about the 1oth month, 
Ne ; and he having finiſhed his courſe and 
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: bes the Eich, departed ; in_peace, the 1 tth of 
the ſeventh month, 1690, about 59 years of 
age, 1 from all his Iabours, and his works 
follow him. He left one fon, a hopeful 
young man, behind him. He was an ex- 


cellent miniſter of the goſpel of Chrift, and 


dis memorial is bleſſed. See his works and 


teſtimonies concerning him: his account of 
His convincement and Journal of his travels, 


2 in Ito. 

of Maſham in Vorkſhire, 
thut f . of God and minifter of Jeſus 
Chrift, was born about the year 1636. He 
was religiouſly mclined in his youthful days, 


and faw the errors of the prieſts before he re- 


- ceived the truth, and was helpful in diſco- 
vering them to others; and uſed to diſcourſe 
them, particularly one Anthony Procter, in 
Oliver Cromwelf s time; and was commonl y 
too hard for them. He was of a valiant ſpi- 
Fit from his youth upward: and when it 
| the Lord to ſend his faithful ſervants 
in thoſe parts, to preach the everlaſting goſ- 
pet, directing dams minds to the light of 
Chriſt in their conſciences; he and many 
more were convinced of the way to eternal 
life (even in his tender years) about the year 
1658, and were hs to be a meeting, to 
fit in filence, and wait upon the Lord; and in 
| due . being gathered in the name of the 
9 he made his power known, to the 
rending 
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tending the vail, and breaking down the pars 
tition-wall, and raiſing up their ſouls from 


death to life ; ; which . great joy and 
comfort in them, and among them; and by 
the power and ſpirit of life, he came to have 
his mouth opened, to bear witneſs to it, and 
declare of God's eternal power. And the 
Lord made him a very ſerviceable inflru« 
ment in his hand, for the gathering many 
out of the ways of the world, into the way 
of life: and ſent him forth to preach the 
everlaſting goſpel in many parts of this na- 
tion, and in Ireland, whither he was not 
after moved to go, to declare the everlaſting 
truth; where he travelled with J. Burnyeat, 
as aforeſaid, from the beginning of the fe= 
venth month, 1659, for about one year's time, 
through moſt parts of it af frac ſer 
vice for the Lord in many places; and wen 
through many great trials and exereiſes; but 
the Lord did mightily preſerve him, and at= _ 
tend him with his bleſſed preſence : from 


whence he ſent an epiſtle to friends in York 


ſhire, dated in the county of Armagh, the 
fourth month, 1660. And ſoon after his 
return home he was impriſoned, the 18th of 
the-twelfth month, with many more in that 
county of York, in the great impriſonment 
after the coming in of king Charles H. in 
1660, till the king's proclamation for their 


peleaſ, in 1661. And was again impriſoned | 


for 


) 
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for his "ISR 
county, in 1665, where he writ his ſecond. 
epiſtle: and when he ſuffered impriſonment, 
or otherwiſe, for the teſtimony of truth, he 
ſuffered patiently, reſting in the will of God. 
He went into Ireland again, and travelled 
with George Fox up and down that nation, 
in the year 1669; jeopardying his life among 
the prieſts and Papiſts there, where he and 
George Fox had many large meetings of the 
people of God; and his power and preſence - 
was among them. And when they had 
finiſhed - their teſtimony there, they came 
over into England, and continued labouring 


— 


in the work of the Lord; though I do not 
find he travelled far abroad, at lea.c, over ſea, 


ter this: yet he travelled pretty much about 
own country, and ſometimes to London; 
particularly with J. Burnyeat, to the yearly- 
mekting in 1674. I was at his houſe at 
Maſham, as I went into the north the latter 
end of the firſt month, 1676; but he was 


Drawell, about the difference with J. Story 
and J. Wilkinſon; as were many other 
friends, -whom 1 thereby miſled of ſeeing. 
But the ſame year he came up again with J. 
Burnyeat, to the yearly-meeting at London; 
: and afterwards (that fummer). came down to 
Briſtol, and was at a meeting at Portſhead in 


Somerſetibire with 85 Wahl, e I, Trad 


_— 7 


W besehl, in he n 


gone tothe meeting at John Blaikling's at 15 


* 


* 
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Ie dat onde fans iliac nk He bad 


a fine refreſhing teſtimony ; and I remember 
{ome of his words, when life ſprung in the 
meeting, ſaying, Spring up, O well, ling ye 
unto it: and now (ſaid he, when life was in 


dominion) unto whom ſhall the ſong be ſung, 


but unto the ſpringing well, yiz. (The foun- AG 


* tain of life, or well of living water, (which 
< Chriſt {aid of the ſpirit) ſhould. be in him 


that believeth a well of water, ipringing wp 


into everlaſting life, Numb. xxl, 7. John 


iv. 14. vii. 38, 39. After which I do not find 


much of him till the year 1684, when he and 
his old companion, J. Burnyeat, travelled again 
into Yorkihire, &c. which was the laſt time 
that I find J. Burayeat was in England. And 


as he and J. Burnyeat had travelled much to- 


gether, fo they died near about the lame timez 


J. Burnyeat the 11th, as aforeſaid, and R. 
Lodge, the 15th of the ſame, viz, the ſeventh 
month, 1690, when he had finiſhed his teſtis 


mony, departing ſweetly in the Lord to his eter- 


nal reſt. A friend, Katherine Winn, to whom. 
ge 


he had been inſtrumental of good, 
lee him in the time of his et and 


by his bed-lide, mnder an exctcile for-him,di# 
looked chearfully at her, and daid, Why wos . 

zand | 
bad many heavenly expreflions on his deaths 


man, we muſt megt again in eternity: 


bed. He was an excellent miniſter, and had 
Wen Wikies He was in- 


| 
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ſtrumental to turn many to righteouſneſs, and 
to build them up in the moſt holy faith. His 
teſtimony reached to the witneſs of God in 
the conſciences of many; and was a ſon of 
._ conſolation to the watering and refreſhing 
many. weary ſouls; and his words: were as 
the balm of Gilead to the broken-hearted. 
He kept his firſt love and habitation m the 
truth to the laſt: and bore a faithful and. liv- 
ing teſtimony for God, not only in words, 
but in life and ner tion And toward 
his latter end, laboured much with, and for, 
the young generation, that they might come 
up in the footſteps of thoſe who were gone 
before. He was a man of a ſweet diſpoſition, 
and left a good ſavour behind him. | Much 
might be ſaid concerning him, but I refer to 
the Several living Teſtimonies given forth 
- * by divers Friends concerning him and his 
5 faithful Labours and Travels. | Printed in 
1691. fp 
4. Robert Barclay y. chat faithful ie and 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and famous apologiſt 
for the people called Quakers, was ſon of Col. 
David Barclay, of Ury, near Aberdeen in Scot- 


ü 5 land; deſcended of the Barclays of Mather, 


in the kingdom of Scotland, an ancient and 
'- honourable: family among men; and of Ka- 
tharine Gordon, of the houſe of the duke of 
Gordon. He was born at Edinburgh, in the 
. ar and was educated from his infancy 

| ne amongſt 


———— 
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amongſt the ſtricteſt ſort of Calvinifts in i: | 
own country; and had ſcarce got out of his 
childhood, when he was ſent into France, 
under the tuition of an uncle at Paris, for the 
benefit of the-French tongue as well as the 
Latin, both which he had the advantage of. 
There the Papiſts endeavoured to proſelyte 
him to their way, which his immature capa- 
city could hardly reſiſt : but he ſoon came to 
a ſight of the error of it. He returned home 
about 1664, in the ſixteenth year of his age; 
where, by the example and inſtruction of his 
honeſt and worthy father, who received the 
bleſſed truth in the year 1666; and his con- 
verſe with other ſervants of God, he came to 
ſee and taſte the excellency of it alſo; and 
was convinced of the truth about the year 
1667; and publicly owned. the teſtimony of 
the true light, which enlightens every man, 
and came early forth a zealous and fervent 
witneſs for it; enduring the croſs, and deſpiſ- 
ing the ſhame that attended this diſcipleſhip, 
eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt; counting all 
things as droſs, in compariſon. of the know- | 
ledge of Chriſt, which he embraced as his 
crown; and received the gift of the mini 
as his greateſt honour, in 5 he —— 
to bring others to the knowledge of God; and 
his labour was not in vain in the Lord. He 
"we much concerned in controverſy with the 
112 Fiz  adverianes - 
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J | adverſaries + oppoſers of truth in 1 


country; which was begun by one George 
Meldrum's preaching and writing againſt 
friends, on the riſe of that people at Aber- 
deen; which was followed by thirty queries 
of the biſhop. of Aberdeen to Alexander Jaf- 
fray: all which were anſwered by him and 
e Keith. At laſt came out a nameleſs 
« Dialogue, ſuppoſed to be by William Mit- 

chell: to which our friend, R. Barclay, pub- 
liſhed- am anſwer in 1670, intitled, * Truth 
cleared of Calumnies, with an hiſtorical 
preface of the ground. of the controverſy, and 
how it began. To which William Mitchell 
_ replyang, Robert Barclay rejoined, in a book 
_ Intitled, '* William Mitchel unmaſked; in 
0 1672; which, as far as I find, put an end to 
Wat controverſy. The fame year, he was 
moved of the Lord, in a croſs to his own 


Z Will, co paſs through the ſtreets of Aberdeen, 
covered with ſackeloth and aſhes, to call them 


* © of Faith, to 
= Seripture Terms, againſt the Errors of the 


to repentance by that fignal and ſingular ſign. 
Ad: afterwards - wrote A ſeaſonable Warn- 
ing and ſerious Exhortation to the Inhabi- 
| — 41 And being given up for the 
ſpreading and promoting of truth, to prevent 
_  - eantroverlſy for the future, he wrote and pub- 
Efhed, in — * A Catechiſm and Confeſſion 
tabliſh the Truth in plain 


ee Rag keen and. Cal, 


— ͤ—— 
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In 1674, he publiſhed his book intitled“ The 
Anarchy of the Ranters, and other Liber- 

( tines, &e. in relation to church govern- 

ment; which W. Rogers writing againſt, oc 

caſioned ſome controverſy between them, 
which terminated to Robert Barelay's honour 

W. Roget's owning his miſtakes under his 


hand: though like the double-minde&® man, 


being unſtable in all his ways, he afterwards 
bliſhed his objections, as did alſo Robert 
arclay his vindication. ' The ſame year, 
(if not before) he publiſhed fifteen theological 
propoſitions, for the more general informing 
all of our principles, ' intitled, © Theſes Theo- 
© logiez, To the Clergy of what Sort ſoever, 
Ke. Which, according to the will of Gody 
© as he ſays, proving ſucceſsful beyond his 
< expectation, to the: ſatisfaction of ſeveral; 
© and to the moving in many u deſire of being 
further informed concerning us (as being 
© every where evilly ſpoken of) and likewiſe 
© meeting with public oppoſition by ſome, as 
© will always be the caſe, ſo long as the devil 
© rules in the children of diſobedtenceF, he was 


thereby 


„For ſome of the Students of Divinity (ſo called) at 
Aberdeen, challenged a diſpute on the ſaid propoſitions, . 


which was held in the ſecond month, 1675, between them 


and the people called Quakers ; particularly, Robert Bar- 
clay and George Keith, which tended to the advantage of 


truth: for the ſcholars and their company behaved them= 


ſelves. ſo rudely, that inſtead of arguments to confute' 
dur friends, they broke up the diſpute before they had 
5 „ 1 


— 
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thereby further engaged, in the liberty of 


the Lord, to preſent to the world his Apo- 
“ logy of the Truth held by thoſe People, 


which he dedicated to king Charles the IId. 


1675, and publiſhed in Latin, in 1676, for 


the information of ſtrangers. In the firſt 


month, 167%, he was impriſoned for the 
truth at Aberdeen, where he wrote his trea- 
tiſe of Univerſal Love.“ And in the ninth 
month, An Epiſtle of Love and Friendly 


ON bios to the Ambaſladors of the ſeveral 


© Princes of Europe, met at Nimeguen, to 


* © conſult the Peace of Chriſtendom.” Which 


was. preſented in Latin, in the twelfth month, 


1677, to wit, one to each ambaſſador, and 


one to each of their principals; together with 
ſo many of his apologies; whereof he makes 
mention in that epiſtle, in theſe words, viz. 
And becauſe many are the calumnies' that 
© ſuch are reproached withal, as holding forth 
© ſtrange and pernicious doctrines; ; therefore 


I have herewith ſent you a large Apology 


< for the True Chriſtian en held forth 


F 
gone through half the Theſes, and betook themſelves to 
throwing turfs and ſtones. So that four of the ſtudents 
were convinced of the truth, Of which diſpute our 


friends publiſhed an account: and Robert Barclay offered 


them another meeting, which they would not accept of ; 
but afterwards put out a book againſt the Quakers, in rela- 


tion to the diſpute: which our friend Robert Barclay an- 


ſwered in a book, intitled, © e confirmed. : And 
ſo * rencounter ended. | 


+ ut 


_ 
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and preached by them; that therein you 
may ſee how the truly Chriſtian principles, 
* which have been loſt in the apoſtacy, while 
the life of chriſtianity was not to be found, 
is reſtored by their teſtimony. Which apo- 
logy he ſoon after turned into Engliſh, for the 
benefit of his countrymen; for one ſohn Brown, 
a Scotchman, writing againſt it in Latin, and 
thereby taking occaſion the more to abuſe him 
and friends, by miſrepreſenting the truth they 
held, being in a language not generally un- 
derſtood; this made him haſten the Engliſh 
edition, Which ws printed in Holland, 1678; 
and his vindication of it againſt John Brown, | 
in 1679; in which year he was alſo a priſoner 
at Aberdeen for his teſtimony, where he writ 

his © Vindication of his Anarchy, againſt W. 
Rogers. He travelled in the miniſtry in Scot- 
with and England; and came ſeveral times to 
London, particularly in 1677, when he had 
the meeting with W. Rogers: and went over 
into Holland with George Fox, William Penn, 
and others, that year: and travelled with W. 
Penn into Holland, and ſome parts of Ger- 
many, to ſpread the goſpel of Chriſt, where 
they had good ſervice for the Lord; and were 
intimate and inward in divers ſeirvicus; from 
firſt to laſt. And after his return, he and G. 

Keith came to Briſtol, where I ſaw and heard 


„ 


* 


him, and a fine teſtimony he had. He had 


allo good ſervice at court, in relation to friends 


Ff 4 en 


« 449. 5 = 
fafferirigs: in king Charles IId's time, being 


| . acquainted with the duke of York. He lived 


Pftetty much retired at home in his own coun- 
try, in his latter time, but came to London 
again in 1685, and diſcourſed the Dutch am- 
baſſador about immediate revelation; and the 
next year, publiſhed © The Poſſibility and Ne- 
< ceflity of the Inward: and Immediate Reve- 
lation of the Spirit of God, writ to him 
fome years before on that fubject. He loved 
the * and way of God (ſays William Penn) 
as revealed among us, above all the world; 
and was not aſhamed of it before men; but 
bold and able in maintaining it; found in 
judgment, ſtrong in argument; chearful in 
travels and ſufferings; of a pleaſant diſpoſi- 
Union, yet ſolid, plain, and exemplary in his 
comverſativn He was 4 learned man, a good 
Chriſtian, an able miniſter, &c. Theſe — 
ment qualities, ſays he; in one that had em- 
ployed them ſo well, and that had not lived 
much above half the life of a man (having 
outlived his father but four years, and died 
thirty years ſhort of his age) rendered the 
_ Joſs of him the greater, eſpecially in that na- 
tion where he lived. His fickneſs was but 
hort; in which time, our friend, James Dick- 
ian vf Cumberland, was with him: he ex- 
preſſed himſelf ſweetly, and ſo died in peace 
with the Lord, at his own houſe at Ury, the 
| Wy yes the * woah, 1690, in the 42d 


13 year 


„„ of 
year of his age, leaving a ſorrowful widow 
four ſons a 'thrve daughters behind him 
See His works in folio, printed V and W. 
Penn's Preface and hs to - Concerns 
ing him; if 
5. George Fox the” elder, (for Were was 
another of that name, for diſtinQion;; called 
the younger, who died in the year 1662) was 
born at Drayton in Clay, in Leiceſterſhire; in 
1624, who was the firſt called a Quaker, and 


the firft that preached the everlaſting: Solpel 0 


amongſt — and turned many to 
ouſheſs, He was an early and earneſt ſeeker 
of the Lord from his childhood, and under- 
went great exerciſe inwardly about religion iu 
his youth, ſeeing the corruption and degene- 
racy of molt profeſſors, that he could not join 
with any, but retired much alone; 5 
the Lord for wiſdom and counſel, being ſen⸗ 
fible of an inward principle of light, grace, 
and truth, in the inward parts, which diſeo- 
vered n and evil, and would lead man and 
woman out of it, and out of the fall, up to 
God again, as they took heed to it, and gave 
up to follow it ; and teach them their duty to 
God, and how to worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth. And he met with great oppoſition 
from prieſts and profeſſors er his religious 
diſſent, and denyng their evil ways. And 
as he grew in grace, and in the knowl: 


of out Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, with 
ice ssc douft 


— 


F 
out any outward teacher, or any to tell his 
condition to, he was often made to reprove 
both prieſts and people, for the evil of their 
ways, and call them to repentance: travelling 
up and down, and working at his trade (which 
was that of a ſhoe-maker) between whiles; 
particularly at Mansfield in N ottinghamſhire, 
till about the year 1647, when he began more 
particularly to declare the truth as he had re- 
ceived it in Jeſus Chriſt, freely to others, and 
to direct them to the light of Chriſt in their 
conſciences, which is the true light that en- 
* lightens every man that cometh into the 
„world, John i. 9. which ſhews and re- 
proves for ſin and evil; and would give them 
wer over it, as they came to believe in it 
and obey it; for this was his meſſage with 
the apoſtle, that God is Light, and in him 
« is no darkneſs at all; and if we walk in 
„ the Light, as he is in the Light, we have 
e fellowſhip one with another, and the blood 
4 of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, cleanſeth us from 
« all fin,” 1 John i. 5, 7. And many were 
turned to it, and came to fit down under 
Chriſt their teacher, before they were called 
\Quakers, (particularly in Nottinghamſhire, 
Leiceſterſhire, and vale of Beavor, in 1648) 
therefore truly called Children of Light; 
for which he was hated and perſecuted by the 
prieſts and profeſſors of thoſe times: and was 
ee at Nottingham, for ſpeaking in the 
W 


—— 
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ſteep le-houſe there, in 1649; arid after he was 
had, he travelled up and down, going to 


ſteeple-houſes, and ſpeaking to prieſts and 
people. And in the year 1650, for going to 


the ſteeple-houſe at Derby, he was committed 25 


to the houſe of correction for ſix months, by 
major Bennet, an Independant juſtice of peace, 
who obſerving George Fox to tremble, When 
the power of God was upon him, called him 
Quaker (the firſt time that name was ſo given) 
and afterwards he was put in the dungeon for 
fix months more, becauſe he would not take up 
arms, and be a captain of a troop of horſe, to go 
and fight againſt the king (Charles II.) at Wor- 
ceſter fight, in 1651. And after his diſcharge, 
he travelled about, declaring the truth; and 
many were convinced and turned to it, as in 
Yorkſhire, Weſtmoreland, . and - Swarthmore 
in Lancaſhire, where he was very ſerviceable. 
in judge Fell's family, his wife being con- 
vinced of the truth, and ſeveral others in that 
family, in 1652; who came forth in public 
- teſtimonies, and became brave ſerviceable men 
and women; as W. Caton, T. Salthouſe, Anne 
Clayton, &c. though he was much oppoſed 
and 3 by the prieſts thereabouts; and 
underwent great ſufferings, beatings, ſtonings, 
&c. And was accuſed by the prieſts, and 
ſworn againſt by their witneſſes, at Lancaſter 
ſeſſions, but honourably acquitted by judge 


Fell od Col. Weſt, who began to ſee through. 
the 


6 


me priefts, and were moderate towards 48655 - 


tte priefts party being ſo diſappointed, thr 
the people cried, the Quakers had got 
the day, &e. and hundreds were convinced 
_ at chat time. After which he travelled into 
Gumberland, and had t ſervice: and for 
ſpeaking in che fiveple-houſe at Carliſle, after 
the prieſt had done, he was committed to pri- 
ſon there, in 1653, where James Parnel came 
to him, Who became an able minifter, and af- 
tterwards died a priſoner in Colcheſter caſtle, 
in 1656. George Fox was threatened to be 
put to death, but at laſt was ſet at liberty. 
After Which, travelling ſouthward, he was 
taken up at a meeting at Whetſtone, in Lei- 


oeſterſhiire, hy colonel Hacker, and brought 


up to London before Oliver Cromwell, in 

1694, with whom he had good ſervice, * 
at-laft was ſet at liberty, He ftaidtin London 
ſome time, and travelled. in the countries 
round it: then went northward again, and 
returned to London. Afterwards went weſt-⸗ 
ward to the Land's-End of Cornwall, where, 
giving forth a paper, he was taken up; and, 
for refuling to take the abjuration-oath, Was 
committed to Launceſton gaol by major Ceely, 
with Edward Pyot of Briſtol, and William, 
Salt of London, in 1655; tried at the aſſizes 

in 1656 and for refuſin g to take the ſaid oath 
recommitted; and afterwards put into Doomf- 


rota where he ſuffered much. After 
he 
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he was releaſed, he travelled through Deyxon- 


ſhire and Somerſetſhire to Briſtol, and ſo ta JN 


London. After which he went northward, 
and back to London, then weſtward, In 1657 

to Exeter, Briſtol, and Wales, and had 
ſervice there: ſo into the north to Swarth- 
more, Weſtmoreland, and Cumberland, where 


Jo. Wilkinſon, the prieſt, was convinced, and - 
became an able miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, _ 


Thence he went into Scotland to many p 
: and was had before the council at Edinburgh, ; 
and ordered to depart. that nation in ſeven 
days: but they that baniſhed him, were not 
long after baniſhed themſelves, . or glad to * 
away, who would not do good in their 
He travelled to ſeveral places afterwards, and 
when he was clear, came for England; ra- 
velling ſouthward to a yearly-meeting at ohn 
 -Crook's, in Bedfordſhire, in 1658, and 16 to 
London ; where, and m the counties round 
about, he laboured for ſome time: and in 
1659, went weſtward again to the Landes- 
End, and returned through Devonſhire ans 


Somerſetſhire to Briſtol, in 1660. Them 


through Glouceſterſhire into Leiceſterſhize, 
to vidat his relations; and afterwards went 
northward to a yearly-meeting at Balby in 
Vorkſhire; and ſo to Swarthmore, where he 


— Who committed him to Lancaſter gaol; 
15 OY afterwards brought up to n 


was taken. up by warrant from juſtice. Por- 1 "i 
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on a 5 corpus, he was diſcharged at "the 

| King's-bench bar in the eighth month. He 
Raid in London the remainder of that, and 
all the next year, 1661, as far as I find: and 
in 1662, went to Briſtol again, and back to 
London. Then into Leiceſterſhire, where he 
was taken up by one called lord Beaumont, 
and committed to Leiceſter priſon, had to the 
ſeſſions, and tendered the oath; and for re- 
fuſing it, ſent back to priſon, yet ſoon after 
cleared. Then returned to London; but ſoon 
after went into the eaſtern counties, Eſſex, 
Norfolk, Cambridgeſhire, &c. returning to 
en. And after ſome time, went ſouth- 
ward into Kent, and ſo ſouthward through 
the counties; weſtward, into Cornwall, 1663, 
and back through Devonſhire, Somerſatihire, 
to Briſtol; and through Wiltſhire, Glouceſ- 
terſhire, Sec. into Wales, and ſo into the 
north, viſiting friends in ſeveral counties: 
and was taken up at Swarthmore, and had 
before one G. Middleton, a Papiſt, who ten- 
dered him the oath, and would have ſent 
him to priſon, but at laſt gave him his liberty 
till ſeſſions, where he appeared; and had the 
oath of allegiance and ſupremacy tendered 
to him; and for refuſing to take it, was 
committed- to priſon till the aſſizes in the firſt 
month, then tried before judge Twiſden, and 

| committed again for refuſing the oath : as 
was alſo Margaret Fell, till the next aſſizes, 
iy in 
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in the ſixth month, 1 664, where it was thou ght 


they would have tranſported him, but en ag 


voured to præmunire him: but he pleaded ſo 
to the errors in the indictment, that they 
could not, but committed him again till the 
next aſſizes in the firft month, where they _ 
præmunired him and Margaret Fell: but the 
indictment againſt George Fox being wrong 
again, they did not ſentence him in court, 
but ſent him to priſon, and recorded him 
præmunired. He was afterwards removed 
to Scarborough caſtle in Yorkſhire, about the 
third month, 1665, where, after about ſixteen 
months impriſonment, he was releaſed by the 


king's order the firſt of September, 1666; and 


the Lord ſhewed his diſpleaſure on ſeveral of 
his perſecutors. After which, he viſited ſeve- 
ral meetings in Yorkſhire, and ſo through ſe- 
veral counties to London; then to Briſtol, 


and back to London. And in the years 1667 
and 1668, he travelled through moſt parts of 


England and Wales, to eſtabliſh cn and 
quarterly-meetings, for the ordering the afs 
fairs of truth: Firſt eaſtward, ſo northward, 
and the middle counties; then into Wales to 
Briſtol, ſo to London: Then through ſome 
of the middle counties into Wales again; and 
returning into Glouceſterſhire, Somerſetſhire, 
Devonſhire, and Cornwall; and ſo up the 


ſouth coaſt to London: and fon thence down _ + 


into the north, took ſhipping at Liverpool, 


and 


„ 


and 8 into n. in 800 viſiting friends 

- there in many parts; and returned to Liver- 
*  podl, and ſo came to Briſtol, where he mar- 
tied Margaret Fell, judge Fell's widow : after 


which hereturned toLondon,and the.countries 
about it, and then went northward ; but his 
Wife being impriſoned on the old pr e 
he returned to London, 1670, and got her diſ- 
charged. And now the 1 act bein 
ug out {on occaſion of a diſturbance - - 
by one John Fox, a Preſbyterian in Wiltſhire) 
Fox -was taken up at Grace-church- 
- Breet meeting, for declaring the truth, and 
bad before the mayor, but at laſt diſcharged; 
and then travelled weſtward and ſouthward, 
into Hampſhire, Surry, Suſſex, Kent, and ſo 
into Efſex, where he was taken very ill, but 
got to Enfield, lying there ſome time; but re- 
turned to London to the yearly- meeting, 
1671, (the firſt, I find, 1 = After 
arhiich he took ſhip for America, landed 2 
Barbadoes, where he met with a wicked op 
poſer, who was ſoon. cut off; and be had 
great ſervice there. Went Fence to Jamaica, 
thence to Maryland general- meeting, with 
many other friends: and through the woods 
by Newcaſtle to Weſt and Eaſt-Jerſcy, Long» 
Hand, to the yearly-mectings at Oyſterbay 
and Rhode-Iland, and ſome part of New - 
England; returning by divers . to New- 
r and * where was a general- 


meeting 


3 


Can 


meeting of five days: ſo to Virginia, Carolink, 
and back to Virginia and Maryland, at the 


general province-meeting, having viſited moſt 5 


of the Engliſh plantations, and had good ſer- 
vice. Being clear, he took ſhipping for Eng- 
land; and was wonderfully preſerved at ſea: 
arrived at King's-Road, came to Briſtol the 
28th of the fourth month, 1673; ſtaid till the 
fair (the firſt time I ſaw him and Wm. Penn, 
who was alſo there) after which he went to 
London, and the countries about it, viſiting 
friends; and returning into Worceſterſhire, 
he was taken up after a meeting, by Henry 
Parker, juſtice, and committed to Woreeſter 
gaol, with Thomas Lower, the 17th of the 
tenth month, and had to the ſeſſions in the 
eleventh month; tendered the oath of allegi- 
ance and ſupremacy; re- committed for refuſ- 
ing it, but Tho. Lower diſcharged. George 
Fox was afterwards brought up by habeas 
corpus, to the king's- bench bar, but returned 
to Worceſter gaol again, till the ſeſſions or af 
ſize in the ſecond month, 1674; and was left 
by judge Turner, at the aſſize to the ſeſſions 
in the ſame month, by juſtice Parker's means, 
at which they tendered him the oath; again, 
and committed him for refuſing; but having 
ſome liberty, he went up to London with the 
indictment, where ſome got an habeas corpus 


again to bring him before the judges of the 280 


king 8— -behich, where he tendered a paper what 
Gg mw 
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he could fay inftead of the oaths; but they 
left him again to the juſtices at the next quar- 
ter-ſeffions. He ftaid the yearly-meeting, 
1674, and returned to Worceſter; and at 
the ſeſſions he was tendered the oath again, 
© by juftice Street, and indicted for refuſing to 


_ Fwear. He pleaded to the errors of the in- 


dictment; but they paſſed ſentence of præ- 
munire againſt him, and ſent him back to pri- 
fon, where he was hike to have died, but was 
afterwards brought up the third time, on ha- 
beas corpus, to the Kking's-bench bar, and at 
laſt diſcharged on the errors in the indict- 
ment, in the twelfth month, 1674. He con- 
_ tinued in and about London, till after theyearly- 
meeting, 1675, and then went down to Swarth- 
more, where he continued all the year 1676, 
as far as I find, writing books, &c. And in 
the year, r677, travelled through many coun- 
ties, as Weſtmoreland, Y orkfhire, &c. to Lon- 
don yearly-meeting ; after which, he went 
down with William Penn to his houſe in 
Suſſex, where he and J. Burnyeat writ their 
great book, A New-England Fire- Brand 
* quenched,” in anſwer to R. Williams's: 
and afterwards went over into Holland with 
William Penn, Robert Barclay, &c. viſiting 
friends there; and in Friezland and ſome parts 
of Germany, Holftein, and many other places; 
and returned by Harwich, in the eighth month 
to London; and ſo through the countries to 
. Briſtol, 
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Briſtol, in the eleventh month, where he, 
William Penn, C. Marſhal, &c. had the great 
meeting with W. Rogers, and ſome of the 
Separates, in relation to the good order f 
truth, eſtabliſhed in the church, which thex 
oppoſed : after which George Fox went into 
Glouceſterſhire, and fo through ſeveral coun- 
ties to London. And after the. yearly-meet- 
ing, 1678, went down into the north, vititing 


friends, till he came to Swarthmore, where he 


ſtaid the remainder of that year, and 1679, 
till the firſt month; and then travelled through 
divers counties to the yearly-mecting at Lon- 
don, 1680, where, and in the countries adja- 
cent, he moſtly reſided, after this, viſiting 
meetings, and aflifiing friends in their ſuffer- 
ings, which were great about this time, till 
1684; when he went again to Holland, Rot- 
terdam, Amfterdam, Friezland, Harlingen, &c. 
and returned again by Harwich and Colcheſ- 
ter, to London; where, and in the countries 
thereabout, he continued attending the yearly 
and other meetings, and the alters of the. 
church; writing epiſtles to friends, &c. till 
the time of his * Having been at Grace= 
church-meeting on the firſt-day, and | 

and prayed, he departed this life the third | 
day after, at the houſe of H. Gouldney, in 
— White-Hart-Court, in peace with the Lord, 
the 13th of the eleventh month, 1690, in the 
Gg 2 67th 
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67th: year of his age, and was buried the 16th, 
at Bunhill-Fields ; of whom I ſay the leſs, 
though there is 100m to ſay more of him, 
than of moſt other friends, becauſe he left be- 
hind him an excellent journal of his travels 
and ſufferings (which is well-known) printed 
in folio, 1694. (My deſign being chiefly to 

gather the ſcattered memoirs of ſuch as left 
no journals, only this and J. Burnyeat's be- 
fore, and Stephen Criſp's hereafter, being ſo 
notable, that I could not but be particular in 
them). He wrote many books, epiſtles, and 
papers, ſome of which are ſince collectet. 
6. Thomas Salthouſe, of Drugglibeck, in 
dire another faithful —.— of God, 


and miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; of whoſe birth, 


parentage, and education, I can give little ac- 
count, but that he was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth, with W. Caton, &c. in judge Fell's fa- 
| mily, when George Fox came firſt to Swarth- 
more in 1652, as aforeſaid ; and giving up in 
obedience thereunto, came to receive a diſpen- 
ſation of the goſpel, and was ſoon ſent forth 
to preach it to others. And in the year 1654, 
travelling ſouthward, he came to London; 
\ from whence he and Miles Halhead, in 1655, 

paſſed to Briſtol and towards Exeter, (being 
preſſed in ſpirit to viſit the ſeed of God in 
cCaptivity, at Plymouth, in the county of De- 
wh ſo far as ee where a guard ig 
| | g 
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ing placed for apprehending ſuch as were ſuſ⸗ 
pected to have had an hand in an inſurrection 
which broke out a little before; they were 
taken up, and had before colonel Copleſ n, 
high-ſheriff of the county, on ſuſpicion of bs 
ing cavaliers, and having an hand therein; 
and though, on examining them, he confeſſed 
he did not believe them to be concerned there- 
in, yet cauſed them to be kept cloſe priſoners 
at Exeter, about fourteen days, and then ſent 
them from officer to officer, towards their out- 
ward hahitations : but being come two miles 
from Taunton, on the way to ' Bridgewater, 
the officer who conducted them fell down, 
and lay groveling on the ground in the fight of 
divers people, and was able to go no further: 
whereupon they returned back to the juſtice 
at Taunton, and acquainted him with what 
had befallen the officer, and to know what far- 
ther he would enjoin them; who, after ſome 
conſideration, told them be would have no 
more to do with them; and having ſet them 
at liberty, deſired the Lord to be with them. 
HFereupon they paſſed to Briſtol, where, 
and in the countries thereabouts, having ſaid 
ſome time, they departed, being moved of 
the Lord to Plymouth again, with a friend 
of Briſtol; whither they came the ſixteenth 
of the chird month, 1655, and had ſeveral 
meetings there in friends 1 which many 
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flocked unto; to whom they declared the 
word of life, as they had received. To one 
of which meetings came one George Brooks, 
prieft of the Nightingale frigate ; ftanding up 
after they had done, ſpake in commendation 
of what they had ſpoken, ſaying, It was the 
eternal truth: and exhorting the people in the 
words of the apoſtle, Not to receive the grace 
of God in vain; telling them, They muſt ex- 
pect to ſuffer perſecution. But Thomas Salt- 
houſe ſeeing his deceit, told him, He had 
ſpoken many good words and fair ſpeeches, 
but aſked him, whether he lived the life of 
what he ſpoke; for that it was he that had 
the witneſs in himſelf, that could ſet to his 
Teal that God was true. And after ſpeaking 
a few words more to the people, exhorting 
them in the words of the apoſtle, Let him that 
ſtole; ſteal no more, &c. not directing it to 
Geo. Brooks, or to any in particular; where- 
upon the ſaid George Brooks, to fulfil his own 
words, That they muſt expect to ſuffer perſe- 
cution, ſtirred up perſecution againſt them, 
pretending they had called him thief, though 
Miles Halhead had not ſpoken” a word; fo 
khat on the 21ft of the third month (the day 
before they intended to leave the town) they 
were taken out of a meeting, by warrant 
from John Page, mayor of Plymouth, who 
ſent them to priſon to the Guildhall in the 
ſame town: and next day they were . 
Org 


——— 
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fore the magiſtrates, who examined them, and 
returned them to priſon ; and about a week 
after, the mayor ſent them priſoners to the 
common. gaol in the caſtle at Exeter, as di- 
ſturbers of the peace, &c. where they were. 
continued till the ſcſſiong | in the fifth month ; 
then tried, tendered the oath of abjuration, 
and fined 51. each, for provoking words a- 
gainſt Geo. Brooks, clerk, (who was ſych a no- 
torious drunkard, that he once had a quarter 
cann hung about his neck, and put on ſhore) 
and committed to Bridewell till payment, and 
finding ſureties for their good behaviour; 
where they continued cloſe priſoners about 
twelve months, of which, and the proceedings 
at ſeſſions, ſee a large accgunt in the book en- 
titled, © The Wounds, of an Enemy in the 
© Houſe of a Friend. After they were re- 
leaſed, they returned into the north; but T. 
Salthouſe came again into the weſt, in 16 56, 
and laboured much in the work of the Lord 
in our country: and had meetings at my fa- 
ther's houſe before I was born, as he hath told 
me. And the 24th of the eighth month, 
1656, he had a Ih ute with one Francis Ful- 
wood, (perhaps 125 ſame that Was afterwards 
archdeacon of Totneſs) at Weſt-Alvinton in 
Deyonſhire; which was not muchto the prieſt's 
honour, as may be ſeen in Thomas Salthouſe's 
hook, intitled, . The hidden Things of Eſau 
* brought to _— and reproved,' in anſwer 
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ts Ae ſaid Francis Fulwood's PERS of the 
diſpute. And the 22d of the ſecond month, 
1657, being at a meeting of the Lord's peo- 
ple, at the houſe of Thomas Budd, at Aſh, in 
the pariſh of Martock, in the county of So- 
merſet, he was taken up by captain Ray- 
mond, and ſome of his ſoldiers. There had 
been ſome meetings before, where ſeveral 
_ priefts, with their company, came in a rude 
manner to break up the meeting; but being 
| diſappointed, ſome of their company came 
again to this meeting, and while T. Salthouſe 
was declaring to the people, one R. Palmer, a 
very wicked man, who endeavoured to ride 
over friends, went and informed one captain 
Raymond, who ſent two ſoldiers to fetch 
Thomas Salthouſe away; but he refuſing to 


80 with them, the captain came himſelf, ed 


took him away, though he confeſſed he had 
nothing to accuſe him of; and next day had 
him before Robert Hunt and John Cary, juſ- 
tices; who, after examining him as to his 
name, country, and whether he owned the 
preſent power and government, and about 
the hat, &c. all which he anſwered, they com- 


mitted him to Ixelcheſter gaol, as a dangerous, 


\ idle, wandering perfon, (and ſo no yo 
would have counted the apoſtles, if they had 

lived in their days) where he and ety writ 
an epiftle to friends in the weſt of England, 


55 i the third month. PE was had, with other 


F 


e 

friends, to the general quarter- ſeſſions at Taun« 
ton, f in the fifth month, where his examina». 
tion was read, and the depoſitions of Palmer, 
and one Pittard ; as if friends met with ſtaves, 
pikes, and cudgels, when it was only their 
own rude company that did fo; and others, 
viz. Chriſtopher and J. Jeans depoſed, that 
friends had hardly any ſtaves, except a riding- 
rod or whip. But theſe laſt John Cary would 
not return into ſeſſions, leſt it ſhould clear the 
innocent: but having nought elſe againſt T. 
Salthouſe, they tendered him the oath of 
| abjuration, and though he renounced the 
Pope's ſupgemacy, &c. yet becauſe he could 
not ſwear, they fined him 51. and returned 
him to priſon till he ſhould pay it, (ſee the 
book, A True Teſtimony of faithful Wit⸗ 
© nefles recorded”) where he continued about 
a tb priſoner ; during which time he writ 
n epiſtle to friends in the north of England, 

bi the ſixth month, and another to the churches 
of the Anabaptiſts, i in purſuance of their epiſ- 
tle from Tiverton in the tenth month, whieh 
Thomas Collier (a man famous among them 
till he turned oppoſer of truth, and then he 
ew dark) anſwering, Thomas Salthouſe re- 
plied in a boek, intitled, The Line of true 
judgment laid to an imperfect Piece; pub- 


liſhed by Thomas Collier; writ at Ivelcheſter 


the 12th of the firſt month, 1654; but I find 
him at liberty at Kendalſhire in Glouceſterſhire, 
writing 
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BE. writing an epiſtle back to the priſoners at 


Ivelchefſter, the 14th of the third _— 1658; 
and at Reading the 24th of the ſame, where 
he wrote his general cpiſtle. And though he 
afterwards went into the north, travelling in 
the fervice of truth, as in Yorkſhire, (where 
he writ an epiſtle to friends in the welt of 
England, mo Scalehouſe near Skipton, the 
Ich ofthe eleventh month, 1658) and diver 
other places; yet he afterwards returned into 
the ſouth about London, Kingſton, &c. in- 
1660, and ſo into the weſt, which by long 
impriſonments in it, as at Exeter _ Ivel- 
_ Cheſter, was become naturalized to him ; and 
where his ſervice pretty much lay ; and he 
was at Plymouth again the ſame year. | He 
was impriſoned again at Ivelcheſter in the 
great impriſonment; being committed by Ed- 
ward Phillips the fifth of the eleventh month, 
1660, for meeting and refuſing to ſwear, where 


be writ an epiſtle to friends in the twelfth 


month; and was brought forth to Wells ſeſ 
ions, but returned to the aſſizes at Chard, in 
the iſt month, where he and the reſt appeared; 
but with "wt others was returned to the ſeſ- 
ſions at Ivelcheſter, in the ſecond month, 1661; 
at which the court would have had hin an nd 
J. Scafe engage to return into their own coun- 
try in a month, and to come no more for the 
ſpace of three years into the county of Somer- 
= to which unreaſonable demand ane 
el 
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their juſt liberties to baniſh themſelves, they 
could not conſent: or, ſecondly, to give bail 
to be of good behaviour, and to appear at the 
next general ſeſſions: or laſtly, to engage to 
return into their own countries in two months, 
and not to come again in 12 months, which 
they refuſing, were returned to priſon; Tho- 
mas Salthouſe to the common gaol at Ivel- 
cheſter, and J. Scafe to the houſe of eor- 
rection at Shipton-Mallet, by Jo. Turbivile, 
judge of the ſeſſions; but were diſcharged, 
with John Anderdon, T. Budd, and ſeveral 
others, by the king's proclamation, dated. 
the 11th of the third month, 1661, the 28th 
of the ſame. He was again taken up with 
Thomas Lower, in Cornwall, the 27th of 
the eighth month in the ſame year, on ac- 
count of an inſurrection: but after long ex- 
amination, and detaining three days, being 
found innocent, they were diſcharged the 
Ut of the ſame. _ 

He afterwards married in Cornwall, though 
the; exact time I do not find, and ſettled at 
Auſtle in that county; yet often came into 
our country, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing off 
the everlaſting goſpel, as he often mentioned 
in his teſtimony, in relation to the goſpel mi- 
_ niſtry. He came to Briſtol, and Portſhead 
in Somerſetſhire, while I ** there, about 
1673, the firſt time that I ſaw him, to know 
him ; and uſed to come and viſit us at Ivel- 

; cheſter, 
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_ cheſter, after I was a priſoner there, eſpecially; 
as he went to London to the yearly-meet- 
ings, as he often did white at liberty. He 
was fined 20]. for preaching, by fir Jofeph 
Tredenham, in the ſecond month, 1681, and 


Had poods taken from him, viz. 300 yards 5 


of linen cloth, worth 211. 12s. 6d. and was 
iſoned at Launceſton with Thomas 
Lower, the 4th of the 6th month, 1683, by the 
aid Joſeph Tredenham, and præmunired at 
the aſſizes in the ſixth month, by judge Carle- - 
ton, for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance, 
and continued priſoner (I ſuppofe) till king 
James's proclamation of general pardon. He 
came into our country again after we were 
Freed, while I dwelt at Long-Sutton, which-I 


think was the laſt time I ſaw him. He was 


a pleaſant man in converſation, which render- 
ed him acceptable to many others as well as. 
friends, and had a large capacity as a man, 
and an excellent gift of the miniſtry. He writ 
ſome notable books, and divers excellent epiſ- 
tles to friends, which are moſtly in print, ex- 
cept ſome before- mentioned, though never. 
yet collected together as they deſerve. He 
deceaſed at his own houſe in Cornwall, in 
the twelfth month, 1690, about 60 years of 


gage, in peace with the Lord; and is no doubt 


at reſt with him from all his labours and 
ſufferings, and his works follow him. a 
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So much for theſe worthies, and the year 
1690. And now for Lens 


About this time we were exerciſed about 
the faſt appointed to be kept, as laſt year, dur- 
ing the war in Ireland, (and the more this 
year, for that it happened to be on our month- | 
ly-meeting day at Clareham, viz. the third 
fourth-day of the month, which we had long 
held for the worſhip of God) which becauſe 
we could not obſerve, by keeping faſt our 

ſhop windows, (which was moſt of the faſt 
obſerved in that caſe) but opened them as at 
other times, not being ſatisfied that it was the 
« Faſt which the Lord had choſen to bow 
« down the head for a day, &c. but to loſe - 
% the bands of wickedneſs, and undo the 
“ heavy burdens,” &c. Iſa. lviiii For Which 
I met with pretty much oppoſition from fuch- 
as owed us ill-will in the town; who endea- 
voured to render me diſaffected to the govern» 
ment, though unjuſtly and undeſervedly, be- 
ing obliged to the government for our liberty, 
and wiſhing well to the Proteſtant intereſt all 
the world over; though we could not join in 
wars and fighting, or pray for ſhedding of 
blood, being taught to love enemies; for 
«. Chriſt, came not to deſtroy mens lives, but 
to ſave them, Luke ix. 56. and we being 
come to his peaceable kingdom, wherein the 
2 Swords are to be beaten into — 
b cc an 


a 


= Ls the fears into pruning hooks, and na- 
tion not to riſe up againit nation, nor to 
© learn war any more, Iſa. ii. Mich. iv. 
And as the government had been pleaſed to 
tolerate our religious diſſent from the national 
worſhip, by law, we could not think they 
expected, or ourſelves obliged to join with 
them in this, being not in contempt of autho- 
rity, but for conſcience fake; of which I was 
not without a teſtimony, outwardly as well as 


inwardly, for I found the Lord with me, and 


good to me this ſummer, as in times 
_ paſt; and often viſited me in an eminent man- 
ner, in his everlaſting love, and en eee 


preſence to my ſoul, ſupporting and carrying 


- me over all exerciſe and oppoſition which 1 


met with for his truth's ſake; bleſſed be his 

holy name for ever. 
And on one of thoſe falt- days, ſome envi- 
ous perſons in the town got their old inſtru- 
ment, the crazy fellow afore-mentioned, whom 
they formerly ſet up to diſturb our meeting, 
and made him drunk at an inn, that he might 
fall on vs and abuſe us for opening our ſhop 
windows; ſetting him on, and ftanding out 
in the ſtreet to ſee what he would do, who 
came vapouring up with a ram's horn in his 
hand, as if he intended to do ſome great 
matter, till he came to the upper end of the 
ſhambles, where he could look out between 
that and 'the corner of another houſe, 8. 
ce 
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ſee our ſhop ; and there he Rood, leandint th 
hands on the ſhambles-board, hanging down 
his head; looking ſometimes towards our 
ſhop windows, and then down again, as if 
he had been ſtunned or chained to the place, 
that he could not ſtir or go any further for a 
, conſiderable time; I and my wife ſtanding 
in the ſhop and behoſding him all the while: 
fo that I told my wife we need not fear, for 
the Lord was on our fide, and appeared to 
confound our enemies; for the man was 
bound that he could not hurt or touch us. 
And after he had ftood a conſiderable time 
in that poſture, and recovered himſelf a little, 
he croſſed over the ftreet another way, hang= 
ing down his head like one ſmitten, and durſt 
not look towards us; and threw away his 
ram's horn, as a thing of no uſe; and ſo 
moped about all the afternoon till our ſhop. 
was ſhut; and then he was like one let looſe, 
capering and roaring about town like a mad- 
man, though bound before; which was ſo 
very remarkable, that though I have known 
many deliverances and preſervations, I never 
knew or ſaw any thing more remarkable, for 
which I praiſe and magnify the name of the 
Lord for ever. After which they never trou- 
| bled us more about our ſhop windows, though 
the faſts were kept a year or two after, and 
I mention it here for the encouragement-'of 
all to be faithful in their teſttmony, in which 
I never had cauſe to be diſcouraged : for 
| which, 
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which, and the former relation of the meets 
ing at Wrington, in 1689, and another heres 
_ "after at Wells, in 1695, I have extended 
"theſe memoirs beyond what I firſt intended. 
In the fourth month, having been down in 
the ſouth country, at Somerton, Long-Sutton, 
&c. to viſit our relations and friends, I re- 
turned by John Dando's at Hollotrow, to our 
men's meeting at Salford near Bath, where 
we had the yearly-meeting epiſtle, by our 
friend, R. Vickris, who came from London, 
with George Fox's paper to friends, which he 


left behind him ſealed up (not to be opened 


before the time, viz. of his death) with which 
we were comforted, and a fine refreſhing time 
It was. 
This ſummer, 1691, brother Bowiks of 
London, coming down again into the coun- 
, I went with him, in the ſeventh month, 
5 into Cornwall, by Bridgewater and Taun⸗ 
ton, having meetings by the way at Wel- 
Hington, in the lower ſide of our county, where 
is now a. large meeting; and at Spiceland in 
the edge of Devonſhire, where uſed to meet a 
thouſand people: and ſo by Columpton, Cre- 
diton, Oakhampton, and Launceſton (where 


George Fox was priſoner in 1656) over the 
Downs to Port-l{aac by the ſea-ſide, a danger- $5 


ous way down in the night ; but we led our 
horſes, and through mercy got well to R. 


ä Richards s, who married my friend Mary 
Day 


8 3s 9 


Day; of Briſtol, who had a public teſtimony; 
We went to John Peters's on the ſeventh day, 
and next day after their meeting at Minver, 
we parted, brother going farther weſtward, 

but I returned home by our quarterly-meet= 
ing at Glaſtonbury, where we had ſome trou- 
ble with one who had formerly run out about 
the duke of Monmouth. I lived retired this 
winter, and have little to remark as to myſelf, 
but the goodneſs and mercy of the Lord to 
me, as at other times; for which my ſoul is 
always engaged to bleſs and praiſe his holy 
name-for ever. Only I cannot but take notice 


of the death of three public friends this year, 


though not ſo largely as the laſt. 
1. James Martyn, born at Eaſt-Acton, in 


the county of Middleſex, in the year 1646, 


was convinced of the truth in 1672, and 
received a teſtimony to bear for the ſame. 
He was an innocent man, whole converſa- 
tion . adorned the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, 
which he preached faithfully ; and zealouſſy 
laboured to ſpread the truth abroad; for 
which he travelled in England and Ame- 
rica, going thither in 1682, and was in News _ 
England, Boſton, Salem, &c. in the firſt and 

fond months, 1683; and returned the latter 
end of that year, I think, for he came to Ive 
cheſter to viſit us, when we had our meetings 
in the common gaol. He went again to Ame- 
rica in 168 5, and returned in 1687. After 
$4: which 
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which he continued labouring in the miniſtry 
according to his ability, though weak in body; 
and was. taken ſick when on a journey in 
Eſſex, where he finiſhed his courſe; dying 
ſweetly in the Lord, at Bocking near Brain- 
try, « Gaps oth of the eighth month, 1691 z 
and was art to Ratcliff, London, to 2 
buried, the zd of the ninth month, aged 45 
years. : 

2. Thomas Braſey, an ancient friend of 
the miniſtry, who formerly dwelt at Wooleſ- 
ton, near Nantwich in Cheſhire, whom 1 
knew; he having been in our country about 
the year 1677, and had a found ſolid teſti- 
mony. He afterwards went to Pennſylvania, 
about the year 1682, and there died and wes 
buried, in 1691. 

3. Thomas Winne, an ancient eminent 
public friend of North-Wales, about Carwis 
in Flintſhire, who writ a book called, The 
* Antiquity of the Quakers,” in 1677. And 
another, intitled, An Antichriſtian Conſpi- 
* racy detected, in vindication of it, againſt 
a perverſe adverſary who writ againſt it, in 
1679. He afterwards went to Pennſylvania, 
in the year 1682, and was ſurveyor there, 
where he died; and was buried at Philadel- 
Phia, the 17th of the firſt month, 1694. 

The next ſpring, 1692, I and my wife 

went to the yearly-meeting at London, in 
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the third month, where I had not been for 
above 16 years, viz. not fmce I was there with 
my ſiſter in 1675; and a brave time we had 
together, the preſence of the Lord being emi- 
nently manifeſted amongſt us, could my ſoul 
fay ;. eſpecially at the general-meeting at 
Wheeter-ſtreet, the ſolemneſt that ever I was 
in: ſo that it was as if the glory of Lebanon, 
and excellency of Carmel had been given 
unto it: of which, hrough the goodneſs of 
| God, L had a ſhare, to my exceeding comfort 
and refreſhment, which made me in love with 
yearly-meetings ever ſince; fo that I may ſay 
it was a time of love, many brave friends of 
the miniſtry. being there. After which we 
returned home 18 great ſatisfaction, as with 
our ſheaves in our boſoms; bleffed be the 
Lord for ever. And ſoon after came down 
W. Bingley, and had a meeting at Wrington; 
and went from thence with J. Boulton of 
Glouceſterſhire, and many more, to our quar- 
terly-meeting at Ivelcheſter, where we had 
fome exerciſe with the aforeſaid pelo as at 
the former quarterly-meetin g. 

About this time died that faitliful ſervant 
and handmaid of the Lord, Katherine Evans, 
wife of John Evans, of Inkſbatch, in the pa- 
riſh of Inkſcomb, near Bath in Somerſetſhire; 
as to whoſe birth, parentage; and education, 
I cannot give any particular account, but that 
ſhe received the truth very eatly, and was 
1 Hh 2 raiſed | 
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; raiſed up and ſent forth to bear witneſs to the 
ſame; in which ſhe travelled in many coun- 


tries in England, and elſewhere, and ſuffered 


much for her teſtimony. In the year 1657, 


for exhorting the people to repentance, and 


to turn from darkneſs to light, in the market - 
place at Saliſbury, ſhe was by Humphry Dit- 


ton, conſtable, haled before Humphry Ditton, 


Juſtice, who, with Robert Good, mayor, and 
James Abbot, cauſed her to be ftripped and 
tied to the whipping-poſt in the market, and 
there whipped (for they were notable- whip-. 

pers in thoſe days); at which the beadle trem- 
bled: and ſo ſent her with a paſs from tithing 
to tithing. And for being and ſpeaking at a 

meeting in the Iſle of Wight, ſhe was by 
Warrant from Samuel Bull, deputy governor, 


kept with another friend ſeveral nights priſon- 


ers on the guard, and ſent out of the iſland. 
And for ſpeaking to prieſt Bartlet, at Portſ- 
mouth (after he had done his ſervice). to 
prove his call to the miniſtry, and for di- 
recting people to the true Teacher, was by 


8 John Comfit, mayor, put in a cloſe room to 


2 mad woman. And about the 24th. of the 
fifth month, 1657, for ſpeaking again in the 
market · place at Saliſbury, ſhe was by the 
47 aforeſad: H. Ditton and R. Baſket, conſtables, 
haled before R. Good, mayor, who with the 
aid H. Ditton and J. Abbot, brethren in ini- 
N ſent her to * and put her into 

a2 
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a blind-houſe, a filthy naſty place, where two 2, 


mad-men had lately died; and no friends to 
come at her; and was to have nothing to eat but 
what ſhe earned in a blind-houſe (ſee their 
cruelty, who would have her work, and yet 

would not allow her light to work by); taking 
counſel again to whip her, had not one colonel 
Wheat told the mayor, They might as well have 
whipped the woman of Samaria, who brought 
the glad tidings of Chriſt into the town; and 
after "conſulting with the high-prieſt, John 
- Strickland, touching her enlargement, they 
would have had Alice Helliar, a friend, to 
engage that ſhe ſhould not come again 
through the city, though it was the direct 
way to her outward being; the prieſt al- 
ledging, that it was contrary to rule; for if 
ſhe was perſecuted in one city, ſhe ſhould flee 

to another: (See the uſe as well as trade the 
prieſts make of the ſcriptures, to turn people 
out of the way). So they turned her out, 
and ſhe could not get lodging for her money, 

but fat in the fields all night (her way was 
ſo ſtopped) waiting on the Lord to make way 
for her, and next morning went through the 
city by the watch, who took no notice of her. 

Again, for ſpeaking to prieſt Blake, at War- 
minſter, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, to prove” . 


his call to the miniſtry before the congre-- , | 


gation: upon the prieſt's deſiring the rude” 
multitude, his hearers, to 11 8 notice that he 
H b 3 | was. 
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Was diſturbed, ſhe was violently abuſed; and 
had her cloaths rent off her back. And once 
in the Iſle of Man, there was a ſoldier came 
to her bed-ſide with a naked ſword, and 
took her by the arm and haled her out of 
bed, at the tenth hour of the night, and 
carried her on ſhip-board to ſend her away. 
She travelled alſo i in Ireland. And the Lord 
made her do. him ſervice tro moſt of the 
mighty men in England and Ireland: and 
the Lord promiſed her to carry her before the 
mighty men of the earth, to bear his name 
before them, and ſhe ſhould have the victory 
whitherſoever ſhe went. | 
And about the beginning of the year 1059, 
ſhe, and Sarah Cheevers, of Slattenford, in 
Wiltſhire, were moved of the Lord to go be- 
yond ſea, to bear teſtimony to the truth; ſet- 
ting fail from London, and arrived at Leg- 
Horn in Italy, intending. to go to Alexandria 
in Egypt ; but the maſter of the ſhip put into 
Malta (formerly Melita, where Paul ſuffered _ 
ſhipwreck) and when they came, the walls 
were full of people gazing at them! They 
went into the town, and the Engliſh conſul. 


met them on the ſhore, and aſked them con- 


cerning their coming ; telling them there was 
an Inquiſition there. They told him. the 
truth as to their coming, and gave him ſome 
books. He invited them to his houſe, tell. 
ing them, All that he had was at their ſer- 


vice. 
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vice. And ſeveral came to viſit them, to 
- whom they declared the truth, and gave 
them ſome books. The conſul had a ſiſter 
in the nunnery, and defired them to go and 
ſee her; pretending, ſhe had a deſire to ſee 
them: they went and diſcourſed with the nuns, 
and gave them a book. Then the inquiſitor 
ſent for them, and examined them; which 
they anſwered, ſo that they could find no- 
thing againſt them; ſo went away, but or- 
dered them to be ſtayed there, and next day 
they came again and examined them apart, 
and urged them to ſwear to ſpeak the truth, 
and to turn Catholics; which they refuled, 
but declared the truth. 'The cones told 


chem how ſorry he was, but there was 


hope in time. But he was deceitful, and 
had betrayed them into the inquiſitor's | 
hands (though he denied it) when he might 
and ought to have prevented it; but {laviſh 
fear poſſeſſed him, and he had never peace 
after, but pined away till he died. The in- 
quiſitors examined them about their religion 
and principles, and what they believed of 
their's ; all which they anſwered very clearly. 5 
Then they put them into an inward room in 
the inquiſition, which had but two little holes 
in it for light, or air, where they were kept 
fo cloſe, that they were almoſt ſtifled in the 
hot weather, and were ſometimes glad to 
in mouths to the chink of the door to-gaſp | 
VVV for | 
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for breath. They came often to examine 
them, threatening them with death, and to be 
burnt if they did not renounce their Errors, 


and turn Catholics; endeavouring all the ways 


they could to frighten and terrify them, to 
make them ſubmit to their wills; but all in 


_ vain; coming to the priſon gates at mid- 


night; opening the gates, and rattling the 
chains, as if they were come to fetch them 
out to put them to death, or murder them 
there; ſo that they often expected when they 
mould be had out to be burnt, and were freely 
given up to die. But the Lord preſerved them, 
and was with them, to ſupport them under all 
their exerciſes; elſe it had been almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to bear up under all their ſufferings, ter- 
rors, and threats. Then they ſeparated them 
for a great while, that they could not ſee or 
hear one from another, to render them the 
more diſconſolate; telling them, they ſhould 
never ſee one another's faces again, and en- 
deavoured to entangle them in their diſcourſe; 
but they were preſerved by the one ſpirit, to 
ſpeak the ſame thing. And they told Sarah, 
Hat Katherine had confeſſed all, to perſuade 
her to do ſo too: and at other times that ſhe 
was dead, to diſhearten her; but ſhe had a 
Tenſe it was falle : threatening to ſend them 
to Rome; tempting. them all the ways they 
could ; endeavouring to take away their lives, 
| ſometimes by * and witchcraft, wk 
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ſuch a ſtink with fire and brimftone; 4 Sli 5 
choaked them that way. Thus continuing to 
exerciſe their cruelty and helliſh contrivances 
againſt them, during the time of their impri- 
ſonment in the inquiſition, where they la 
above three years and a half, under great ſuf- 
fering and jeopardy of their lives, had not the 
Lord preſerved them; and it was his great 
mercy they had not been deſtroyed by ſuch a 
dark generation of Papiſts. And many vari- 
ous trials and exerciſes they went through, 
both outward and inward; with faſtings and 
watchings day and night, that they might 
be preſerved from the ſnares of the enemy, 
which he laid and tried every way to inſnare 
and deſtroy them. But at laſt the Lord deli- 
vered them, and brought them back into the 
land of- their nativity. Daniel Baker came 
about half a year before, and offered body for 
body for them, but that would not be accepted; 
but if any would engage for the payment of 
three or four thouſand dollars, if ever they 
came there again, they ſhould have their li- 
berty ; which they could not conſent to. But 
the new conſul pretended at laft, that he had 
engaged for five hundred; but they could not 
find it was true. At laſt they were releaſed by 
means of one lord d'Aubeny (a Papiſt) then 


at the Engliſh court, to whom friends appli- 


ed; who writ and got them diſcharged, and 
ſent on board one of the king's frigates, called 
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the Saphire; and fo were brought by Leg- 
horn, Toulon, and Lomgriond, 3 into their own 
country, in 1662. 
Aſter their return into Bugland they tra- 
velled in the ſervice of truth, and went into 
Scotland and Ireland, about 1663: and on 
the 7th of the third month, 1664, arriving at 
Minehead in Somerſetſhire, and going towards 
their outward dwelling on the 11th of the 
fame, came to Wivelſcomb, ſome friends ac- 
companying them: and having. a meeting at 
the houſe of William Wear, there came Ro- 
bert Hawly, mayor, and juſtice of peace ; and 
after a few words, drew his ſword, and flou- 
riſhed it over their heads, and then called i in a 
company of rude fellows which he had at 
band, and broke up the meeting; and ſet a 
guard on friends in the ſame houſe, where 
they kept them that night ; behaving them- 
ſelves very rudely, in drinking and wicked 
reproachful language; eſpecially one Silvanus, 
a a ſervant of the ſaid Hawly's, who ordered 
the priſoners to be brought the next day to 
one Pollet's houſe, about four or five: miles 
from Taunton, which was done; where the 
laid Hawly, and one Edwafd Clark, came 
camined friends a-part, and were rough _ 
with them, giving ſome of them very abuſive 
names, and afterwards made a. mittimus to 
- fend them to gaol; and Hawiy being gone, 


* company grew very wicked, and would 
ſearch 
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ſearch friends, which they did, eſpecially Ka. 
therine and Sand ; and =D from them ſeves- 
ral papers and letters which they had in Ire» 
land, for certain friends in England, which 
they broke open in juſtice Clark's preſence: 
and a they Phe nothing in Laa but 
what related to private affairs, or manifeſtation 
of love, from one friend to another, yet they 
refuſed to. deliver them back again, bs kept 
them ; and that night brought Tg to 'Taun- 
ton, and next day to Ivelcheſter priſon, Wik 


feveral others. And were had to the ſefſſhhons 


at Taunton, in the fifth month, and indicted 
for being at an unlawful meeting: and though 
they made their defence, that their meetings 
were only in the fear of God, and no hurt in- 
tended to any, they were fined 51. a-piece, 
and returned to gaol till they ſhould give bait 
for their good ae ng The ſaid R. Hawly 
and E. Clark appeared very violent againſt 
them ; and Sarah reaſoning with the ' ſaid 


Hawly, alledging ſcripture in her behalf, he 


aſked her, What ſhe had to do with ſcripture? 


And that ſhe ſhould not come forth of priſon, 
until ſhe came forth to a ſtake; which fa- 
voured of a Popiſh ſpirit and- cruelty (like 
the Papiſts they had ſuffered unde They 
were had to Bridge water ſeſſions, in the eighth 
month, where John Turbervile {at judge; and 
for not paying the fine of 51, a-piece, impoſed 
on * the laſt ſeſſions, and not giving bail 

for 
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"fs: their good behaviour, were 0 back 


to priſon till the next quarter- ſeſſions, according 
to the ſentence of the laſt, their liberty being 
much oppoſed by R. Hawly aforeſaid. Whe- 
ther they were diſcharged 6 the next, or how 
long they continued in priſon, I am not cer- 
tain; but not long after 'they were releaſed, 
Sarah Cheevers died, but Katherine lived 
many years after, and continued in the ſer- 
vice of truth. She was impriſoned at Welch- 
pool in Montgomeryſhire, for not ſwearing, 
in 1666; but how long, I find not. The firſt 
time that I ever ſaw her, to know her, was at 
a meeting at Bath, with my ſiſter, in the year 
1675. She was impriſoned in Newgate, Bri- 
ſtol, for meeting in the beginning of the per- 
-ecution there, in 1681, as aforeſaid; and 
came after to Ivelcheſter, to ſee us wha we 
were priſoners there, about the year 1683. 
She lived to a great age, notwithſtanding all 
her great travels and ſufferings; and at laſt 
died in peace about the fourth month, 1692. 
And in the ſixth month this year, 1692, 
died that ancient and eminent ſervant and 
miniſter of Chriſt, Stephen Criſp of Colcheſ- 
ter, of whom I cannot but make honourable 
mention, for the reſpect I had to him. He 
was born at Colcheſter in Eſſex, about the 
year 1628, where he had his education, ac- 
- cording to the profeſſion of the times; for in 
thoſe days, religion lay more in ſeeking, than 
in 


. 
in ſettling in any form: and, accordin ply, he 
fought the Lord amongſt moſt profeſſors, run- 
ning from one to another, and fromi mountain 
to hill, ſeeking reſt, but finding none, till the 
truth was manifeſted. He went among, and 
joined with the Baptiſts ſome. time, and was 
zealous in outward ordinances, but had not 
ſatisfaction; till at length it pleaſed the Lord 
to ſend his faithful ſervant and meſſenger, 
James Parnel, into that county, by whom, 
though a young man, many were convinced 
and turned to the Lord: who came to Col- 
cheſter, where our friend Stephen Criſp was. 
convinced, and received the truth in the love 
of it, in the year 1655, and 27th of his age; 
and coming into obedience to it, after long 
travail in the deep and inward FOOL Fi under 
the work of regeneration, he came to receive 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment. 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, having a 
diſpenſation of the goſpel committed to him. 
And i in the year 1659, finding the aboundings 


of the love of God in his heart, and a defire 


that others alſo might come to know the 
Lord, and taſte of his goodneſs, he was made 
to leave father and mother, wife and children, 
to go and bear witneſs to his name in Scot- 
land, that high profeſſing nation, but would 
fain have put it of And went to viſit friends 
about Eſſex, and part of Suffolk, but could 
not be clear without going to Scotland. So 


he 
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he gave up: and as he went along Lincoln- 
fire and Yorkſhire, he found the Lord was 
with him as a mighty man of valour, and fo he 
got into Scotland, and travelled to and fro in 
that nation that winter on foot; and return- 
ed through Weftmoreland and part of Lan- 
caſhire, home. Soon afterwards he came up 
to London; and then went northward again, 
and was impriſoned | in the great impriſonment, 
1660, nigh two hundred miles from home, till 
difcharged, with ſeveral thouſands more, by the 
King, in 1661. And in the year 1663, he 
went over fea to viſit the ſeed of God in the 
Low Countries, ſeeming to be raifed up 
to fucceed the worthy William Caton in 
that ſervice, who died in Holland about 1664, 
and might deſervedly be called the apoſtle of 
that country. After his return, he travelled 
northward again to Neweaſtle, &c. returning 
eaſtward; and fo to London, in great dread 
to warn the people of the judgments of God 
at hand, as fire, &c. And in 1667, went over 
to Holland again, with his dear companion 
Jof jah Coale: and after he came home, went 
into the north of England to viſit the ten- 
der plants, and water the heritage and gar- 
den of God; having the care of the churches 
him; travelling from country to coun- 
try, finding his way proſperous. And after a 
or two travelling thus in England, he 
found a neceſſity to go into the Low-Coun- 
tries 
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tries. again (the third time) in x669; and tra- 
velled in Holland, Friezland, and Germany, 
near Worms, There he found fome- friends 
who had ſtood in a teſtimony for God about 

ten years, in great ſufferings by the Palſgrave, 
and went to Heydelburgh, where he had aw 
opportunity to difeourfe that prince about 
friends fufferings, who promiſed redreſs. $6 
he returned and came to London; and frem 
thence to Briſtol, and through Somerſetihire; 


ce. to the Land's-End: returning up he 


ſouth coaſts to London, and fo to Colcheſterz 
atid was ſoon after taken for being at a meet- 
ing, by means of a prieſt, who betrayed him 
two years before, and got him into prifon ; and 
now again into Ipfwich gaol, in the firſt 
month, 1670, on the act for 51. or three 
months impriſonment ; but judge Rainsford, 
at the aſſizes, committed him till he paid 51. 
but being afterwards ſenſible of his error, ſent 
an order for his releaſe, at three months end; 
after which, he went the fourth time to Hol- 
land, where he had great ſervice for the Lord, 
having attained their language; and went eaft= 
ward to viſit thoſe diſmal dark countries in 
the lower parts of Germany, towards De- 
mark and Sweden, where the Lutheran re- 
ligion bears ſway, yet darkneſs and wicked- 
neſs in its full ſtrength. And went to Ham- 
burgh, Holſtein, and Frederickſtadt; Bremen, 
Oldenburgh, and Embden ; and o to Gron- 
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ingen and Lewarden, where the Friezland 
lords had a law, to put Quakers in Bride- 
well for five years, that ſhould come into 
their province; and had taken three friends of 


Amſterdam, and put them in priſon, and 
made an order that no Quakers ſhould go 
to viſit. them (ſo cruel were they): which 
when 8. Criſp underſtood, he writ to the lord 
preſident, — they had done worſe than hea- 
thens, and ſeeing they had made ſuch a law., 
there was he and two more come to viſit the 
priſoners, and deſired liberty ſo to do; and 
they were ſo limited, that they did not lay 
; hold on them, 80 after a meeting in the 
town, they returned to Amſterdam, and had 
meetings at Alkmaer, Harlem, Rotterdam, 
&c. where a young man of Switzerland hear- 
ing that his brother, in Holland, was turned 
Quaker, came down in his zeal thinking to 
turn him; but on hearing the truth, he 
Was e ee of it, and came in obedience 
to it to take up the croſs. After which 8. 
Criſp returned to London, and ſoon. after 
went over into Friezland again; but returned 
in 1671, and travelled through ſeveral coun- 


ties; and ſo to London, and back to Col- 


* and then went into the north, York- 
ſhire, Biſhoprick, &c. viſiting the churches ; 
Samuel Cater going with him (in his way to 
Scotland) ſo far as Newcaſte; from whence Ste- 
phen turned weſtward, and ſo ſouthward to 
London and C olcheſter. And next year, 

28 16 72, 
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1672, went the ſixth, time to Holland « 
F rieſſand, and returned in the eighth month, . 
and came to London. And after ſome time, 
' Paſſed over. ſea again (the ſeventh time) to 
Embden in Frieſland, the latter end of the firſt 
month, 1673; where were great ſufferings by _ 
fines, impritonments, and baniſhment, ſome 
ſuffering 16 or 20 times; being ſpoiled of all 
they had, even to their very cloaths, and driven 
almoſt naked along the ſtreets, aboard the ſhips 
that were to carry them away; ſuch a monſter _ 
is perſecution in all countries: all which our 
friends bore patiently, and the Lord ſupported 
them under it all. He went from thence. to 
Rotterdam, . where ſome of account were con- 
vinced of che truth; and ſo returned to Eng- 
land, againſt the yearly- meeting at London in 
1674. And after that, travelled through di- 
vers counties to Briſtol, where, and at Bath, 
1 firſt ſaw; and heard him, and loved him ever 
after. And in the fourth month, 1675, he 
was drawn again, the eighth time, to. viſit 
friends in the Low-Countries, which he did 
this ſummer, to. his great comfort; and went 
to Embden, where friends were till under 
great ſufferings, there being a new law made 
of 251. fine, for any that ſhauld harbour a 
oe which he * a book in anſwer 
, ſharply rebuking the rulers for their 
He! and they were ſo chained, that th 
did not lay hands on him; after which | 
I 1 | their 
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Wer beted. And in die kigsck month, 
1676, having been there 'above a year, Ahl 
wied the provinces, he returned home; and 


4 Miter viſited the churches in Eſſex, Suf- 
k, and London. And in the firſt month, 
115 he went the ninth time to Holland 


ng the care of tlioſe parts laid upon him 

155 nd friends well; and having viſite 
their meetings, and in Friellaud, he returned 
in the third month to England, and came to 
London, where he was moſt of that ſummer; 
and then went to Colcheſter, where he Ives; | 
and viſited friends tliereabouts. And about 
the firſt month, 1658, found drawings to go 
down into Yorkſhire, where he had much . 
vice formerly; and went to Hull, and there- 
abquts, viſiting tlie churches, to Bis and their 
joy in the Lord. And in the fourth month 
croſſed the ſeas, tlie tenth time, to Holland; 
and went ſouthward to divers cities up the 
Rhine, viſiting many that were inclined to 
the truth, as at Cleves and Weſel: ſo returned 
to H Aland. where he was taken ill and weak 
for ſome time; but at laſt got to Rotterdam, 
being ſomewhat recovered; and ſo to Eng- 
land, and afterwards to London, Hereford- 
ſhire, &, And next ſummer, 1679, went 
not over ſea, as uſital; but after the general- 
meeting at London, went to Briſtol, where 
he had ſome exerciſe with ſome who ad let 
in a wrong ſpirit againſt friends and 2 
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Lad returned to London, and fo home, viſt th 


ing friends in Eſſex and Suffolk: And next 


ſpring went again to London, Hertfordſhire, 
&c. till after the general: meeting 1680, and 
then found drawings the eleventh time) to 
vifit friends in Holland and Friefland ; and 
particularly a little remnant at Crevelt, i in the 
land of Meurs, who had ſuffered mos thin 

for their teſtimony; and returned Förde 


the Spaniſh Netherlands to Holland, and 5 | 


to England, in the ſeventh month. And after 
he was recovered of a fever, viſited friends in 


Eſſex, Yarmouth, Norwich (where things began 
to revive) Norfolk, and Ipſwich. And ſoon 
after, in 168 1, travelled once more into York- | 


ſhire, to divers places, and ſo back to London. 
And next ear, 1682, went again to Nor- 


wich, being a time of great ſubferihg there; 3 


and a juſticè and conſtable came to the mest- 
ing, and haled him and a dozen more, to 
their judgment-hall, where the mayor and 
aldermen met, who endeavoured to Vente 


him and bring him into bonds; but he was 


refetved in the wiſdom of God, ſo that 
their ſnare was broken, and he eſcaped, and 
went to meetings again: and when he was 


clear, returned home that winter. And next 


ſpring, found drawings again to the Low 
Countries: and after the yearly-meeting in 


1683, (a time of great ſufferings with friends 


in nh being often kept out of their 
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' medting-houſes,” but could not be deprived 
of the — of the Lord) he went the 12th 
time, with divers friends of Dantzick, Amſter- 
dam, Sec. to Holland, to be at the yearly- 
meeting at Amſterdam, which is three weeks 
aſter ours, where they had a brave meeting; 
aſter which friends. departed to their ſeveral 
habitations: but he was. 1 ill, and diſabled 
from viſiting meetings in ſome places „ as he 
Intended, and in the ſixth month returned 
home. And ſoon after it pleaſed God to take 
away his wife, they having been married 35 
. Fears: and the latter end of 1684, he had an 
- opening that the Lord would give him ano- 
ther wife; but withal, that he had a ſervice 
for him beyond the ſeas the next ſummer. 80 
He went firſt to London, and ſtaid the yearly- 
meeting 1685; and then went over to Holland, 
the thirteenth and laſt time, with his dear 
friend whom he had ſeen ſhould be .given 
him to wife, and divers other friends of Eng- 
land and Holland, to their cant Maar 
- Where they met with ſome contrary .ſpirits ; 
Who, with much labour, were reſtored to the 
unity of the truth. After which, hearing there 
was a door open to receive the truth, at 
Mackum in Frieſland, he went thither, and 
; preached the goſpel amongſt them, and 'was 
yell received: ſo returned to Holland, and in 
the ſixth month to England, and in the eighth 
Tm took bu * wife. * (which 
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5 the inſtability of all outward 2 
ments) in the beginning of the year 1687, it 

pleaſed the Lord (who gives and takes at his 
pleaſure) to take her away from him again, 
which was an exerciſe to him in his old 
After which, he went up to London for three 
months, aid returned to Colcheſter that win 
ter. And in 1688, went to London again; 
and in his return viſited ſome meetings in 


Eſſex and Suffolk: coming to London again 
in the eighth month, about the time of the 


revolution. And in 1689, laboured with 
other friends with the parliament, for getting 
the penal laws repealed; which at laſt was 
effected, to the eaſe of tender conſciences: 
and after the yearly-meeting, returned to his 
habitation at Colcheſter; where and at Lon- 
don, after this, he ſpent his time, not being 
able to travel much, as in times paſt, by rea- 
ſon of infirmity of body, being much troubled 
with the ſtone: but continued in the ſervice 
of truth, to his ability, till the time of his 
death. He was at the yearly- meeting in 
1692; but was ſoon after taken ill, and re- 


moved to Wandſworth for the air, where he 
departed this life, the twenty- eighth of the 


fixth month, 1692, about — years 


of age; laying down his head in peace ics 


the Lord, in honour and renown; reſting 
from his labours, and his works Follow-hias, 


ane his memorial is bleſſed. See his works, 5 
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printed in 1694; and a Journal of his Lifez 


- He wrote many brave books and epiſtles, 
which are ſince collected in quarto; particu- 
larly his © Epiſtle to Friends, concerning the 
. © preſent and ſucceeding Times; which I have 
often been comforted in the reading of, as 
about this time (not long after his death) on 
the reading of it, How truth entered in the 
begianing, and how we received it, and count- 
ed nothing dear for its ſake : my heart was 
affected with it, and I felt life anſwering to it, 
ſo that, as it was ſaid formerly, it was a time 
- of love to my ſoul ;. and the Lord was pleaſed 
to give me a token and pledge of it, to my 
exceeding comfort and joy in his preſence, be- 
yond what I can expreſs, which was and is more 
precious to me than all that this world can af- 
ford; bleſſed be his holy and worthy name for 
ever. Though I cannot ſay it was, or is, always 
fo; but that thereis at times a withdrawing of the 
beloved as behind the curtain, and hiding his 
face for a ſeaſon, either through our unwatch- 
fulneſs, or for the trial of our faith; and then, 
as David ſaid, I was troubled, like the diſci- 
ples who, while the bridegroom was with 
them, could not faſt, but when he was taken 
from them then they mourned: ſo it is with 
us: yet there is a brook by the way, though 
ſometimes low, which is ſufficient for the 
time till we arrive at the fountain. MOV 
"hee? 11 fore 
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Wos let none be N but truſt, in the 
Lord for ever; for he will appear again in his 
own. time, if unfaithfulgeſs be not the cauſe, | 
and then the ſoul will Wager and be glad in 
his ſalvation. 

About this time I rags an obſervation, that 
we had been for many years free from oppo- 
ſers; ſo that we could even ſay, as it was in 
the days of Solomon, that there was neither 
adverſary nor evil occurrent; hardly a dog to 
open his mouth againſt us (only that old apoſ⸗ 
tate Francis Bugg, Shimei-like was railing a lit- 
tle now and then). But now the Baptiſts, at 
Deptford in Kent, began to oppoſe: The 
Athenian authors followed; who being ſuc⸗ 
ceſsfully anſwered and confuted by our friends 
George Whitehead and William Penn; George 
Keith, who once knew better things, brought 
up the rear; beginning this year to differ with 
friends in Pennſylvania, of which more here» 
after, in-the year 1694- | 

This year - alſo fed, Thome Pe” Tag for- 
merly of Wellingborough in Northampton- 
ſhire,” who was convinced of the truth early, 
about the time that William Dewſbury cam came 
firſt thither, in 165 5, as aforeſaid; and receiv- 
ing it in the love of it, with many more, he 
came to have a public teſtimony to bear for it, 
and was ſerviceable in his place in thoſe day 5 
He was a priſoner in Northampton common 
gaol! in the year. A with near eighty * 
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. 
bf the people of God at chat time, for the teſ- 
timony of a pure conſcience ; waiting the 
Lord's time, to plead their cauſe and clear 
their innocency: where he writ a bock, called 
A Signification from Iſrael's God, to Eng- 
© and's Rulers and Inhabitants, from the 
* higheſt to the loweſt; as one that had re- 
teived mercy from the Lord, and ſo travelled 
in al for t eir return, that their ſouls alſo 
might live. How long he continued in pri- 
fon 1 do not find, (perhaps till the king's de- 
claration in 1672) nor any thing further of 
him, till the year 1677, when he went to 
New-Ferſey, and there died, and was buried 
8 in Northampton townſhip, belonging to Bur- 
- - _ington monthly-meeting in New-Weſt-Jer- 
LE fey, the BY of the ninth month, rohe | 


SS 


I have not much to temark this year, ho 3. 
* the death of ſome public friends: As, 1. 
That ancient ſervant of God and miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Thomas Goodair, who was one 
of the firft convincement, when George Fox 
came out of Derby priſon, to Balby in York- 
Hire, in the year 1651; at what time he, with 
R. Farnworth, James Naylor, and Thomas 
Aldam, were convinced of the truth. And 
giving up to the dictates of it, he came to re- 
ceive a teſtimony for it, in which he travelled 
to turn others to it. And in the year 1656, 
oming into 8 and being at a 
3 | meeting 
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( 1-5: 
meeting at a friend's hovwſe in the fuld 


county, the twenty fifth of the third month, 


as he was miniſtering to the people, — 
came two conſtables with a warrant from 
V Brown and John Manſel, juſtices ; and 


aid hands on him, haling him out of he 
meeting; and had him before the ſaid juſticesy 
who came ſome miles that day to the prielt's. - 
houſe in the town, on purpoſe to take be 
ſaid Thomas, by which means their , - 


worſhip was neglected in the afternoon, (ſo 


irreligiouſly perſecuting were they in thoſe 
days) the prieſts and juſtices ſpending moſt 
part of their time in committing the ſaid Tho- 


mas, and others, that were at the meeting; 
charging him to be a dangerous perſon, and a 


miſleader of the ſect called Quakers demand- 
ing ſureties for his good behaviours which he 


refuſed, unleſs they could ſhew him What law 
he had broken; which they would not, or 


could not, do, but ſaid they were judges of the | 


law; and fo made a mittimus to ſend him to 
Northampton gaol, where he remained a Pri- 
ſoner for ſome time, how long I am not cer- 
tain. And for the other friends that were at 


the meeting, they demanded 108. a- piece; and 


for their refuſing to pay, threatened to diſtrain 
their goods. After his enlargement, he tra- 
velled, in obedience to the Lord, through 


Warwickſhire, Worceſterſhire, Herefordſhire, 
Glouceſterſhire, and ſo into Oxfordſhire, where 
he was taken up at a friend's houſe (Benjamin 
bs ns 8 
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 Staple's/ at Chadlinton) and had before the 
commiſſioners at Chipping - Norton; particu- 
larly, Sir Wm. Walter and Sir Tho. Peniſton, 
who after examining him, as to his name and 
buſineſs in that county, which he anſwered, 
they tendered him the oath of allegiance, and 
"wk friend where he was taken ; ; and for re- 
ng it, made each of them a mittimus, and 
ſent Nom to Oxford gaol, the 15th of the ſe- 
venth month, 1660, where they ſuffered much 
by the gaoler, his 1 75 and ſon, who put irons 
on both Thomas's legs; and would not change 


bone that was too ftrait, and hurt him, unleſs 


he would give them money: and put them 
into a ſtinking room, where they had nothing 
70 ſit or lie on; and would not let them have 
in ſtraw to lie on, except they would pay 
48. 8d. a week for their lodging; and abuſed 
them and other friends very much. And at 
the general quarter ſeſſions in the 8th month 
at Oxford, the ſaid Walter being judge of the 
ſeſſions, Thomas and the other friend (Benj. 
Staples) were brought into court. And when 
they had examined Thomas, and could find 
king: againſt him, they, on purpoſe. to en- 
\fnare him, tendered the oath of allegiance to 
him. He told them, he owned the king to be 
ſupreme governor in civil and temporal 5 a 
and was willing to obey him in all juſt or law- 
ful commands: but if king Charles, and they 
that were in authority under him, commanded 
wie. to. do that which was contrary to the 
1 ; command 


1 
eommand of the Lord Jeſus, then he ſnhould 
chuſe rather to obey (Chriſt Jeſus, than king 
Charles or them; and ſo told them he could 
not ſwear for conſcience ſake, if it would gain 
him the whole world, becauſe Chriſt had for- 
bid it. But nothing would ſatisfy them, ex 
cept he would ſwear; which he refuſing, the 
faid Walter aſked the reſt of the juſtices if they 
had any thing againſt his paſſing ſentence a- 
gainſt him; to which they all confenting; 
he bid him hear his ſentence, That he was 
out of the king's protection, and all His 
lands, goods, and chattels forfeited, and ts 
be ſeized for the king, and he to remain in 
priſon during the king's pleaſure. Then bid 
the gaoler take him away. Thomas aſked 
him, if he ordered the gaoler to put irons 
upon him? (Which were on, when he was 
brought before them). Walter ſaid, the gaoler 
might do what he would with him, for he was 
out of the king's protection (cold comfort from 
them, but under the Lord's protection ſtill). 
So the gaoler took him away, and brought the 
other friend B. Staples before them. And 
when they had examined him, and could find 
nothing againſt him, they tendered him the 
ſame oath; which he in like manner refuſing 
in Obedience to Chriſt; the ſaid Walter, with 
the conſent of the reſt, paſſed the ſame ſentenes 
on him, and fo they were both had to priſon; 
And the gaoler told the common' priſoners, that 

if they wanted coats, they might take 
LES! | | a 


their - 


theirs off © 
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=. 22) | 
their baoks, for they could have no law againſt 
them: but one of the priſoners anſwered, he 
would go naked before he would take off 
theirs. This ſhews how cruelly friends were 


Aſed in thoſe n contrary to the righteous 


law of God, of doing to others as they would 
9 "he done by. 

How long they ecptinged + Sg 4 am 
not certain; but probably till next ſpring, 1661, 
when the general gaol-delivery was, if not 
longer, for all were not diſcharged then. After 

Which he was impriſoned at Warwick with 
Wm. Dewſbury and many more, for refuſing 
to ſwear (the common ſnare) where he had 
been ſeveral years priſoner, in 1666, and præ- 
munired without any legal trial, or any ſen- 
tence or judgment paſſed againſt them! in open 
court or ſeſſions; but entered in the calendar 
to remain priſoners during their lives; a 
eruel ſentence. How long he remained a pri- 
ſoner I do not find, — p poſe till the king's 
declaration in 1672; b do I find any 
thing material of him after this, till 1691, when 
be publiſhed, A plain Teſtimony to the anch 
Dent Truth and Work of God: and died in 
it at Selby in Yorkſhire, the 8th of the ſecond 
Rae 1693. g 
24. William Ya dly, formerly of Renfloueh 
near Leek in Staffordſhire, an ancient labqurer 
in the goſpel of Chriſt, and very ſerviceable 
formerly in thoſe. countries, Derbyſhire and 


| Cheſhire; and travelled in * parts of os 


— — 
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| „ but in the 
year 1681, or 1682, he went with his e 
as did many more, to Pennſylvania, where his 
wife died in 1691, and himſelf 3 in the county 
of Bucks in the ſaid province; and was W 
buried the gth of the fifth month, 1693. 

3. John Delavall, another public friend, war 
the ſon of Tho. Delavall, a merchant in New 
York ; where he was convinond .of the truth, 
and received a public teſtimony, in which he 
was very zealous. He removed to Philadel- 
pPhia, and was ſomewhat concerned with Geo. 
Keith in anſwering C. Mather; and in his lat- 
ter time in controverſy with him the ſaid Geo, 
Keith alſo, He retained his integrity to the 
| laſt; and died at Philadelphia, and was there” 
buried the 10th of the ſixth month, 1693. 
4. Wm. Stockdale, an ancient public friend, 


formerly belonging to Charlemount meeting 


in the north of Ireland: but whether he was 
of that country, or Scotland-born, I am nor 
certain; but find he was much concerned and 
travelled 3 in Scotland at the firſt ſpreading ot 


truth there, and ſuffered much for his telt I 


mony, by beatings, bruiſings, &c. as may be 
een 1 in the book of The Doctrines and Prin» 
© ciples, the Perſecution, Imprifonment, Ba- 
© niſhment, &c. by the Prieſts and Magiſtrates 
of Scotland, in ee of which he was 
the author. He was convinced early, but when 
or where I find not; and receiving a public 
nr he trayelled much in the ſervice of 


truth. 


parti 3 


* 


(a) 
With in England and Scotland, and was very 
ſerviceable ;' ecially in Seotland, as aforeſaid, 
und alſo in Ireland, 1 he dwelt, and pub- 
Hed (or at leaſt was concerned in}- the laſt 
book of friends fufferings in Ireland that was 
printed, viz. The Great Cry of Oppreſſion, 
in 1680. He afterwards removed to Pennſyl- 


Vania, in the year 1687, and was concerned in 


third month, whither I went this year, 1694: 


the eotitroverly with Geo. Keith; and there 
Hed, and was buried at Philadelphia, me 2 * 
of the ſeventh month, 1693. 
Now having mentioned Geo. Keith; abet 
this time (i. e. this ſummer) hearing « of the dif- 
ferenee between him and friends in Pennfylva- 
aa, whither he went ſome years before, I was 
mtich concerned at it, having had a great re- 
— 2 ey account of his writings, (though 
had never Teen him but once, when he and 
R. Barclay were at Briſtol, about the Tear 
57) ad I was very loath'to believe it at firft, 


| n there was no room left to queſtion it; and 


under tlie exerciſe of it, writ ſome letters to A 
relation in Philadelphia about it, as our ſenſe 
of the matter, ſo far as appeared to us at that 
time, to moderate it as much as might be, that 
they might not give him any juſt occalibn, &c. 
copies of Which are among my letters and 


papers. 

But che next ſpring he came over Ach. 
* of his party, full franght with contention 
againſt the Jearly-meeting at London in the 


Where 
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5 (93) il 
where were Samuel Jennings and Tho. Ducket | 
on friends ſide, with Tho. Wilſon and James 
Dickenſon, who had been travelling theres 
and could give an account of it: which came 


before the meeting by ſome letters directe 


to, and read in courſe in the meeting; wh 
deferred the hearing of it till the other buſt= | 
neſs of the meeting was over: and then did 
hear it for about ten days, reading books and 
Papers, and hearing both ſides, what they had 
to ſay in relation to the difference, hoty it he-. 
gan, and the proceedings thereupon, in order 
to give a true judgment in the caſe, wherein 
G. Keith ſafficient) manifeſted himſelf.” 86 
that friends had great exerciſe and debates 
with him about the difference; endeavouring 
to heal it, and reconcile him to friends if they - 
could, for his preſervation if it might be. But 
the enmity had ſo far entered him, that n= 
thing would do with him, ſeeming reſolved 
for a breach, though he pretended the cons - 
trary. So that the more tenderneſs any ſhews: 


turn it to a wrong end, and ſtrengthen him 
ſelf in his contention and oppoſition, the hour 

of temptation being come, and ſtrong "ups 

him to try his foundation, which had: not 
ſtood very firm for ſome years, being deelin- 
ing before, as I had found by ſome of his late 
books; having imbibed ſome odd notions 
about the man Chriſt, and the extent of His 
death, as to heathens, &e, the revolution of 


human 


ed towards him, the more perverſe he was to. 


| f 3 Fouts the reſurrection, &e. even from 
tte time of Van Helmont's being in London, 


"TY 


_ about the year 1682, which dimned his ſpiri- 
wal eye, and weakened him inwardly, as to 
truth; NES had been his eth and n 
and would, if he had kept to it. 
He was bred a ſcholar at the 00 
and I know what ſome have reported, that 
tuned Quaker in diſguſt, for being de — 
of ſome place or fellowſhip. But I — net 
ay, as ſome are apt when any fall away, that 
wey were never right, for a righteous man 
may turn from his righteouſneſs; knowing by 


his writings: that he had a true convince- 


ment and work of God upon him; and 
was enlightened, and taſted of the heavenly 
gift, and of the powers of the world to come, 


Revelation; The Benefit, Advantage, and 
Glory of Silent Meetings, with ſeveral others 
of his-writings, do ſhew; and he was ſervice- 


able with R. Barclay in ſome controverſies in 


- defence of the — and in ſome others; and 
valued for his gifts, while he uſed them in hu- 
mility and ſubſerviency to truth. But being 
\ naturally ſomewhat timorous, and afraid. of 
ſuffering (not to look ſo far back as his remo- 
Val from Aberdeen. to Edinburgh in Scotland, 
impriſoned in both, and his coming into 
Eaglaad) After he took Chriſtopher Taylor's. 
{ſchool at Edmonton, and his impriſonment at 
Hertford, he came .to London, and ſought a 
MEE — 


as his Help in Time of Need; his Immediate 


— 
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privileged place ; but being taken atid'} knpris | 
Toned in Newgate, after he got out, nothing 
would do but he would away to America: 
there was nothing but perſecution here (which 
was hard, and he was to be pitied, being pur- 
ſued ſo een to perſecutors) but had he 
kept his eye of faith to the Lord, he would 
have been preſerved. 80 away he went, 
where yet he bore up for a time, and I hope 
had ſome ſervice there, eſpecially in News 
England: and writ ſome notable books; particus 
larly, The Preſbyterian and Independent” Viſt- 
ble Churches in New-England and elſewhere, | 
© brought to the Teſt and examined! A Re- 
futation of three Oppoſers of Truth; The 
pretended Antidote proved Poiſon, or the 
true Principles of the Chriſtian and Proteſ- 
tant Religion defended, againſt C. Mather, 
and others; and * A ſerious Appeal to all the 
more ſober, impartial, and judicious People 
© in New-England (as notable ; as moſt of them) 
* in Vindication of Friends: publiſhed that 


very year (1692) the difference began be- 


tween him and friends in Pennſylvania; but 
being ſomewhat peeviſh and brittle in his tem- 
per, becauſe he could not have his own Way 
in every thing he would have preſcribed, or 
have been dictator in, and could not bear con- 
tradition, he began to fall out with them, 
charging them with, errors. And after he 
came over to London, ran out further and 
further in oppoſition to friends, till they were 
K * __ obliged * 


"EIS * 
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obliged to diſown him, he grew ſo troubleſome- 
and contentious, till he run quite out; and at 
laſt turned an open oppoſer of friends in thoſe 
_ very things he had vindicated them in. And 
of the proceedings of the yearly-meeting, there 
Was an account drawn up and given to him; 
and by him, or ſome of his party, firſt printed, 
and 3 by friends, intitled, A True 
Account of Proceedings, &c. 

But now to come to ſomething better of one 
of his countrymen: 
This year, 1694, died Patrick Livingſtone, 
a Scotchman born, though in his latter time 
he dwelt in London. He was born in the year 
1634, near Montroſe in Scotland, and had a 
pretty good education. He received the truth 
about the year 1659: and afterwards, as he 
came into obedience to it, he was raiſed up to 
bear a teſtimony for it, and travelled much in 
the ſervice of it for above thirty years, in his 
own country, and in England and Ireland ; | 
and. was made inſtrumental in convincing and 
gathering many to the knowledge of God 
and his truth; particularly the meeting at 
Kenmuck, in the county of Aberdeen, the 
Largeſt in that nation. He married at Not- 
* the latter end of 1675, or beginning 


5 cf 1676; for he was married when I returned 
out of the north, in the ſecond month, 1676, 
4AlkKaͤaangd came from Nottingham to Leiceſter with 


© eatlyendured ſeveral years cloſe impriſonment 


him, towards. the yearly-meeting. He pati- 


for 


. 


, 


640 
for his teſtimony in Aberdeen, from the year 
1676 (ſoon after he was married) to 1679 
He was valiant for the truth in time of FE 
fering; not turning his back in the day of trial, 
being fervent and zealous for the cauſe of truth, 
and . of God: inſomuch that his perſe- 
cutors were ſenſible, how that he ſtrengthened. 
his brethren in priſon; ſo that they would ſome- 
times let him go, and miſs{ome meetings where 
he uſed to be, rather than ſend him to priſon 
to them. He was faithful to his brethren in 
afflictions, and would not leave them, till he 
ſaw an end of that perſecution in Scotland, in 
1679. After which no friend was impriſoned 
for ſeveral years in that city of Aberdeen, and 
then he returned to his wife at Nottingham: 
and afterwards removed with his family to 
London, where he was alſo impriſoned in New- 
gate about the year 1684, and where he dwelt 
in his latter years; and continued a diligent la- 
bourer in the Lord's 1 ca his na- 


S 8} © 


ns enz, and was —.— with 2 DOW= 
er and preſence of God while he was among 
them, though weak of body: and after his re- 
turn home he grew weaker, till he departed 
this life, the 1 5th of the fourth month, 1694, at 
John Kirton's at Kenſington; laying down his 
head in peace and reſt with the Lord, as he 
ſigniſied on his death-hed, about the Goth year 
of his age. 

Kk 2 This 


ee 
1 his ſummer, 1 694, the ſpotted fever was 
8 tn our town, of which many died, and a young 
woman in our family; ſo that we were in great 

danger: but through the mercy of the Lord we 
were preſerved. Our dear friend Charles Mar- 
ſhall being then at Briſtol, my wife went to 
him, and he gave us ſome Gro, which I 


believe were made inftrumental to our preſer- 


vation; though I aſcribe it to the Lord, and 
render the honour and glory of all to him, who 
was good to us, and to me in particular at that 
time; in a ſenſe of which my heart was bowed 
before him, in humble thankſgiving and ac- 
knowledgment to the God of all our mercies : 4 
Viefied be his name for ever! 
- "There died alſo this year, (and in the ame | 
Monin September) two public friends, which 
I cannot but take notice of: 1. Thomas Lloyd 
of Pennſylvania, who was born in North Wales 
about the year 1649; and formerly dwelt at a 
place called Macemore, in Montgomeryſhire, 
being brother to Charles Lloyd of Dolobran 
near Welchpool. In his younger years he was 
brought up at the univerſity of Oxford, as his 
brother alſo was. And after his brother was 
convinced, he came alſo to receive the truth; 
and was very ſerviceable in that country, till 
he removed with his family to Pennſylvania, 
where he was preſident and deputy-governor 
of that province under William Penn ſeyeral 
Fears. And in the latter part of his time had 
his ſhare with other friends, 1 in the exerciſes 
occaſioned by the contention of G. Keith with 
friends 


( 
friends there. He died well, and in great ſatisfac- 
tion, as he expreſſed; laying down his head in 
peace after a few days ſickneſs, departing this 
life the 14th of the ſeventh moath, 1694, aged 
about 45 years, leaving ſix children behind him, 
and was buried in friends burying-ground in 
Philadelphia, Pennſylvania. 

2. Eight days after, died, that faithful ſervant 
of God, and labourer -in the poſpel, Thomas - 
Markham of Glamford-Bridge in Lincolnſhire. 
He was born about the year 1634, and in his 

childhood was ſenſible of the goodneſs of God 
to him, in convincing him of evil words and 
actions; in which ſtate he was for many years, 
but knew not what it was that did thus work 
in him, till he was brought down into contri- 
tion and ſelf-denial; and then he knew it was 
the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus in the inward parts, 
which reproves the world of ſin. He was an 
early ſeeker of the beſt things; and in thoſe 
days, when he was a very young man, he took 
notice of the meſſengers of truth, as John White- 
| head, and others of the Lord's ſervants, when 
they were ſent forth to preach the everlaſting 
goſpel in the year 1654; and would help them. 
to lodgings when they knew not where to lay 

their heads, and acquainted ſuch profeſſors as 
he then walked with; ſo that they got a meet- 
ing at Glamford-Bridge, where he dwelt; and 
had an opportunity to hear their teſtimony to 
the light of Chriſt, which many hate becauſe 
their deeds are evil. And at that time a love 
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was raiſed in his Heart to them; for the wit- 
neſs of God in him anſwered to their teſtimo- 
ny, though that heavenly ſeed lay long hid in 
Him, before fruit appeared, and he joined him- 
ſelf for ſome time with the people called In- 
dependents. And being zealous in that way, 
according to his underſtanding, became a teach- 
er amongſt them: but not finding that ſatis- 
faction and peace which his ſoul travailed for 
among that people, and meeting with a book- 
of Iſaac Pennington's, called, A Looking- 
_ © Glals for Profeſſors,” &c. in the reading of 
it his underſtanding was ſo opened, that he 
was thoroughly convinced of the bleſſed truth, 
which he received with great gladneſs of heart, 
and willingly embraced the croſs of Chriſt, 
and gave up to endure the reproaches of it, 
with and among the poor diſtreſſed people call 
ed Quakers, about the year 1660. And though 
he was before a man of parts and abilities, yet 
then he could contentedly fit down in ſilence 
for ſeveral years, and patiently wait upon the 
Lord, to be inſtructed by him. And having 
well learned in the ſchool of Chriſt, and wit- 
neſſed the pouring forth of the ſpirit upon 
him, his mouth was opened'in fear and trem- 
bling, and the lite that fprung through him 
gave witnels to his teſtimony; which made it 
acceptable to God and his people. And he 
ew in it, for the word of the Lord was with 
im, and "conſtrained him to go and viſit the 
churches of Chriſt about the year 1670, which 
he gave up himſelf unto in act — — for 
as. 
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as he was fearful to run before he was ſent, ſo 
when he was called forth, he went with chear= 
fulneſs whither the Lord ſent him; caſting his 
care upon the Lord, who never fails them 
that put their truſt in him. He delighted 
much in ſerving the Lord, and travelled in 
many parts of England; ſometimes with John 
Whitehead, and his company and converſation 
was very acceptable unto him: and once went 
with his friend Robert Collier into Ireland, and 
_ viſited moſt of friends meetings there, and re- 
turned through Cumberland, where he was 

{weetly refreſhed with the preſence of the Lord 
amongſt friends, which was a ſeal to his teſti- 

mony and labours at that time. His teſtimony. 
was plain and prevalent, and the life did often 
wonderfully flow through his earthen veſſel; 


and he had a great concern upon him for the ” 


good of all orhers: and beſides their uſual meet- 
ings, which he diligently attended, he allo ſet 
apart an evening meeting once a week for his 
own family, that he might labour with them, 
to ſeaſon them with the grace of God, that they 

might grow thereby. And not only fo, but vi- 
ſited friends from houſe to houſe, to fee that 
they were preſerved in a ſavour of truth; and 
was very charitable to the poor; ready to do | 
good ro all, according to his ability, efpectally 
to rhe houthold of faith, one of the firſt to con- 

tribute to others, hot *forgetting to communi- 


cate.” He was indeed an extraordinary man, 5 
and W example many ways, being zea-” 
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lous for the truth and teſtimony thereof: and 
as he lived, ſo he died in the work of the Lord, 
_ Eniſhing his courſe in the ſervice of the truth, 
as he was viſiting the meetings of the Lord's 
ople in Lincolnſhire, at the houſe of Robert 
Brown, in Boſton, the 22d of the 7th month, 
1694, about the Goth year of his age. 

This year (1694) in the ninth month, Wm. 
Penn (with whom I had ſpoken in London at 
the yearly- meeting) came down to Briſtol, and 
to Chew, and had a great meeting at Clare- 
ham; and came to my houſe at Wrington that 
night, with ſeveral other friends. And next 
day we went with him on board the Bengal 
ſhip in Hung-Road to dinner; and afterwards 
by Weſtbury to Briſtol, on ſeventh-day night, 
where, on firſt-day, were very large meetings; 
and about two weeks after went weſtward, and 
had large meetings in moſt of the great towns 
in our county, as alſo in Devonſhire and Dor- 
ſetſhire. I met him at Wells, and went with 
him to Somerton, where it was ſome time be- 
fore we could get a place large enough for the 
meeting, the market-houſe (where the meeting 
began) though large, not being big enouph to 
hold it; and at laſt we were glad to go out into 
the fields, and a great gathering there was. 1 
met him again at Bridge-water, where he had a 
great meeting in the town-hall, as he had in 
moſt places, which the mayors generally con- 

ſented to, for the reſpect they had to him (ex- 
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_ elſe being ſufficient to hold the meetings. ues: 5 
the 27th of the tenth month he came again to 
Wrington, and had a large meeting in the 
court-hall (where we then kept our a 
where was a juſtice of peace and his wife, W. 
Penn lodging at my houſe: that night queen 
Mary died, and an eminent man of the town, 
who had been at the meeting, ſitting up late 
after at cards (being the time called Chriſt- 
mas) died before the morning; a ſad exam- 
ple for card- players! Oh, that others would 
take warning, and prize their time, and not 
turn from the grace of God into wanton- 
neſs. Next day I accompanied W. Penn ſo far 
as Barrow, in the way to Briſtol, to a monthly 
meeting, and ſo returned home. | | 
But, oh the love of God to my ſoul, how. 
ſhall I recounthis manifold mercies and loving=" 
kindneſs to me, and tender dealings with me, 
in renewing the viſitation of his love oſtener, 
many times, than the morning: though I com- 
memorate them but now and then, they are 
more than can be numbered; but are engraven 
on my heart as with the point of a diamond, 
never to- be blotted out, or forgotten by me, 
while I have a being among the ſons of men. 
Though, as I hinted before, we have not al- 
ways that enjoyment we deſire, there being a 
time of ſcarcity as well as of fulneſs, in the all- 
wiſe providence and diſpoſal of the Lord, who. 
knows what is beſt for 19 85 one; a ſuffering 
| want, 
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Want, as the apoſtle ſays, as well as abounding; 

a winter as well as a ſummer, or ſabbath-day; ; 
and then is the danger, as our Saviour inti- 
mates, of taking flight in the winter, or on the 
ſabbath- day: ſo 1 it is good to learn how to 
- ſuffer want, as well as how to abound, (ſeeing 
the Lord ' hath not ſeen meet that we ſhould 
always dwell in thoſe high enjoyments whilſt 
in theſe earthly tabernacles) and learn to be 
content in all has and conditions; not to be 
lifted up. in enjoyment, or caſt down in time of 
want, or winter, when the ſap retires to the 
root, and little life is felt, or greenneſs appears; 
when the beloved is withdrawn: and his pre- 
ſence not felt, then is the dan ger of entertain- 
ing other lovers, when the winter nights are 
long” (as one ſays) and the boiſterous ſtorms 


many, when the feet of the virgin ſtuck in the 


© mire, and the young man failed of ſtrength, — 
© when the refreſhing dews came not down, — 
when the lambs cried as in the day of forgetful-. 
© neſs, and the cry went up to God to be kept 
* alive in famine. This is the day of Jacob's 
trouble, and of being toſſed with tempeſts, and 
not comforted, that the ſoul hath been ready 
to ſay, Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious, 
and will he be merciful no more? But then 
again, as there hath been a patient waiting and 
abiding, not flying out for relief or comfort any 
other way; or ever I was aware, my foul hath 
been made like the chariots of Aminadib, . 
82 
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the Lord hath appeared again, and the beweg 
come down in his garden amongſt his pleaſant 
plants, to feed among the lilies; and then hath 
the ſoul been ſolaced in his love, and made joy= 
ful in his houſe of prayer, and the mouth fk _ 
ed with praiſes; and ſo hath fat under his Tha- 
dow with great delight, and his fruit hath 
been ſweet to her taſte. 

This ſpring, 1695, there was an act of par- 
liament paſſed, for the more eaſy recovery of 
ſmall tithes, by juſtices warrants, not exceeding 
408. per annum; which though it might pre- 
vent, but did not reſtrain, fome of the more 
fevere proceedings in the air , and at 
common law; yet it occaſioned the ſufferings 
of our friends on that account to be more nu- 
merous. I remember I had a book, printed 40 
years ago, called © Tithes a Curſe to all nations 
© but Canaan.” As indeed they have been, are, 
and will be to all that are concerned in them,; 
as the unproſperouſneſs of moſt that meddle 
with them ſhews: and I cannot but admire, 
that any ſhonld fo clearly fee them 40 years * 

ago, and our legiſlature, '&c. cannot yet Tee 
through them; but uphold them, and make 
laws to etfbree the payment of them to = 
day (which [ believe the impropriations in lay 
cient hands is a great means of) there bel 
no ground for them in the goſpel; but were 
firft preached up by Auguſtine, from Jewiſh 
example, given by Popiſh kings and princes for 
ſuperſtitious uſes, to expiate fins, &c. decreed 
firſt 
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fir b y Popiſh councils, and not generally con- 
. in Engliſh parliament, till Henry the 
VIIIth's time, denied by Wickliffe, Swinderby, 
Brute, Thorp, and the Bohemians, long ago; 
and in later times, by the Puritans, Indepen- 
dents, Baptiſts, and many others before us, as 
may be ſeen in many books; ſo that we are not 
novel in this our Chriſtian teſtimony; for a 
forced maintenance is inconſiſtent with a free 
miniſtry, as called of God, which is the ground 
of all true preaching: ſo that I may apply Dr. 
Heylin's wonder in another caſe, to this, How 
they in thoſe dark times could ſee ſo clearly, 

and we in theſe clearer ſhould 80 ſo blunder- 
ingly after them. 

This year (1695) died, William Shower, of 
London, (or rather Southwark, as dwelling 
therein) whom I knew in the year 167 5. He was 
ſome what concerned in the controverſywith the 
0 and anſwered Jeremy Ives. He was a 

ſerviceable man on truth's account, ſeveral 
om, and an elder in the church ; of a ſound 
judgment and underſtanding in the truth, and 
had very clear openings in relation to the work 
of it; and alſo of Satan's wiles to hurt and hin- 
der the progreſs in it, (having had long expe- 
rience of both) and therefore could adviſe and 


5 direct the Chriſtian traveller how to keep in 


the one, and be preſerved out of the ſnares of 
the other: and writ ſeveral ſeaſonable experi- 
mental treatiſes; as, i The True Chriſtian's 
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© Faith and Experience briefly declared, con- 

© cerningGod, Chriſt, the Spirit, the holyScrip- 
* tures, the Goſpel, and the Doctrines thereof, 
printed 1675; re-printed, with © A few Words 
concerning Conſcience, what it is, &c. vrit- 
ten 1676. And, A ſmall Treatiſe concerning 
© Good and Evil Thoughts,” 1679. * Counſel 


© to the Chriſtian Traveller, with Meditations _ 


© and Experiences, 1683. And, A brief Tet- 
* timony for Religion, againſt the penal laws, 
&c. in 1688. He died in peace with the Lord, 
and unity with his people, the 28th of the 
third month, 1695, about 64 years of age. 
In the fifth month this ſummer, 1695, bro- 
ther and ſiſter Bowles came down from Lon- 
don, and joined in partnerſhip with us, at 
Wrington, for ſome time; and in the eighth 
month, we went with Richard Vickris, and ſome 
others, to a diſpute, at Melkſham in Wiltſhire, 
between friends, and one Jo. Plimpton, a Bap- 
tiſt, who had charged friends with ſeveral 
things as errors; particularly their holding, h 
that A manifeſtation of the Spirit of God, is 
given to every man to profit withal, (which 
the apoſtle expreſsly alerted) 1 Cor. xt. 7. 
and other things, according to plain ſcripture, 
which he oppoſed, fo dark was he. J. Clark 
of Bradford, undertook for friends, and de- 
fended it by ſcripture, and might have held 
him there, except he would have confeſſed his 


error; but the Baptiſt wrangled on to oppoſe | | 1 


it, 


0 Ay 


65100) 


it, though ever 0 plain: and when he was baf- 
led as to that, went on with the other points, 
of water-baptiſm, bread and wine, perfection, 
or, freedom from fin, and the reſurrection of the 
ſame body. All which J. Clark anſwered. his 
cavils in, . aſſerted the truth in relation to 
thaſe things, according to ſcripture ; which yet 
would not ſatisfy him, but he endeavoured 
ſtill to oppoſe the plaineſt ſcriptures that could 
be brought, till towards night, W. Penn, being 
there, broke out over his head in teſtimony to 
the people, which were many, in Tho. Beaven's 
court; and io ended the diſpute, concluding in 
Prayer to God. We lodged there, that night, 
and next day went with William Penn, and 
others, to a meeting at Warminſter, which was 
large, and next day home. I writ ſome ani- 
madverſions on this diſpute, and the ſeveral 
points handled in it, by way of explanation 
out of the ſcriptures, and {ent it to London to 
be printed; but the Baptiſt not printing, mine 
was not printed neither. | 
The 14th of the ninth month, Wm. Penn 
came 01 had another meeting at Wrington, 
lodging at my houſe that night, with B. Coole, 
J. Everot, 40 others; and next day went to 
Wells, to have a meeting there. 7 having 
had ſeveral meetings in moſt of the great towns 
weſtward, laſt year, as aforeſaid, ſome in that 
city ſeemed defirous that he would come and 


have a meeting there alſo; whereupon I, with 
| | another 


. 
another friend, Robert Holder, went to ſeek 


a place for it, and went to the biſhop, Richard 
Kidder, to acquaint him with it. He aſked - 
us, Why we deſired to have a meeting there, 
ſeeing there were none of our friends in the 
town ? I told him, to declare the truth. He 
aſked, what we had to preach more than they? 
I told him, the grace of God. He ſaid, they 
preached the grace of God. I told him, if 
they did a little now and then, it was but tran- 
ſiently, and not to the purpoſe; as we did, to 
direct people to it, as that which bringeth fal- 
vation, and hath appeared to all men; and 
would teach them to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts; and to love ſoberly, righteouſſy, 
and godly in this preſent world, as was evi- 
dent by their lives, Tit. ii. 11, 12. To which 
he ſaid little, but was moderate, and left us to. 

our liberty. At laſt we got a grant of the 
market-houſe from the clerk of the market ; 
but the day before we were to have the meet- 
ing there, ſome of the envious party, having 
been drinking colonel Berkley's election ale, 
turned the clerk of the market; ſo that When 
we.came he refuſed to let us have the houſe, 
except we would enter it by force, (it lying open 
to the ſtreet) threatening to take advantage of 
us if we did; ſo being deprived of that, and 
hot being willing to intrude ourſelves on 


any, we thought fit to take up with the inn : 


where we put up, having a large room, and 
balcony, facing the market-place, and having 
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the landlord's conſent. But to prevent any 
occaſion that might be taken againſt us, I drew 
up a certificate, according to the act in that 
behalf, that we intended to have a meeting for 
religious worſhip, at the Crown-Inn in the ſaid 
city; ſetting my name to it, and went with R. 
Vickris and A. Thomas to the biſhop with. it, 
who happened to be then at home, and re- 
' ceived it friendly. I told him, the act ex- 


preſſed that we ſhould have a certificate of it 


again. He ſaid, he would peruſe the act, and 
i it required it, we ſhould have one. So we 
parted friendly, having done our part to pre- 


vent any trouble that might enſue in the caſe; 
and by that time we returned from the biſhop's 


the market-houſe was full, and brother Bowles 
ready to ftand up to declare. I called out to 
friends, deſiring them to draw down out of the 
market-houſe, upon the market-place over a- 
gainſt that balcony belonging to the inn, 
- which they did; and we went up into the 
room, which was ſoon filled with friends, W. 
Penn going out into the balcony to declare to 
the people who were on the market-place, 


which. were {ſuppoſed to be two or three thou- 


ſand: but about the middle of the meeting, 
came a conſtable and other officers with a war- 
rant from Mathew Baron, mayor, and Wm, 


Salmon, juſtice, to take up William Penn, and ' 


bring him before them; preſſing through the 
meeting to get into the balcony. Friends 
would have perſuaded them to ſtay till the 
meeting 


(r 
meeting Was done; but they would not, but 
rudely got over the table, which ftobd acroſs 
the room, (friends ſitting cloſe about it, that 
they could not go round it) and fo got out 
into the balcony to lay hands on Wm. Penn, 
as he was declaring, to have him away: he 


deſired them to have à little patience, and 16 


drew to a coneluſion, being | forcibly haled 
away, and had before the mayor. I; and fone 
other friends, followed after as faſt as we could 
for the croud. When we came they had ſhut 
the door, that none elſe might come in, there 
being a great crowd about the door. I knock. 
ed, but the porter from within anfwered; that 
he muſt let nobody in. I told him I muſt 
come in, I had bufineſs to the mayor: where- 
upon he opened the door, and when I came 
in, they were buſy examining Wilkam Penn 
about the meeting; charging Hirn witl an tin 
lawful aſſembly, endeavouring to enfnarè him. 
He told them; how he was invited to come 
and have a meeting there, and that we had the 
grant of a place, &e. referring to me. Where 
upon I told them they had beſt have a care what 
they did, for the houſe was efttered according 
to law, and they had done more already than 
they could anſwer, in diſturbinig our meeting. 
Upon which they prefently fell, and began 
to excuſe themſelves, (laying the blame one 
upon another) efpectally the mayor, as if he 
had been the perſon accuſed; and fo diſmiſſed 
William Penn, telling him they had no more 
1 LI 5 | 
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70 ſay to him. I ſtaid behind a little, reaſon- 
ing with them about their proceedings, and of 
religion; particularly with W. Salmon, (an 
old Preſbyterian) till the mayor came in, an 
aſked, if we were preaching again. And as I 

went away with chancellor Hughes, who was 
tere alſo, I reminded him what he had for- 
merly {aid to me, (being acquainted with him 
before) that hu never perſecuted any man for 
his religion in his life, nor never would; 
which he acknowledged, and ſaid, no more 
he would. I bid him be ſure und- mind it 
then, for this was near to it: ſo parted loving- 
Iy, being a familiar man, far unlike the for- 
mer chancellor. The people ſtaying all this 
while on the market-place, waiting William 
Pean's return, in expectation to hear more, or 
to ſee the event; till he came back and went 
out into the balcony, and told them, they might 
depart, the meeting was ended for that time. 
After which he was invited to juſtice Weſt- 
ley's, who had gladly heard him that day, and 
was friendly: and he made ſome other viſits, and 
then returned with R. Vickris to Chew, and 
we home to Wrington; ; of which I writ a 
Jarger account, in a ſheet called, F One Inſtance 
more of Perſecution.” 
But now mark what followed: about two 
weeks after, going thither to a fair, and putting 
up at the ſame inn, the inn-keeper came to 
me, and told me, that they threatened to fine 
him for a conventicle, for he” laid meeting; 
alledging, 
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doing: that I had told them an untruth, in 
faying the houſe was entered according to 
law; for it ſeems they had made inquiry, and- 
could not find it out (wanting to be at their 
old work again): for had we through inad- 
vertency neglected it, they would but have 
ſhewn their miſchievous ſpirits, to have taken 
the advantage of it; but this being foreſeen, 
was prevented, by doing our-part. So I bid 
him not fear, or be troubled as to that; telling: 
him, I would clear up that matter be 1 
went out of town. And after I had done my 
buſineſs in the fair, I went to the biſhop's, 
who, as Providence ordered it, was at home 
again. I told him, he might remember that 
about two weeks ago I brought him a certifi- 
cate, that we intended to have a meeting at 
the Crown inn; and that the mayor, ſending 
his warrant to take up our friend Wm. Penn, 
broke up our meeting: -on which I told them, 
that the houſe was entered according to law; 
but that ſince we were gone, they had report- 
ed I had told them an untruth, though we had 
done our part. Do they ſay ſo, ſaid the bi- 
ſhop, I will do you right: and putting his 
hand into his pocket, took out my certificate 
as readily as if he had but juſt received it, 
and ſaid, go to my regiſtor, and tell him from 
me, that he muſt give you a certificate again. I 
told him, may be he will not believe me, but if 
he pleaſed to ſend ſamebody with me, which 
yg did: 22 wan I came: to me "0% (a | 
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high EO man, though I knew him, and he 

me, having been with him before about bu- 
dess) I told him what the biſhop ſaid, which 

. the meſſenger confirmed. Doth my Lord ſay 
fo? ſaid he. Ves, ſaid I, he doth. "Well, ſaid 
he, þ Yor 't give you a certificate if you will 
give me five hundred pounds, till I wee ſpoke 
with my Lord; for I do not know but he may 

I 3 upon, Well, ſaid I, thou mayſt 
ſpeak with him, but I expect it to-night, or 
to-morrow morning early, for I muſt go out 
of town betimes. So I left him, and came a- 
gain in the morning; but he had not done it, 
nor knew how to do it (ſuch hard Work it was 
to record a Quaker's meeting for worſhip, 
though they could make records of them faſt 
enough formerly, in order to eonvict them on 
the conventicle act); but he muſt then go 
and adviſe with the chancellor; and I followed 
him thither, till at laſt I got him to hammer 
out. one at a hard rate: and then I was to ge 
ſcek out the mayor, to clear myſelf to him ; 
and underſtanding he was at a public-houſe, 
as I went up the ſtreet I ſaw him look out at 
the door, but preſently drew back again: ſo 
that when I came to the houſe, and inquired 
for him, David Trim, the town-clerk, came 
out and told me the mayor was. not there. 1 
Vas gone (which I was afraid was true, knows, 
ing the houſe had a back-door into the grave- 
yard), 1 told him, I muſt ſpeak with him, 
Hedeſired me not to trouble him now, but next 
time 


1 


time I came to town, he and I would ariok 3 
bottle of wine together, and all ſhould be well. 


I told him that would not do, the mayor had 
wronged and abuſed me, and 1 muſt 5; gb my- 
ſelf to him. So at laſt, when they ſaw I would 
not be put off, the mayor appeared: I told him, 


that I underſtood he had raiſed a report that I 


had told him an untruth, in ſaying the houſe _ 


where we had the meeting was entered accord. 
ing to law; whereas we had done our part, and 
I had now a certificate from the biſhop to ſhew 
it: andthat I took it very unkind that they ſhould 
not only diſturb and break up our meeting, but 
raiſe falſe reports on us when we were gone. 
The mayor (poor man) ſtood like one ſpeech- 
leſs, and had hardly a word to ſay for hunſelfs "4 
o l left it upon hin, having ee myſelf; ; 
and returned home in peace. 

In the tenth month, 1695, 1 went with bro⸗ 
ther Bowles to our quarterly-meeting at Glaſ- 
tonbury, and lodged that night at Street witn 
E. Oſborn and B. Coole: next day we went to 
Long Sutton meeting; and next day toSherborn 
in Dorſetſhire, where on the firſt-day we had a 
large meeting, and ſecond-day returned home. 

And afterwards we hired a houſe at Wells for 
a meeting, and W. Penn came again, and had a 
meeting there on a firſt- day; ſo that we 
many brave meetings there afterwards, notwith- 
ſtanding all the oppoſition we had met with, 
and many came to them; ſo that the ſtandard of 
truth was ſet up in that town: Oh! that they. 
or to not Light the day of their viſitation, or. 
Put 


3, ( 518 ) 
pot che good away from them, and ſo render 
themſelves e of eternal life; which is 
my earneſt deſire for my native country, and 
for that ancient neighbouring city, where I 
have often been concerned, and gone through 
many exerciſes; and though they be not 
gathered, yet ſhall not my labour of love for 
their good be in vain, but return into my own 
boſom, and my reward be with the Lord. 
And in the firſt month after, we had our quar- 
_ terly-meeting there at the aforeſaid inn, about 
which .time going to ſee the biſhop (as he de- 
fired me when I came to town) we happened 
to fall into ſome diſcourſe about oaths and 
ſwearing, being about the time that our friends 
at London were ſoliciting the parliament, as 
they had been many years at times, for relief 
in the caſe of oaths. He queſtioning, why 
we could not ſwear: I pleaded rhe command 
or Chrift and the apoſtle James, © Swear not 
« at all,” &c. againſt all ſwearing: but he 


2 pleaded that all oaths were not forbidden, - 


urging, that the apoſtle Paul ſwore, and al- 
edging thoſe expreſſions of his, I proteſt be- 
fore God, I lie not; God is my witneſs, &c. 
as if the apoſtle had fworn. I told him, thoſe 
words of the apoſtſe, though of ever ſo high a 
nature, could not be counted oaths as he uſed 
them, for then the apoſtle had broken the 
command of Chrift his maſter, Swear not at 
all, which we could not allow; and if he had, 
we ought to hear the ſon before, or above, 


the Ty whom all the angels in heaven 
Ras 


C49 9 

ought to worſhip, who ſaith, Swear not at all; 
of whom the Lord ſaid, This ; 1s my beloved | 
Son, hear ye him: with what elſe EY to 
my mind at that time. The biſhop was very 
mild and moderate, offering, to diſcourſe more 
of it another time; but when I came. again, 
could not find he had any mind to diſcourſe 
any further of it. And as I came away, he 
came to his palace gate with me; and juſt as I 
took leave of him, I ſaid, Well, we have this 
to ſay for ourſelves; that inaſmuch as we have - 
ſuch an expreſs command of Chriſt on our 
fide, we deſerved to be judged. charitably of, 
that we were ſo tender of breaking it; at which 
the biſhop looked pleaſantly on me, and, as if 
he aſſented, or had nothing to ſay to the con- 
trary, laid his hand on my ſhoulder, and ſaid, 
Well, pray God bleſs you. And ſo we parted 
very friendly, as indeed he always was to me, 
far different from biſhop Mew; defiring me to 
come and ſee him whenever L came to town, 
and invited me to come and dine with Pr | 
(and it was ſaid he delayed his dinner two 

hours to look for me one firſt-day after meets 

ing); but I never made ſo bold with him as 
— though I went often to viſit him, ; 

And ſo 1 ſhall end my preſent memoirs 
with Wells, where I began with my. proſecu- 


tion, and with a biſhop too (though one of a 


far better temper than the former); ending 
with the year 1695, and the beginning of 1696, 
(as I began the latter end of T0991 though 1 

Fg 1 could 


Fd 


h 
could add a great deal more, and not of the 
leaſt moment neither; this being but a ſpect 
men of what I intend, God willing, to leave 
behind me, both before ind aftet this, if it be 
= not printed in my life-time: but chuſe to con- 
clude here at preſent, and drop anchor at 


N. rington i in Somerſethhire, I 696. 


P. 8. Now having mentioned the kindneſs | 
of one of king William's biſhops, I ſhall cloſe 
with the words of another, (to the honour of 
King William in chufing ſuch moderate men, 
and no diſhonour I hope to the biſhops) 

| viz. Gilbert Burnet, in his Apology for 
© the Church of England, with Relation to 
© the Spirit of Perſecution, for which the is 
_ © accuſed,” printed in 1689, p. 5, col. 2, 

© I will not deny but many of os diſſenters 
* were put to great hardſhips in many parts 
© of England; I cannot deny it, and I am 
*' fare I will never juſtify it. P. 6, col. 1, 
* And I will boldly fay this, that if the church 
of England, after he is got out of this ſtorm, 
will return to-hearken to the peeviſfineſs of 
© ſome ſore men, ſhe-will be abandoned both 
© of God and man, en 
6 "no earth againſt her. | 
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